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Hello friends of  Harriot College!

What an exciting time to be at East Carolina University! Under 
the leadership of  new Chancellor Cecil Staton, ECU is moving 
decisively forward to become the country’s next great national 
university. We are sharpening and vigorously promoting our 
brand to ensure that East Carolina is no longer a “hidden 
gem”—to the contrary, we are telling our institutional story 
more broadly and loudly than ever before. Included in that 
story are the current goals of  enhancing our profile as a leading 
research university, securing more opportunities for experiential 
and international student learning, and better preparing our 
students for their professional careers. It is this last goal—the 
professional development of  Arts and Sciences students—
that provides the featured theme for this current issue of  
Cornerstone.

As East Carolina University’s liberal arts college, the Thomas 
Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences is firmly committed 
to our core mission of  providing students with the kind of  
comprehensive, world-class education that yields good citizens, 
lifelong learners, and servant-leaders. Producing truly educated 
graduates is our most enduring and non-negotiable objective, 
and we are proud that the liberal arts are alive and doing very 
well at ECU.  

That said, in the 21st century’s second decade it is now abundantly clear that any college of  arts and sciences must also be much 
more intentional than in the past about how we ready our graduates for the world ahead of  them. We can prepare our students to 
be citizens in a diverse, global society while simultaneously positioning them for successful careers. These are complementary, not 
contradictory, goals. Being much more intentional means that we must sometimes counter popular myths about the supposedly 
dim career prospects of  graduates from our disciplines. In point of  fact, data from employers in our region and across the country 
consistently document the demand those employers place on the skills we in the arts and sciences are best positioned to provide—
e.g., critical thinking, effective communication, and the ability to solve complex problems while working in teams.

As you read the pages that follow, I hope you will join me in being impressed by the efforts across Harriot College to equip students 
with the knowledge and confidence they need to enter competitive job markets. Many of  our departments teach professional 
seminars, arrange internships, and work closely with students to identify post-graduation opportunities. You will read individual 
stories of  students and alumni who seized upon unique experiences to improve their career prospects…and to make a positive 
difference in their professions and in their communities.

Thank you for taking the time to (re)acquaint yourself  with some of  the latest happenings from Harriot College. We appreciate 
the support you provide in so many ways, and we invite you to join us in spreading the good news about East Carolina University’s 
largest and most diverse college!

With all best wishes,

William M. Downs, Dean

Welcome from the Dean
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Greetings from the THCAS
Dean’s Advancement Council Chair!  
The Advancement Council is made up of  more than 20 loyal alumni and friends of  Harriot 
College to provide advocacy, consultation, and support for the College of  Arts and Sciences 
at East Carolina University. As one of  ECU’s longest serving and most impactful college-
level advancement councils, we take great pride in our role promoting Harriot College’s 
distinctive degree programs, nationally recognized faculty, outstanding students and alumni, 
and firm tradition of  academic excellence.  

Personally, I am most passionate about the college’s mission to double the number of  
students in the college who study abroad. I have witnessed first-hand the influence that global 
experiences can have on a college student’s life and professional endeavors. Going abroad can 
expose students to unimaginable opportunities. Also, growing up in Greenville, I’ve seen how 
the University has emerged to be an academic leader in North Carolina and beyond. I had 
the pleasure of  receiving both an undergraduate and graduate degree from ECU, which have 
shaped my life significantly. Additionally, I’ve had a very successful and rewarding career as an 
ECU administrator until my retirement a few years ago.  

Our members step up time-and-time again to help secure funds for the Study Abroad Program, the Voyages of  Discovery Lecture 
Series, for merit and need-based student scholarships, and for world-class research. Because we each care in a personal way about the 
success and stature of  Harriot College, it has been gratifying for us to watch—and indeed help guide—the development of  Arts & 
Sciences over the years.

As we look ahead, we are excited about the College’s new directions under the leadership of  Dean William Downs. The Harriot 
College Advancement Council is continuing to establish support for new scholarships that will help attract the best and brightest 
undergraduates to ECU to study in the natural sciences, mathematics, humanities, and social sciences. We are funding the Dean’s 
Early Career Award, which will annually recognize outstanding tenure-track faculty who are doing exceptional research.  

Our goal will always be to put our students first by providing them with the resources they need to be successful. Through continued 
fundraising, exceptional stewardship, and aggressive advocacy, the Harriot College Advancement Council will support the college 
now and into the future. 

If  you share our passion for Harriot College’s future, then please consider how best you might contribute. We would be happy to 
have your participation!

Jim Mullen, Chair
Advancement Council
Thomas Harriot College
of  Arts and Sciences 
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Advancement Council
New Member Profile: Amanda Tilley
Since the publication of  Harriot College’s 2015-16 Cornerstone magazine last fall, Dean Downs 
has welcomed one new member to the Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences Dean’s 
Advancement Council.

The newest member of  the council is Amanda Tilley. Tilley received her M.A. degree in English 
with a concentration in American Literature from East Carolina University in 2003. Currently, she 
is a franchise operator for the Krispy Kreme Doughnut Company in Greenville, Goldsboro and 
Rocky Mount, NC.

“I am excited to serve on the Advancement Council for multiple reasons,” said Tilley. “My English 
degrees have served me well in my business role. Communication – both written and oral – is a 
critical part of  my success. Second, the liberal arts are under fire, and I think it’s important to 
recognize a degree in this field prepares an individual well for a variety of  career pursuits.”

As an ECU alumna, Tilley understands the challenges and ambitious goals the university has for the future, and during her tenure on 
the council, she looks forward to supporting the college and students. 

“ECU is doing innovative things in numerous departments. It is a university on the rise and rightfully growing its reputation,” she 
said. “I am glad to have the opportunity to be an advocate for these great programs and students.”

In her free time, Tilley loves reading, cooking and spending time at the beach. 

The Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences Dean’s Advancement Council provides an opportunity for alumni and friends to 
become more involved with Harriot College, to use their influence and affluence to further Harriot College’s goals and to participate 
in ensuring its future success. The council provides advocacy, consultation and support for Harriot College and the continuing 
development of  its liberal arts and graduate programs. Serving as an advocacy group both on campus and off, the council helps 
promote a positive image and good relations for the college with the rest of  the university, as well as with the region, state and nation.
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Your Support is Transforming the College
 By Jessica Nottingham

Private support helps the Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences grow in scope and quality, deepening our impact on our students 
and the world. We appreciate each and every donor for investing in the current and future success of  the Harriot College of  Arts and 
Sciences. We are better because of  you! 

Through a combination of  endowed scholarships, annually funded scholarships, and gifts to our scholarship accounts, Harriot College 
was able to award a total of  approximately $330,000 in scholarships to 156 students for the 2016-2017 academic year. 

Outside of  scholarship support, the Harriot College Priority Fund is the cornerstone of  giving at the College. Gifts to the Priority Fund 
provide a necessary base of  expendable and flexible revenue to support our core programs and initiatives. Some examples are the ability 
to recruit and retain the best students and faculty, offer hands-on learning opportunities, support research, provide study abroad living/
learning opportunities essential for global learning, and purchase state-of-the-art equipment for our classrooms. Harriot College Priority 
Fund dollars enable Dean William Downs to allocate your support where it is needed most within the College.

You are invited to become a partner in shaping the future. Every gift is important and is a vote of  confidence in Harriot College and its 
future. With your gift you change lives – those of  students, faculty and communities across the globe. 

Thank you for your support and generosity in advancing Harriot College!

Jessica Nottingham, Director of Alumni Relations and Outreach

nottinghamj@ecu.edu        252-737-1753        www.ecu.edu/give/harriot



Faculty in the Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences want their students to be prepared for the job market and to succeed in 
all future endeavors. To that end, many departments in Harriot College offer professional development courses, programs and seminars 
throughout the year that provide students with additional skills they will need outside the classroom.

“In the 21st century, it is a virtual certainty that our graduates will work or interact with someone from a different ethnic or cultural 
background than their own. With its emphasis on understanding cultural diversity, anthropology uniquely prepares students to interact 
with those individuals,” said Dr. Randy Daniel, chair of  the Department of  Anthropology. “As such, students in our professional 
development class learn that anthropology is a gateway major to a variety of  jobs. They begin to understand that what they have learned 
in anthropology doesn’t prepare them for a job, but for any job.”

Seminars often expose students to new ideas or current topics in the ever changing global environment. 

“The workshops and seminars that our students help organize for each other, often involving a mixture of  faculty and student panelists, 
are important because they can address new topics and issues not covered in conventional courses,” said Dr. Jeffrey McKinnon, chair of  
the Department of  Biology. “For example, we have had workshops on the role of  social media in science today, including thoughts on 
best practices, as well as altmetrics (the non-traditional measures of  a scientific paper’s impact) and how to maximize them.”

