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THE YEAR

Review of Trade Condi-< •. I

tions in tGreenville.

FINE W I N G  OF BANKS.

•  - - T k T —
Business in the Best BusinessTown

in North Carolina for its Size 

.Has Increased Rapidly.

The qaestioo of progress appeals 
to every individual, to every busi­
ness, u d  to every oommuuity. He 
is very careless of his owo interests 
who does Bot'oeoasioually cousider 
soch a question from each of these 
points of View, The fact that 
men frequently prosper under ad­
verse oooditions may be oouceded, 
^oneoted with this fact is the one 
that •ome4ndividuals realise a cer- 

. tain prosperity at the. expense of 
the community. It is plain, how­
ever, that the coodiiiou of the 
basiness enterprises in a  given 

' oommnnity serionsly affects the 
hamblMt eitixeo, as well as the 
greatest; and the oooditions that 

' pitvalJ in thaoommnnity at large 
reaches back to instltations and 
to the smallest taz-payeV.

With these suggestions io mind 
it seems appropriate at this season, 
wheiMhe year’sacooQots most be 
rondered and preparatioos begun 
for the new year’s basiness, to 
o ilira ileaat a easaal review of 
Qraeuville’s present condition, su'd 
to disoover, if possible, an answer 
to URt ^lestion tht^ introduces tnis 
l^rtiole, This does not involve an 
toormoos task or the consideration 
of a bewildering number of minute 
details. Still, the answers aflbrded 
t»y observation in a general way 
teed to lie sapplemented thrgngh 
reference to certain responsible in­
dications. *

The first effort o f  th e  A e fl b o - 
. TOB was to  leonre a  personal state- 

ia e o t  from th e  heads of th e  tow n’s 
Varions enterprises.

From the fact that these state-
I

meats in referenee to private bus­
iness were given confidentially,

* may,be seen that ihcts were seonred 
<|rhich otherwise wonld have been 
-withheld. In those oases we may 
g ive  only the statement, and the 
opinion expressed as to general 
conditions, without giving the an- 
thority. The manager of a mer- 
raantile business of comparatively 
recent establishment Judged the 
increase io the volnme of business 
through bis house for the current 
y e a r  to be 65 per cent, over last 
y s a r .  A gentleman who has been 
in bosioess here for a generation 
alluded to an increase of 26 per 
cent, over last year, and expressed 
the opinion that the volume of 
biisiQCSl for the town would show 
an  average of 25 per cent, increase 
over last year.

T u i  B b f l e o to b  is in possession 
ifif  a  very  im p o rtan t indicmtioo 
’from an en tire ly  different source 
w h ich  gives a  very conservative 
c h a ra c te r  ta  a a  esiiinate of 25 par 

‘ce n t, lo c iia se . I t  is w orthy  ot
n o ta  th a t  t o  c c e  gave a  lower e s ti­
mate than the lowest already 

*mmed.
This Article wonld be fiur from

complete without special refefence 
to the city’s banks. The Oreen* 
Tille Banking é Trust Oo. opened 
for bOBtneM April 10, 1901. The 
'published statement of this coa- 
cero at the close of butloei| No­
vember 1, l902, lueludes a com- 
■fariaou with the figures for the 
MMJOUHUQK, liuwiog an

ioorease in deposits of 122 per 
cent. . •

The Bank of Greenville’s de- 
‘poeitsfbrSeptember, 1902, amount­
ed to $1,022,21148; for October 
$1,096,609.10; for November $836,- 
403.86; showing an average for 
those three luoi tlis of $986,104.71 
per month, The estimate made by 
one of the bank’s officials named 
thirty*three and a third per cent, 
as the increase over last year’s 
volnme of business through this 
Dank.

There are numy more promising 
featnies of Greenville’s recent 
progress that would bear mention, 
bnt these are deemed sufficient as 
a bases for some intelligent con­
clusions.

The inieiences to be drawn from 
the forhgoing may be safely left 
with the reader. With the read­
er’s jndgmcnt may be left any 
forecasts for the coming year. The 
most successfnl business man and 
the warmest admirer of Greenville 
will probably admit that the town 
from a bnsioesH standpoint, will 
bear criticism.' .He will say, trnth- 
fnlly in the opinion of this writer, 
that the town’s business is in need 
of diversification. The case is not 
very different from that of the far­
mer who places his sole depen­
dence in cotton and tobooeo, to the 
detriment of his smoke-house and 
fodder-loft. This deficienoy can­
not be met in a day, but a consid­
eration of such a need ,18 a ripe 
topic for the tine well-wishers of 
the town and its magnificent back 
country. The securing of city im­
provements, commensnrate with 
Greenville’s importance and the 
demands of modern conditions, 
seems to promise more in bringing 
new indostries to this oommnnity 
than any other faotor.

RISE AND FALL

OF TOBACCO.

Some Facts and Figures 

About the Product.

Reason Dawninjil.

The Biblical Recorder believes, 
that North Carolina is coming Into 
her "̂ own. It finds the State 
growing io •  thonsand ways, and 
mentions particnlarly the activity 
of towns and cities and the ednoa- 
tional'movement, and it says:

Back of nil ^ the Indnstnal 
movement. There is new life io 
North Carolina because there is 
new business. ' The mills have 
stirred the Stale from ,border to 
border and to its very heart in the 
back county—not only cotton mills 
but ail manner^ of woodworking 
establishments. Each of them 
gives work to .men who found it 
hard to live io the conntry on 
rented land; each bfings new popn* 
laiion from the baokwoods, where 
t was mostly useless, and gives it 

place and power for service; each 
makes a new market for the farmer 
and the merchant; each increases 
the income ef the State by multi­
plying upon the valne of the raw 
prod net, both of men and material; 
each brings new men into contact 
with each other and into the legion 
of piogress.

''The mills have stirred the 
State from border to border, and 
to its very heart in the back coun­
try .”  Yet the efforts of cool 
thinkers to stem the agitation 
which would.check this stirring 
of the State by the nillli has only 
recently led the Biblical Recorder 
to blindfold its brain and unbridle 
its tongue in unjustifiable vituper­
ation of them. But it is besin- 
nlng to see the llgbt.~~5faDnfact- 
nrera Record.

We have a  too of liest candies, 
to be distribnted among oor custo­
mers, Johnston Broa.

Yon can’t afford to miss seeing 
the rich display of velvets, riblMms 
and ostrich goods at the Mlssea 
Krwin’s.

PAST AND PRESENT PRICES.

0. L  Joyner Again Writes Upon 

this Subject for the 

Daily Reflector.

{Bj O. L. JOYNER.]

Fur pocket and table cutlrry, 
sash, doors, and blinds, glass, gar* 
den wire, naila, ropes, haruess, and 
l»7rM lappUfli, visit J . R. 02rey.

I have written so much about 
the growth and development of the 
tolmocoiudustry of eastern North 
Carolina and Greenville as a mar* 
ket that it is well nigh impassible 
lor me to say anything that will 
not iu some way be a repetition 
of what has already been written. 
Yet, when asked to write something 
concerning the statistical growth 
of this market, by yon, Mr. Editor, 
who did so much in the early «'ays, 
when we were beset by minions of 
the market at home and abroad, 
I feel that shonld I refuse or plead 
that the tale has already been told, 
that I would, to this extent, be 
guilty of iugratitude and betwixt 
the two in the height of my obliga 
tion to my fellow man I shonld pre­
fer to be charged with the larceny 
of a sheep if I were innocent of the 
charge, and sure it could not be 
proved oo me.

In 1885, onlv seventeen years 
ago, there was not a ponnd of to­
bacco grown for market iu all the 
territory lying east of the main line 
of the W. & W. R. R. The pro­
duction of bright tobocco at this 
time was confined exclnsiveJy to a 
small area io central North Caro­
lina and Virginia. Its culture lle­
gan to spread eastward about 1884, 
and soon nearly all the eastern 
counties began growiug it. Iu 1891 
the first warehouse was bnilt in 
Greenville. That year only aliout 
two hnudred thousand pounds 
were sold. The next year another 
warehouse was added and more 
prize houses went up and a little 
over a million pounds were sold. 
I t  might be well to add here that 
the average price of the total sales 
the first year was a fraction over 
12 cents a pound, the next year the 
price declined a little and the aver­
age was about 11 cents. Thus 
from year to year the sales iu- 
creased and the price decreased nu* 
til 1897, when the market sold 
something over twelve million and 
the average price per pound was, 
that year, uot quite seven ( /)  cents. 
The following year something nvei 
thirteen miliiou pounds were sold 
and the price fell still lower by 
about a quarter oi a cent a pound.

Farmers had hoped that the 
price would go up, but their hopes 
were in rain, so in 1899 the crop 
was cut down aud the market only 
sold ajK)ut eleven million pounds. 
The price was only a little lietter, 
but the 1900 crop was still cut 
down, the market that year selling 
only about niue million pounds, 
whilo oew the price began to very 
peroeptihly advanoe, the average 
price that year being about nine 
(9) cents. The 1901 crop was in­
creased something over the pre 
vious year. The demand was 
heavier, coinpetition stronger, aud 
the whole crop made an average of 
ten (10) cents a pouud. Thus, eu- 
couraged by the delusive hope of 
stronger competition, the 1902 crop 
was incrr^uied iinich more than 
anyoue bad any idea. The market 
opened with a largo number of

indendent bnyers in addition to 
the American aud luiperial Com* 
panie?.‘ For about two months 
there was greater activity than we 
bad seen since the formation of the 
American Tolmoco Co. Coiumon 
tobacco advanced, such stuff that 
a few years ago sold for 2 ceuts 
brought from 6 to 9 cents, while 
the better goods sold correspoud- 
ingly well. 1 have never seen such 
a grand universal good feeling 
that existed^on all sides. As one 
man was heard to remark life was 
worth having, and it was a pleas­
ure to do business.

This state of things was too good 
to last. Tobacco soon began to go 
down, down, dowu, uutil now we 
are selling it about like it was sold 
in 1896 and 1897. What the re­
sult wiil be on the uextyear’s crop 
DO one can tell, but one thing sure, 
there will be no increase iu the 
acreage over this year and I am of 
the opinion that there will be a 
very material reduction in acreage. 
Farmers can make tobacco for less 
than from $45 to $60 an acre. That 
is,the actual cost of growiug a crop 
will rnn from $45 to $60 an acre, 
accordiug to the nnmber of pounds 
made.

There is uo question of doubt 
about it, at present prices, the 
farmer is the least paid of any inau 
that handles it, and he ccrtaÍDly 
has the hardest time of any. With 
tobacco selling at 10 cents a pound 
and a crop of 900 pounds to the 
acre, the average farmer cau, by 
working himself and taking every 
advantage in managiog labor, 
make some money out of it. I do 
not claim to be a professional far­
mer, but I do know the cost of pro- 
dnciog and marketing an acre of 
tobacco.

With labor more trifling, less 
reliable, and higher than ever be­
fore in North Carolina, farmers, to 
realize any sort of pay for their 
time, team aud land should get 
not less than one hundred dollars 
an acre for their tobacco. Less 
than fbat amount means a subsis­
tence, not a living, and with that 
assurance for every acre that each 
individual farmer cau cultivate or 
manage to get labor to cultivate, 
will meet in the ordinary causes 
of an average liletinie aud grow 
rich.

pulliam Found Guilty.

Charlotte, N. C., December 16.- • 
Lawrence Pulliman, late cashier of 
the First National Bink of Ashe­
ville, N. C., was tonight found 
guilty of embezzling $7,000 from 
that institution some years ago. 
He will be sentenced tomoriuw, 
wheu his couusel will likely 
appeal to the United States CA>urt 
of appeals at Richmond. Va. Pul- 
liman has been oo trial iu the 
United States district court here 
for about a week.

THE FIGHTING

BOYS OF 60’S.
I

State Pensions to Heroes 

Who Wore the Gray.

CHRISTMAS FOR VETERANS.

Old Soldiers and Widows of War­

riors Made Happy by the 

State’s Largess.

Register of Deeds 4  Williams 
has received the checks for the 
Confederate pensioners in this 
county and now has them ready at 
his office for distribution. The 
checks came in good time for 
Christmas and will make 'the re­
cipients correspondingly happy. 
The list foi this county contains 
two io the second class who receive 
$46 each^ lour in the third ola^s 
$35 each, eighty-one in the fourth 
class $14.50 each, forty uue wid­
ows $14.60 each. • Below are the

Tciting Alibsmi'f ConitHution.

Montgomery, Ala., December 
16.—Jackson -W. Giles, colored, 
today filed in the supreme court, a 
petition foi mandamus to compel 
the state iKmrd of regÍNtratioii (o 
issue him a certificate aud pla<'e 
his uame upon the list of qualified 
voters. The suit is brought to test 
the legality of the uew ooustiiutlou 
of Alabama. Two suits of similar 
character have lietui filed by Giles, 
t)otb of which were decidtnl against 
his contentions.

It looks like President Kiioscvoli 
is going to give the Crum negro his 
plum aud will appoint him 
tor of customs at Charleston, re 
gardless of the protest of white 
citizeui of that city. Maybe he 
will do the same thing in refetencc 
to Vick and keep him in the Wil 
son posloffUe.

Eat hearty and drink Digestine.,

names.
Second class—Q 8 Johnson, W il­

liam F Mills.
Third Class—Bryan Buck, Ben­

nett Dunn, W H Qufgauus, John 
F Parker.

Ponrth class—William L Briley, 
Jesse W Braxton, 8 H Brown, 
James E Bullock, J  H P Bryan, 
Frank Bright, W H Buck, J  H 
Bibb, Abner Boyd, Richard Craft, 
Wyatt Clark, A J  Corbett, John 8 
Cannon, Ivey Corbett, C T Case, 
Dempsey CorbelJ, Lewis Cox, R f l  
Carney, William Cannon, Henry 
Deal, Theophilus Deal,H W Dunn, 
James Elks, T W Ellis, Lewis Ed­
wards, J Q Edwards, Amos Q 
Evans, Elias T Elks, A G Fussell, 
R B Fulford, E W Griffin, E A 
OladsoD, George Hinson, McDon­
ald Horton, Tayloi Harris, Mat­
thew Hart, Lewis Hudson, John 
Hathaway, Joseph Haa, (.'or- 
nelins James, Guilford Jack­
son, John f  Jones, William Jer 
raid, G W Jones, Robert Johnston, 
William Letch worth, R M Lassi­
ter, Thoiras E Little, J E Mayo, 
Thomas Morgan, J  I Matthews, I 
A Morgan, G A Meeks, James A 
Mayo, James Norville, Ashley 
Norris, James D Pope, J  li Pea- 
deii, Wiley Pierce, E 8 Phelps, 
Richard E Pollard, J  E Randolph, 
Robert Richmond, Lamb 8ummer- 
ell. Jas E Seamster, Herring Skin­
ner, J  L Thigpen, James D Tur- 
nage, R M J Talon, Jesse Vin­
cent, Jackson Vandiford, Wm I 
Whitehurst, Jas J Whichard, 
James R Wren, Charles Williams, 
licraiiel Warren, W'illiaraR Wine, 
Z B West, Algernon Whichard, A 
8 Walker, Guilford Harris.

Willows—Florence Baker, Mary 
Baker, Susan Brunch, Rebecca 
Beddaid, Bailie Ann Bexley, Mary 
Bowers, Millicent (k)rl)ett, Re­
becca Clark, Elizabeth Crawford, 
Lotie ('auiiou. Martha ('lark, 
Dutrie Dali, Jeunett Dudley, 
Patsy hklwards, Rmmallna A 
Evans, Letitia Fleming, Mary 
Grlzzard, C Horton, Margaret 
H iath, Elizabeth Knox, Winnie 
Ann Langley, Chrischaua Man­
ning, Belthauie Moyc, Mary Moye, 
3 M Manning, Rebecca Hears, 
Bailie Ann Matthews, Louisa 
Oakley, ’Mahala I’owell, Louisa 
Stocks, Luky Ann Smith, Sarah M 
Stocks, Nancy Stojces, Mary Jaue 
Smith, M A Simpkins, Sarah J 
Teel, Lydia Tugwell, Eli|abeth 
Warren, Jaue E Whitehurst, 
Lucinda Wainwrlght, E. Manning.

Same Experience Here.
A subscriber to The Record for 

years says he is annoyed by a 
neighbor w ho insists on borrowing 
his paper every evening, adding 
that the said neighbor is not at all 
considerate, but sometimes gets 
hold of it before any member of his 
family sees it; that in fact when he 
is about ready to accuse the carrier 
boy of skipping him he thinks of 
bis neighbor and going over finds 
he has'^it. This is not exactly 
highw ay robbery, but it is precious 
near to it, yet it is practiced in 
many instances. We have at times 
lost good subscribers on this very 
account, for one does not care to be 
rude to his ueighbf«r. However, 
the thing to do is to warn such 
people kindly but firmly that they 
are uot going to submit to such im­
position. It is needless to say that 
the borrower in this instance could 
buy the subscriber out root and 
branch and then have money to 
burn. This is not astonishing at 
all if he practices the same thing in 
all his dealings.--Greensboro Re­
cord.

Law Breaker Roned In.
Tom Carney, colored, was in* 

dieted by the grand ju ry  about 
eighteen months ago for carrying 
concealed weapons. The efforts of 
the officers to get bold of Tom have 
been frustrated uutil a tew days 
ago, when he was arrested by the 
Sheriff of Martin County at James 
ville. Sheriff Harrington weut 
over and brought the negro to 
Greenville, getting him to jail 
Wednesday. Tom had evaded the 
officers by dodging to and fro 
across county lines.

