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- Rgview of Trade Condi-
~tions in Greenville.

Business u\the Best Busl;ess Téwn
in North Carolina for its Size
_Has Increased Rapi'dly.w

The question of progress appeals
to every individual, to every busi-
ness, and to.every community. He
is very careless of his own interests
who does not oecasionally consider
such a question from each of these
points of view,” The fact that
men frequently prosper under ad-
verse conditions may be conceded.
Connected with this fact is the one
that some individuals realize a cer-

_taln prosperity at the expense of
the community . It is plain, how-
ever, that the condition of the
business ' epterprises in a given
community seriously affects the
hhublﬂt citizen, as well us the
gmtest and the conditions that
prevail in th&oommnnity at large
reaches back' to institutions and
to the smallest tax-payer.

With these suggestions in mind
it seems appropriate at this season,

. Whemthe year’saccounts must be
rendered and preparations bqnn
forthe pew year’s business, to
offer at least a casaa! review of
Graenville's present condition, and

" to discover, if possible, an answer
to the question that introdaces tnis
artiole, This does not involve an
#normous task or the consideration
of a bewildering sumber of minute
details, 8till, the answers afforded
by observation in a general way
peed to be sdpplemented through
reference to certain responsible in-
dications.
© The first effort of the REFLEC-

- ¥OR was to secure a personal state-
&ent from the heads of the town’s

yarious enterprises,
¢ From the fact that these state-

_ments in reference to private bus-
‘lne- were given confidentially,
: my be seen that facts were secured
vhich otherwise would have been
+withheld. In those cases we may
give only the statement, and the
‘opinion exp:uud a8 to general
~conditions, without giviog the au-
‘thority. The manager of a mer-
huuo business of comparatively
‘yecent establishment judged the
: ;jncm in the volume of business
‘through his house for the current
year to be 65 per cent. over last
ear. A gentleman who has
'jn business here for a generat
alluded to an increase of 25 per
pent. over last year, and expressed
fon that the volume of
w for the town would show
p average of 25 w cent, increase
‘over last year.
- THE BEFLEOTOR is in po-uuion
f a very important indication

an entirely different source

1 statement of this con-
~oorn at the close of busivesy No-
ber 1; 1902, includes & com-

rntum of Gxeanvﬂle’

i”nohue i depotm of 122 per
cent,

‘mThe Bavk of Greenvxlle’s de-

its for8eptember, 1902, amount-

Nefed to $1,022,211,18; for October

$1,096,699.10; for mwen)ber $836,-
403.86; showing an average for
those three mo: ths of $985,104.71
per month. The estimate made by
one-of the bauk’s officials named

; thirty-three and a third per cent.

as the increase over last year’s
-{volume of businéss throuh this
, | bank,

'I‘here are muny more promising
recent
progress that would bear mention,
but these are deemed sufficient as
a bases for some intelligent con-

| ciusions,

The inferences to be drawn from
the foregoing may be safely left
with the reader. With the read-
er’s judgment may be left any
forecasts for the coming year. The
most successful business man and
the warmest admirer of Greenville
will probably admit that the town
from a business standpoint, will
bear eriticism, -He will say, trath-
fully in the opinivn of this writer,
that the town’s business is in need
of diversification. The case is not
very different from that of the far-
mer who places his sole depen-
dence in cotton and tobocco, to the
detriment of his smoke-house and
fodder-loft. This deficiengy can-
not be met in a day, buta consid-
eration of such a need is a ripe
topic for the true well-wishers of
the town and its magpificent back
country, The securing of city im-
provements, commensurate with
Greenville’s importance and the
demands of modern conditions,
seems to promise more in bringing
new industries to this community
than any other factor.

Reason Dawning.

"The Biblical Recorder believes,
that North Carolina is coming into
her own. It fiods the Btate
growing in @ thousand ways, and
mentions particularly the activity
of towns and cities and the educa-
tional movement, and it says:

Back of all is the industrial
movement. There is new life in
North Carolina because there is
new business, ' The mills bave
stirred the State from border to
border and to its very heart in the
back connty—not only cotton wille
but all maoner. of woodworking
establishments, Each of them
gives work to men who found it
hard to live in the country on
rented land; each brings new popu-
lation from the woods, where
t was mostly useless, and gives it
place and power for service; each
makes a new market for the farmer
and the merchant; each increases
the income of the State by multi-
plying upon the value of the raw
produet, both of men and material;
each brings new men ioto contact
with each other and intv the region

Wd px ogress.