McKinnon points out how professional courses and seminars prepare students for the job market.

“These workshops and sessions help to give our students a little extra readiness, even an edge, in rapidly changing scientific workplaces,” 
said McKinnon. “They help them to succeed and establish strong career foundations.”

Below is a list of  professional development courses, programs and seminars offered throughout the Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and 
Sciences that help prepare our students for the job market. 

Professional Seminars & Courses:
Preparing Students for the Job Market

Anthropology offers a “Professional Development” course 
for its majors. Objectives of  the course include recognizing 
the types of  practical skills students need to specialize in 
archaeology, cultural anthropology, biological anthropology, 
medical anthropology, or other anthropology subspecialties, and 
how these skills can assist students in obtaining jobs; learning 
about specific job opportunities and internships related to a 
student’s area of  interest; providing an opportunity for various 
organizations at ECU to present information on practical 
skill building strategies to students; and providing a forum for 
students to learn from other anthropology majors about the 
practical skills they have acquired through their anthropological 
training. This class includes a lecture from a former major 
about how anthropology relates to their job. For additional 
information, visit www.ecu.edu/anth/. 

In addition, Anthropology offers an annual “Anthropology 
Alumni Lecture Series,” whose purpose is for former ECU 
anthropology students to share their expertise and experiences 
to current anthropology students who are preparing to 
graduate, or who anticipate graduating in the next few years. 
The lecture series creates more of  a constructive, practical 
dialogue and skill-building opportunity between recent ECU 
anthropology graduates and current ECU anthropology majors. 
For additional information, visit www.ecu.edu/cs-cas/anth/
Annual-Anthropology-Alumni-Lecture-Series.cfm. 

Biology offers a “Research in Progress” Seminar Series run 
by graduate students and post-doctoral students. The series 
features conventional research talks by regional peers, as well as 
workshops and professional development sessions on topics that 
include fellowship writing, altimetrics in research publication, 
social media in science, the three-minute thesis competition 
workshop, communicating science to the general public, and 
managing your data. This year’s organizers of  the “Research in 
Progress” seminar series are PhD students Dan Newhouse and 
Amelia Helms. For additional information, visit www.ecu.edu/
cs-cas/biology/ripseminar.cfm.

Economics offers a Seminar Series throughout the academic 
year open to students and the general public on topics related 
to the state of  the economy. In addition, the Economics Society 
offers a professional workshop for all economics majors during 
the spring semester, which highlights the topics of  resume 
writing, job interview skills, and etiquette. For additional 
information, visit sites.google.com/site/ecueconseminarseries/. 

English offers an English Professional Seminar (ENGL 4999), 
a one-credit free elective course each fall, to students majoring 
in English. In the seminar, students explore career and graduate 
school options; prepare resumes, cover letters, writing samples, 
and their senior portfolios; and reflect on the skills they have 
developed as English majors. For additional information, visit 
www.ecu.edu/cs-cas/engl/careers.cfm. 
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In addition, most English graduate students engage in some 
type of  teaching activity during their program at ECU, meaning 
graduate students are well prepared for teaching jobs. Many 
graduate students are offered the opportunity to do other sorts 
of  professional work, such as editing disciplinary journals or 
working on communications for the department. To prepare 
students who plan to go on the academic job market, the 
department hosts a formal Jobs Group as well as informal 
mentoring and advising. 

Geography, Planning and Environment offers departmental 
Seminars. These seminars are presented by graduate students as 
part of  their thesis proposal defense. For additional information, 
visit www.ecu.edu/cs-cas/geog/. 

Geological Sciences offers a Seminar Series to its students 
and majors each Friday. Speakers from ECU and other North 
Carolina universities present topics related to the field of  
geological sciences. For additional information, visit www.ecu.
edu/cs-cas/geology/seminarseries.cfm. 

Geological Sciences also requires majors in the department to 
take the North Carolina Summer Geology Field Course offered 
each summer in northern New Mexico and southern Colorado. 
The field course is a six-week, six-semester hour capstone 
course that emphasizes field mapping and is designed to rain 
students in field oriented problem solving and critical thinking 
that will prepare them for a professional career in the geological 
sciences. For additional information, visit core.ecu.edu/geology/
HARPER/SummerFieldCourse/index.htm. 

Physics offers a Colloquia and a Seminar Series each semester, 
with multiple presentations each month on topics related to the 
field of  physics. The colloquia and seminars are led by professors 

and researchers from ECU and other North Carolina universities 
and are open to all students. For additional information, visit 
www.ecu.edu/cs-cas/physics/Colloquia.cfm. 

Political Science hosts the annual, Foreign Policy Association’s 
“Great Decisions Program” each spring semester. This series of  
lectures on topics related to foreign policy, international relations, 
and national security, runs eight consecutive weeks on Saturday 
mornings. Experts in their fields provide presentations on the 
topics selected by the Foreign Policy Association. The series is 
open to the public and teachers may earn continuing education 
credit for attendance. For additional information, visit www.ecu.
edu/cs-cas/greatdecisions/home.cfm.

Psychology incorporates a “Research Activity” requirement into 
the PSYC 1000 and PSYC 1060 course for all its students. 
Psychology is rooted in the research findings of  psychological 
scientists from around the world. Because of  the centrality and 
importance of  research to understanding psychology as a science, 
all students enrolled in face-to-face sections of  PSYC 1000 
or PSYC 1060 are required to experience the research process 
first-hand, as a participant and/or consumer of  research. This 
opportunity is designed to show students how the science of  
psychology is conducted first-hand, a form of active learning 
that may enhance the student’s understanding and memory 
for the material in the psychology course; help the student 
to better evaluate other research that he or she reads or learns 
about; provide the student with a unique and often interesting 
opportunity to participate in cutting-edge research; and to inspire 
the student to get involved in a research project as part of  his or 
her academic training. For additional information, visit www.ecu.
edu/cs-cas/psyc/researchactivity.cfm. 

Corporations Who Attend ECU Career Fairs to Hire THCAS Graduates
(Information gathered from Fall 2015 through Fall 2016 - 31 employers)

Alcami
Aegis Therapies
Builders Mutual Insurance Company
Cisco Systems, Inc.
City of  Kinston
Collabera
Credit Suisse
David Weekley Homes
Enterprise Holdings
Federal Bureau of  Investigation
Fidelity Investments

Fortune-Johnson General Contractors
GEICO
Homes by Dickerson
Hospira, a Pfizer Company
Huttig Building Products, Inc.
Insight Global
Keystone Insurers Group, Inc.
Mayne Pharma
MP Consulting Services, LLC
Nutanix

Patheon Pharmaceuticals
Piper Companies
Pitt Community College
RTI International
Sherwin-Williams Automotive Finishes
The Select Group
Total Quality Logistics (TQL)
Travelers
WilcoHess, LLC/ Speedway
Youth Villages
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Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences students prepare for success in their lives in a number of  ways. Through their broad lib-
eral arts education, Harriot College students acquire the tools needed to adapt to a changing work environment and to think outside the 
box. Participating in faculty or mentor-led research projects give Harriot College students the skills to address specific problems within 
their field of  study. Seeking out and taking part in internships allow Harriot College students the ability to gain real-world experiences 
that help prepare them for future successes.

“In English, our for-credit internship program focuses on writing in careers,” said Chair of  the Department of  English Dr. Marianne 
Montgomery. “Internships allow students to apply the writing and thinking skills they’re developing in the classroom to workplace 
situations.”

Not only do internships give students real-world experiences, they provide experiential-learning. Using the skills, competencies and 
knowledge taught in the classroom, students have to address questions and challenges that arise in a work-place atmosphere.

“Experiential learning is often our students’ first true opportunity to apply not just the skills and knowledge, but the versatility, prob-
lem-solving capacity and initiative that we’ve worked so hard to foster in our students,” said Brent Henze, professional communication 
internship coordinator in the Department of  English. “Its benefits, when it’s done properly, are genuinely transformative for students – 
especially those students who we expect to become the leaders of  tomorrow.”

Here are the stories of  two Harriot College students and one alumna who have taken advantage of  the opportunity to participate in 
internships, preparing them to become tomorrow’s leaders. 

Real-World Experience:
Internships Lead to Student Success

Cheyenne Bowman
Graduate Student
Pursuing her MS degree in chemistry

From a young age, Cheyenne Bowman, who will receive her MS degree in chemistry from 
ECU in spring 2017, knew she had a passion for science. Growing up in a military family, 
Bowman moved frequently, and while she was living in England during her first year of  
elementary school she remembers a science experiment she performed connecting circuits to 
light up a light bulb. She was hooked. 