Inditas on War Path.
Seattlq, Wash, Dec. 16.—Much 

excitement and apprehension pre­
vails at Whitehorse and various 
points along the line of the new 
government trail over the report 
that a band of Hiuako Indians has 
taken the,warpath in the region 
between the Little Samoa and 
Pretty rivers. A store is reported 
to have been looted and burned, 
the storekeeper kiile^ and another 
man fatally injured.

Major Cutbbert has been notified 
and says if confirmation of the 
news of the outbreak is received 
he will leave here for Selkirk 
immediately with fifty meo. I t is 
said that 150 to 200 Indians are in 
the hostile party.

Special bargains in millinery at 
the Misses Erwin’s during the hol­
iday’s.

Something of a Scrapper.

Charlotte Albritton had Sally 
Bett Savage befoie justloe Rountree 
Wednesday for assanlt. Both wo* 
men aie colored. A feature of the 
trial was the novel request Sally 
Bett made of the juatioe. Rising 
from her seat, and gesticulating 
wildly, she said, ‘‘Mr. Rountree 
I ain’t gio dat nigger no whipptu’ 
yit. Ng, sir, dat I ain’t. But you 
jis  turn us both out there in the 
street, ,Mr. Rountree, an’ I ’ll give 
her a frailin’ sbo uuff and pay you 
$25 dollars for it .”

PFRSONAL NOTES.

Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Wbedbee 
and Miss JeruHha Whedbee retur 
ned Wednesday evcniug from 
Norfolk.

C. M. Jones returned from Goose 
Nest Weilnesday eveiog and went 
up the road this moruiug.

Buck Forties returned from 
Washington Wednesday.

J . G. Bowling returned Wed­
nesday evening from Durham.

The Mary Creighton VaudeviPe 
C^iiupauy arrived by the morning 
train.

Mrs. J . P. Hilliard and son, 
Raymond, left this morning to 
visit relatives in Plynioth.

H. Cox, of Kinston. Is io 
the city.
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i»IGHT w as falling fast, and
th e  snow was piled high 
ngainst the outer w alls of 
the  hovel where a poor mou- 
Jik (peasant) nam ed Kato- 

ma lay dy ing  In a little village in  fa r ­
aw ay R ussia..

Katom a knew  th a t he w as going to 
die. I t w as C hristm as eve, b u t there 
w as no gladness In the  season for him. 
H is wife, w hom  he had loved very 
dearly, w as already gone. F or th ree 
consecutive years now his crops had 
failed. A few  weeks before the wolves 
had devoured h is last cow. I t th e  had 
been entirely  alone in the w orld he 
would have sa id  to  death, “Come; thou 
a r t welcome!”

B ut the re  w as one other, h is boy 
Ossip. The Idea of deatli l>ecame te r ­
rible when he thought of leaving his 
boy all alone w ith  not a copeck to  bless 
himself w ith.

W hen 1 tell you th a t it  takes 100 
copecks to  m ake a ruble and th a t  a 
rulde is less than 00 cents, you will 
understand how dreadfully poor K a­
toma was.

He could not die peacefully for th in k ­
ing of Ossip’s future. Ifis dim  eyes 
turned fondly tow ard the pillow by his 
side, w hich tlie boy’s thick black hair 
alm ost covered. Ossip lay motionless 
in sleep. T he sick man put one feeble 
hand upon his boy’s smooth forehead 
and silently commended him to heav­
en’s care.

The house w'as very still. The hour 
w as late. Ossip’s healthy, regular 
breathing w as the  only audible sound. 
I f  only kind heaven w'ould raise up one 
frieml for his boy out of the m illions 
of good i>eople this big world sw arm ed 
with, K atom a felt th a t he ihou ld  not 
mind how soon be was laid aw ay  un­
der the frozen sods.

W hile b is hand rested on Ossip’s 
head and his lieart was filled w ith 
these anxious thoughts the door of the 
hovel opened softly. The m oujlk 
turned w oiiderlng eyes in th a t direc­
tion, and there, coming noiselessly to ­
w a rd 'h im  across the beaten earthen  
floor, w’as a ta ll woman w ith soft 
brown ej^es fu ll of pitying tenderness.

She cam e close to the bed, on Ossip’s 
side of It, and, looking down típon the 
sleeping child, she m uttered;

“ I'erhnps th is  is the one a t last.” 
K atom a looked a t her anxiously. 
“ Whence cam e you, good m other, 

and w hat seek yon?”
Across th e  sleeping boy she an ­

swered so ftly :
“ I Imve com e for Ossip. They told 

me In th e  village th a t thy  days were 
numbered, and  I knew th a t Osslp 
would need a friend. I will love and

name, little  one, and w h at doest tho« 
here alone in the  b itter nighttim e?”

A t which the child’s tears flowed 
’ afresh, and between her sol)s she to ld  
* th e  kind, soft eyed woman how she 

had  been traveling w ith  a great com­
pany of men and women who w ere 
leaving the ir own village to sejk  a bet­
te r  land across th e  seas —our ow n 
blessed America, I m ake no doubt — 
and  how, when they had encamped for 
the  night, her aunt, who was the only 
relative she hod in the world, hod V n t  
her into the  woods to gather fagots to  
pu t under their soup kettle, and how 
she had  wandered so fa r  th a t she had

"1 UA.VK COIIK FOB OSSIP.*

care fo r him os though lie w ere my 
v«‘ry own. 1 am call<Hl Baboushka, 
and 1 koop my proMilscs.”

Tlieii Kntoinn, the moujlk, died hap­
py, f. r lie knew that Baboushka was 
a friend to nil little ehihlVc'n, and when 
slie gatlicKHl OsHlp close Into her m oth­
erly iiriuK when the end came the  child 
con^wt wiH'plug for his dead father.

Whon Baboushka and Osslp were 
well on th e ir  way to the old w om an's 
home. In the  n('xt village, they heard 
a pitiful sound of \v«*eplug somewhere 
on tiie tm» shiidowH side of the r<*nd. 

The old woman stutMxHl a t the  sound. 
“We will go and see who Is In trou- 

blt, t)sslp. Our eyes aiKl ears should 
alw ays h" kept well opened so th a t us 
sign of d istress may escape us."

(iu id id  by (he sound, (hey cam e to 
a stone where, walling and shivering 
In’ the darkness of the w ln t-r night, 
lin y  found a little girl s c a rc e ly  as 
large as vOio was not a t all w'cll
g;ov\ii for his eight years.

Bal*oUMhk*a knr-lt down by the  child 
und, gathering her cold little fw t  Into 
a warm clasp, uuiUertHl;

’T crh ap s th is 1s the child.”
TIisd fUf aald aloud, ' Whut Is thy I

SHE TOOK THE CKIPPLKD BOV IN HEB ABJI8.

not been able to find her way back to  
tho camp, and bow she feared the  
wolves would devour her before any  
one should come to look for her. Then 
she told Baboushka th a t her name w as 
Vasalissn.

Baboushka clnsjM'd the little w ander­
er to  her great motherly heart.

“T hat, Indeed, the wolves shall not, 
my dear little 'V asa l is s n . 'l  cannot give 
thee back to tliy nimt, for I know no 
better than  thou dost where th is g rea t 
com pany of men and women m ay be 
cam ping for the night. B ut thou sh a lt 
go liome w ith Osslp and me. Thoti 
Shalt slinre our fire and  our porridge, 
and nil th a t is mine thou shalt share 
w ith Osslp. I can keep the wolves of 
hunger and cold aw ay, and if thy  a u n t 
comes to  claim thee she shall find thee  
rosy and  happy.”

Then Vasallssa quickly dried her 
tears, and with her hand clasped In 
Babonshka’s she trudged cheerfully 
forw ard  until they came to  a tiny  little  
cottage set liack from tig; road a short 
distance. In its  one window a lam p 
W’as burning brightly.

The window and tho lam p belonged 
to Biilsm shkn’s cottage. She pushed 
Its unlocked door open, and the chil­
dren ente:ed  w ith her Into a clean 
swept, well wuriiie<l room.

.\ large chair w as draw n close up to  
the hearth . As Halwushkn entered she 
glancetl eagerly a t th is chair, and again 
she imitten*d under her lireath:

1 had hopixl iie m ight have come 
while I w as out.”

(hMHl mother,” Osslp asked, “w hy 
do you leave a lighted lam p In the w in­
dow when yon go aw ay?”

So th a t,” slie answered, “should any  
one go astray  in the ctdd and the dark  
he mlglit find Ids way to my poor 
cottage. And now le t us see if the bean 
brotli has kept warm all th is tim e. I 
mail* it iH'fore I left borne in the early  
m orning hours so th a t if  any w ander 
ers found their way hitlicr they m lgh f 
not leave my roof hungered.” *

The liean l»roth had kept warm. She 
bade Osslp throw a few’ more fago ts 
under the |K)t und set Vasallssa on a 
stool In tho w arm est nook. Then she 
hrtiught th ree Ihiw Is, filled them w ith 
the liean broth and put them on the  
table. Over them slie nskeil a blessing.

Before lier ow’ii wooden siKHin liad 
m ade tw o Journeys from bowl to lip 
she tnmrU a timid knock a t the door. 
Slie ran  qulekly to answ er It. A toll, 
pule lud sto<Hl outside. In his arm s be 
cnrrieii a small mite of a bu^, abou t 
wliose shouldei*s w as wrapped a worn 
and soiled w’omnn’s sliawl.

Tiie tall, |)«le lad looked into the flre 
lighted room with longing eyes. H is 
t«*eth eliiittered w ith the cold a s  hs 
askisl: “(itHMl mother, may w i ask  
shelter for the n ight? The cold bites 
b itter hard, and my little brother P e­
tr  uslin Is but a sickly cripple.”

Then BiilMiuslika oixmed wide her 
d»s»r with an eager liand and fast b ea t­
ing tienrt IVrhiijis, ut last, th is w as 
the <-lilld. W liat she said nluud w as: 

"'I'im t Imleetl thou ninyesl. But w hy 
a r t  Ilion nlmaul on such a bitter n igh t 
w ith  the little oiie’i"

Kile took the crlppUnl Iwy In h«r 
■trmig, loving iiruis and carried b t l i

i tr a lg h t  to  th e  g rea t chair in  th e  chim­
ney com er. She rapped her own 
best shaw’I abou t him and chafed his 
sm all, w ithered  feet until they glowed 
w ith  w arm th . The tall, pale lad 
looked on gratefu lly . ^

“ I am seeking an  asylum for the lit­
tle  one,” he said. “ I have to  work hard 
to  keep him and  myself from  w ant. A 
rich  m erchan t has promised me work, 
b u t he says I m u st not bring P etrusha. 
T h a t he w ould take too much of my 
tim e.”

“And w here seek you an  asylum  for 
him ?”

Baboushka looked pitifully a t  the 
sm all, sad face of the  cripple. The ta ll
brother answ ered  sadly:

“Alas, th a t  I  know not y e t  I  w t l  
seeking the  nearest town to  ask  coun­
sel of the  p r ie s t”

Baboushka laid  a kind hand  on the 
boy’s arm.

“ P u t care aw’ay from th y  young 
h e a r t  Thou h as t found an  asylum  
fo r thy  crippled brother. H e shall 
trave l no fa r th e r  on the f ria en  roads. 
H e shall l»e my own little Petrusha. I 
have a tiny  tn ick le  bed in to  which he 
w’ill fit to  a nicety. Such as  I  have, 
d ea r child, 1 m ake thee welcome to in 
th e  C hrist Child’s  name.”

T he n igh t w as bu t very little  older 
w hen th e  throe children, Osslp. Vasa- 
Bflsa an d  P etru sha, fed, w an n e d  and  
com forted, w ere sleeping the  care  free 
Bleep of Innocent childhood.

Only th e  ta ll lad  and B aboushka sa t 
by the fireside, because there  w as no 
bed left for them .

“Tell me, good mother,” the boy said, 
looking s tra ig h t Into her kind eyes, 

w hy are you so good to all chlldrcn? 
Vour fam e h as  gone abroad.” 

Baboushka did  not ausw er him a t 
once. W hen she did, her vxiice sounded 
a s  sw eet and  solemn as church chimes 
a t  vesi>er tim e.

“Yes, I  w ill te ll you, my son, for you 
are nearing your own years of respon­
sibility, and  It w ill lie well fo r you to
learn  in good tim e the solemn lesson 
th a t  an  opportunity  once lo s t is lost 
forever.

“M any years ago I w as se tting  my 
house In order w hen thr»*e men stopped 
a t  my door w ith  a  great plsce of news.

“ ‘W e have seen a m diunt s ta r  In the 
east,’ they said, ‘and we know th a t the 
C hrist Child m u st be come. I^eave thy  
labor. Come w ith  us to find him and 
to  do him honor.’

“B ut I  sen t them  aw ay w ith  w erds 
of foolish Impatience. ‘Seest thou not 
th a t  I am  se tting  my house In order? 
Go thou to  w here the s ta r  beckons 
thee, and I  will follow a t  some more 
convenient lim e. I  can see Its light

LOOKING FOR
SANTA CLAUS

The snow w as falling  on the  m oun­
tains. hiding the ir tops in a m isty  veil, 
and the  a ir  w as fu ll of w hirling flakes, 
which w ere rapidly  covering th e  brown 
earth  w ith  a  carpet of w hite and  oblit­
era ting  the  tra il up th e  m ountain aids 
w here trudged, or, ra th e r, stum bled, 
along a grotesque childish figure in  t  
m ao’s rough Jacket, the 
sleetes rolled ever and  
over to  le t out th e  sm all 
brown hands, while the 
edge of the  coat, on a Hue 
w ith her heels, le ft a tra il 
in the  snow. A red  hood 
covered the  child’s head, . 
dark  curls peeping out 
around her face, and in 
the fearlesa, w istfu l eyes 
shone a new light, f<^
D orothy w as going to  find 
Santa Claus. W hen her 
mother had  gone to  heav­
en a  short tim e before, 
they had  carried  her up 
the  m ountain, and  God 
and Santa C laus w ere a l­
w ays associated together 
Id the  child’s mind. So,
If God lived up there, San­
ta  Claus could not be fa r  
aw ay. T hus reasoned lit­
tle D orothy In th e  hours 
when her fa th e r  w as off 
wmrking In the  m ine and  
she w as le ft alone w ith 
her rag  doll in the little 
brown b u t which served 
as shelter and  home.

“S anta C laus m ay not

Ricks & W

Dissolution
.'I;

Sale

without th y  help.’
“ So they w en t thsh* w ay and  U ft m s 

to  go mine. B u t when the  tim e cam s 
th a t  I found i t  convenient to  follow 
th e  s ta r  clouds obscured the  heavens, 
and  there w as no s ta r to be seen, and 
so I  knew not how to seek the  Christ 
Child.

“1 have been seeking him ever since, 
up and  down in the land. W henever 
w herever I see a little child I think 
perhaps 1 have found the One I seek, 
and  my h ea rt yearns over him. But 
no t yet have I found the C hrist Child, 
whose face m ust shine w ith  the  radl 
tn c e  of the s ta r  I lost.”

W ith te a rs  of sorrow w etting  her 
eyelashes Baboushka fell asleep in  her 
chair. She had filled all of her beda 
w ith  cold and friendless children.

And as  she slept a tender hand 
teem ed to  d ry  her tears and a  loving 
▼olce to  w hisper In her ears: 

“Inasm uch as ye have done It unto 
th e  least of these little ones ye have 
done It unto me. They w ere homeless, 
and ye took them  In. They w ere hun 
gry, and you have fed them . They 
w ere cold, and you have w arm ed them. 
T he C hrist Child Is In thy  own heart.” 

And on th a t  glad C hristm as morning 
Baboushka aw oke with a g reat peace 
in her soul, fo r she knew ttia t she had 
found him she had been seeking far 
and  wide.

D o ro thy  w as 
K 0 1 n g to 
And S an ta  
Claua.

come here
now m other has gone,” th e  little  girl 
■aid, “and it m u st be near C hristm as, 
so I  w ni find him, and perhaps be will 
take m e in  bis reindeer sleigh to  see 
m other and  God.”

L ittle  Dorothy paused In her task  
of sweeping th e  one room of their 
home, and, pu tting  some potatoes In 
the  ashes to  bake, th a t her fa th e r’s 
supper m ight be ready for him, she had 
w rapiied herself In his old coat, donned 
her red hood and  s ta rted  o u t to  find 
Banta Claus.

I t  chanced th a t day th a t  one of the 
m ine ow ners w as dow n from th e  city 

on a tour of inspection, 
and, having seen Dorothy 
on a previous trip , he 
had, rem em bering anoth­
er little  girl w ho w as very 
happy on C hristm as eve, 
b rought down a  C hrist­
m as box for D orothy and | 
so strolled along w ith  her 
fa th e r a s he s ta rted  home­
w ard, th a t  he m ight give 
It Into the  hands of the 
little  maiden herself. But 
when they reached the 
brown hut Dorothy w as 
not there, and  when re­
peated calls b rough t ao  
answ er the  tw o men, 
alarm ed, s ta rted  In oppo- 

«  , site directions to  seek her,
• •  Mr. Golden following the 

alm ost ob literated  path 
up  the  m ountain  side, 
where, a mile lieyond, he 
found the little  one al­
m ost buried in  the  falling 
snow, and  as  bo stooped | 
to  lift her In his arm s she 

“Dear, good m urm ured drowsily, see- 
Mr. ^ n t *  jjj ijjg i>endlni
Claus. .over her:
“Dear, good Mr. Santa Claus, I 

w a n t”-
W hcn she opened her w istfu l, dark 

eyes again, th e  sam e kind face was 
bending over her a s  she lay on her cot 
In the  llttl# bixiwu house, her father 
holding her In his arm s, w hile besldu 
her w as the most beau tifu l doll of 
which she had ever dream ed, and, 
clasping It close to  her heart, little 
Dorothy asked w ith reverent Joy, the 
dark  eyes fllle<l to overflowing;

“ D ear Mr. S anta Clans, Is you God 
too?”