“The mills have stirred the
State from border to border, and
to its very heart in the back coun-
try.” Yet the efforts of cool
thinkers to stem the ugitation
which would . check this stirring
of the State by the mills has only
recently led the Biblical Recorder
to blindfold its brain and nobridle
its tongue in unjustifiable vituper-

Y€ | ation of them, But it is bein-
%] ing to see the light.—Manufact-

We have a ton of best candies, |
to be distributed among our custo-
mers, Jolutou Bros.

F“Yo.m afford to miss seeing
the rich display of velvets ribbons
and ostrich goods at the Misses
Erwin's, i
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For poektt and table cutlery,
sash, doon, nd Nlndl, glass, gar-
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RISE AND FALL
OF TOBACCO.

Some Facts and Figures
About the Product.

PAST AND. PRESENT PRICES.

™

i J(;yner Again Writes Upon
this Subject for the
Daily Reflector.

(By O. L. JOYNER.)

I bave written so much about
the growth and development of the
tobaceo iudustry of eastern North
Carolina and Greenville as a mar-
ket that it is well nigh impossible
for me to say anythiog that will
not in some way be a repetition
of what has dlready been written.,
Yet,when asked to write something
concerning the statistical growth
of this market, by you, Mr. Editor,
who did so much in the early ‘ays,
when we were beset by minions of
the market at home and abroad,
I feel that should I refuse or plead
that the tale has already been told,
that I would, to this extent, be
guilty of ingratitude avd betwixt
the two in the height of my obliga
tion to my fellow man Ishould pre-
fer to be charged with the larceny
of a sheep if I were innocent of the
charge, and sure it could not be
proved on me.

In 1885, only severteen years
ago, there was not a pound of to-
bacco grown for market iu all the
territory lying east of the main line
ofthe W. & W. R. R. The pro-
duction of bright tobocco at this
time was coufined exclusively to a
small area in central North Caro-
lina and Virginia. Its culture be-
gan to spread eastward about 1884,
and soon nearly all the eastern
counties began growing it. In 1891
the first warehouse was built in
Greenville. That year only about
two hundred thousand pounds
were sold, The next year another
warehouse was added and more
prize houses went up and a little
over a million pounds were sold.
It might be well to add here that
the average price of the totul sales
the first year was a fraction over
12 cents a pound, the next year the
price declined a little and the aver-
age was about 11 cents. Thus
from year to year the sales in-
creased and the price decreased nn-

til 1897, when the market sold

something over twelve million and
the average price per pound was,
that year, not quite seveu (/) cents,
The following year something ove:

thirteen million pounds were sold
and the price fell still lower by
about a quarter of a cent a pound.

Farmers had hoped that the
price would go up, but their hopes
were in vain, 80 in 1809 the crop
was cut down and the market only
#old about eleven million pounds.
I'he price was only a little better,
but the 1900 crop was still cut
down, the market that year selling
only about nine million pounds,
whilo new the price began to very
perceptibly advance, the average
price that year being about nine
(9) cents, The 1901 crop was in-
creased something over the pre
vious year. The demand was
heavier, competition stronger, and
the whole crop made an average of
ten (10) cents a pound, Thus, en-
couraged by the delusive hope of
stronger competition, the 1902 crop
was increased much more than
and | suyove had any idea. ' The market

-
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tndendeat buyers in addttmn to
the Americap aud Imperial Com-
paniee.” For about two months
there was greater activity than we
had seen since the formation of the
American Tobacco Co. Common
tobacco advanced, sach stuff that
a few years ago sold for 2 cents
brought from 6 to 9 cents, while
the better goods sold correspond-
ingly well. I have neverteen such
a grand uniyersal good feeling
that existed on all sides. As one
man was heard to remark life was
worth having, and it was a pleas-
ure to do business.

This state of things was too good
to last. Tobacco soon began to go
down, down, down, until now we
are selling it about like it was sold
in 1896 and 1897. What the re
sult wiil be on the nextyear’s crop
no one can tell, but one thing sure,
there will be no increase in the
acreage over this year and I am of
the opinion that there will be a
very material reduction in acreage.
Farmers can make tobaceo for less
than from $45 to 860 anacre. That
is,the actual cost of growing a crop
will run from $45 to #60 an acre,
according to the number of pounds
made.