“That is probably when I realized I loved science,” said Bowman. 

Throughout her academic journey, Bowman said she felt supported by her family, teachers 
and guidance councilors.

While attending Wayne Community College in Goldsboro, N.C., Bowman took a chemistry 
class and participated in a forensic science camp that she said “cemented my intention on becoming a chemist.”

Bowman continued her pursuit of  chemistry, earning her bachelor of  science degree in chemistry from ECU in 2015. Now, as she 
pursues her graduate degree, Bowman is participating in an internship with RTI International in Raleigh, N.C. Founded in 1958 

as the first scientific organization in the Research Triangle Park, RTI International is an 
independent, nonprofit research organization dedicated to conducting research that improves 
the human condition.

Through her internship, Bowman is assisting with a multi-disciplinary, research study 
regarding organophosphates and heavy metals and their relationship to diabetes. The study is 
a collaboration among RTI International and ECU associate professor of  chemistry Dr. Anne 
Spuches; Lisa Domico, teaching assistant professor in the Brody School of  Medicine; and 
Walter Pories, professor in the Brody School of  Medicine. 

According to Domico, one in 10 adults in North Carolina have been diagnosed with diabetes, 
while one in 3 may have diabetes, but are unaware of  their condition. In addition, two-thirds 
of  adults in the state are overweight or obese, a risk factor in the development of  diabetes.
The goal of  the study is to examine the hypothesis that the increasing presence of  
organophosphate insecticides and heavy metals in water run-off and soil are associated with the 

One of Cheyenne’s hobbies is photography. Here she captures a 
close-up of a Zebra at the Zootastic Park of Lake Norman, located 
in Troutman, NC.

Cheyenne shows off her pirate pride with a pirate minion. 



rising incidence of  obesity and diabetes in individuals living in 
eastern North Carolina. 

“Cheyenne is focusing more on the organophosphate side of  the 
project and is currently developing analytical methods to detect 
and quantitate organophosphates in serum and plasma,” 
said Spuches.

In addition to method validation, sample preparation and 
analyses, and data evaluation, Bowman is learning to use 
an ultra performance liquid chromatography instrument 
(UPLC). The UPLC instrument is a tool that improves the 
sensitivity, resolution and speed of  analysis of  a mixture 
using chromatography – a method of separating a mixture of  
components into its individual components.

“I have enjoyed getting to know more people and learning new 
techniques and instruments,” said Bowman.

Bowman knows that participating in an internship while 
pursuing her degree is very beneficial, and said it has prepared 
her for her future career. She also had a bit of  advice for other 
students considering an internship in their fields of  study.

“Internships help you figure out if  this field is something you 
really want to do,” said Bowman. “Ask questions. The people 
you meet could be your contacts to help you get further in your 
career. So get to know them.”

Once she receives her master’s degree, Bowman plans to pursue 
her PhD degree in chemistry and begin working in the area of  
forensic science for a government laboratory. One day, she also 
wants to teach high school chemistry, passing along her joy for 
science to the next generation.

D’Andre’ Johnson
Undergraduate Student
Pursuing duel degrees: BA in English, with a 
concentration in creative writing & BFA, with a 
concentration in animation/interactive design

During his childhood, 
D’Andre’ Johnson said 
he was inspired by the 
movie “Spirited Away,” 
and animated shows 
like “Gundam Wing” 
and “Dragonball Z.” 
However, it wasn’t just 
the multimedia work that 
caught his attention. The 
stories also intrigued him, 
which is why he is now 
pursing duel degrees with 
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concentrations in creative 
writing and animation/
interactive design.

“I love multimedia work,” 
said Johnson. “Aside from 
experiencing the visuals, I also 
became intrigued by the story 
of  these shows.”

This fall, as he works on his 
degrees, Johnson is interning 
with the Greenville Office of  
Economic Development. It 
may seem a bit removed from 
writing and animation, but he 
says he is learning valuable skills he will apply to his future.

“I chose to partake in this internship, specifically, because in 
the future I would like to open my own multimedia company 
instead of  just working in one,” said Johnson. “However, to do 
that, experience in business and economics are essential.”

Through his internship, Johnson assists in supervising other 
small businesses that have opened up in Greenville. He 
participates in meetings concerning the detailing of  budgeting 
and event planning, and he conducts research into the logistics 
of  accomplishing specific goals, which he says helps him see all 
the small details of  what it takes to reach that goal.

“The people I work with have been amazing, and I enjoy the 
positive, collaborative work environment that they present,” said 
Johnson. “It is something I want to strive for in opening my own 
company.” 

As someone who sees the bigger picture, Johnson encourages 
other students to participate in internships that will broaden 
their experience and knowledge.

“Formal education is necessary. However, it is an amazing 
feeling when you’re doing an internship and you know that 

you’re not just doing something else that’s 
required, but something that you want to do 
that will help you gain the experience hiring 
professionals are looking for,” said Johnson. “It 
gives you a huge advantage to be able to step 
into something that will give you another step 
up towards your goals.” 

D’Andre’ working in his office during his internship with the 
Greenville Office of Economic Development.

D’Andre’ with his mother Croslyn Johnson, and younger brother D’Onthony Johnson. 

Real-World Experience: continued



11

Melissa Price, MA
Senior Archaeologist
Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research,
Underwater Sector

“While studying archaeology during my undergraduate career, I 
saw a documentary about Titanic. I was struck by the sheer depth 
of  the wreck, and the advanced technology required to travel 
more than two miles below the ocean’s surface to reach it,” said 
Melissa Price (‘15), who began her graduate studies in ECU’s 
Program in Maritime Studies in August 2013.

Afterwards, Price began researching underwater archaeology and 
considering a career in the field. She wanted to study shipwrecks 
and use the technology required to access those wrecks: SCUBA, 
remote sensing equipment, and submersibles.

While working towards her master of  arts degree at ECU, Price 
participated in two internships. 

From July to August 2015, Price joined the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Reef  
Assessment Monitoring Program in the Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands as an underwater archaeologist.

The NWHI are a chain of  islands, atolls and shoals extending 
approximately 1,240 miles northwest from the main Hawaiian 
Islands. These islands, with the exception of  Midway Atoll,
are not inhabited and are protected as part of  the               
Papaha-naumokua-kea Marine National Monument.

Along with a group of other scientists, Price spent more than 
a month at sea investigating and monitoring known shipwreck 

sites, searching 
for reported 
underwater sites 
and conducting 
terrestrial 
surveys on select 
islands. The 
research vessel 
stopped at seven 
locations and 
docked at four 
islands.

Price’s team checked on known shipwrecks in the area, measuring 
and photographing them to log how they change in their 
environments over time. In between islands, they caught up 
on data processing, researched potential sites and prepared 
equipment for the next location. After much hard work and days 
of  searching, they were lucky to find two new sites: a WWII 
Navy oil tanker wrecked at Maro Reef  in 1957 and a WWII-era 
plane at Midway Atoll.

“It is an incredible experience to see a moment of  history, eerily 

frozen in time,” said Price.

“You never know what an internship might bring,” said Dr. 
Jennifer McKinnon, associate professor in the program in 
maritime studies. “For Melissa, the internship with
Papaha-naumokua-ke National Marine Sanctuary led to the 
significant discovery of  a WWII-era ship (USNS Mission San 
Miguel), which had been searched for in previous seasons and 
never located. Imagine as a graduate student helping discovery a 
shipwreck never before found!”

Price’s second internship took place shortly after she graduated 
from ECU. In May 2016, Price was invited to participate in the 
Petra North Ridge Project, a joint archaeological field project 
in Jordan, led by ECU professor of  biological anthropology Dr. 
Megan Perry and her colleagues at NC State.

The goal of  the project was to excavate shaft tombs and domestic 
structures to learn about the non-elite ancient residents of  Petra, 
one of  the Seven Wonders of  the World. While in Jordan, Price 
served as an artifact field conservator. Her primary duties were to 
clean, consolidate and conserve the artifacts that were brought in 
from the field.

“Perhaps my favorite part was spending upwards of  eight hours 
in a pit, excavating a thin copper alloy pan with paintbrushes and 
dental picks. The highlight was when it came out in (mostly) one 
piece!” said Price.

“I learned much in those six weeks and conserved an amazing 
array of  objects, the likes of  which I had only ever seen behind 
glass in museums,” she said. “Petra is one of  the most fascinating 

Melissa surveys a WWII oil tanker at Maro Reef in the Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands. Photo Credit: Dr. Jason Raupp.