On January 1st, 1903, we will dissolve co­

partnership, and from now until then we wHI 

offer our entire stock of hi^h grade Merchan­

dise' at greatly reduced prices. Our stock of 

Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’ Clothing. Hats, etc., 

will be sold at and below cost We have on 

hand a large stock of Fine Clothing that must 

suffer the severest cuts. Thanking all our friends 

and customers for their most liberal patronage 

in the past, we are, yours respectfully,

Ricks J Wilkinson
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And ihtrt Ught!

Christmas
is Drawing Near,

And the time has come for you to think 
what you shall give yonr loved ones^
We think we can help yon if yon are 
in doubt, for we have a beautiful lot of 
goods for you to select from—articles 
that are pretty and practical, orna 
mental and useful—a showing distinct 
ly  unrivaled. Now is the opportune 
time to select your Christmas gifts.
They are here today but may be gone 
tomorrow.

‘ Our line of Fancy Rocking Chairs, all 
sizes, and other Furniture, is oom- 

' plete, Our Fancy Bric a-Brac and 
• Novelties range in price from 5c. te 

$5.00. We think we have the Jargest 
stock of Dolls in the town, and we 
know onr pi ices are low.

Oh! M r. San ta  G lau s—
Don’t forget that we have Candies, Oranges, NuU, 

Apples, Raisins, Figs, Etc.

Have you made that Fruit Cake yet! W# have $lj
t h e  Ingredients, all new and fresh. Our Nuts and 
F r u i t s  are all this year’s crop. We carry nothing 
in this line but the very best we can get. Our Qro* 
e e r y  Department is ftlled with everything needed 
for the table.

J. B. CHERRY &C0.,
Q reenville’s G reat i

Departm ent Store.
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Alw> a nice Line of Hard ware.

L
SEE MK.

R. ( OKEY,

J E8TARI||»HKD IK 186H.J

U i U B Y Ü
I Norfolk, Va.

• f  OottoD Factors aud handlers of 
I Bagging^ Ties and Bags, 
r Correspondence and shipments 
f solicited.

."S

f

i
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a  I  f i i E I l E E ,

GREENVILLE K. C.

Cotton Bagging and Ties always 
—on hand—

F re ^  goods kepi (X>nstantly en 
hand. Country produce bougt aud 
sold. A trial «^1 oouvinoe yon.

D. W. HARDEE.

WHEN YOU WANT 
Dry Goods, Groceries, Confections, 

etc., go to

Mrs.L. B. WBITE,
Black Jack, N. 0 .

Nice line cf goods on hand. Prices low 
i;ouDtry produce bought for cub or in 
exchange for goodl.

;^ F O R  SALE BV

B A K E R  & H A R T

In addition %o the best stoves in the world we 
carry everything you may expect to find in a hard­
ware store.

▼ f* V f*

HER 
iCHRISTMASf 

PRESENTS i

TIME—Evening, Dec. 28.
Place—Boarding bouse bed­

room.

Actors—Nellie Cox, artist;
May Lowell, stenographer,

Nellie—Thus arc my sins visited upon 
me. DU you ever see such an ugly, 

inartistic collar as this orange thing 
with the re<i freckles?

May—No; unless It Is the purple tie 
in your other hand. But the blue and 
the yellow collars are both pretty.

J^eliie—Neither harmonizes with my 
blue shirt waist and my complexion.

May—'How did you happen to receive 
so many collars? Did you ask for 
them?

Nellle-Asjc for them? Hardly. I 
never wear anything except linen col­
lars. As I said, however, it  1| my own 
fault Last year my aunt sent me an 

expensive but hideous collar which 1 
immediately donated to a church rum­
mage sale—

May—Theu UTote your aunt that It 
was just what you wanted.

Nellie—My eonsdenee would not al­
low me to do that. I filled up four 
pages, however, on the one redeeming 
feature of that collar. I spoke of the 
texture of the silk and dwelt on its 
wonderful richness.

May—1 should have thought your 
aunt would have seen through th a t

R U B B E R B E S T O S
Packing for Steam and Water Pipes is 
decidedly the best thing of the kind u e  
have ever handled. Call and examine it.

The Proof of Doing is in What We Do.
TH E

Greenville Warehouse
c # •

m akes no claim th a t is not borne o a t by facta An average 
of $11.70 for every th ing  sold on our floor during the month of 
August does its own ta lk in g  about wiiat “ Old Man Giis”  and 
the rest of “ we boys’* do forthose who sell a t the Greenville 
W arehouse. You only have to try  us to be convinced th a t we 
will get you the highest prices every time.

Q. F. EVANS & CO ,
R.’ s! I vans,’ * Proprietors Greenville Warehouse.
d '. ¿ .S PA IN .’

J.C.IANIEB,
O ^L O I IN ^

Anericairaadltaliafl Marble
QRefiNVILLB, N.C.

a n d  I ro n  P * a c «  Sold 
Ftrst-Clus work and prioea reaaonable 
desi go I  11 pci eat on «ppoa tioo.

1 u
Norfolk, Va.

Cotton Boyera and Brokers Id 
Stocks, CottoD, Grain and Provia- 
ons. Private Wires to New York, 
Chicago and New Orleans.

—  KHTABUriHBU lH75.

. iH „S clia ltz.
Wholesale ana retail Grocer aud 

Piiruiture Dealer. Cash {taid foi 
Hides, Fur, CAfton Seeil, Oil Bar 
rels, Turkeys, Egg, etc. Be<l 
ileafls, Mattresses, Oak Suits, Ra 
hy (kirriages, Go Carle, Parloi 
Huita, Tables, Lounges, Safes, P. 
Lurillard aud Gail A Ax Himfl, 
High LlfeTobaooo, Key West Che- 
rooU, Henry George Clirar, Can 
sed Cherries, Peggnes, Apples, 
Pine Aoples, Syrup, Jelly, Milk, 
Flour Sugar, Coffee, Meat, Soap, 
Ly<>, Magic Food, Matches, Oil, 
Ck>tton 8 a ^  Meal and Hulls, Gar* 
deu Seeds, Oranges, Apples, NuPh, 
(btndies. Dried Apples, Peaches, 
Prunes. Curreuts, Raisins, Olas* 
snU Ohiua Ware, p n a n d  Wooden 
Wara, Oakes ana Crackers, Maca 
roni, Cheese, Best Butter, New 
Boyal Sewing Machines, and nu­
merous other goods. Quality and 
Quantity. Cheap for cash. Oi>ro 

bit see me

S. M. Sohnltz-
' f iM F t W

Don’t fail to see me 
before you buy

Guns, Shells, stoves 
eattr»; Pumps, 
Locks, Hinges.

And anything else in the Hardware Line. 
Your friend,

H. . L .  C A R I Í
k jy y y  g  i i a a m ü ula
iM aH  % wfwWww f f f f f r s f f f l i l

m

a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  PKEMIU.US HAVE BEEN P A ID  IN THE

rill
OF NEWARK, K. J ,, YOUR POLICY HAS

1. Loan Value,
3. Cash Value,
3. Paid-up InsurHucc,
4. Extended Insuruuoe that works auUmutically,
5. Is Non forfciuible,
6. Will be re-instatod if arrears be paid within on month while you 

are living, or within three ycara after lapse, upon satisfactory evidence 
of iiihuarability and payment of arrears with Interest.

Aafter second year—7. No Hestrictlons. 8. Incontestable. 
Dividends are payable at the l»eginuing of the second and of each 

succeeding year, provide<l the premium for the current year be paid. 
They may be used—1. To retluce Premiums, or
2. To Increase the lnsnranc<*, or ^
3. To make policy payable asan endownmsnt danog the lifetime 

of insurcHl. •

J, L. A iit
Q reénville, N C.

Ayer' C  The oldest, safest, strongest Ma- 
, laria medicine. Not unpleasant to

Malaria and take. A splendid tonic for all living
In malarial districts.

"SH* OÜÜHT TO 6££ VOÜ NOW."
When a girl ghes luto raptures over 
some detail of n gown I know sho does 
not like the thifig us a whole.

Nellie—My aunt’s education has been 
neglected, for she dot-su’t know that. 
Let me rend you her letter;

My Dear Child—There was so much 
pathos In your note of thanks last year I 
could aee how you loved and longed for 
the beautiful, and I know that I am not 
making a mistake In sending you one 
more pretty thing to go with you all 
through the year. I have told your east­
ern cousins how you enjoyed the collar I 
gave you last Christmas, and they are 
going to send you some. We have hired 
a poor seamstress to majte them, so I 
have added pleasure to my own life In 
holding out a helping band to two de­
pendent women.

May-8bo must have a sense of hu­
mor if ibe calls you deiHiiideut. She 
ought to 800 you now.

N etlle-ril have to waste 10 cents 
postage In writing letters of thanks, 
and I have already paid 20 cents extra 
for postage on the packages. 1 could 
have treatiHl myself to a good maga* 
sine or a box of chocolates for that 
amount.

May—Last year I learned that an 
Qunt was going to give me a year’s 
subscription to a Journal which de­
votes Its pages to telling girls how to 
treat tUeIr employers and how to dress 
on $50 0 year. 1 gut all that kind of 
thing I wish without reading about It, 
BO I tocjk pains to criticise the paper 
before her and at the same time dls-* 
played my worn glove»- 

Ne)Uo-And she gave you a pair of 
gloves? Lucky girl!

May—1 ihuught she would, but she 
sent me a houseke(>plng uiagnzluc and 
wrote telling me that I ought to learn 
to cook, SB If a business girl has half 
a chance. She said that I might not 
like the magazine at first, but would 
become attached to It lu time. I be- 
csme detached.

NelUe-What do you mean?
May—I sold it for 60 Cents on the 

dollar, went to the theater and wrote 
uuntie that 1 had derlvwl more plets- 
ure from her present than from ony 
other she had ever sent me.

N e llie -T o tf l l  d ep ra v ity !
Muy-No; only good buBlncss man­

agement, T suggest that you sell your 
misfit prcKents.

Nellie-I'll do It. 1 know a girl who 
llkei fuuy things, especially If she 
thinks she Is gettli^g them cheap. 1 
will toll her the collars are too elabó­
rale for my plain clothes, but will Juat 
■nit hern. I tm  certain that sbo will 
take them, so I will Invito you to the 
then ter for next Saturday,

May Thank you, dear. After sll, 
there is nothing Ukw luaking tho beet 
of things.- Chicago News,

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS.
tVh«re America’s Sapply of Bllatle* 

toe Cornea k'rom .
Yeaf after year Christmas comes and 

goes, Its joys and merrymaking losing 
no whit of Interest and sentiment for 
young or old, and, while alvrays new 
each season In their giving of pleasure, 
the samé old customs continue to pre­
vail with alterations In detail only.

The day would hardly seem like 
Christmas without the hanging of 
Christmas greens, and, though a greater 
variety is offered In the way of decora­
tions than formerly, those are still 
most liked aud used that bear out the 
old practices and significance, and 
chief among them are the mlstletof 
and holly, whose very names carry one 
back to the days of ancient English 
cheer and Yuletide, with wassail bowk 
Yule log and joyous merrymaking.

The most favored mistletoe comes 
frt)ni across seas, but some Is sent from 
Canada and the south, where, imrtlcu- 
larly in Texas, it grows in large clumps 
on the live oak trt'cs, always to the let­
ter’s gnohiai ^destruction, for, being a 
parasite, it saps the oak’s lifeblood, 
flourishing lu.xurlantly the while. It is 
not so artistic In appearance as Its Eng 
lisb cousin, the leaves more common­
place and the berries smaller and i>oorer 
In quality,,though more In quantity. 
Strange to say, the Texas mistletoe, 
like the prophet In his own country, 
Is not greatly prlztKi at home, and at 
few of the Christmas festivities docs 
It make part of the decoration, while 
lu all other quarters a cluster of the 
oddly 8hfli)«d green leaves and opaque 
white berries must almost of necessity 
be suspended In the" doorway or from 
the chandelier when Christmas comes 
In, and It never falls to cause the same 
Jesting and merriment, for a kiss stolen 
under the mistletoe Is one’s right, and 
the pilferer cannot with Jusüce receive 
rebuff.—Selected.

CHRISTMAS CUSSICS

At Christmas play and maka good efcasr. 
For Christmas comes but one* a year.

  —Tuisir.
•Twas the niaht before ChrUitmaa, whan 

all through the house 
Not a creature was stlrrinf, not even a

mouse.
The stockings were hung by the ehlmnsy

with care
Tn hopes that S t Nicholas soon would be 

there.
—Clement C. Moore. •

'f
S. CLAUS' MAIL HELD UP.

Baahela of Letters That th e  Old Man 
Never W ill Receive.

Sometimes the address on the envel 
ope starts “Deer,” which, of course, 
means “Dear,” and again it Is “Dere” 
or “Delr.” But even these remarkable 
spellings are nothing coiupured with 
the two words that follow. They read 
“Santy Klaws” or “Sant Clos” or 
“Saint Claus,” aud Ihey are in band 
writings compared to whlph Babylonlc 
cuneiform is as u primer.

They are coming into the dead letter 
office in this city by the hundreds these 
days, and, although the clerks in that 
division are the most painstaking of 
men and can decipher an actual ad 
dress from a mass of hlcrogylphs, they 
never have l)ceu able to leurii the exact 
location of either the business office or 
home of one S. Claus, Esq., manufac­
turer of toys.

So these letters never reach their des 
tinatlon. They would be returned to 
the senders only for the sad fact that 
when they are opened the inclosures 
almost Invariably look us If a spider 
had got drunk on a bottle of ink aud 
had trbid to perform a mixture of 
highland fling and cakewalk on the pa 
per. The most that con be made out is 
the Invariable beginning, “Please bring 
me’’—

Last year In the dt*ad letter division 
there was a bushel basket of these mis 
si ves, doomed never to be seen by Santa 
Claus. Aud this year letter boxes are 
furnishing additions at every collec­
tion.—New York Press.

The time draws near the birth of Christ 
The moon la hid; the night is still;
The Christmas bells from hill to hill 

Answer each other in the m ist
  —Tennyson.

This is ths month snd this the hapnr 
morn

Wherein the Son of heaven'e etemsl
King,

Of wedded maid and virgin mother bom, 
Our great redemption from above did 

bring, ■
For so the holy sagei once did elag 

That he our deadly forfeit should relssse 
And with his Father work us a perpetual 

peace. •
  -MUton.

In December ring 
Every day the chimes;

Loud the gieenren eing 
In the etreete their merry rhymes.

Let us by the fire 
Ever higher 

Bing them till the night expiret
—Longfellow.

No trumpet blast profaned 
The hour In which the Prince ^  Peace 

was born;
No bloody streamlet stained 

Earth’s silver rivers on that sacred 
 ̂ morn.

THE YULETJDE LOG.

An Ancient f'astotu Still Obsvrved In 
the Nurlh uf England.

A custom at one time prevalent in 
England and still observed In some of 
the northern districts of the old coun­
try Is that of placing an immense lug 
of wood—sometimes the root of a great 
tree—in the wide chimney place. This 
Is often called the Yule log, and It was 
on Christmas eve that It was put on 
the wide hearth. Around It would 
gather the entire ^uully, and its en­
trance was the occasion of a great deal 
of ceremony, There were music and 
rejoicing, while the one authorized to 
light It was obliged to have clriin 
bauds.

It was olwnyg lighted with a braud 
left over from the log of the previous 
year, which had been carefully pre­
served for the purpose. A poet sings 
of It lu this way:

With th« last year's brand 
Light ths new block. sn<l 

For good success in his spending 
On your pssltrtcs plsy 
That sweet luck may 

Come while ths log Is s-tendlng.
The Yule log was supposed to bo a 

protection agalnit evil si)lrlts, and It 
was consldertHl a bad omen If the fire 
went out before the evening was over. 
The family and guests uaed to seat 
themselves in front of tho brightly 
burning fire, and many a story and 
merry Jest went round the happy 
group.—New York Mali and Express.

W’hst lie Heard.
Little Montague—I was awake when 

fiunta Clnua came, dad.
Fiither—Were you? And what was 

be like, eh?
Little Moutogne-Oh, I couldu’t  ses 

liliu. It was dark, you know. But 
when he bumpiHl Iiitua<>!f on tho wash* 
atuml be said—

Father (hastily)-There, that '11 do, 
Monty. Uun away and ploy.—Punch.

—Bryant

Whst Babe new bom Is this thst la a 
manger cries?

Near on her lowly bed his happy mothsr 
lies.

Oh, see ths air Is shaken with whits sad 
heavenly wings!

This Is the tiord of all tbs earth; this is 
the King of kings.

  -R . W. QUdsr.

^ s  mistletoe hung in ths castle hall;
Ths holly branch shone on ths old oak 

wall.
-Thomas Htynss Bsyly.

Por little children everywhere 
A joyous season still we moke;

We bring our precious gifts to them. 
Even for ths dear child Jesus’ asks.

—Phoebe Csry,

R ls D clleats Proposal.
Gladys (ou Christmas morning)— 

What a dear little clock! Who gSTt 
you that?

Marjorie—George, of course.
Gladys—Is It going?
Marjorie—Oh, no! George wishes me 

to understand that 1 moy set my own. 
time.—Smart Set.