There is no question of doubt
about it, at present prices, the
farmer is the least paid of any man
that handles it, and he certainly
has the hardest time of any. With
tobacco selling at 10 cents a pound
and acrop of 900 pounds to the
acre, the average farmer can, by
working himself aud taking every
advantage in managing labor,
make rome mouey out of it. I do
not claim to be a professional far-
mer, but I do know the cost of pro-
ducing and marketing an acre of
tobaceo.

With labor more trifling, less
reliable, and higher than ever be-
fore in North Carolina, farmers, to
realize any sort of pay for i(beir
time, team and land should get
not less than owe hundred dollars
an acre for their tobacco. Less
than fhat amount means a subsis-
tence, not a living, and with that
assurance for every acre that each
individual farmer can cultivate or
manage to get labor to cultivate,
will meet in the ordinary causes
of an average litetime and grow
rich,

Pulliam Found Guilty.

Charlotte, N. C., December 16 .~
Lawrence Pulliman, late cashier of
the First National Bink of Ashe-
ville, N. C., was tonight found
guilty of embezzling $7,000 from
that iostitution some years ago.
He will be sentenced tomorrow,
when his counsel will likely
appeal to the United States court
of appeals at Richmond. Va. Pul-
liman has been on trial in the
United States district court here
for about a week,

Testing Alabama’s Constitution.

Montgomery, Ala., December
16.—~Jackson - W. Giles, colored,
today filed in the supreme court, a
petition for mandamus to compel
the state board of registration to
issue him a certificate and place
his name upon the list of qualified
voters, The suit is brought to test
the legality of the new constitution
of Alabama, Two suits of similar
character have been filed by Giles,
both of which were decided against
his contentions.

-~ A e

It looks like President Roosevelt
is going to give the Orum negro his
plum and will appoint him Colipec-
tor of customs at Charleston, re
gardless of the protest of white
citizens of that city, Maybe he
will do the same thing in reference
to Viek and keep him in the Wil
son pocloﬁlce.

A s g aq..-—--

Pnce. 25 Ccnts a Month
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ITHE FIOHTING
BOYS OF 60'S.

State Pensions to Heroes
Who Wore the Gray.

CHRISTMAS FOR VETERANS.

Old Soldiers and Widows of War-
riors Made Happy by the
State’s Largess.

R

Register of Deeds B Willlams
has received the checks for the
Confederate pensioners in this
county and now has them ready at
his office for distribution. The
checks came in good time for
Christmas and will make 'the re-
ciptents correspondingly happy.
The list for this county contains
two in the second class whe receive
$46 each, four in the third class
$35 each, eighty-one in the fourth
class $14.60 each, forty-one wid-
ows $14.50 each. * Below are the
names,

| Becond class—G 8 Johnson, Wil-
liam F Mills,

Third Class—Bryan Buck, Beun-
pett Dunn, W H Gurganus, John
F Parker,

Fourth class—William L Briley,
Jesse W Braxton, 8 H Brown,
James E Bullock, J H P Bryan,
Frank Bright, W H Buck, J H
Bibb, Abuer Boyd, Richard Craft,
Wyatt Clark, A J Corbett, John 8
Cannon, Ivey Corbett, C T Case,
Dempsey Corbetf, Lewis Cox, R A
Carney, William Caonon, Henry
Deal, Theophilus Deal, H W Dunn,
James Elks, T W Ellis, Lewis Ed-
wards, JQ Edwards, Amos G
Evans, Elias T Elks, A G ‘Fussell,
R B Fulford, E W Griffin, E A
Gladson, George Hiuson, McDon-
ald Horton, Taylor Harris, Mat-
thew Hart, Lewis Hudson, John
Hathaway, Joseph Ham, Cor-
nelins James, Guilford Jack-
son, John ¥ Jones, William Jer
rald, G W Jones, Robert Johuston,
William Letchworth, R M Lassi-
ter, Thowas E Little, J E Mayo,
Thomas Morgan, J I Matthews, I
A Morgan, G A Meeks, James A
Mayo. James Norville, Ashley
Norris, James D Pope, J R Pea-
den, Wiley Pierce, E 8 Phelps,
Richard E Pollard, J E Randolph,
Kobert Richmond, Lamb Summer-
ell, Jas E Beamster, Herring Skin-
ner, J L Thigpen, James D Tur-
vage, R M J Tuaton, Jesse Vin-
cent, Jackson Vandiford, Wm I
Whitehurst, Jas J Whichard,
James R Wren, Charles Williams,
Lemuel Warren, William R Wine,
Z B West, Algernon Whichard, A
8 Walker, Guilford Harris.