Students and staff discuss a domestic archaeological site during the Petra North Ridge Project in Jordan.
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Real-World Experience: continued

archaeological sites I have ever seen, and I still wonder at humans’ determination to carve out a life in an environment as unforgiving as 
the desert.”

Not only did Price enjoy the “breathtaking” locations while performing her internships, but she said the work among those involved 
made a lasting impression.

“There is something to be said about the stellar teams with whom I worked closely during these internships,” said Price. “I certainly 
made some life-long friends.”

Participating in her internships gave Price the skills needed to be successful in her career.

“I learned how to adapt to situations and to be a fast and independent learner, especially when I felt I did not have the experience 
required for certain tasks,” said Price.

In giving advice to current and future students, Price whole-heartedly encourages students to participate in an internship.

“Even if  an opportunity does not align perfectly with your career goals, you will still have a wonderful adventure and learn something 
new along the way,” said Price.

“Melissa took full advantage of  the Maritime Program’s initiative to place graduate students in internships,” said McKinnon. “In fact, 
her excitement and exemplary performance in the first internship led to her personally securing future internships with NOAA and a 
non-profit.”

Since earning her degree at ECU, Price rejoined NOAA for an ocean-bottom mapping expedition in the Pacific, in which she spent a 
month at sea using multi-beam bathymetry to record seamounts between the Marshall Islands and Guam. She also spent more than a 
month at sea around Bermuda with Project Baseline and the Nekton Foundation, whose purpose was to study the health of  the ocean, 
particularly the effects of  overfishing and pollution.

Price joined the Florida Bureau of  Archaeological Research in September 2016 and now serves as a senior archaeologist in the 
underwater sector.

Numbers of  THCAS 
Students Who Seek 

Assistance from Career 
Services

(Information gathered from 2015-2016 academic year) 
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By the Numbers: THCAS Students Take
Advantage of  the Following Services

(Information gathered from 2015-2016 academic year) 

Type of  Guidance	 Total	 Unique

Assessment Review (MBTI)	 7	 3
Business Cards	 36	 35
Career/Major Exploration	 62	 55
Co-Op	 1	 1
Cover Letter/Professional Correspondence	 30	 26
General Career Counseling/Coaching	 12	 10
Graduate School Counseling/Advising	 28	 20
Graduate School Essay Prep/Critique	 62	 25
Internship	 17	 11
Interview Practice/Preparation	 39	 23
Job Search - Full-Time	 35	 26
Job Search - Part-Time	 11	 10
Resume/CV 	 327	 186
TOTAL	 668	 432
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Applying Liberal Arts Degrees to Careers:
Harriot College Alumni Excel

Art Beeler
BS professional degree in 
Correctional Administration and 
Social Work, ECU 1975
US Bureau of Prisons
Warden, Butner Correctional 
Institution (ret.)
Clinical Assistant Professor, North 
Carolina Central University

Art Beeler, a native of  eastern North Carolina, exemplifies how a 
liberal arts graduate demonstrates leadership, finds solutions to 
problems and adapts to changing work environments.

While pursuing his five-year bachelor of  science professional 
degree in correctional administration and social work at East 
Carolina University (it was not a graduate program at that time), 
Beeler became a volunteer probation officer for the late North 
Carolina probation officer, Bob Robinson. In his studies, Beeler 
was immersed in the theory and practice of  using such a degree.

John Ball, department chairman at the time, only hired professors 
who had significant work experience, giving ECU students a 
broad educational experience who could take the theory and 
make it applicable to the work setting. One of  those teachers, the 
late Herman “Gus” Moeller, became Beeler’s friend and mentor, 
guiding him towards considering an internship with the US 
Bureau of  Prisons. Beeler took that internship and the rest, so to 
speak, is history.

After completing his degree from ECU in 1975, Beeler accepted 
an appointment as a correctional officer for a salary of  $7,400; 
married Jo, his wife of  41 years; and began his journey of  more 
than 30 years with the US Bureau of  Prisons, relocating to 
various locations throughout the United States; and obtaining 
a graduate degree from the University of  Maryland and various 
other professional certifications along the way.

The first two years as a correctional officer were “among the 
most formative” of  his career, said Beeler.

It was at this time that Beeler was transferred to a number 
of  locations within the US Bureau of  Prisons. He went to 
Washington, DC, where he learned a lot about the Witness 
Protection Program, correctional programs, immigration and 
naturalization of  Cubans and Haitians, and international 
transfers. He was sent back to Petersburg for a short time and 
then went to Duluth, Minn., where he served as an assistant 
superintendent and had the challenge of  helping to open a 

minimum security facility on an old Air Force Base. 

“My first real association with prison health care came at Duluth, 
as we were experimenting with contract health care,”  said Beeler.

The skills he learned at Duluth would pop up in other positions 
throughout Beeler’s career. 

Beeler’s next assignment was in Lexinton, Ky., at a correctional 
facility that housed both men and women and served as a health 
care facility for lower-level offenders.

After Lexington, 
Beeler was named 
superintendent at 
Maxwell Air Force 
Base in Montgomery, 
Ala., during which 
time he oversaw the 
building of  three 
new dormitories, an 
educational complex, a 
receiving and discharge area, and the reconstruction of  a dining 
facility, all using inmate labor.

“Suffice it to say, that for the time I was there, I learned a bunch 
about building codes, fire codes, environmental compliance 
– what today we call ‘green technology’ – and inter-agency 
collaboration,” said Beeler.

Next, Beeler became warden at the Metropolitan Correctional 
Center in Chicago. 

“Chicago was a learning experience for me,” said Beeler. “More 
than anywhere else, I learned that even though we all work for the 
same ‘government,’ we do not always have the same purpose or 
goal.” 

After Chicago, Beeler became warden of  the Federal Correctional 
Institution in El Reno, Okla., where the Bureau moved an average 
of  500 inmates a day into or out of  the facility, via the Marshal’s 
Airlift, which Beeler said some called “Con Air.” At the time, the 
facility served as the most secure facility in the South Central 
Region, housing more than 1,300 medium- and high-security 
offenders.

In El Reno, Beeler learned more about labor-management 
relations, collaboration and the “need for absolute integrity.”

Over the next few years, Beeler returned to Washington, D.C. and 

After graduating with a broad liberal arts education, Harriot College alumni are prepared for a lifetime of  leadership and adaptability in 
this ever-changing, diverse 21st century. Alumni often demonstrate leadership in their professions and communities, and work towards 
finding solutions to challenges facing their state and the nation.

Following are just a few examples of  alumni who raise the public profile of  a degree in the humanities, social sciences, natural science 
and mathematics, demonstrating how graduates with liberal arts degrees excel in their careers. These individuals illustrate how they are 
working to make a brighter tomorrow and inspire the next generation of  leaders.   

Jo and Art Beeler on their 39th wedding anniversary.



Lexington, and then was sent to 
Fort Dix, N.J., and finally back to 
the state of  North Carolina, where 
he served as warden at the Federal 
Medical Center in Butner, N.C., 
prior to his retirement in 2009.

Retirement, however, has not 
slowed Beeler down. He has 
worked as a consultant for the NC 
Department of  Correction and 
for the Department of  State in 
Afghanistan; has done some pro-
bono work on prisoner reentry; 
served on a task force on the 
management of  the mentally ill 

in North Carolina prisons; and now serves as a clinical assistant 
professor at North Carolina Central University. In his free time, 
he receives great joy from spending 
time with his granddaughter, Lilly, 
thrift store shopping and reading for 
pleasure.

Over the course of  his career, Beeler 
said the paths he traveled taught him 
a lot.

“The most important thing I have 
learned throughout this journey is it 
is about people. People – meaning 
public, staff, inmates and everyone 
else I have had the pleasure to meet,” 
said Beeler. “Building relationships is among the most important 
things you can do in this business.”

Beeler’s educational experience at ECU prepared him well for 
his career, and he feels a liberal arts education is important for 
whatever profession a person chooses. 

“East Carolina University prepared me well both from a 
theoretical standpoint, and from a practical standpoint,” said 
Beeler. “A liberal education has never been more important. As 

we have entered into the world of  globalization, we have found 
ourselves becoming too specialized. To move forward in society, 
students need to not just know how to build their ‘widget,’ they 
need to know where it fits into the larger scheme of things. A 
liberal arts education will help them achieve this in whatever 
profession   they choose.”

Carrie Leigh Browder
BA degree in Political Science/BA 
degree in Philosophy, ECU 2012
Criminal Defense Attorney, Dysart 
Willis Law Firm, Raleigh

A native of  Spring Hope, N.C., Carrie 
Browder received her bachelor of  arts 
degrees in philosophy and political 
science at ECU in 2012. She went on to 
attend Campbell University School of  

Law and is licensed to practice in all North Carolina state courts 
and in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of  
North Carolina.