Stvpid Oeorge.
”Aro you going to hang up any mis* 

tletoer’
“No, Fm not I put some up last 

year, and George asked if It wasn’t  as- 
paragus.“-Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Of course there’s m Santa Claust Evsry 
one knows it—

Thst Is every one who has good seas* 
and shows it.

There are those who doubt love and reli­
gion and morale—

Those people who süwsys are seeking for 
quarrels

On questions of fslth and a rt ever laraant- 
Ing

The existence of things to which thsrs'i 
no dissenting.

They would have all ths dear llttls chil­
dren believing •

There isn't a Bants, but their aim's de­
ceiving.

He's Jolly snd big, and his nicknams's 
Kris Kringle;

Gk)d pity the child who has not heard the 
jingle

Jnst Her Lack.
Mrs. P. Nurlus-l dreamod Inst night 

that yon gnve me n (llamond ring for 
rbrlatinns.

Mr P. Nnrlus- Tlmt’s Just your luck, 
nrcnms always go by contraHes.

w i t h  A |Hilnairs  In l l l l ey .
piero's a Chrlstmwi touch in the air.
I feel It, sdWiehow, cv'>rywhera 

I feel It at home; it mnkca me blue.
1 feel it nt tho otfice too.

My bnnk iocount is tlngeil with care; 
There’s a Chrlstmirt touch In the air.

-L ite,

Of his silver bells as hs oomes swift
a-slelghlng 

When his snuual visit of lovt he's a-pey* 
tngl

Hs’s round, and hs’s fat, and his wbiaksrs 
•re whitened 

With centuried enowa, but his good faee 
Is lightened 

With the oheery warm asture that heepa 
you Bupernel 

And will maks dear old faa ta  Claus last 
ttms sternal

io, children, don't think when you haag 
up each stocking 

Thet there te no Senta Claue-that would 
be thockliig—

Recauie while you're snugly and coiUy 
sleeping

Ite’ll come with his reindeer all roedly 
á-teeping

And from his jrlch load In a trice will be 
teklng

And leaving the gifts thet wlli gisddaa 
xour waking!

Washington Mtar.
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THE CHRIJTMAS YOU REMEMBER AND 

O N E  OR TWO OF THE MESSRS. 

VANTA OAUS.

The arrival of ChristmaB needs 
not to be heralded. The calendar 
luight omit the 26th of December 
with safety to hnman records. 
Were H not for considerations ex­
traneous to the matter of dates, 
the ubiquitous almanac, from 
Poor Richard’s down to the un­
avoidable commentary on the rew- 
est Elixir of Life, might dispense 
with any further particulars of the 
twelfth month thanmerely to credit

it with 31 days. •
There is something in Christmas 

that enters the soul by other chan­
nels than the optic or the aural 
nerves. The urchin who lies 
awakelthe night long to steal but a 
glimpse of the mysterious chimney- 
climber has had its little being en­
thused with a nameless ecstacy; 
while the old “black mammy” of 
70 “ feels it in her bones,” Turn 
back the pages of Life’s little vol­
ume to your first memory of 
Christmas—“pop crackers, uigger 
toes and streaked candy.” From 
that time to this you would never 
have missed a Christmas had the 
almanac ahd the perpetual calendar 
never'^been invented. Herein is 
mau as independent of human 
contrivances to kéhp up with the 
sun today as his primitive ances­
tor was of the unimagined Water 
bury or the eight-day clock,

Tou have turned to your child­
hood’s Christmast. You do not 
need the diary for the rest. Mem­
ories serve now. Santa Clans has 
woven these into golden bonds that 
link all future times, events and 
histories to the Christmases you 
have knov?n.

Id  these older years Christmas is 
fraught with a deeper and a differ­
ent meaning. You have sat with 
the men; you have visited the 
manger; you have eaten with the 
multiiude; you have dimed Cal­
vary; you have beheld the empty 
hepulcber. To you Christmas is 
stiff au occasion for decorations of 
evergreens and draperies ol child­
hood fancies; but youi yule log 
reverie is the world beyond the 
mellow rays of wax candles.

Vcrj good. Knock the ashes 
out of your pipe and take a fresh 
start. You have found by ex­
perience that Santa Clans is a very 
useful sort of dtixeu. Let him 
(‘outinue so.

While he is enjoying the pipe, 
iny deiue, and scheming pleasant 
surprises for you, let us see if you 
are radly acquainted with him—* 
your Santa Clause. '0,he’s a gotnl 
fellow. It he ever cheated at pol­
itics or cards, or icounteuauceil a 
Hhjndig at a cbnrch-lieoetit per­
formance tbat was not in strict ac 
eordauce with the General Hules, 
he has repented in broadcloth be­
fore a high-priced coal fiie, turucd

an old suit over to the hired man 
(at a good stiff price for second 
hand,) bought the baby a new rat­
tle and a limbeijack, kissed his 
wife, paid the doctor 75 cents on 
last year’s account, and will, start 
the forthcoming New Year with an 
entirely new set of resolutions 
not because he has a weakness for 
new things that don’t coet money, 
but because those he has tried 
heretofore wouldn’t stand the 
strain. Santa Claus Is something 
of a character—instead of a myth. 
He likes to see the world go round, 
when it is going his way, and 
doesn’t choose to play the chimney 
sweep in order to drop a ten-cent 
doll into a stocking with a hole in 
the heel. He may stand in the 
rain long enough to inspect the 
latest exhibition of dropstitched 
hosiery, but there isn’t umbrellas 
enough in Hoboken to keep him 
dry on the way to a prayer meet­
ing. He finds in the club the most 
(M)ngeuial atmosphere for the mar 
ried man, after business hours, 
and knows very well that “a hot 
bird aud a cold bottle” is the best 
kind of a bracer to a man who is 
trying to make up his mlud to 
seek the bosom of his family— a 
dear little woman and 17 smalj 
children.

If he is troubled with insomnia— 
under these circumstances-he is 
not without excuse for a ruffled 
temper at breakfast and an incli 
nation to lunch down town—which 
develops into a positive tempta 
tion. If you do not see him again 
until 2 a. m. you needn’t charge it 
to the Lodge—but forgive him for 
his stomach’s sake.

You do not know such a Santa 
Claus? Tis well. And may you 
never. But you are young; aud 
very innocent; as one may per­
ceive from the nnmber of yellow­
back Liura Jean Liroburgers lying 
around. But there is aootber 
Santa Claus—reallf. 80 here’s to 
Santa of iofani fancies! And 
here’s to full stockings, plum pud 
(lings, aud happy families every­
where. Here’s to the orphan’s 
Santa Claus, and to the minister 
lug angel of ragged urchins who 
shiver in troubled expectancy ol a 
mysterious and doubtful visitor. 
A trille to these helpless ones is a 
small investment, but it purchases 
what money sometimes cannot buy 

happiness.

If Christmas is no longer what 
it used to be, do something to make 
the occasion to someone else what 
it used to be to you.

I f  yon go hunting on the 25th 
don’t forget that your principal 
consideration will be to keep from 
getting shot.

The city fathers have kindly 
jiermitted you to enjoy the usual 
fireworks Xmas, liarrlDg large can­
non crackers. Be good enough not 
throw any bombs under any of the 
Board, or you may have to dol 
your shooting out of the limits 
uext time. '

If you feel ill aud need a pill 
Why not purchase the best? 
DeWitt’s Early Risers 
Are little surprisers,
Take one—they do the rest.
W. F. Howell, Houston, Tex., 

writea- 1 have used Little Early 
Kiser Pills lu my family for con- 
stijiation, sick headache, etc. To] 
their use I am indebted for the
health of my*family.

To Curo a Cold la  Ooo Doy.
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine | 

Tablets. A l l  drugglsto refund the 
money If It laila to cure. B. W.
Grove’s signature Ison each box.
25c.

m
JL I

i

242 and 244 W. Main St, Greenville, N. C

Children’s 
Hosiery,
Wolth 8c. Slight “ seconds,*’ 
hence this low price, but they 
will wear well. Fine one-and 
one ribbed hosiery, made of 
fast black cotton.

Men’s Heavy Sox
worth 10 and 12, only

Good Toilet Soap,
worth 25c. box, 3
cakes only -«cyV .

HOMESPUN,
Good Round Thread ^  y ,l  
Homeepuii, P '*

PICTURES E A -
$1.00 kinds, only
“Yards of Flowers” of all de­
scriptions; also fruits. Size 
36 i  X lOi inches, in U  inch 
gilt frames, with large brass 
comers. Second floor.

Women’s Fleeced Lined Union
Suits, extra 2 5 c .  SUÍt
heavy, —

50 dozen Ladies’ All Linen 
Ilemstiihi I
Handkerchiefs, *

Large sized Rug, O H c *  
38 x 80 inches,

Extra Large Double White

79c. pair

Kxtra weight, extra size Bed
Comforts, q O
Reversible

All Linen knottetl, fnngetl and 
hemstitched Damask Towels,
worth 40 aid 50c. 25c .
our pnce,

» ____

liSrge;^Size Al)sorbent Bath 
Towels, full bleaches, 15c-

M I L L I N E R Y
Trimmed Hats and Trimming, fine and stylish things fo r, the 
most ridiculous prices you ever heard of, the sort that gained 
and maitained Munford’s reputation for lo these many months. 
There are Hats and To(|ues ana Bonnets, and the reiluctions
run something like this*. Munford’s $5-00 Pattern Hats can 
be had for $3.98, and so on. Go the Millinery show room  ̂
on the first floor and nee for yourself what lovely styles we are 
showing at 1.50, 2.50, 3.00, 4.50 an d  S-S®*

Coats, Suits, Skirts
Furs,

Handsomest, Newest, and Best Made.

Special Attractions for 
* Christmas Week.

i t

•• HIGH 
ART."

HIGH
A1T.»

Cupyrightta lIQi,

A page like this will sufflce to give you an idea 
of the wonderful values in this great sale. Every 
aisle, every counter, every foot of space crowded 
with astonishing values. ‘ Reliable Merchandise 
in every case. Nowhere wjll you find such 
goods at such low prices.

C. T. Munford’s The Big 
S t o r e

242 and 2 4 4 ^ .  Main St., Greenville, N. C



WILL LAWSON’S
Lucie——i- A  CM ftm u Story

By A LFR E D  B. TOZER
Oon^ifiit, UQI. ky ChitflM B. lth«rioirtop

I
VB often heord my old mother 
that’f been dead thest twenty 
yeara t ty  that linfol ways car* 
rled their own penalties, and 
rm  sure the saylnj; proved true 
In the case I ’m going to tell you 

ibOQt, though yon may say there was 
no actual aln committed by my friend, 
which may be true, but be gave way 
under strong temptation, and that is 
the next thing to it. Anyway, Will 
Latfimn, the tideit son of her who was 
Samantha Fisher, would never have 
been arrested for murder and put in 
peril of h l s m ^ b e  tadn't y^dcd tlk 
temptation and luTd to'̂  do with a lot* 

Jlmry ticket 
Widow Lawson, Will’s mother, lived 

next door to me in a little white cot­
tage with green blinds and a neat flow­
er garden in front when these things 
happened, and we were tlie best of 
friends. So 1 remember as if It was 
only yesterday the day Will came home 
from city with bis netv clothes. It 
was t ie  ÍHh of December, and Will’s 
mothsr bad been saving up all sum­
mer to buy that suit for a Christmas 
present for her boy, so it was quite an 
eveqt when he brought it home. I ran 
right over when I saw him, and be 
put the clothes on and paraded arouQd 
the house so we could see how he 
looked in them. Will was a handsome 
boy, with a straight, slender figure.

. After the boy had shown oft his 
clothe! and told us all about his visit 
to the city I went home, for I had left 
some things stewing on the stove, and 1 
was afraid they’d burn, but 1 hadn’t 
been home very long before Mrs. Law- 

; son’marched in, with a worried look 
' on her face aiftl that wretched lottery 

ticket in her band. Mrs. Lawson was
a God fearing woman, and she alm os^ selected the first present and called
cried as she told me about finding a 
ticket in the watch pocket of Will’s 
new pantaloons.

‘The worst of ! t"  she said, ”ls that 
Will denlM all knowledge of the ticket. 
He spoke up real disrespectful when I 
told him he’d better bum i t  He said 
it migfat bring luck.”

”L«ck is hard work and aa\ing 
w tya” said L Vand I’m sorry to see 
sk^b notions getting futo your head. 
Nothing good*can come of it, you may 
be sure. If I were in your place, I’d 
bv n  that lottery ticket right now in. 
my kitchen stove.” *

”Bubf promised Will 1 wouldn’t  de­
stroy it,” she said.

Ail I could say didn’t persuade her 
into lay way of thinking, though she’d 
come over to consult the, and she went- 
home with the ticket ciaspcd tightly in 
her hand, as if it could bring auything 
but sorrow.

It was exactly two weeks after-on 
Dec. 23, to be exact—that Mrs. Lawson 
came over to my bouse looking more 
cheerful* than. I’d seen her look for 
many a long day.

“What do you think T’ she asked, al­
most dancing across to the sink, where 
I was cleaning a small turkey for 
Christmas dinner—”^hat do you think? 
Will's ticket has drawn the prize.”

Her words and her manner struck 
me all of •  heap, but 1 mauaged to 
ask her .what kind of a prize, for 1 
thought perhaps he’d drawn a necktie 
or a clock.

”lt’s a money prize,” she said. “Fif­
teen thousand dollars.”

I bad turned around, with my dish* 
pan, almost full of bloody water, in my 
hands, and 1 Just sat down in a chair, 
feeling weak ail lu a minute, and the 
dishpan tipped over, ond all that water 
weut sailing over my clean floor.

“For land sakesT’ 1 said when 1 got 
my breath again. “You don't say so!” 

“Yes,” she said, “it’s oil here in this 
Ilst-N a 98,607.”

When 1 asked her if he’d got the 
money and she said be was going to 
the city the next day to get it, 1 didn’t 
encourage her in any hopes that might 
not be fulfilled.

“Well,” said Mrs. liawson, “Will’s 
asked Lawyer Clapp al»out It, and be 
says it’s all right lie’s going down to 
the city tomorrow with Will after ths 
money. Tbey’U bo back in the evening 
In time for Will to play Santa Claus In 
District school No..3.”

Then sbs besltsted a little, pulling at 
tbs strings of her wiutcr bood, which 
was all crinkled up under her arm, but 
finally asked me not to say anything 
about Will drawing the money.

“He doesn’t  Want It known,” sbs 
laid, “though I can’t see why, and 
wt’r t  going on living as if we hadn't a 
cent In the world, for a tiius at least 
and then perhaps wt’ii move away.” 

Mrs. Lawson w'snt away looking Just 
as cheerful as If Will bad enmod ths 
mcmey down at the mill and bad it all 
in bis hand, and I had to go to work 
and clean up the moss on the floor 
caused by that pan of bloody water. 
But somehow I couldn't seem to be 
thankful for what Mro. I^awson consid­
ered such a biesalng. I couldn't get the 
notion out of my mind that sotnethlog 
dreadful would come of It 

The nert momlng, the day before 
Christmaa Will Lawson and lawyer 
Ciflpp were op bright ond early and 
look tbs 623 train for New York. They 
got the money, though they had to pay 
fomstblng out of the prize ao as not to 
wait until the ticket bad been sent In 
lo the main office. They got boms late 
fn the artcrnoon, and Mra. Lawsoo, 
pale and netrous a t a kitten, was at 
the train to meet them.

Will jumped off flrst and, ninnlng 
up to his little mother, klieed her right 
before the crowd.

“| t ’̂  aU right.” he said. “I’vs got tha 
v é ^  fipd fve  paid Ur. Clam> fw hts 
tims and trouble, but we iHith think

It’s better not to say anything about 
this to the neighliors. Ucroember, 
mother, not a word.”

Mrs. I^wson was eo exciled that she 
could only uiuiuble out her promise to 
regard Will’s wishes. On the Avay home 
she remark (Ml:

“Will, I am that upset I wish yon 
would not go to the Christmas eve jolll- 
flcation down at Dllstrlct school No. 3.” 

“Oh, I couldn’t dIsapi»olnl tlicin. I’ve 
promised, and I must be there. Be­
sides, I took $10 of the money I got 
from the ticket and bought a few little 

f^^sd^s for youngsters. And then, 
too, you know if J don’t go there'll be 
ño Santa Claus.”

The building belonging to District 
No. 8 was the typical country school 
bouse. U was painted red and con­
tained two rooms—one for the more 
advanced scholars and one for the “pri­
maries.” There was an entrance for 
each section. One of these little vesti­
bules had been transformed for the oc­
casion into a dressing room for Santa 
Claus. In the middle of the primary 
department, which was the larger dt- 
vlsiou of the building, a short but 
broad spreading Christmas ti-ee had 
been placed. It bore a fairly generous 
yield of tinseled gifts. Will ocldcd the 
presents he had bought and then, be­
fore the children began to aiTive, re­
tired to the vestibule to “make up” as 
Santa Claus.

The room soon filled, and, to the ac­
companiment of the music of tin and 
brass horns, Santa Clnua entered. The 
children gazed upon the weirdly built 
up S t Nicholas with feelings of awe 
mingled with admira tiou. Santa 
stepped u p ^  the tree, bowing to tlie 
little folks as he went. Clumsily he

confidence In Will’s word. I t  didn’t 
seem to me th a t he w'ould lie Idmself 
right Into a dishonored grave.

One day Just before the time set for 
the trial Mrs. Lawson came over to my 
house and sat there grieving and cry­
ing over the plight poor 11*111 was in 
until my heart almost broke at the 
•ight of her misery. Finally I told her 
th a t I was going to, the city tlie next 
day, tliougli I liud never tlionglit of It 
before, and tha t 1 meant to stay there 
until I found out all about tliat ticket 
and how It got into thei iiocket of the 
boy’s neiv pantaloons.

