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Dear Skipper,

January 19, '42

It was a great relief, to put it mildly, td hear
from Mother last week that you were 0.K. Naturally, I
am completely in the dsrk as to where you are but I had
an ides things must be bretty hot.

I was on board for the fireworks, the 7th, and I
wouldn't have missed it for the world.

G.4. sounded at sbout 0755 just as I wgs contemplating
getting out of my bunk., It didn't take but a few seconds
to realize that tiis was the r=al thing for we took fish #1
on beoard tc port as I was scrambling down the ladder to
centrsl station which of course was my battle station as
Asst. Navigator. Almost instantly water started pouring
through the coaming I had Just passed throush and was entering
central in about & two irch stream throush the only open
watertisht door to that copartment. Nevertheless the dcor
¢couldn't be closed since personnel were manning thefr stations
in central and hed no other access. I must have really
made tmacks on the way down for I was the first one in the
place. In the absence of the Bos'n mate I managed to pass
the word over the speaker system to "close all watsr igkt
doors" (which, unfortunately had been opened Just a few
minutes before in accordence with rort routine), followed
this after some hesitation with "set condition Zed", Much
to my relief the D.C.0. entered and took over several
moments later. Along about this time, fisk npumber 2 hitg
us to port and in the proximity of central, for the water
really started pouting over the coaming. This made it
necesaary to close the door in the face of several ien who
were evacuaténg radio cent®el which had apparenily been
bilged along with God oL.y knows how msny other compartmernts
to port. Suffice it to say that we were raplidly taking
& heavy list to port. At tiis point fish #3 hit us amidships
ard almost #mmediately, all lights dimmed and went out and
all battle circuits went-out with the exception of OUr B = = rman
sound~powered job to the repair parties. By the grace of God
this circuit enabled us to counterflcod, at first conservatively,
then as the ship lieeled over viclently putting the inclinometer
two inches off the scale, we counterflooded'all avelilable'.
With great :elief we noticed that t:i: action had teken effect
and the needle was moving slowing back on the scale. At tris
point there was a lull in the atiack which must have lasted
about fifteen minutes. At any rate we had tiwe to look around
in the dark with our one flashlight and take stock on how
central was doing. Central was filled with men who hsad escaped
from damaged compertments, Many of them were covered from
head to fooct with fuel oil and were continually slipping
on the deck down to the low side of the corpartment which
by this time was well flooded with water and fuel oil. The
water waw bad enough in hampering operations, but the fuel
0il made 1t lmpossible to stand on the tilted deck. Water was
flooding thru ventilators, buckled seams, and the bottom of
cne of the weter tight doors. It wus extremely difficult to




dog t:is one down as the two bottom dogs were inverted before
the door was closed, also three men trapped on t® other side
were exerting almost sup-rhuman strength in trying to get
in. Believe me it wasn't pleasant to have to keep tiis door
closed under theme circumstances. Fortunately, the trunk on
the opposite side filled rapidly.

Since there were at lesst forty men by this time in
central, we decided to start sending trem up the escape tube
leading to the conning tower. This operstion was like pulling
teath, for it took several minutes per man to c¢liasb the ladder
and many were in a weskencd condition from the effects of the
0il and fumes from the exploded charges. Alsc wabter was rising
in central with incressing rapidity. By the time the D.C.O.
and I left, tke compartment was flooded to shoulder level and
£illing rapidly. When we were about half way up the oil soaked
~ladder, Vic Delano nollered down from the top of the tube and
told trs 1st looey that he was in coumagd of the skip. Thls
was the first time we knew haw things were feiring topsides.
The first thing I saw upon lsaving the connin’ tower was the
skipper lying on the starboard side of the bridge. e was
still alive at this time and had already given the order
abandon ship. The ship was burning av tire base of the forem.st
and on the quarterdeck. Also oil in the water astern of the
ship was blazing twenty or thirty feet high and blowing
down on our ﬁ¢¥§ starboard quarter from the Arizona which
was burnipng fiercely. The D.CO., went we aft to fight the
fire aft and sent Vie forward. This was no mean pizéon since
there was absolutely no pressu e on the fire main and hoses
hed to be rigsged to the ship alonside. A4ll of t is was done
between intermittent strafing attacks, light bombs and heavy
1000 1b. bombs. We would run under the overhang of Tur. IV
during strafings and then run cut and fight the fire. With
dead and wougded lying all around the few of us who had not
yet abandoned ship fclt mighty lucky, espedially those of
us on the guarterdeck who witnessed a 1000 lb. bomb penetrate
Turret I11 without exploding. Tmmediately after tris occuredce
we pulled the only three men in the turret out. All three were
'<ba&ly-burnedffromwf&aming-avéa%ienwgaseline~£rom'tne»oatapu;x.
above, one was vislvly dead and one had lost his arm., By tils
time sights like these were commonplace and I was surprised
at how little it affected me.

In the face of the likelyhood that the forward magazines
wold zo off at any minute, the D.CO ordered all remaining
personnel to abandon ship. J.T. Eine and I were picked up
in the water close to the suarterdeck by a Solace motorlaunch.
This must have been sbout 1400, tho' we had no conception of
time. Jack and I spent the rest of the afternoon crulsing up
ard down tke line of ships picking up survivors and teking
them to the Officer's Club landing. We were both barefooted
and covered PBrom head to foot witk oil and salt water in our
wl:ite service, but ctherwise we were absolutely 0.XK.

sside from the fact that I might heve had some leave a:;d
nave been able to see you and Yobher this winter I am delipghted
to be here. I have a very good job now and aside from the
fact that 1'd rather be at sea I am very much satisfded with
the way things are 3. lng. I am a little shy of uniforms and
eqaipmentd‘present but the zovernment is golng to reimburse
s G pst of ovr opar . I salvaged my clqss ring and the




remains of my sword, which will be gquite a keepsake.
1 hope Mother won't be too worried about us. I am goige

to try to write to her several times a week. That may help.
Pabtty has writted me several letters since tlhe war, and it
never ceases to surprise me the way she is growing up.

I visited the Boynton's about a week ago and was treated to
my first drink of Oke. You can't get the real Oke out here

you can't get anything now, except

anymore, you know, In fact
"white zombies" (plain milk).

81x more years out here end I'll be a kamaaina, but I
certainly hope I can hit the mainland now and thren.

Love and Good Luck,

Archie
AP, Kelley
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