Currently, Browder is a criminal defense attorney for the Dysart 
Willis Law Firm in Raleigh. She represents clients in State and 
Federal court.

Browder’s inspiration for pursuing law began while she was a 
student of  philosophy at ECU. However, when Browder was 
young, her family experienced the criminal justice system in an 
unfortunate way.

When she was 15-years-old, Browder’s father’s company was 
investigated on allegations of  embezzling taxpayer funds. 
Ultimately, Browder’s father was sentenced to a minimum of five 
years in prison, and he began serving his sentence shortly after 
Browder turned 16.

“Even with this very personal encounter with the criminal 
justice system, I never considered becoming an attorney until 
I began taking philosophy classes at ECU,” said Browder. “My 
philosophy degree prepared me for law school, and ultimately, 
my criminal defense practice.”

Browder said philosophy prepared her with the tools she needs 
to reason through new problems, which arise daily in court, 
pick apart complex legal arguments and communicate effective 
arguments.

“I love my job. I am in state court just about every day,” said 
Browder. “I also am responsible for writing all of  our federal 
motions and briefs (a skill I honed writing philosophy papers at 
ECU) and am responsible for several federal cases of  my own.”

Beyond work, Browder enjoys being active. She often competes 
in local CrossFit competitions, Tough Mudder mud runs, and 
occasionally participates in long-distance races.

Art and his wife Jo enjoy an outing at the theatre with 
their granddaughter, Lilly.

Art plays with a little girl at the woman’s 
prison in Afghanistan, where children are 
kept with their mothers.

Art (front, center) at his retirement in 2009. He is pictured with all the individuals who had worked with him 
and become Warden, or higher.

Harriot College Alumni Excel: continued



Har riot  Col lege  Alumni
Honored by ECU during

2016 Homecoming Weekend

Dr. Douglas Privette
BS degree in Biology, ECU 1972
Virgil Clark ’50 Distinguished
Service Award

This year, Douglas Privette was 
recognized during the 2016 ECU 
Homecoming weekend as the Virgil 
Clark ’50 Distinguished Service Award 
recipient. The Alumni Association’s 
Virgil Clark ’50 Distinguished Service 

Award is one of  the most prestigious offered by the university. 
It recognizes uncommon and outstanding service to the Alumni 
Association and/or the university as a whole. Recipients should 
also adhere to standards of  moral and ethical conduct that 
would cause the University to be proud to present the recipients 
as role models for students and other alumni.

Privette completed his bachelor of  science degree in biology 
from ECU in 1972. He is a member of  the ECU Medical 
& Health Sciences Foundation Board of  Directors. Since 
joining the board in 2010, he has served on several committees 
including investment, engagement, and development and 
donor relations. He travels throughout the state to meet with 
alumni and gain support for professorships, endowments and 
scholarships. He and his wife Terry set up a scholarship in the 
Brody School of  Medicine and have included the school in 
their estate plan. Previously he served as the director of  regional 
development for the East Carolina Heart Institute from 2009 
to 2015. He spent more than 25 years as a cardiologist in 
eastern North Carolina. As one of  the first students in the 
Brody School of  Medicine, he attended for one year before 
transferring to the University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
to get his medical degree there, as was the standard at the time. 
He and Terry reside in Greenville and have three children and 
seven grandchildren. 

Maj. Gen. Frederick 
Padilla
BA degree in Geography, Planning 
and Environment, ECU 1982 
Outstanding Alumni Award

This year, Maj. Gen. Frederick Padilla 
is one of  the recipients of  ECU’s 2016 
Outstanding Alumni Award, which was 
presented to Padilla during ECU’s 2016 
Homecoming weekend. The Alumni 

Association’s Outstanding Alumni Award is one of  the most 
prestigious offered by the university. It recognizes alumni with 
a minimum of five years of  work history, outstanding and 
uncommon achievement in one’s profession, civic affairs, and/
or politics. Recipients adhere to standards of  moral and ethical 
conduct that would cause the university to be proud to present 
the honorees as role models for students and other alumni. It 
is expected that recipients are recognized by their professional 
peers as being truly outstanding within their professions.

Padilla earned his bachelor of  arts degree in geography from 
ECU in 1982. He is the 15th president of  National Defense 
University, the nation’s premier joint military higher education 
institution. With more than 30 years in the Marine Corps, 
Padilla has served throughout the Middle East, Mediterranean, 
and Pacific, including combat deployments in Somalia and Iraq. 
His prior positions include director of  operations with Plans, 
Policies and Operations, Headquarters Marine Corps and 
commanding general of  the Third Marine Division.

After earning his bachelor’s degree from ECU, he went on 
to earn his master of  arts in national security and strategic 
studies at the Naval War College. He also attended the Marine 
Corps Amphibious Warfare School, Air Command and Staff 
College, and Armed Forces Staff College. He is the recipient 
of  numerous personal and unit awards and honors, including 
the Legion of  Merit (with Combat V and two gold stars), a 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal (with oak leaf ), and the 
Combat Action Ribbon (with gold star).

He and his wife Cindy reside in Quantico, VA with their 
daughter, Amy. They also have five grown children: Sam, Ricky, 
Bonnie, Laura, and Taylor.
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Inaugural Scholarship Luncheon:
Harriot College Thanks Donors  (Photos by Rob Taylor Photography & Design)

East Carolina University’s Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and 
Sciences hosted its inaugural scholarship luncheon September 
23, 2016.

At the event, 156 scholarship recipients for the 2016-17 
academic year were honored, and 68 donors who provide the 
financial gifts that fund the scholarships were formally thanked. 

“We are starting a tradition of  saying thank you with this 
inaugural event,” said Dr. William M. Downs, dean of  the 
THCAS. “The college is dedicated to student success and 
growth, and scholarships allow us to attract the best and 
brightest and enhance our educational experiences.”

Christopher Dyba, vice chancellor for University Advancement, 
congratulated the scholars and touched on how gifts from 
donors make an ECU education accessible and attainable. 

“Scholarship support and student success gets to the core 
mission of  the university,” said Dyba. “Your giving makes a 
difference.”

Mr. Charles Saunders, ECU and Harriot College alumnus, 
scholarship donor and member of  the THCAS Dean’s 
Advancement Council, presented the keynote address.

Saunders, who said he was excited to attend the luncheon and 
be on the campus “where it all began,” received his master’s 
and bachelor’s degrees in history from ECU in 1989 and 
1983, respectively. 
He then went on 
to teach history at 
Pitt Community 
College prior to his 
retirement.

“I went to work at 
the same place for 
31 years, and I loved 
it,” said Saunders. “I 

hope that for all of  you; that you can be that fortunate.”

In his opening remarks, Saunders said that the path through life 
is not an easy, straight line.

“From the day you are born, until the day you die, everything 
in between is a learning process. There are curves, bumps and 
obstacles in the road of  life,” said Saunders. “Life is a process.” 

Saunders said there are two things that really mattered most 
in his life; his “beloved parents,” who adopted him a few days 
before Christmas in 1960; and East Carolina University, who 
provided Saunders with scholarship support that covered three 
years of  his education. Therefore, in honor of  his parents 
and the impact ECU played in his life, Saunders created 

three scholarships: The Miriam Perry Saunders 
Education Scholarship Fund, The Saunders Business 
Scholarship and the Charles Edward Saunders 
Scholarship.

“When your life is more settled, look back. See what 
ECU has done for you and consider giving back,” 
said Saunders. “I think you will see, like I did, that 
ECU was a very big part of  your life’s process.”

Following Saunders’ remarks, two Harriot College 
scholarship recipients formally thanked their 
donors and expressed their sincere gratitude for the 
opportunity provided them.

When she learned she had received the Harvey S. 
Wooten Study Abroad Scholarship, Genesis Burgos said, “I 
screamed so loud. I felt like I just won the Mega Millions.”

Burgos, who is majoring in Spanish and photography, said this 
was the first scholarship she has ever received. It provided her 
the opportunity to travel beyond the East Coast and outside 
of  the country for the first time and to experience a different 
culture.

“If  it wasn’t for this scholarship, I’d never have gotten to go to 
Spain,” said Burgos.

Looking at Ms. Wooten, Burgos said, “I want to say ‘thank you.’ 
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You don’t know how 
much this means.”

Taylor Forbes, 
who is majoring 
in chemistry, 
biochemistry and 
applied physics, 
is a recipient of  
the Franklin Kizer 
Scholarship. 

“When I found 
out, I was extremely 
overjoyed,” said 
Forbes. 