“I’m not going to sit here with foM- * 
ed hands,” I said, “and see Will 
hanged, and th a t’s the end of It. Youl 
may go with me if you'want to, but I 
w ant yon to remember that I’m to com­
mand the expedition and do whatever 
I  see fit to do.’’

, I think my positive way cheered her 
up a little. She weiit with me, and we 
saw' the poor boy sitting alone and dig* 
consolate in bis cell. Such a crying 
time a.s we had over lilm! He tolil us 
where lie liad bought tlie clothes, and 
w’e found tlie store and looked it over, 
pretending to want to buy something. 
I t  was a little bit of a place in a dirty 
part of the city, with a low, smoky 
ceiling all covered with tly specks and 
n chilly atmosiihcre, It was dark In 
there too, though It was a bright win­
ter day, and there wns a smell of dye- 
stiifTs about the frosty Interior that! 
most tiirnetl my stomach. j

The proprietor wasn’t a bit more a t- !

because I went about It with a lie In 
my mouth. I hoi»e Cod ’U focgive me 
for the falsehood, though it was told in 
a good cause. But we found out one 
thing by going there, and that is that 
there Is something \vrong about those 
clothes. You saw’ how the fellow net(Hl 
when he came back from the door with 
them ? W ell.'to  my mind, he wasn’t 
angry, lie  was Just seared. Now. 
why? And why did he lie about selling 
the clothes? If there was only some 
w’ay  of proving th a t he sold tlu* clothes, 
It m ight be possible to frighten him 
Into toiling the tru th .”

said Mrs. Lawson, “there are 
the tags. Will savcil every one of 
them, thinking he might w ant b' 
change the clothi’S or something. We 
can send home and get the tags. 
They’ve got the store’s private marks 
on them.”

W e sent for the tags that night, and 
by the time they reucluMl us we’̂d doht 
a* lot of running around, but we were 
all ready for the elothing denier,

W'ell, things were all tlxisl a t Inst, 
and  Lawyer Clapp got a poliieman In 
plain clothes to go along with us. We 
left the policeman outside and marched 
Into the store bold as bra.ss. The jiro* 
prietor didn’t recognize us a t first. 1 
guess, and came forwnrd to wait on 
us, though there w asn’t a thing in hl> 
atore I ’d ’a’ bought a t a quarter of the 
price he asked for it. How Will ever 
came to trade In such a place is be­
yond my comproheusion. Before 1 
•aid a w’ord I picked up a coat that 
w as lying on the counter and looked 
a t the marks on the tag sewed a t  the 
back of the collar. They were the 
tam e as the m arks on the tags I had in 
my pocket. I 

When the man* saw who I wxis, he 
began to seem mad again, hut I saw 
him trembling.

"You take your old clothes and gc 
aw ay,” ho said. “I don't w an t you 
here. I never saw  the clothes before, 
and I told you so once,”

“Now, you keep your temper,” I said,

♦lill me a liar!” shouted the fellow. 
“BcciiHse if you do I ’ll call the officer 
you talk about and have you thrown 
into the street!”

“You don’t dare to.” said I, “and If 
you did the officer wtmldu’t obey you. 
He’s here lo protect us and to suh* 
poMia you to go to the trial. And you 
do lie when yop say you didn’t .sell 
these clothes to Will I.awson, for I've 
got the tags th a t were on them gat 
them In my pocket tliis m inute-a 
the marks on them m e the same as the 
marks on the elullu’S j'ou’ve got on 
your shelves. So the  quicker you call 
tht? otlleer in and give Uifu a history of 
the elotlics the Ui'tter it will bo for you.”

All the time i was talking Mrs. I.aw­
son stood tlu re  all of a tremble, hold­
ing on t j  my ; r:n with both hamis. us 
thongli she v.as afrr.id I meant to tly 
at the man and rerateb tils ugly face 
and claw the tru th  out i f his throat. 
The fellow looked at nee. with his 
snaky eyes naming with rage and bate, 
theugh I could see th a t he was scared 
too.

“You talk p retb’ i^trong for an old 
woman,” he said, “and when you ve 
finished your say you can take your 
old clothes and walk out.”

I started for the d(M)r, and I suppose 
'ho thought he’d seared me out, fo}' 1 
heard him eliuekllng, Imt he soon had 
cause to cbangt' his mind. f<¡r 1 knock­
ed on the glass with uiy umbrella, ami 
In walktHl tlie olfli*er. The storekeept'r 
was takeu aback. ho tried to put 
on a bold- face and .a.- ked the officer 
if he was ciuuliictlng a branch Insane 
asylum.

“BocaURO If you are,” he said, “you’d 
better take your pntimits to some other 
•hop.”

“We’ll see about th a t directly." s.ai(l 
the officer, “but I’ve get a Httle busi­
ness to do with you first.” .\nd ho 
rend hhn the sul)p<eua ifml gave him a 
copy of it; all in printing and writing, 
plain as you plcasi».

“Of eonrse I’ll have to ol>cy the or­
der of the court,”, said the man, siwak-

out the name inscribed thereon:
“Jimmie Br6wn!”
A youngster about seven years of ’ 

age, w ith his hair plastered down Intoj 
a cowlick on hi» forehead, prom ptly , 
stepped forward frani tlic front row,! 
looked around and, seeing that he w as . 
the only persoq, owt of line, stuck his 
finger into his cheek, began to blubber 
and abruptly rushed back to tlie sheP j 
ter of the crowd. H e w as quieted and i 
made his way haltingly to the tree, - 
where S t  Nicholas handed him a 
mauvo colored sheep whioh em itted a , 
plaintive “Ba-a-a!” when it was 
pressed. As Jim m ie moved Jerkily 
backward tow ard bia original position 
the dooc opened. Every one Uwkedj^ 
around, and all w ere ostcmlshed to  ob­
serve th a t the tw o m en who entered 
were itrangera. One of the new^coniers 
asked if Will Lawson w as there. i

The school trustee w ent over to  the 
man and explained th a t Will was 
Santa C laui and th a t i t  would not do 
to let the children find out that tlu^t* 
Idol .was but a  man of clay. The fe I- 
low walked over tow ard the tree, i 
placed his hand upon Will’a sbouidor |  
and grufi9ly remarked:

“Will Lawson, you are my prisoner!”
Will was dumfoundcd, but his sur­

prise w as as nothing compared to th a t 
of the children, who then learned w hat 
they had never even 8usp<‘cted—that 
their Santa Claus was only a man. 
The festivities broke up in a hurry, but 
the man, who was an officer fit)iu New 
York, never left W’iU’s side.

Will had been arrest(*d for murder, 
and all because of th a t lottery tick e t 
Lawyer Clapp came lu by and by all ‘ 
of a bustle, and the four—W’lll and the 
lawyer and the tw o strangers—went 
down to Mrs. I.»nw8on’8 house. The 
poor woman fainted aw ay when she 
heard th a t Will had been arrested, and 
I ran in as soon as 1 heard of i t  When 
1 got there, the fence in front of the 
cottage was all lined with prying faces.

When Mrs. I^iwsou came to, W’lll 
told her not to worry, th a t be liad done 
nothing to be orrested fur and that it 
would ail come out right In time.

“I ’ve got to go aw ay with these men 
’tonight,” ho sold, “but I'll be back in 
a few dnya And Lawyer Clapp Is go­
ing with me, and yoO can hear from 
me through him. But, whatever hap­
pens, you must always believe that I 
told you the tru th  almut that ticket.”

They went off th a t u igb t The fol­
lowing day was Chrlstnias, aud what 
a Christmas It was for pocw Mrs. I^w - 
eon and me! Lawyer Clapp came back 
the day after Chrlstnias, He told us 
th a t thd man who bought lottery ticket 
No, 98,507 hod been stubbed to death

ii
“WILL LAWSON, YOU ARE MY PRISONER!”

tractive tlm u his place of business, lie  
looked like n Itusslnii n ml w«h tall niid 

In the street on the very night W ill '  utout. w ith a big h o m * aud black hair 
bought h li new clothes and not fa r t a,„i "/be b n  I r  u l  h . s bead and the
from the place where bo bought them. | of uis face met and miu:le<l up to
He was a stranger in the city, only 
one man knowing auything about him, 
and tha t man his roommate at a che^p 
hotel.

But this roommate had seen the 
tick e t He remeraliered the irumber 
and thought It strange It wnsn^t found 
on the dead mao’s body. Ho told the 
police about it, and so when the ticket 
woe cashed for Lawyer Cmpp in New 
York It was traced Iwick and promptly 
landed Will I.4iw h o i ) In prison. I heard 
that the broker who bought the ticket 
oamo very near being nrrcstcHl for the 
murder and only oecapeH by giving 
WlH’i  name and addrese. If the liekct 
hadn't drawn th a t prizes it would nev­
er have been heard of mgnln, and Will 
wouldn't have been arpested.

Will etuck to the story ho flrst told 
•bout (he ticket, and  Lawyer Cla|ip 
didn’t iH'lleve i t

*T could do better for him If he'd tell 
the tru th ,” lAwyer Clapp said fo inw 
one day, “for his posseminn of tha t 
ticket must be accounted fur if we are 
to save him from the gallowa.“

I thought about It us th e ^ w y e r
did, but aonielinw I lK‘gan to ha .iftiiore

gelhvr, and he dailed hl.Y ruimd cy.H 
a t us out of the thicket IHi(* a snake. 1 
laid Will’s clothes down on the counter | 
and Knid they were bought there and 
tha t I would like b» get a I «.’«er suit 
and pay u little  more money.

The iiinu oiM*ncd the bundle said 
th a t he cNUihlil't allow the f ill pi’lce, 
but he’d throw  off enough on aiwiher 
suit to make up. Then wtmelliJ og about 
the cloibcs se^tueil lo a ltrm i b 'S atleii 
th>n. and  he graid»tNl them up  (iui*U 
«ml sviu'ttMl for the fr»»nt dt or. wheie 
It waa lighter. I heard him muttering, 
and ^vhvn he came back tu nS \w  pre- 
tendcMl to be tu a great nige.

“ Why do you bring these rttií** here?” 
lie (*.«'uinnd(‘d. “ I never saw them be­
fore.”

I was Jmft duuifoundíM! for a m'* ond, 
tint tlu-re w asn’t a thing 1 c»»nkl »*a.v, so 
I tíHik Hie elotlies and went «way. 
When we p i t  bui’k to our little ’‘miiii 
In the hotel, I sat down oral «leo '. It 
ItsikiMl so bll eU for Will.^mt lu 8 m.'u 
ute an Idea, cam e lo me like uti liisplrk • 
tiou.

"Now. Mrs. Law-iMin” I m M. 
were not prospertMl In fiiat undertaking j

j u s t  a.s cool a s  If I’d  been Htandln.if in 
my  own  kltelieij. ‘ fur  yi. t’M ne« tl all 
t h e  sense you’ve gut lid'ore we’re 
t h r ou gh  with you.  We’re froin Hu' 
coun t ry ,  but  we  a i n ' t  no green a s  we 
bHik." *

"Well ,  wha t  do  you w a n l ’/” he asked,  
fliul. m r .  boW hlN black eye.s snapped !

" W e  wan t  to know about  H; '<e 
clollvi's,” 1 said,  “an d  who ha«l lb >m 
befo re  you sold t hem to Will l . au^on,  
a n d  we 've  got an  ullleei’ unt i ide,  and 
w e  mean  to know af) Jibimt It be ler e 
w e  leave this t t laer .”

1 liad never b. fon* Ihouj-'h! o f  sume 
one  ebi* Ituying t he  elolh*  ̂ befeei- V  ̂ ! 
bought  them, and  I o'  ¡'t l ofov \vi« t 
n iude  me think of am h a tb ■ lb> >
I g m  KM It was  t he  g' -nlm"- of < . I 
(l iat  pot it Into my be.iit wb* o 1 im-tt 
needed  II.

‘i don’t know an.\ Will l.a tm .” 
said he, “und 1 d o n ’t kqow Hie . lothes, 
so  you ' d bet t er  g»‘t out ’’

" I t  seems to Ih* the will of I’rovt 
denee . ” siiltl I, "l l iat  evrryl 'Hiv Hmt 
fouebes  Ibul SUlt of  elo beV. l=e, mIi i n h 
l i a r  r igid off I i"ld loti a v -boppi r  
he ro  Hie otlmr da.v wl¡ n I p ' .  lem' t-I  
t o  w a n t  to exeliaiigi '  It for a iH-tii-r suit 
a n d  pay more luo iuy ,  l*ut I’vu nrked 
(loil to forgive me  for It, and  I Impe 
lie will ”

" I n m ’t ,\ou fi ' tnc Into my s tore  i>ml

tu g  milder, “ h u t  I c a n ’l  s e e  wbnl y o u ’ri* 
gi t t l n g  a t  "

" V o n ’II I lnd  o u t  s o o n  e n o i i e l ' . "  said 
the utll<M*r, and w c  a l t  st . i i  ed  |o i  t h e  
d o o r .  But I k« pf  m.'. l a r -  o|mmi wide. 
(}il I o v p i  ) l ' 'd  ite e e l l e d  lulek , \ l id  
s u r e  e n o u g ! i .  b e f o r e  we got In to  llm 
S tre e t  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  e i i l b d  le  u s  lo  
w a l l  and e a i i i e  up t o  when-  we wi re.

“ Wli.it if* It III 'Uf tin* ePiHiesV' h**̂  
ndied.  keopiug bl - e\ il toen lived oil; 
Mrs. Law>oit, t: l id.big perliaps l iei t j  
slie’d be Ho* c:e I, , t o<;e f)| Hie parfy lo|  
Scare Into nil in; wor  tliat iiiighl givei  
bim somethi i ig like n liint to be gjibb il i 
tiy Slie did loek pret ty  Hiiild and 
slnieki i ig.  Iiut I g'«\e  tier ¡irin a gixil  
plneli iiiid Wli!*;pered to l o r  to b - llrm, 
snil nbe seetiiei! lo t . r  oil tour  ige.

"M'li. I 1' It abti td the elotlies' '" re 
pe.itttl llie man.  “ ‘.eui what  If I did 
Sell t hem ?  It'?’ my bm’iiieuM to wl l  
elotio.s and tliere'H no law agains t  
tlial 1 evi r  lo an l  of. So I b e n ’s no' 
liitrm done,  in ther e ' " ,

"Ye* '* Miild tin* ntitei*!*, ' ‘Hore’a h a r m ’ 
done, and  a .miiih,' m; n L t'> lu* t ru ' d 
for bis life '"1 Ii teoniil  of  yni .  ;nid Viiq 
call m.ike tbliigM ri:,bt t v ti ll lini tliOi 
li'Uih, if yon haven ' t  forgot ten how." i 

I i.ouM :*0e b ’. tin* eh uu  Ul,. evpfeS 
lion ill the felbov’s e y e t  that  he k i o w i  
all iibonf the l u r e  t o f  the poor Imy ! 
and il.ld te l lewed tin* e.t le ill, the lieWS j

papers, and I  fsit like going down on 
my knees there on his dirty floor, for I 
eaw, too, that he meant to tell what he 
knew about it. I looked at Mrs. Law­
son, and there were tears In her eves. ,

“That old woman,” ivi'gan the'm an, 
“said a moment ago that .she liod In 
her pocket the tags taken from these 
Clothes. Show me the tags, and I’ll 
talk fast enough, for the law can’t 
touch um for wb^t I did.” ..

I bunded :he tags to Hm of’.lcer, and 
he let the proprietor look at them, be- 
log careful to keep one hand on theuii 
oil the time.

“Yes,” he said, deftant-like. “I did 
sell this suit to a .voimg niiiii a matter 
of thr<»e or four weck.s ago. But hefore 
that and on tlie same night 1 hoUI them 
to another mnn, who never lived to put 
them on.”

“Morey!” said 1. “Why didn’t he llvs 
to put them on?”

“All 111 good time, old \v. :na:i,” was 
the Impudent reply. “You'd sobti know 
all about it if you’ll give me a chance. 
This flrst customer bought this suit 
and iiald for It. Then he weut to the 
back end of the store to put it on. I 
saw him shift some articles, such e i 
a knife, a bunch of keys and a little 
change, from the pockets of the pants 
he had on to the iwckets of the new 
ones, but he .seeiiiod to change bis 
mind, fur he took them out again and 
asked to have the new suit done up, 
saying that he’d wear the old clothes 
home. But I noticed that he put a little 
slip of printed paper into the watch 
pocket of the new pants and didn’t 
take It out again when ho shlfte^l the 
other things. I rememlier thinking 
about It a t the time aud intending to 
call his attention to it. but another 
customer came In Ju«t then,* and I fo r  
got all about it. jp'rum that day up to 
a week or so ago I never once thought 
of the m atter, though I’ve been sorry 
enough for my forgetting that little 
slip of paiwr.”

“That must have lieen the lottery 
ticket!” gasped Mrs. Lawson. “And 
■Will has been telling the gospel truth 
all the tim e we've been doubting his 
word, i)oor boy!”

“V'es,” said the man, “I guess ft was 
the lottery ticket I ’ve been reading 
about In the papers—No. bS.SCT—that 
drew .$15,009. 1 was a fool not to have 
my mind aliout me and take it out of 
the watch iwcket when I got tlieelothef 
back on the shelf again. They wouldn’t 
have trnewl it to me, I can tell you, and 
I’d have been $l.'>,tKH) better off now.”

“I wish you had!” said Mra. Lawson, 
with a sob. “ I wish to goodness you 
hud!”

The rascal glared and went on with 
his story.

“ .•Vbout two mínutíMí after the man 
went aw ay with the clothes there was 
a hue and cry In the street, and I went 
out to see what was up. leuvlug a clerk 
to wait on cUHtoniers. Wlieii I got out­
side, I heard people saying that a man 
bad Just been imirdered at the mouth 
of an alley not far up the street, and 1 
went there, curious to see who It was. 
As soon as I came up to the p la ^  
whei'O the crowd was I saw that it was 
niy customer that tiad been murdered. 
Ho lay uiHin the siones of the alley, 
with a knife wound In his breast and 
the blood all about him on the frosty 
ground. T h h s u lto f  clothes that I had 
Just sold him lay there by his side just 
as. I had tied it up for him. Then the 
thought eume to me tba4 I might take 
the mail's clothes and np one would 
lose by It, for yon can't ruli a dead 
man, he having no use for clothes. So 
I plckeit them up and hid them under 
m.v coat, and nfi one saw me. so gr(*al 
was the exciteiiient. 1 got l.ack to the 
store as «luIck as m.v feet could earr.v 
me and put the clothcN on the sliclf 
again, never once thinking of the little 
prliitcHl slip In the watch iiocket of the 
pants, worse luck!”

The oftleer laughed at the shameless 
scoundrel's changed tune and manner, 
but I didn’t feel luiich like iaiigliiiig, 1 
can tell you, with j>oor Will l.viiig there 
lu prison, his neck niniost into the 
hanginnn’H noose.’

“Then In half an liour or so,” con- 
tliUKHl the man, “this young fellow 
that’s Im'cii arrested for murder came 
in. and I sold liim the clothes. 1 sup­
pose Hie lottery ticket was sljll In the 
watch {lockct, and he must have fotiud 
It after he got home and presented It 
for pnyuient.”

"Fill the one Hint found the ticket," 
hrokw In .Mrs. I.awsoii. tlie tears of Joy 
running down her face, “aiul I’ve al­
ways thought he IIimI to me nliout how 
it ennie there. I'm glad he hasn't got 
the sill of lying to answer for even If 
we ean’t prove that he didn’t kill the 
ninn.”

"We can prove Hint fast snongb 
now." said tin* ofllrei. Tin n he tnrmsi 
to the storekeeper again. "Wliy didn’t 
you come forward und tell Hic truth 
when you saw the danger this iiino- 
i'cnl boy was lii’f" he asked. “ Hut for 
this reiiuirkable womair' he reull.v 
said “reiiinrkable” and iimlded his 
head at me, though I think Mrs, I«nw- 
sun ib'serves most of the credit for 
what was done on acetMiiit of her 
thinking about the tags “but for tills 
renuiikaide woman Im might have 
Iwen hanged,''

'riie clothing dealer’s e.ves sparkled 
witli citntiing.

“ His heirs might have eliiliinH! the 
floHies." he said, “and then I didn’t 
vvnnl piMiple to know whnM ’d done.”
' “Ho that's  why you lleil to us when 
we came in here.’’ I said. “Ami you 
would have seen that boy go to tbe 
«allows rnllier tlinn loso the price of 
Hiose elolhes! You ought to he tarred 
Mild fc a l l ie ied !"

I walked away without saying s 
word, and the officer ami Mrs Lawson 
followiHl We went to Will the llrnl 
thing iibd told lilni Hie news. .My, bid 
he was ghid to think Hint he was he 
lleved at last! Tbe I'Mal didn’t amount 
lo nineb after tbnt. and they never 
fonml out wlio munlered thnl traiigcr 
ir vvb.v be was mnrdeusl. The txillee 
H!iy If Is one of the umodvetl luimler 
m.\^lerbK. though th e  think he was 
niislnkeii fur tsnue oHier man.
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H o w t o

I t  will be good uews totbe moth- 
enoÍMnaUcliUdrento leain t hat 
eronp can be prevented The drat 
sum of cronp w hoareenesa. A day
o r  two before the attMk the child
beoomee hoarse, 'tb 's  is soon fol­
lowed by a peculiar rough cough 
Give Chamberlain’s Ooogh Remedy
freelj as soon as the child becora^ 
hoaise.or even after the rongh 
cough appears, and it 
all symptoms of croup. In tnis 
way all danger and anxiety 
he avoided. This remedy is used 
by many thousands of mothers ana 
h a s  never been known to fail. It
is. in fact, the only remedy that 
can always be depended upon and 
that is pleasant and safe to 1®̂ ®- 
For sale by Wooten’s Drug Store, 
Greenville, Farmville Pharmacy, 
P^rmville.

When a man corner after dinner 
he comes before dinner.

A  T im e ly  S u t g e s t i o o .

This is the season of the year 
when the prudent and careful hou e 
wife replenishes her supply of 
Chamberlain’s Coogh Remedy. It 
is certain to be needed before the 
winter is over, and results are 
moch more prompt and satisiac- 
tory when it is kept at hand and 
given as soon as the cold is con­
tracted and before it has become 
settled in the system. In almost 
every instance a severe co'd may 
be warded off by taking this reme 
dy freely as soon as the first indi* 
cation of the cold appears. There 
is no danger in giving it to cnild 
ren for it contains no harmful 
substance. It is pleasant to take 
-^both adults and children like it. 
Buy it and you will get the best. 
I t always cures. For sale by Woot­
en’s Drug Store, Greenville, Farm­
ville Pharmacy, Farmville.

Long Hair
' “  About a year ago my hair w a t 

coming out very fast, so I bought 
a bottle of Ayer’s Hair Vigor. I t  
stopped the falling and made m y 
hair grow very rapidly,' unlil now It 
i s  45 in ch c8  in length. — M rs, A. 
Boydston, Atchison, Kant¿ ____

There’s another hunger 
than that of the stomach. 
Hair hunger, for instance.

Hungry hairneedsfood, 
needs hair vigor— /!¡/<r's.

This is why we say that 
Ayer’s Hair Vigor always 
restores color, and makes 
the hair grow long and 
heavy. ji.wt*«i«. Ainr.|,iMfc

If your drugeiat cannot supply you, 
Mnd us ons doilsr and wc will sxpres#BOIIU U» UIIW    g ------------
you s bottle. Be sure and give the name
o f  y o u r  neareet expreis Office. Address, 

J .C . AYER CO., Lowell, Was».

-SEE-

SPEIGHT &  C O .
Cotton B u yers,

Before se lling  o r d isposing  o f y o u r  
COTTON SEED . They a re  p re p a re d  
to pay  h ighest m arket p rices o r  g ive 
meal in  exchange, and will keen  on 
hand  a t G reenville a  full su p p ly  of 
Meal and H ulls for the trad e .

High Grade JOB PRINTJING 
puue here. Send m your order*

. A Com Wifl.
A forecast of a sudden change 

in the weather serves nolice that a 
hoarse voice and a heavy cough 
may invade the sanctity of heal h 
iu your own home. Oautious peo­
ple have a bottle of One Minute 
Coogh Cure always at hand. £ . 
H. Wise, Madison, Oa., writes: 
“ I am indebted to One Minute 
OoQgh Cure for my present good 
health, and probably my life.” 
It cures Coughs, Colds, LaGrippe, 
Bronchitis, Pneumonia and all 
Throat and Lung troubles. One 
Minute Cough Cure cuts the 
phlegm, draws out the iufiamatiun, 
heals and soothes the mucuous 
membranes and strengthens the 
lungs.

President Roosevelt says be will 
appoint “ fit negroes to office.” But 
it seems they fit only in the South. 
—Wilmington Star.

W. J. TU RNi\GE
P i s w i p r ,  m l  Frilgk t T n n t f i r

Bus meets trains and boata and tukw 
pasaengors anywhere in town. Baggage 
and freight delivered promptly. Any or* 
iers for me left at office of Speight Á  Co. 
•»r Phone No. 115, will receive prompt 

‘taition.

GREENVILLE’S 

TONSORIAL PARLOR.
Opjiosite J. B. Cherry & Co.

8. J . NOBLES, Proprietor.
I have newly furnished my shop 
and am prepared to give the best 
hcrvice to be had. Cosmetics a 
specialty. 8. J. NOÓLES.

; HE UP TO DATE
I BARBER SHOP«

as m uyed near Five Points and lo* 
'»itec. in the new brick building, 
(knoe give os.a call, we think 
we can please yon.

J  H. DAVIS.

To improve the appetite and 
Btrenghten the digestion, try a few 
doses of Chamberlain’s Stomach 
and Liver Tablets. Mr. J . H. 
Seitz, of Detriot, Mich., says, 
“ They restored my appetite when 
impaired, relieved me of a bloated 
feeling and oauseii a pleasant and 
satisfactory movement of the bow­
els.”  There are people in this 
oommonity who need just such a 
medicine. For sale by Wooten’s 
Drug Store, Greenville, Farmville 
Pharmacy, Farmville. Every box 
warranted.

A rope often gets tight Decause 
that is the way it is taut.

Kodil O ftp ik iiiC iire .
Digests all classes of fiMHl, tone> 

and strengthens the stonmeh and 
digestive organs. Cure.H Dyspep­
sia, Indigestion, Stomach Troubles, 
and makes rich red hUmd, heultti 
aiitl strength. Kodol rebuilds 
woriiout tissues, puiifies, strength 
ens and sweetens the stomach. 
Gov. U. W. Atkinson, of W. Va , 
Bays: 1 have used a nuniiiei of 
ikottles of Kod.d and have foutnl it 
to be a very effective and, indeed, 
a powerful lemedy for stomaoh 

0 ailments. I recommend it to iny 
friends. J . L. Wooten.

A mao seldom has any trouble 
ID finding trouble.

Wilt's ll I Nllt.
Kverytbiug is in the name when 

it comes to Witch Hazel Salve. 
K. ('. DeWitt & (k>., of (Tilcago, 
disiHivereil, some years ago, how 
to make a salve from Witch Hazel 
that is a ipeciflc for piles. For 
Bllud, bleeding, itching aud pro­
truding Piles, eczema, cuts, burns, 
bruises afad all skin diseases 
DeWltt’s Salve has no e<jual. This 
has given rise lo numerous worth­
less oounterfelts. Ask for De- 
Wilt’s—the geuutue. J . L. 
Wootefi.

T h a t  5 u i t
Would look better and 
last longer if you bring 
it down and have it '

Cleaned and P ressed
The work that I do 
speaks for itself, and I 
am ready to serve you 
promptly at all times.

PAUL MSTRICK
The Twlor.

Sour
S to m ach

No appetite, lois of atrength, 
Dervousneas, headache, conatlpatlon, 
bad breath, general debility, tou r rla- 
tnga, and catarrh of the atomach are 
all due to Indigestion. Kodol cures 
indigeation. This new discovery repre- 
•enu the natural juices of digestion 
Bi they exist in a healthy stomach, 
combined with the greatest known tonlo 
and reconstructive properties. Kodol 
Dytpepaia Cure doea not only cure In­
digestion and dyspepila. but this famous 
remedy curea all atomach troublaa by 
clearudng, purifying, sweetening and 
strengthening the mucoua membranea
lining the atomach.

Kodol
DIGESTS WHAT YOU EAT

Olvea Haaltli to tlia Sick «n S  
Strength to tha Wenk.

BotUM ootir. t l . 0 0  Shi hoM nt 3M UniM 
UwlrtaJ lUn. wbldi Mila for ftOc.

PrvHtva by I ,  0. DeWttt S  Co., Obloafe.

R
i d g e w o o d  had & th iefi wuen

I, Detective M artinet of th e  
m etropolitan secret service, 
w as called o u t there, I found 

the town In a sta te  of excitem ent over 
the robberies. The principal ones had 
taken place in the m ansion of Colonel 
Payne, th e  r ich est m an In Ridgewood.

There had been four burg laries a t  the  
Payne mansion. The firs t night silver 
was taken—sm all pieces consisting of 
spoons, forks, a fte r d inner coffeea and 
knives,'

The second night a sm all rocking 
chair disappeared and several velvet 
covered foofltools and  nice little  a r ti­
cles of bric-a-brac designed for C hrist­
mas gifts, The tbird night all the chil­
dren’s C hristm as toys th a t bad been 
carefully stored aw ay in  a  Santa C laus 
cupboard by Colonel P ayne and his 
wife, ready for C hristm as eve, d isap­
peared, and the  fonrtb n igh t the cellar 
was pillaged of Its w ine and fruits.

"Looks 08 if it w as somebody inside 
the liouse," said the colonel a fte r  we 
had been over the grouml pretty  well.
■ "Not exactly ,” said I, "or why would 
they take a rocking cha ir?”

The party  th a t accom panied me 
through th e  house consisted of th e

JNO. L. WOOTEN.

" I  HEVEB SAW AXTTHINQ 8 0  LOVKLY.”

colonel and  his wife, th e  oldest daugh­
ter, a girl of fifteen, and  the  colonel’s  
)rivate secretary, W’Uliam W inter,

"This is th e  window they  got In a t  
the first n ight,” said W inter, pointing 
to a  bay window on th e  ground floor 
leading out of the  d in ing  room. "A nd 
th is Is the  one they got In a t  the  o ther 
nights.” pointing to  ano ther big w in ­
dow th a t w as In th e  staircase ball 
alongside the front door.

W hy d idn’t  they a lw ays en ter a t  the  
tam e window?” 1 asked  carelessly.

‘T h a t’s w hat bothers me,” said 
W inter, "b u t you can go tee  for your­
self th a t  they didn’t,”  pointing to  tra m ­
pled places under both of th e  windows.

"You see it w as th is  w ay,” said th e  
colonel. "W e w ere g rea tly  alarm ed the  
first n igh t when the silver w as taken , 
and wo set n w atch  over the things. 
From th a t  night to th e  present th is  
house has been steadily guarded from 
the Inside every night, from dark until 
daylight. And yet we hove bad th ree 
robberlea during th a t tim e. I t  Is the  
strangest thing I ever saw, and I’d 
give $500 to  catch the  burglars.”

"Are they oiw ratlng anyw here else 
In Ridgewood?”

"Yes,” said W inter prom ptly, "they  
tried to  steal some th ings out of th e  
church last night, and  a w'cek ago they 
broke in tp  the oll[}cc of the gas c<»U‘ 
paiiy.”

‘Are you fam iliar there?” 1 asked. 
'Yes,” said W inter.
‘One th ing  more, colonel, before I 

go," I said. "W ill you tell me the 
name of the  person wiio was on guard  
in your house tlie last tli r te  iilglits?"
' "1 w as the person." said W inter.

"All ligh t, colonel.’’ I wiltl. "1 am  
going back to t! c ity  today to stay  
about a we: '. i ut I will lie back 
Christ m as m e  i. d then I will look up 
your th ief for n  .\nd , l>v *he w ay, 
you inlglit get ready for your t 'h r ls t 
mas tree, for 1 e.\pett to give you all 
your ihlugi* back In fluie for your 
Cbristinas celebratipu."

Tlie colonel IcKikcHl skeptical and W in­
ter'sliook Ills tic'ad sadly 

"Don’t you think you liod lielter stay  
here if you are going to  lcx)k few Idm ’f" 
«sktHl the colonel,

"No,” 1 said. " I t  Isn’t necessary. 
Good day, you can look for me C hrist­
mas eve.”

I said goodhy, Imt I didn’t leove 
nidsew ood afte r all. I only w ent 
nw.'v,. f>' ^ ''U til to lilile myself In a 
certain itu lu  iiutel tu tlie liltie town, 
and there I waltcMl and  waUin'il did 
as slick detH iive  work as I ever did 
In my Ilf**, even In ti l»lg elty on tlie 
biggest robbery I ever had 

C hristm as eve found me, not In the 
colonel’s liotue, but out In the Cold, 
frosty air, iooUiug luto the window of 
a little cottage. The r<»ttogf w as the 
end one In a row of wooden houses, 
each w ith n grass plot nrouud It. It 
belongcHl to WllHoiu W inter, i>rlvnte 
secretary to Colouti 1‘uynet nud In the 
cottage HvchI W inter ami his wife and 
W lnler’i  w ife’s m other: also six Illlle

W inters vo ry tn x  In a ll th e  ,way 
frota four to  tw»dve years.

"I never sa w  anything so lovely in  
all my life, papa ,” the oldest W in ter 
girl was sa y in g  as   ̂ pressed my nose 
against th e  g la ss  aud peered iu th rough  
the narrow  s tr ip  between the  w indow  
sash aud th e  casem ent.

There in sid e  of the room stood ft 
little C h ristm as tree upon a  big box, 
aud upon th e  tree  and all around the  
foot of I t st(X)d dozens of b eau ü íu l 
Christm as g ifts . Such a  C hristm as 
tree you nev e r saw ! There w ere little  
things In s ilv er—spoons, forks, a f te r  
dinner coficea and knives, and  there  
was u rock ing  chair, also several little  
footstools an d  little  articles of bric-a- 
brac, all new ly  covered w ith cheap 
chintz. And th e re  were toys. Oh, so 
many toys! A ud ui)on the  tab le  a t  th e  
side of th e  tre e  stood the best of w ines 
aud C hristm as fruits.

 ̂"How sw ee t o f you. Will!” W inter’s 
pretty w ife sa id  as she th rew  her arm s 
around h is neck aud  kissed him. "H 9W 
did you ever guess th a t 1  w anted  all 
those silver th in g s  for the table?”

"And d id  a n y  one ever see such a 
Bon-ln-law?" cried  the old lady as her 
eyes fell upon  th e  table* w ith  the w ine 
and fru its.

" I have g o t th e  goodest papa In th e  
world," yelled  th e  six year old, w hile 
the o thers ch im ed In "Y eth” as they  
made a d ive fo r the toys.