In discussing her scholarship, Forbes said she is awed that 
someone donated their money to help a stranger. She is 
encouraged that someone believes in what she is doing, and now 
she has more time to dedicate to her studies. 

“I am able to pursue my dreams and make a difference in other 

people’s lives like the Kizers have done in mine,” concluded 
Forbes. “I am humbled and eternally grateful.” 

More than 150 scholarship recipients, donors and department 
faculty attended the inaugural Thomas Harriot College of  
Arts and Sciences Scholarship Luncheon, held in Harvey 
Hall of  the Murphy Center. Also at the event, recipients had 
the opportunity to have a professional photo taken together 
with their donors to 
memorialize the day. 
Photos are viewable and 
available for download 
in a gallery located at 
robtaylorphoto.com/
hcassaysthankyou.

Downs, who was pleased 
with the message of  
“thanks,” plans to make the 
luncheon an annual event.

Extending the Reach of Your Contribution
Our first and most important commitment is to student success, and we are at work every day crafting new opportunities that 
enhance our students’ learning and equip them with the skills they need to enter a competitive job market. The generosity 
of  alumni and friends like you allows the Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences to continue to offer its students an 
unmatched world-class education.

Private donations help up accomplish the following on an annual basis:

•	 Fund merit-based and need-based scholarships that help recruit, retain, and graduate the students who will become 
North Carolina’s next generation of  scientists, public leaders, educators, economists, authors, historians, and more. We 
have been particularly grateful for scholarship support that enables students to gain their first international experience, 
because studying abroad heightens competence and competitiveness in an increasingly global economy.

•	 Help bring the world of  ideas to ECU’s campus and to the Greenville community through the acclaimed Voyages of  
Discovery Lecture Series (www.ecu.edu/voyages). Now in its 10th year, the Series has attracted more than 23,000 
students, faculty, staff, and the broader public to hear from some of  the world’s foremost authorities in the sciences, 
the arts, and the humanities. Widely recognized as eastern North Carolina’s premier intellectual event, the Voyages of  
Discovery Lecture Series relies on the support of  alumni and friends of  the college. 

•	 Advance the research mission of  our college by facilitating the recruitment and retention of  top faculty and by ensuring 
that East Carolina University is the go-to institution in our region for problem-solving expertise. Funds from donors 
help Harriot College host major international conferences, support investigators in the field and in the laboratory, and 
grant students unique opportunities to work on projects beyond the classroom.   

Charitable gifts allow today’s Harriot College students and faculty to blaze new trails in social and physical sciences, literature and 
languages, mathematics, and the humanities.   
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Thomas Harriot College of Arts and Sciences
Annual Honor Roll of Donors
During the past year, hundreds of friends have generously supported Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences with their financial 
gifts. In these days of shrinking government funding, contributions from institutions and individuals provide expanded programming, 
academic opportunities, and liberal arts enrichment for students and faculty. The following list reflects gifts made to Thomas Harriot 
College of  Arts and Sciences from July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016.

As with any donor list of  this magnitude, it is extremely difficult to ensure that there are no omissions or errors. We have made every 
effort to carefully check the listing of each contribution. If for some reason a name has been omitted, or incorrectly listed, please notify 
Harriot College’s Director of Alumni Relations and Outreach, Jessica Nottingham, at 252-737-1753, so that we may correct our 
records. Thank you.

Updated as of  June 30, 2016
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Alton Linwood Strickland Jr.
The Houston Group, Inc.
Lloyd B. Snyder and Margaret Terry

Julie Metz Thompson
Jennifer Mary Tripp
Julian Robert Vainright Jr. and
	 Martha East Vainright
Robert Duane Vangorden II and
	 Julia Kay Vangorden
Dan C. Vismor Jr. and Barbara Vismor
Brett David Weed and Sara K. Weed
Roy Edward Young and Ann Bell Young

Gift Level: $100+
Charles Stewart Allen Jr. and
	 Corene Allen
Robert Ross Allen Sr. and
	 Mary Louise Allen
Debra L. Anderson
Kent Thomas Anderson and
	 Margaret Morrisette Anderson
Connie Gail Ballance
Margaret D. Bauer
Ann Fleming Beach
Patricia Beaman Bissette
Stephanie Folsom Boschee
Robert Sidney Boyette Jr. and
	 Beverly Page Boyette
H. David Bradshaw and
	 Kathy Bradshaw
Charles Christopher Bremer and
	 Barbara Waaland Bremer
Roger Earl Brogneaux and Gillian
	 Marshall Brogneaux
Frank Ripley Brown Jr. and
	 Ada Milenkovic Brown
Thomas Perry Bullard III and
	 Catherine Sanders Bullard
Roger Dale Burton and Mary
	 Elizabeth Patton
Boyd C. Campbell Jr. and
	 Frances Kelley Campbell
Thomas Burgess Carroll and
	 Yvonne L. Ralston
Dorothy L. Carter
James Keith Caviness and Patricia  
	 Philips Caviness
John B. Clark
James Franklin Coble
Christopher Lowell Coggins and Corey 	
	 Eaton Coggins
Larry Mahlon Collins and Yasuyo Collins
Ruth Ann Copley
Laddie Moore Crisp Jr. and
	 Jamie Strickland Crisp
John Robert Duggins Jr. and
	 Vicki Green Duggins
Thomas Glen Edrington and
	 Marchell Cuppett
Ralph Waldo Ellison III
Mary Harris Everett
Marie T. Farr
Mercer M. Faulkner and
	 Melissa J. Faulkner
Bruce Field and Kimberly Field
Richard E. Flickinger Jr.
Matthew Finch
Dwight B. Foster and Grace
	 Peterson Foster
Yongin Gao and Xiao Yang Wang Gao
Antonino Giaimo
Marshall Kenneth Gramm
William Luther Grant Jr. and
	 Mary Frances Grant
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Clyde Stanley Hall and Catherine S. Hall
Monte L. Hall and Carole Rankin Hall
Ralph W. Hall Jr.
Fred A. Halstead Sr. and
	 Donna D. Halstead
William W. Hankins and Denise Hankins
Thad Alonza Hart Jr.
Roylena Johnatta Hawkins
John W. Heath
John G. Herbert and Beverly G. Herbert
Jonathan Philip Heyl and Carrie
	 Lyon Heyl
Keith D. Holmes Jr. and
	 Susan T. Holmes
Russell Norman Holmes and
	 Patricia Holmes
Randy Keith Houston
Ed E. Howell
B.C. Howser and Lona Manning Howser
Victor Hudson and Lisa Warren Hudson
Ray Van Ingold and Jean Ingold
Robert Charles Ittig and Kristen E. Ittig
William Patrick James and Ann
	 Campbell James
Richard E. Jenkins Jr. and
	 Betsy B. Jenkins
Jack W. Jenkins and Sara M. Jenkins
Craig Bennett Katzman and
	 Cynthia Hartis Katzman
Kenneth Bryant Hite and
	 Rebecca Lackey Hite
Ellen Gallagher Howlett
Maria Elizabeth Jocys
Mark Allen Kilgore and Primitiva
	 Palitayan Kilgore
Jonathan M. Lee
Alicia Khristian Legrande
Elizabeth Ashton Levey
Perry J. Lockerman and
	 Deloriese Lockerman
Paulette LaFayee Lofton
Samuel Joshua Madison
Dalton L. Mann
Richard Allen Marksbury and
	 Kathleen Crowe Marksbury
Eric Duane Martin
David Scott McAndrew and
	 Hope McAndrew
Michael Roy McCammon and
	 Susan M. McCammon
Brent Morgan McIntyre and Marykent
Copley McIntyre
Janice Emery McKenney
Philip James McPherson and
	 Heather Hackett McPherson
Kathy A. Meads
Ronald David Miller and Karon
	 DeClark Miller
Andrew Turner Morehead Jr.
James C. Morgan and Dolores
	 Hayes Morgan
Jonathan Morris
Linly Gerald Morris and
	 Barbara N. Morris
Robert Carl Nelson II and
	 Gwendolyn D. Parker-Nelson
Charles H. Nimitz and Carol C. Nimitz
Alexander B. Noe Jr. and
	 Kimberly W. Noe
James Gardner Norton and
	 Annie C. Norton