"I could s i t  In th is rocking chair fo r 
a  week,” m urm ured  W inter’s wife, 
rocking h e rse lf  back and  forth  w ith  
her foot on th e  gayly covered footstool, 
‘I f  It w asn’t  th a t  I felt a s  if  I  w an ted  
to get up  a n d  kiss you again ,” she 
said to W in te r  for the tw en tie th  tim e 
as she looked around.

"Now go to  bed, all of you,” cried 
Winter, " a n d  som ething ex tra  for th e  
one who s ta r t s  first. Don’t  le t m e 
bear a  w ord  from  you again  until to ­
morrow m orn ing  a t  b reakfast, and  
then we’ll h av e  C hristm as all day.”

He hustled  them  out of th e  room, an d  
when I ta p p ed  on the  door there w as  
no one le f t dow nsta irs  to  open It b u t 
he.

"Well, w h a t a re  you going to  do 
about I t r ’ I  asked, stepping Into th e  
room and po in ting  to  all the  C hristm as 
thiags.

“I don’t  know .” said be, dropping 
down by th e  ta b le  and liid iag  his face 
in his hands. “I  don’t  know, I  am  sure.
I t  will kin h e r if  you te ll her.”

"W hat m ad e  you ta k e  them ?” I 
asked. 1 

"B ecause he’s  got so m uch he doesn’t  
know w h a t to  do w ith It,” said W inter. 
"80  I took them  all easy like and  
thought i t  w ould blow over In a few  
days. You see, we have so m any ba­
bies In o u r  fam ily,” he added, " th a t 
there w asn ’t  m uch left th is  year fo r 
Christm as, an d  the children have been 
talking a b o u t It every day for the  la s t 
three m onths. I t  broke my heart to  
think I 'd  h av e  to  disappoint them , so I 
did the b e s t 1  could for them .”

"You w a tc h ed  the  house all n ight fo r 
the colonel, d id  you?”

"Yes, ex cep t fo r about an  hour; long 
enough to  s lip  over here w ith  an  a rm ­
ful.”

"Well, w h a t are  you going to  do 
about It?”

"God know s; I don’t,” he repeated. 
“I t  w in k in  h er If you tell her.”

"Do you w a n t me to  a rre s t you to ­
night, or w in  A’ou w ait until m orning?” 

"C hristm as day!” he exclaim ed, 
breaking dow n and beginning to  cry 
like a  baby . "I  know I ’m a w retch. 
Only k in  m e—do anything; bu t don’t 
tell her.”

I t  m ight h av e  been th a t  th e  sp irit o f 
C hristm as w as  In the air. P erhaps 
the th o u g h t o f those six little children 
and th a t sw ee t faced w ife had  a 
stronger Influence than  they should 
have had over a  detective’s heart. B u t 
I said to  him , "Well, bundle up th e  
things an d  com e along w ith  mo, and  
we’ll see w h a t we can do about It.”

We looked like tw o Santa C lauses 
ourselves a s  we slipped along the 
streets, choosing bylanes aud  cross 
paths to  th e  Payne residence.

We got lu to  the  tr iangu lar law n by a  
rear p a th  a n d  stole softly  up to  th e  
house. T h e re  w as the dining room 
brlUiautly lighted  and In the  m iddle 
stood a tre e  all bare and  w aiting  for 
gifts, ju s t  a s  I told the colonel to  a r ­
range It.

There w a s  no one In tb e  room, and  
after I bod pried  up tbe sash w c sto le  
In together There w as only Ju it tim e 
to  drop o u r packages on the  floor a t tb e  
foot of tb e  tre e  and to rush n \fny again  
before th e  colonel’s dnugbter cam e In.

"Oh, p ap a ."  she cried, "here ora 
some iireseiits io r  us."

But 1 hea rd  no more ju s t then, for 1 
was busy helping i>oor W inter get 
away. An hour later I nnig  tbe 
colonel’s fro n t door l«ll. Ho opened 
the door iilm self.

"Come rig h t In,” sold he. "1 guess 
you are a wixurd tonight. Ju s t a f te r  
we got tb e  (!b rl8tmns tree set up and  
while w e w ere upstairs getting our 
presents to g e th er to hang on tbe tree 
the thief cam e back and left the  C hrist 
mas p resen ts."  •

"E very th ing  there?" 1 asked. 
"K very th lug ," sold he. "down to  th e  

last teosiHxm. Wc have counted them  
a l l  Poor fe llow ,'he  m ust have had a 
guilty coiiacience, and wlieii It com a 
ChrlatmiiM ev# he squared It with him  
self by le n d in g  laick all he bad ito len .” 

".Strange!" said I.
"Very s tran g e ,” said the colonel. " I ’d 

like. If I knew  who Ibe tlilef woa. to 
WMul litiu iMiineihliig for a t ’b rls ttu a i 
prew nt. ju s t  as a rew nni for his con 
scleiiH*. .X» It Is I ti'ik you, th 'tecllve, 
not to look iilm up. He li:i« evidently 
lurneil over 11 new loaf titis C b rls lm si 
eve."

"K videiitly ,” said I.
"Now. detective." said the colonel, "1 

am going to ask you to stay w ith ua 
over C lirlstiim s am! enjoy n tdce bell 
day And »o tha t we can all have on 
extra | |p e  day  I am going to send one 
of the Itoys over to W inter’s bouse 
tonlgbt v .ith  theee th ings so th a t ho 
can have a m erry C hristm as as well ua 
the rest o f in ," -M ln n c ap o lli T ribune

GOODS AT COST!!!
As I am going oat of business, I  will, 
for the next lew weeks ofier all my  ̂
stock of , *

Dry Goods, Notions, 5hoes, Hats, &c.
AT COST

For Cash, Also a lot of Staple Groceries that will be sold at rednced 
prices. This is a chance for bargains if you come before the goods are 
gone. ’I^-NO MORE GOODS SOLO ON CRED IT.-«|

’ All parties indebted to me are reqnvsted to settle at once. All 
accounts not settled by Jan. 1st will be placed in bauds of an attotuey.

J. s. EDWARDS
AT TUCKER’S STORE. NEAR GREENVILLE.

H a r r i n g t o n ,  
Barber  & Go.

ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR

S H N T K  C L H U S .
Everything you want In 
Confectioneries. Also Toys 
and Fireworks. Come to 
see us. We will be pleased' 
to serve you at prices as  
low as the lowest.

Yours to please,
HARRINGTON, BARBER & CO. 

.Winterville, N. C. g

H a v e  T o n F o r e o t !

THAT I  AM STILL OABRTINQ AN 
BP-TO DATE LINE OPWhat ?

Dry Goods, Dress Goods, Shoes 
Hats, Shirts, Pants, Hardware
Tinware ^  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g

’  W HICH I  am  u ñ a r l e  TO MENTION

Come to see me for your next Barrel of Plonr or Pork. 
Yours to please*

J a s .  B .  W b l t e .

HEAPNE & CO.
Groceries, Provisions, Country Produce, 

Fruits, Candies, Tobacco and Cigars.

Agents for Wilbur's Horse, Cattle and Poultry Food.

Fruit Jars. A d o lla r  sp e n t w ith  us gets ft 
do llftr’s w orth  of aatiafac- 
tlon  every  tim e. If it  doesn ’t

fo r YOU b rin g  b ic k  th e  stu ff ftnd get yo u r d o lla r .

Santa Claus
Ü ÍJíá ií.’t.r Confectioneries & Fratts

J O H N Í t O N B R '  s
They have a full supply of everything in this line 
for the little folks and the large ones, too. The 
largest asBortment of Candles In town Nuts, 
Raisins, Cakes, Apples, Oranges, Dates, Bananas.
Pigs, &o.

They also have everything nice in the way of 
fixings for yourOhristMaa dinner—Canned Goods,
Jellies, Pickles, Cranberries, Prunes, tbe best of 
Flour, the finest Butter, in fact anything usually 
found in a first class grocery. You only have to 
call or ring phone 120 and your wants will be 
promptly supplied.

JOHNSTON BROS.
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T.V . '■ • '-

If Uncle Sam i

FALL IN LINE!!
For we are on our way to

Shclburn’s

V

-i.
|1 ’i \

There is no other 
place like it.

There you get all your wants 
supplied, no matter how large or 
small. Come early and avoid the 
rush

Ed. 1 SMum,
5 7Í '...-’o

 ̂ / • V  ̂  ̂ j

THE TOY MAN.

Lived in Greenville he would Im' .sure 
to patronize the Greenville Steam 
Laundry. Whyj^ ÍBeiíause they turn 
out onl V the be.st work. Try them and 
get the best.

Reasons
miglit' be given why you should 

§ ' come to  us for your

Christmas Goods.
The main reason is that we 
have just what the good house­
keeper wants and our prices 
are right.

We have all the leading 
breakfast cereals—Oat Meal, 
Farce, Grape Nuts, Malta 
V’’ita,- Buckwheat in 6c. b^ck- 
ages, Condensed Milk in 6c. 
cans that is the equal of the 
finest to be had.

Seeded Raisins, Currants, 
Citrons and all such things 
needed for cake making.

«

Fruits and Confections
of almost every kind you can 
mention. Come and see what 
a nice line w'e have and learn 
the prices, and we will be sure 
to get your order for Christ­
mas

w. H.
aughinghouse

AND SON.

Itf . ■' r X-Xi * V

BOWEN.
Special offerings in every department of our store.

The season is well under way and the weather has been too mild. Our stock is larger than it 
should be, and to relieve this we are offering special inducements in the substantial form of clip­
ping off a nice pw tion of the selling price. Remember oiir guarante e ~ if  for any reason your pur­
chase don’t  suit, we cheerfully refund your money.

86-lnoh TftfTeta Silk, every yard 
goaraoteed. Yon can't get any- 
thing better in silk, U4> |  0 5
matter what the price *

22-ÍDch Taffeta Silk. We are 
making a leader of this, and want 
you to compare it with other I I .00 
silks; you will find it as 7 5 c
good and the price oniy ■

II yard wide Hegvy 8'drtÍDg,all 
. wool, in tan,oxford and light gray; 
we have the very best that | A A  
can be hail to sell at ■ • w

Ladles’ Kid Gloves,black,white, 
tan, mode, gray, in ftict all shades. 
We take special pains in selecting 
t h ^  and give, yon great |  A A  
valneein every pair at

fiidncb all linen full bleacheil 
Table Taoiask, fine and heavy aud 
heavy and fnlly worth C A|« 
76 cenU, óar price

Ladies Vest, fnll size, all seams 
covered; they are the very OC/% 
hfit to be had at

Ladies Wool W hitt Vests, fine 
and soft: if you are looking for 
M m .thi«gK ood..d (^ ^ 5  p gj^
cheap it is here at

One lot of Ladies’ fast 
Hose, seamless, that sold * 
fur 1^ ,; pur price now

Boys’ Fleece-Lined Undershirts, 
all eises, don’t fail to 
see the^e at

black

lOc.

Infante’ Woolen Shirts from 25c. 
to 60c.

Men’s extra heavy Fleece Lined 
Undershirts, gray, bine and cream 
at*45c. a piece. See them before 
buying.

One lot Linen Collars to close 
out; former price, 10 
and 16 cents; now

One lot of Ladies Button Shoes, 
prices from 1 gO to A ^ r  n a ir  
1 60;t« close out at V ^ C . p a ir

One lot of Men’s Top Shirts, 
some worth 76 aud some 60 cents; 
just an Olid lot and roust Cf» 
be sold. The price is

We have the nicest line iff Tjív- 
ilies’ and Men’s Shoes to be found 
anywhere. Our 1.50 shoe is made 
of high grade dougola and is guar­
anteed to be the l>est for the price 
that can be had.

Our 2.00 aud 2 50Shoes can’t be 
beaten anywhere. He sure to see 
opr Shoes before yon buy.

U)t of Children’s and* Misses’
Button Slioes, worth |  A  A
1.60; to close out I •1 /1 /

Our line of Children’s Shoes is 
attractive aud of the latest d es igns 
prioes are right.

Hats. A big line of men’s and 
boys’ hats in all the latest shapes. 
Prices that will suit you.

CENTRAL BAKURR SUOr.
M ve mores mr Barber Shop u> the 

ibop In front of Munford't sew blf 
atore, here  alao aaaootated with m» 

Jnliaa Fleming, who has been working wit 
me for •  long time. We hare fitted op for th 
handaomea abop in tbe town, and offer th 
pnblio the best aerrloe erer offered here. W 
appreciate highly the liberal patronage w« har 
reoelred in the paat. We oordlally inrite ai 
of our past ouatomera and all ethera wi»o de 
tire flrtt-olau aerrioe to oome to aee ua In on 
■ew abop. We Intend to pleaae rou and w1 > 
do so rMardISM ef expense or la W . We ar« 
ready a t all times to aooommodate rou with 
first-olasa share  or hair cat,

IDMUMDS A rLSVINO  
ppo tllV in fo f’a Big Sto-s

NOTICE.

All persons who are indebted to the 
Pitt county Buggy Company are re­
quested to come forward and settle at 
once and save cost of collection.

EDW aUDS & COBB.

Notice.
There will soon liea cbunge in 

tbe firm of the John Flttnagan 
Buggy Co., and all persons inileb 
ted to ue are requested to settle at 
once. By so doing you will save 
us trouble and yourself cost.

R. Gkernr.
0 .  Ho o k e r .

Sept 20, 1902.

STRAY TAKEN UP.

A black yearling has been with my 
stock sluw  the first of May, last. The 
yearling is marked with two slits in 
right ea r and swallow fork in left. 
Tips of horns white and some white In 
tatl. Owner is notified to call f'*r 
same and pay exiMUises Incilrred.

ABRAM JOHNSON,
At the M arion Johnson place, .1 miles

from Gn’̂ 'nvUli'. north side of river.

NOTICE.

Notice Is hcrt'by given Uiat I will 
make applicatio i iM’forv the Hoard of 
( ’ounty Commissioners, at their iie*et, 
lug on first Monday In Januar.v, 1UU3- 
for licenses to retail liquor at Cobb's 
store, in Beaver Dam township.

E. R. STICK LAND.
This Nov. 2Uth, lMd2.

\\ hen It comes to waltzing the 
awkard muii gets there with both 
feet.

If you feel ill and need a pill 
Why not purchaMe tbe beatf 
DeVVfU’e Early Uüu'ra 
Are little HUrprleeri,
Take one—they do (he rcat.
W. F. Howell, II0U8Í011, Tex., 

w rltea -1 have used Little Early 
Hiaer Pilla iu iby ftiiuily for con- 
stipation, aick headache, etc. To 
I heir use I am indebted for the 
health of niy family.

A aii'k man ia alwaya ui favoi of 
u constItiitioinil aiucndmerit.

A TROPICAL 
CHRISTMAS

How tihe Day of Days Is Cele­
brated In Jamaica

CniUSTMAS with the mercury 
at 1)5 degrees In the shade and 
soaring away out of sight 
when exposed in the open! 

The burning, almost boiling, rays of 
the sun iMni verilcally down from a 
dei‘p blue dome of sky that is uiittecked 
by a single lilui of cloud, and reflect 
back Avith addinl Intenslt.v of sufTerlng 
heat from the parched, baked aud 
craek»Hl earth and from the surface of 
a sea that shimmers like molten lead. 
Christmas In a land of perpetual sum 
mer, and u hot wai*e at that, where a 
Uueu suit fetds like a bufiulo robe and 
the mere thought of a blazing Yule 
log almost induces an attack of fever! 
The calendar may Insist that it Is the 
25th of Decemlw, but to a stranger 
from the north, sa.vs a newspaper cor 
respoudeut from Kingston, Jamaica, t« 
whom the word *‘Christmas” has a 
Jingle of sleighbells and the sharp, 
keeu rlug of skate blades on the icc, 
there is no real Christmas in the 
strange countries of the tropics.

Id Kiugston, the capital of Jamaica, 
the prei)sratlou8 for Christmas begin 
several weeks before the event. The 
shopkeeiAcrs lay In extra supplies and 
provide'* special attractions, pretty 
much after the manner of the New 
York stores. Among other things they 
import large quantities of sweetlueats 
and candies from I.oudon, New York 
and Paris, including chocolate creams 
aud other confectionery which New 
Yorkers are accustomed to getting 
“fresh every hour.” In Jamaica you 
are reasonably sure of getting these 
delicacies fresh every Christmas. 
CliocxAlate grow’s In great abundance 
all over the island, hut it must go to 
Londou or Paris or New York to be 
manufactured Into candy, or even Into 
the preparations for breakfast bever­
ages. That Is one of the cx¡)eiisíve 
peeullaritles of the country. The 
Christmas market is the great feature 
of the day, aud almost the prlacliml 
event of the year in a certain sense. 
Everybody goes to market on Christ­
mas day, and betwqgn the hours of 0 
and 0 iu the morning ail the fn.shiori 
and beauty of tlie Island’s capital are on 
dress parade through Victoria market.

The stalls in the market arc gayly 
decorated with flags, bunting, palm 
brunches, colored paper, tinsel and an

i| SORROWS OF SAÍ1TA

ICHANCED into Santa Claus' home one 
day,

And these are the words I heard him 
■ay:

"Ah, me, the times, the manners, the ment 
I t  used to be all so different when

"I was a young man in the long ago 
And sped with my reindeer over the snow,

"Then every home In every land 
Qave unto me always a welcome hand,

"And chimneys then In the days gone by 
Were not oversmall and not overhlgh,

**And the stockings they used were the old 
fashioned kind.

All hung in-a row and so easy to And.

"Then the gifts were so simple and all in 
good taste,

From the gingerbread man to tha doll 
made of paste, t

i’But now it's  so different Helgho, hear 
me sigh!

1 mourn for the days in the Land of 
Goneby.

"For now I ’m kept busy from early till 
late

In my earnest endeavors to be up to datA

"I've trimmed my old beard in the new 
Vandyke style,

And instead of a laugh I’ve a  slmperinf 
smile.

'YVK CEAWCI) t o  w e a r  a l l  my o l d
FASHIONED CLOTHES."

*Tes. I've ceased to wear all my old faah- 
loncd clothes.

And I've got on long shoes with the sharp 
pointed toes,

"And my reindeer and robes and my beau­
tiful sleigh 

With my gingerbread presenta ara all lai 
awuy.

For I ride nowadays on a bicycle swift 
And I’m puzzled to know what to bring 

for a  gift

"To the girls fln de slecle, and as for the 
boys,

They’ve no uso a t all for ray old fashioned 
toys. *

"And the houses have changed. In thoat 
things called a fiat 

I'm  kept busy guessing Just where I am 
a t

"Excuse me now, please. If I speak v try
low;

I’ve come to tny last and my cruelest
blow.

‘Tis the worst, though what I have told 
you is bad;

My wife has acquired the new woman 
fad!"

And those were the words I heard him 
say

When I chanced in Santa Claus’ home 
one day.

-D etro it Newa-Trlbune

H en’s and Boys’ Clothing:.
!i*vo a^viru strongs line and in order (o close the entire Htoek of Clothing out wt̂  are offer-' ,

In^  i t  fft S f  cefit. W w  than former pricfls, afl we are going out of tiu‘ Glotiiing bii.MiiieHii. , tp/^íeUi-r * 6
h aré  always endeavored to sell th« beat gtnrls, riitlier than theeln'a¡H*Mi I«u’t if  worilil wh,:,p fh¡,i, ‘ep¡,p

l l i e v
iiiiy

 ................  KcflcHor,” an«l
a great deal to ^ o w  thut whatever you buy here will l>e sold to you for just whal If real I v ini tor a ivttiiVr “ liHvaua «-rtMik” jum 
TRafi|8 * W l l l f  of we are, and that is the kind of store we are keeping. Come to see us Umtls the proe»-KN¡ou. Tlw^v Iiramb’̂
and exam ine our stock. ' '  fuuud ouly at RelUH-tor Book Sturt

a native d u d e  in  holiday  duess.

•bumluiiCc of flowers. A brass band 
occupies a proiulueut |>usitiuii in tU« 
market building tind dlHcuurses music 
of great vulumc and variety and more 
or less meludy. After tbs crowds fair­
ly take posNessiuii of the luuiket tbe 
tMTformauee of the baud appears to be 
mostly lauituiiiltulc, for uutUing made 
by tbe baud of mu 11 can for a momeut 
compete iu noise pOHliiclug capacity 
with the nvei'tige lumuleuu negro.

The West Imliuu negro’s great weak- 
Dess Is a love of gay nppiirel, next Is t  
pretllleetloii for reremoniotuness, and 
the imuit prominent ufllleUou Is garnil 
ity. In the crowd that surges past on# 
through the market and the lurruund- 
lug streets may be seen every variety 
of nppfircl kuuwii to civilized and uii- 
clvlllxed mail. The country people 
Wear little or iMithIng, (hi^eoolies us 
little MS nothing, but the luwn le-gru 
wears everjUjIng he nr hIh’ <un put 
on, without .iny regard whalev<M tu Ihe 
tiiinntir eoi.dltluns They' lake (lo'tr 
notions from llie English fa'^liluu p.i 
peri and hmvv wo di'ti « |<iiliiitg Is all 
the styhs 1 lie wilier Inis even *>een 
|eul»^us Worn In KlncMtuu on n day 
when Ihe tlurinonietei i«ai«teieU nu 
degi**, n III fhe siitoh H* i« |m a wtylihli 

ddlt I (i|.iii-i| aeutteinan ui-ai ing loud 
ch' ( t, trousers, patent le.iiln r »hoe# n 
striped daitiiej sliirt of ihiee lolors, n 
erliosiin tiiol hi.ok hash untund his 
waist a hhie Liiullsh ei lel.i'tlng euji on 
his liv.id In his- itaud ie- eaiiien an 
Imniense (am. while «(lewed Into Ids 
h'fl eye Is 11 elrenl.il p'er,* of larfeetly 
plain sias)< ihroueh wloeh he alares 
Htoii ly on llie throiis Sol louK if .£ • 
the single ey * alass heiii;ue mu v popu 
lar Mimmg Kh , '.um -oeM-iv dark les. 
Uni tlit'.v cwsil'l i,<i y I aluiiu wiilt Ihe 
ghiĤ oM that I. .U'|il!l> d hi ouoe etihr 
pl̂ li»inu liieK h.ilil imi ‘¡ ' 'o  ,1 lot of ell 
calar eí -u- . , uf pi ,,;! tila.-. ¡.
and all lia' dmle» uoie them happily 
tuU Idloth.ailN

AN ODD BELGIAN CUSTOM,

A P le tw reaq ae  P ro cesslo a  o a  C h ris t-  
nans Bve.

In some olef Belgian towns a beau­
tiful siK'ctaclc! may be seen on Christ- 
Bias eve. Amid the sound of drum. 
eoriKd, cymbal and a whole orchestra 
of luHtruinentK, with the chanting of 
farols, a long, gayly docked procession 
marches tlirough the principal streets— 
children of all ages, each division 
dressed In Its sp*?clal color (white, blue, 
pink or yellow), and all bearing loms 
badge or emblem or grasping some 
bright ribbon attaolnnl to shrine or 
cruelllx. The effect df grouping ond 
Color Is very artistic. Hero and there 
In the throng older, stronger bands 
bear aloft pnudous relies, upon which 
the speiiators reverently gaze. Many 
novel feiiturt'S rome Into view as the 
proeesHluii passes nioug, but tlie pret­
tiest Night Is the train of imsutlful chil­
dren III fastastlc dress tuarchlng over 
the (lower strewn iMivemeiit, each 
small person gravely absorbed In the 
special part it performs. — Pittsburg 
Dlspateli.

CANDLESTICKS AS GIFTS.
Aatlqiif  TrrnanrvM W h l r h  May 

Koduil In Jnnks ho ps .
Cnndlf^tlcka are de<’orntlve, utllltarl- 

•ti and tlioronghly gcHKl form. What, 
then, could ho more aceeptable for 
(.'hrlNtnffts «dfts?

A iHilr of highly pollsbinl brass can­
dlesticks give an nir of distinction to 
even the huinldest surroimdlngt. Their 
pollnh relh-ft'* the thrift of the house­
keeper. and their preseiiee denotes her 
f«M)d limte.

'Urn genuine sntlque eaudhstieks, 
with their quulid. simple outlines, are 
prefenihir 1 0  the nmie modern uffulrs 
that are apt lo 11* a irille tmj ornste 
for lenity goul cfTeet. The eandlestlcki 
miiy often he Uiught In Jiinksbops for 
Iheir giK A ^̂ »-)̂ .'ld. ami nni'iy heuuflful
ipseoiiee i. iM* heeii pli’ked up 111 tblf
Ray hy ih. .1 ..i  eitd liulu*<trloas ool- 
ivvUu .New \u il, .luutiuil.



CHRI STMAS
Will soon be here. The usual prdblem con­
fronts you—same old trouble as last year. 
“ It’s^hardto find things to give m tn.”  
If you find it so a visit here will help you 
to decide and afford you relief. Our store 
is full of articles for a man’s Christmas. 
Run your eyes down this list—you will cer­
tainly strike something he would .be de- 
ligñted to have.

Overcoat Gloves Night Robe Shirts Hosiery 
Muffler Raincoat Shirt Protector Hand­

kerchiefs Suit Neckwear, Sus-, 
penders Collars Cuffs 

Cap Umbrella 
White Vest

m
When Christmas Shopping we would be 
pleased to have you come here with your 
troubles and we’ll fix “ him” out.

FRANK WILSON,
. The King Clothier.

n

Ncek
Talk

Styles arc variable, but the well- 
dressed man must keep up with 

them. When you are in doubt 

as to just the proper thing, you 

cannot do better than consult the fashions displayed at our store. 

Neckwear is a small item, but as important as any part of a gentle­
man’s wardrwbe. A shipment of 42 dozen ties is just in, including 

the very latest in materials and make-up. A selection from this 

lot insures the satisfaction one gets from up-to-date goods.

SHORT LOCAL ITEMS
Snip 5hots at Home News Put 
in Few Words for Busy Readers

* Nice oysterft at Old Joe Forbea.
If its groceries you’d better try 

BearDc& Oo.
When you want groceiies go to 

Jeflse Starkeys.
See the “ Whistling'^Boy” at 

Wooten’s Drug Store.
Drink Digestinefor yonr stomach 

sake, at all fountains.
Xmas cards, calendars and book- 

leto at Mrs. Higgs,’
Wedding and Christmas presente 

of all kinds at E. E. Griffin’s.
You should see the display of 

china, bisque ware, and brie a brae 
at Mrs. Higgs.’

For the best groceries at rea^ n - 
able prices visit W. H. Laughing- 
house & Son.

Onyx and other beautiful clocks, 
very thing for Chrismas presents, 
at E. E. Griffin’s.

Anything you want to eat, chew 
or smoke at Hearn & Co, and toys 
for Santa Clans.

If yon want a nice Bible for a 
Christmas present you can find it 
at Reflector Book Store.

Something nice for Christmas 
presents are the handsome watches 
and rings at E. E. Griffin’s.

Compare .prices on Christmas 
presents at other places, then go 
to E. E. Griffin’s and he will be 
sure to sell you. . ,

Fruits, nuts, raisins, candies, 
toys, wagons, gnus, dolls, and 
other Xmas specialties cheap at 
Samuel M. ShulU’s.

Prettiest line of silverware^ ever 
shown in Greenville, elegant selec­
tions for Christmas and wetidiug 
presents, a{ E. E* Griffin’s

(\>meto Washington for your 
dressed lumber. Our plaining 
mill at west end of Second street. 

T. Elw'ood Comly & Co.
A Parker Fountain Pen makes 

an ideal Christmas present. The> 
are the best make and sold with a 
guarantee. Nice lot to select from 
at Reflector Book Store.

Boarders Wanted—I will lie pre­
pared to take a few boarders, 
l>eginning Jan. 1st, at my residence 
on Dickinson avenue. Apply at 
once Mhs. M. IU umiss.

Confidential—Any young m^n 
or young lady wanting to make a 
special order for a Christmas prea- 
eut should see E. K. Grifliu In the 
next few days. Don’t wait too 
late.

You will l>f please<l with every 
purchase you. make of W. H, 
Ijaughlughouse A Hon. Their 
usual stfX'A of staple and fancy 
groceries has receivnl sihm'IhI 
additions for the Xrnns trade

Th« W a a l h t r .
For North t'arollna:

Fair tonight aud Friday.

CS. FORBES
*  ■

Dealer in Satisfaction. A large 
stock always on hand.

B. L. DAVIB, PHEBIDXin

Just one week and its here 
--Christmas.

Finest Nuts and Raisins at 
Johnston Bros.

25 boxes line Florida Oranges 
at Johnston Bro.

Miss Lina Sheppard’s music 
class will giye a “ Message of the 
Season” at her music room Friday 
night. Patrons cordially invited.

“ Lady Fingers” and “ Nigger 
Toes” at Jonston Bros.

Ed. H. Shelbnrn, the toy man 
invites yon to fall in line with the 
procession to his store and see the 
big stock ot toys and Christmas 
gcwds; see advestisment.

Get yonr boy a wagon for Christ 
mas; all sizes at Johnston Bros.

Xmas presents galore in a nice 
line of jewelryjuBt receivedat Mrs. 
Higgs.’ Engraving on purchases 
without extra cost. Anything de 
sired not in stock can be had by 
order in 2 or 3 days.

See Johnston Bros, advestisment 
on páge 6, before yon make yonr 
Christmas purchases.

We send tbit 8 page paper today 
to all our semi-weekly sabscribers 
so as to give them the benefit of 
the Christmas reading. This will 
take the place of the semi-weekly 
issue for tomorrow.

Everything nice to go in your 
Christmas cake, at Johnston Bros.

For amuuitiou for your Xmas 
shooting go 10 J. B. Corey,the har­
ness man.

The tobacco market -closes 
tomorrow, 19th for the holidays 
aud will open again Jan. 5th.

For anything in hardware, see 
J. R. Corey, the harness man.

An effort to meet the special re 
([uirements of the holiday trade 
has resulted in many inducemeuta 
to the prospective customer at the 
Misses Erwins.

P ec’anb—Parties wishing to buy 
some of these fine home grown 
IHicau nuts will leave the ir order 
with L. H. Pender.

A glass or two of water taken 
half an hour before breakfast wilt 
usually keep tne bowels regular. 
Harsh cathartics should be avoid­
ed* Wheu a purgative is needed, 
take Chau berlain’s Stomach aud 
Liver Tablets. They are mild aud 
gentle in their action. For sale 
by Wooten’s Drug Store, Green 
villc, Farmville Pharmacy, Farm- 
ville.

Many smokers are saying they 
get no Ivetier 5 cent cigar any­
where than “The Reflector,” and 
for a twofer “ Havana Crook” Just 
leads I hs proceaaion. These brands 
found ooly at Reflector Book Store

We have just opened the pretti­
est and most useful line of goods in 
silver, china, pictnree &c that we 
have ever shown, ace them before 
they are pickeil over.

Wiaden’s Drug Store.

All are conlially invited to ex- 
iiinlne Mra. Higgs’ holiday display. 
HcMurc to niUI before making your 
XinaH purchases. Store 0|>en f# 
night.

B. A. Tybon, Vice-Preeident, J . L. L it t le ,  Cashier

Bank Greenville,
' statement of The Bank of Greenville, Greenville, N. C., at the 

dose of business Sept. 15th, 1902, cendensed from report to North 
Oarolina Corporation Commission.

Liabilities:Besonrces:

Loans and Discounts $164,566.29
Overdrafts 9,576.14
Fnrnitnre A Fixtures 2,093.85
Due from Banks and 

Bankers 126,939.23.
Gash Items 6,201.76
Gash'in Bank 26,240.41

$335,617.68

Capital Stock paid in $25,000.00 
Surplus, 15,000.00
Undivided Profits less

Expenses Paid 
Deposits

3,814.81
291,802.87

$335,617.68

Careful attention given to all bnsiness entrusted to us.

TdQESTINE 15 A WINNER.
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Givers of t 
Christinas Gifts

Can solve the vexing problem of , 
“ what to give” by visiting out 
popular drug store. We have 
made an especial effort this sea­
son to provide for yoiir Christmas 
wants in the way of presents, nov­
elties, etc. Bear in mind, we sell 
no trash. Every article that we 
offer you is flrst-olass—we don’t 
handle any other kind. Onr stock

Grade. JEWELRY
it  complete and rery  attractively 

0  priced. Oar line of

SOLID ‘ GOLD STICK PINS
is the finest for miles aroand. Star- 
ling silver and ebony mounted ToL 
let sets that are beauties—just the 
very thing for “ my lady’s bou- 

•* doir.” Perfumery of a high grade. 
Holiday Stationery tha t is ap­
proved by the cream of society,

'   ̂ Hundreds of beautiful and useful 
*

articles for holiday presents.
Merschaum and French Briar. > 

Pipes from famous makers. This 
is a present that will please almost  ̂
any man who uses tobacco.

We are agents for Nnnally’s 
t Candies.

Bryan and 
Nichols.
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At all fountains, 5 cents

Madam Amac.
The Celebrated Medium and 

Scientific Palmist, late of Norfolk, 
is now located in Greenville 
She reads life from cradle to grave 
with absolute correctness. Gives 
name and description of future 
husband or wife with date of mar­
riage. She gives valuable advice 
on love, courtship, law suits, di­
vorces, absent friends, speculation 
and ail affairs of life. Drnnken- 
ness and other evil habits perma­
nently cured by this gifted lady. 
All in trouble of any kind are 
specially invited to call.

Madame Amae may be seen for 
a few days at the Hunter House.

Battar Tliaa m PUatar.
' A piece ot flannel dampened 
with Chamberlain’s Pain Balm and 
bound on the affected parts, is 
better than a plaster for a lame 
back and for ^ n s  in the side or 
ohsst. Pain Balm has no superior 
as a liniment for the relief of deep 
seated, mnsonlar and 'rheumatic 
pains. For sale by Wooten’s Ding 
Store, Greenville, Fanfaville Pharm 
any, Farmville. /
PERSONAL f BOPERTY SALE.

On Tuesday, Dec. 30th, at the John 
Proctor Place, 3 mllea north of Green­
ville, 1 will sell at public auction to 
the highest bidder, several head of 
team, carts, wagons, farming utcnills, 
fodder, peas, several hogs and cattle, 
Ac. Tenna of sale cash.

MRS. LYDIA M. PROCTOR.

TONIQHTI
Opera .House.

Tail’s iialc
Continues on this week. Everybody 

wanting Cheap Goods invited to come.

Prices way down. Goods of every 

description carried in our two stores.

Best Line Fumitiirc in

Little Hary
Creighton

Vaudeville Co.
New Songs, W itty Say­
ings, Champion Dances, 
Funny Comedians . . . .

Eastern Carolina
BUCK’S STOVES-BEST ON EARTH. DRY GOODS 

10 TO 25  PERCENT. Less than regular price

Come and examine. Yours for business,

Come and Enjoy 
yourself.

Prices 35, 35 ,50 . Reserved 
seats on sale at usual 

A p lace .