Thomas Leon O’Neal and Janice
	 Lowry O’Neal
Ambrose Lloyd Owens III and
	 Johanna Shackelford Owens
Robert H. Pearsall and Hazel Pearsall
William D. Peden
Jessica Rose Pendergrass
Jeremy Allen Pulley and Jennifer Pulley
Michael C. Phillips and Beverly
	 Williamson Phillips
Terry Richardson Pruden
Ram Hospitality
Kenneth Irving Riddick
Katharine Hill Riggins
Madison Justyn Riel
Wilton Gene Rountree and
	 Catherine D. Rountree
Roger Allen Rulifson and Gayle
	 Gwennap Rulifson
Ted Thurston Salmon and
	 Debora Salmon
David Senkyr and Kelly Smith Senkyr
Bane Shaw and Ann Hoover Shaw
Lorraine G. Shinn
Robert Michael Skurla Jr. and
	 Martha Cornell Skurla
David Luther Smith
Ira Thomas Smith and Florida
	 Simmons Smith
R. Max Smith and Jean Fisher Smith
Steven L. Stamper
Thornton Green Stovall Jr. and
	 Nancy Stovall
Bob M. Strock and Mary Lentz Strock
Vernon Suits and Mildred Rouse Suits
Edith F. Swanson
Marion P. Sykes and Gwen C. Sykes
Matthew D. Tatman and Andrea
	 West Tatman
John Hugh Thigpen
Dale Lionel Thomas Jr. and
	 Lindsey Scherer Thomas
John Unsworth and Lynn B. Unsworth
Julian Paul Thomas and Amber
	 Colley Thomas
Jonathan M. Travis and Dorothy
	 Marie Travis
Donald N. Tudor and Leah M. Tudor
Ronald Allen Ward
Peter Watson and Anita R. Watson
Henry Weil III
Michael Francis White Jr. and
	 Dianne M. White
Scott A. Wilson
Allen Wight and Martha B. Wight
David Wilson-Okamura and
	 Tricia Wilson-Okamura
Christopher Robert Zemalkowski

Gift Level: $100
Aegon Transamerica Foundation
Alliance One International
Garland L. Askew
George Auld and Sue Flanagan Auld
Lawrence E. Babits and Nancy
	 Mayer Babits
Philip Neal Barbee and Kathryn
	 Todd Barbee
Norman D. Barclay and Judith
	 Underwood Barclay
Merrifll Barnes and Tema M. Barnes

William Charles Barrett IV and Pamela 	
	 Raper Barrett
Mary Helen Barwick
James H. Bateman Jr. and Judy
	 Stott Bateman
Gerald Arthur Beaman and Jane
	 Rayford Beaman
Patricia Cellia Beaver
Michael Christopher Bell
John Alexander Bogatko and
	 Aesook L. Bogatko
Gerald O. Bouchard and
	 Susan F. Bouchard
Gregory Clyde Boyd and
	 Beverly P. Boyd
Richard Bradley and Lee
	 Harrell Bradley
Ronald Gene Braswell Jr. and
	 Tiny Mickie Braswell
Joseph Daniel Brennan Jr. and
	 Patricia Steigerwald Brennan
David A. Brunson and Rodnea
	 Clark Brunson
James F. Buckman IV and
	 Kaye Buckman
Ann Wright Bundy
Brian Mcgarry Burgess and Michelle 		
	 Barber Burgess
Larry Burns and Karly Klemp Burns
Agnes R. Burton
Cameron Cyrus Bush
David Kyle Bushnell
Wayne T. Caldwell
Henry Jacob Campbell
Michael Andrew Carmody
Michael R. Carpenter and
	 Mildred Carpenter
Sean H. Cavanaugh and 
	 Jenny Cavanaugh
Walter Brent Chambers and
	 Lynette Chambers
James T. Cheatham and
	 Brenning B. Cheatham
William Clark and Shelli Capps Clark
Kenneth Ray Congleton
Alethia H. Cook
William Shaw Corbitt III and Suzanne 		
	 Aycock Corbitt
Beverly Jones Cox
Jerry Wayne Cox and Kim Aussant Bell
Nancy McDuffie Cox
James R. Croom and Jane B. Croom
Christopher Steven Crosby and
	 Tina P. Crosby
James Knox Dame II
Steven H. DeBerry and Janice DeBerry
Jeffery Lee Donald and Leah Donald
Wade Glendon Dudley and
	 Susan Marske Dudley
William E. Elmore and
	 Martha G. Elmore
Thomas Eugene Eure and
	 Susan O’Neill Eure
Edward R. Ezzell and Donna H. Ezzell
Paul Minges Farley
Robert L. Fisher Jr. and
	 Deborah T. Fisher
Chris Eugene Fonvielle Jr. and
	 Nancy Stokely Fonvielle
Jeffrey Scott Forsythe and
	 Kristen Renee Forsythe
Brandon Todd Foster
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Travis Fulk and Robbyn Fulk Moore
John D. Fulton and Susan Miller Fulton
David Gardner and Gail Rice Gardner
Michael Nicholas Gargiulo and
	 Stacey A. Gargiulo
Cecil Thomas Garner II and
	 Sandra G. Garner
William Sidney Gibson
Glenn Thomas Godwin
Adam Christopher Grandle
Charles Mitchell Gurganus and
	 Gina Rouse Gurganus
Emilie Sue Hagan
Alexander Hamilton and
	 Julie P. Hamilton
David Clarke Hanner
Thomas McCrae Harris
Donald Wayne Harritan and
	 Judy Jordan Harritan
Paul Edward Haug and Bettie Haug
Gwendolyn Jean Hawley
Walter Frisby Hendricks III and
	 Jean Ann Hendricks
Joseph M. Hester Jr. and Betsy
	 Augustine Hester
Daniel Albert Hewitt III and	
	 Ann Kelso Hewitt
Mary Rebecca Hill
Roger Brent Hobgood and Betsy
	 Allen Hobgood
Clifton J. Holcombe and
	 Leslie Holcombe
Nathaniel F. Howe
Fei Hu
Jeffery Dale Hurley and Barbara
	 Gerth Hurley
Charles Oswood Jenkins and
	 Anne W. Jenkins
Robert Howard Jenkins and
	 Debra B. Jenkins
Johnnie Earl Jones and Tara
	 Reesal Jones
Thurman Douglas Joyner and
	 Brenda Hodges Joyner
Younhee Kim
C. Ralph Kinsey Jr. and Sylvia
	 Smith Kinsey
Richard William Koehler and
	 Adrienne Koehler
Randall P. Leblond and Millie Leblond
Gregg Dewayne Longworth
Hugh McLean Lee
Kate Racheal Levin
Carol B. Longmire
Hannah Lewis Lowry
James Ingram Martin Sr. and
	 Linda Martin
Robert Lee Martin Jr. and Leah Martin
K. David Masters Jr. and
	 Joyce S. Masters

Warren A. McAllister and
	 Ruby F. McAllister
Thomas S. Rankin and Jill C. McCorkle
Cleophus McCoy
Richard J. McKeever and Sarah
	 Roberts McKeever
David Meador and Carrie
	 Elizabeth Meador
Randy Meares and Phyllis A. Meares
Raymond D. Meiggs and
	 Bettye H. Meiggs
Jeffrey Lee Miller and Rachel
	 Beaman Miller
Robert Arthur Millie and Theresa Millie
James Wallace Mitchell and
	 Angela Sloan Mitchell
Joe Mitchener and Harriet B. Mitchener
Peter Todd Morrison
Franklin Todd Murphy and Ann Murphy
Robert Arthur Murray and
	 Debbie Stephenson Murray
Marty Ray Nealey and
	 Kimberly M. Nealey
Myron Edward Neville and
	 Vanessa R. Neville
Barbara Stanley Norris
Joseph K. Norris Jr. and
	 Janet M. Norris
Richard P. Olsen and Dena Olsen
Michael McDonald Parker and
	 Sandra D. Parker
Shelia H. Parker
Larry Wayne Parsons and
	 Betty-Neill G. Parsons
Bettie Anne Jenkins Perry
Charles D. Perry
Christian M. Petrucci and
	 Kimberly Barba Petrucci
Ann Risher Phillips
Joseph W. Pitt and Bernice M. Pitt
Thomas Eugene Pond
Thomas J. Porter Jr. and
	 Judith A. Porter
Ken Potosnak
Warren Powell and Jeana
	 Shallcross Powell
Pamiley T. Powers
Donald B. Rains and Vicky Rains
Palaniappan Ravindranathan
Macon Reavis and Grace Drew Reavis
Russell Harper Rhodes Jr. and
	 Melissa Rose Rhodes
Doug Robertson and Betsey Robertson
Jeanne Chorley Robertson
Judy Ruffin
Roger Andrew Russell
Paul L. Sasser and Sandra J. Sasser
Michael L. Scholtz and Janice Scholtz
Charles Foster Seymour and Stacey 

Lippincott Seymour
Tobin Hugh Shepherd and
	 Beverley E. Shepherd
Alvin Maurice Simmons
Christopher Douglas Simpson and
	 Nicole Weaver Simpson
William L. Simpson and Susan
	 Whalen Simpson
James Lee Smalfelt and
	 Mary Duke Smalfelt
John Newton Smith III and 
	 Rose Whitfield Smith
Richard Smith and Laurie R. Smith
Lester C. Smith Jr. and Helen Smith
Nancy Spalding
George Thomas Speight and
	 Regina Speight
Thomas P. Stephenson and
	 Nancy Lou Stephenson
James Ellis Stevenson Sr. and
	 Geraldine Harris Stevenson
Barney R. Strutton and Lou Strutton
Jeffrey Scott Taggart and
	 Jeanette Lanier Taggart
Edwin Earl Teachey Jr. and
	 Ann P. Teachey
Clinton E. Thomas Jr.
Andrea Linda Thompson
Caleb Lee Trexler and Berta W. Trexler
Edward Junior Tyer II and
	 Sherry Becton Tyer
Timothy I. Umeofia
Brian Edward Vierria
Todd Austin Viverette and
	 Ashley King Viverette
Eugene Waters Jr. and
	 Catherine N. Waters
Dennis Wayne Watson and
	 Jennifer Collins Watson
James Hugh Wease and 
	 ynthia C. Wease
Walter Gay Wells III and Scott
	 Snowden Wells
John C. Whitehead
Charles Watkins Wilkinson Jr. and
	 Dolores H. Wilkinson
Cornelis Winkler III and Anne Winkler
D. Raye Winstead
Kenneth Wondergem and
	 Carmen Wondergem
Donald M. Wooten and
	 Dawn B. Wooten
Claire Cottrell Young
Joseph W. Zarzynski
Leo E. Zonn and Lucia Varni Zonn
Brian Lee Zuchelkowski



DEPARTMENTS
Anthropology
Dr. Randy Daniel, Chair
danieli@ecu.edu
328-9455

Biology
Dr. Jeff McKinnon, Chair
mckinnonj@ecu.edu
328-6718

Chemistry
Dr. Andrew Morehead, Chair
moreheada@ecu.edu
328-9798

Criminal Justice
Dr. William Bloss, Chair
blossw@ecu.edu
328-4192

Economics
Dr. Haiyong Liu, Chair
liuh@ecu.edu
328-1083

English
Dr. Marianne Montgomery, Chair
montgomerym@ecu.edu
328-6687

Foreign Languages and 
Literatures
Dr. Benjamin Fraser, Chair
fraserb14@ecu.edu
328-6232

Geography, Planning, and 
Environment
Dr. Burrell Montz, Chair
montzb@ecu.edu
328-6230

Geological Sciences
Dr. Steve Culver, Chair
culvers@ecu.edu
328-6360

History
Dr. Christopher Oakley, Chair
oakleyc@ecu.edu
328-1025

Mathematics
Dr. Johannes Hattingh, Chair
hattinghj@ecu.edu
328-6461

Philosophy and Religious Studies
Dr. George Bailey, Chair
baileyg@ecu.edu
328-6121

Physics
Dr. Jefferson Shinpaugh,
Chair
shinpaughj@ecu.edu
328-1852

Political Science
Dr. Alethia Cook, Chair
cooka@ecu.edu
328-5869

Psychology
Dr. Susan McCammon, Chair
mccammons@ecu.edu
328-6800

Sociology
Dr. Bob Edwards, Chair
edwardsr@ecu.edu
328-4863

INTERDISCIPLINARY  
PROGRAMS
African and African American 
Studies
Dr. Ken Wilburn, Interim Director
wilburnk@ecu.edu
328-1029

Art Histories
Dr. Ronald Graziani, Director
grazianir@ecu.edu
328-4067

Asian Studies
Dr. John Tucker, Director
tuckerjo@ecu.edu
328-1028

Classical Studies
Dr. John Stevens, Director
stevensj@ecu.edu
328-6056

Coastal and Marine Studies
Dr. Paul Gares, Director
garesp@ecu.edu
328-6084

Ethnic Studies
Dr. Su-Ching Huang, Director
huangsu@ecu.edu
328-2423

Forensic Science
Dr. Anthony Kennedy, Director
kennedyan@ecu.edu
328-9816

Great Books
Dr. Helena Feder, Director
federh@ecu.edu
328-6678

International Studies
Dr. Marie Lounsbery, 
Undergraduate Director
olsonlounsberym@ecu.edu
328-2349

Dr. David Smith, Graduate Director
smithdav@ecu.edu
328-5524

Leadership Studies
Dr. Peter Francia, Co-Director
franciap@ecu.edu
328-6126

Dr. John Howard, Co-Director
howardjo@ecu.edu
328-5305

Medieval and Renaissance
Studies
Dr. Kevin Moll, Director
mollk@ecu.edu
328-1250

Multidisciplinary Studies
Dr. Ronald Graziani, Director
grazianir@ecu.edu
328-4067

Neuroscience
Dr. Tuan Tran, Director
trant@ecu.edu
328-6445
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Religious Studies
Dr. Mary Nyangweso, Director
wangilam@ecu.edu
737-2422

Russian Studies
Dr. Elena Murenina, Director
mureninae@ecu.edu
328-5521

Security Studies
Dr. Alethia Cook, Director
cooka@ecu.edu
328-5869

Women’s Studies
Dr. Donna Kain, Co-Director
kaind@ecu.edu
737-2705

Dr. Karin Zipf, Co-Director
zipfk@ecu.edu
328-1024

ADVANCEMENT COUNCIL
Dean
William M. Downs
downsw14@ecu.edu

Executive Secretary
Denise Miller
millerde@ecu.edu

Director of Alumni Relations
and Outreach
Jessica Nottingham
nottinghamj@ecu.edu

Chair
Mr. James H. Mullen, III
Greenville, NC

Honorary Co-Chair
Mr. Robert L. Jones
Raleigh, NC

Members
Dr. James H. Bearden
Greenville, NC

Mr. Thomas R. Bland
Raleigh, NC

Dr. J. Everett Cameron
Atlantic Beach, NC

Dr. Shirley Carraway
Winterville, NC

Dr. Paul Fletcher, Jr.
Greenville, NC

Mr. John W. Forbis
Greensboro, NC

Dr. James M. Galloway, Jr.
Greenville, NC

Dr. Churchill Grimes
Santa Cruz, CA

Dr. Virginia Hardy
Greenville, NC

Dr. H. Denard Harris
Morehead City, NC

Mr. W. Phillip Hodges
Williamston, NC

Ms. Sherry Holloman
Greenville, NC

Mr. J. Phillip Horne
Greenville, NC

Mr. Mitchell L. Hunt
Greensboro, NC

Mr. Michael McShane
Keswick, VA

Mr. John S. Rainey
Midlothian, VA

Mr. Charles Saunders
Winterville, NC

Mr. Matthew Slate
Chatham, NJ

Mr. Edward T. Smith
Greenville, NC

Mr. Tod Thorne
Charlotte, NC

Ms. Amanda Tilley
Greenville, NC

Ms. Stewart Veneziano
Durham, NC

Mr. Glenn C. Woodard, Jr.
Woodstock, GA

Ms. Harvey S. Wooten
Greenville, NC

252-328-9566 • eculegacy.org • ecu.edu/give

Many gift options are available that can guarantee future success at ECU. 
Through Planned Giving, you can reduce or eliminate capital gains tax, 
income tax or estate tax – while leaving a perpetual legacy for you or your 
family at East Carolina!  Planned gifts provide creative tax advantageous gift 
options to fund your passion.  Gift options include:

Greg Abeyounis 
252-328-9573

abeyounisg@ecu.edu
ECU Foundation

ECU Medical and Health 
Sciences Foundation

Kendra Alexander
252-328-9566

alexanderk@ecu.edu
ECU Foundation

ECU Medical and Health 
Sciences Foundation

All Planned Gifts regardless of size or type qualify donors for Membership in the Leo W. Jenkins Society. Visit 
eculegacy.org or contact us to discover the ways you leave a legacy AND make a lasting impact on ECU!

Your Help Today will Leave a Legacy at East 
Carolina University that Lasts Forever!

 v Bequest Provisions
 v IRA/Qualified Retirement 

Plan Beneficiary Designations
 v Charitable Gift Annuities
 v Charitable Remainder Trusts

 v Gifts of  Real Estate
 v Gifts of  Life Insurance
 v TOD transfers for investment 

accounts and annuities



Thomas Harriot College of Arts and Sciences
1002 Bate Building
Mail Stop
East Carolina University
Greenville, NC 27858-4353

Nonprofit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #110

Greenville, NC