Widows—Florence Baker, Mary
Baker, Susan Branch, Rebecca
Beddard, Sallie Ann Bexley, Mary
Bowers, Millicent Corbett, Re-
becea Clark, Elizabeth COrawford,
Lotie Canpon, Martha Clark,
Dutrie Daitl, Jenvett Dudley,
Patsy Edwards, Emmalina A
Evaos, Letitia Fleming, Mary
Grizzard, C Horton, Margaret
Heath, Elizabeth Knpox, Winnie
Ann Lungley, Ohrischana Man.
ning, Belthanie Moye, Mary Moye,
3 M Manning, Rebecca Mears,
Sallie Ann Matthews, Louisa
Ouakley, "Mahala Powell, Louisa
Stocks, Luky Aun Smith, S8arah M
Stocks, Nancy SBtokes, Mary Jane
Smith, M A Bimpkins, Sarah J
Teel, Lyidia Tugwell, Eligabeth

Warren, Jane E Whitehurst,

opened with & large number of| Hat hmtyunddrbk Daguune.,l-neindlwuinwﬂsht, E. Manning,
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Same Expcrlcm Here. :
A subseriber to The Record for
years says he is annoyed by a
neighbor who insists on borrowing

that the said peighbor is not at all
considerate, but sometimes gets
hold of it before any member of his
family sees it; that in fact when he
is about ready toaccuse the carrier
boy of skipping him he thinks of
his neighbor and going over finds
he has~it. This i not exactly
highway robbery, but 1t is precious
pear to it, yet it is practiced in
many instances. We have at times
lost good subscribers on this very
account, for one does not care to be
rude té6 his uweighbor. Howeyer,
the thing to do isto warn soch
people kindly but firmly that they
are not going to submit to such im-
position. It is needless to say that
the borrower in this icstance could
buy the subscriber out roet and
branch and then have money to
burn. This is not astonishing at
all if he practices thesame thing in
all his dealings.—-Greensboro Re-
cord.

Law Breaker Roped In.

Tom Carney, colored, was in-
dicted by the grand jury about
eighteen months ago for carrying
concealed weapons. The efforts of
the officers to get hold of Tom have
been [rustrated until a tew days
ago, when he was arrested by the
Sheriff of Martin County at James
ville, Sheriff Harrington weunt
over and brought the negro to
Greenville, getting him to jail
Wednpesday. Tom had evaded the
officers by dodging to and fro
across county lines,

Indians on War Path.

Seattle, Wash, Dec. 16.—Much
excitement and apprehension pre-
vails at Whitehorse and various
points along the line of the new
government trail over the report
that a band of Hiuako Indians has
taken the warpath in the region
between the Little Samon and
Pretty rivers. A store is reported
to have been looted and burned.
the‘storekeeper killed and another
man fatally injured.

Major Cuthbert has been notified
and says if confirmation of the
news of the outbreak is received
he will leave here for BSelkirk
immediately with fifty men, It is
said that 150 to 200 Indians ave in
the hostile party.

Special bargains in millinery at
the Misses Erwin’s during the hol-
iday’s.

Somcthmg of a Scnppu

Charlotte Albritton had Sally
Bett Bavage before justice Rountree
Wednesday for assanlt, Both wo-
men ate colored, A feature of the
trial was the novel request Sally
Bett made of the justice. Rising
from her seat, and gesticulating
wildly, she said, ‘“Mr. Rountree
I ain’t gin dat nigger no whippin’
yit, Ng, sir, dat Iain’t, But you
Jjis turn us both out there in the
street, Mr. Rountree, an’ I’ll give
her a frailin’ sho pufl and pay you
$25 dollars for 1t,”

PFRSONAL NOTES

e

Mr, and Mrs, H. W, Whedbee
and Miss Jerusha Whedbee retur-
ned Wednesday evening from
Norfolk.

C. M. Jones returned from Goose
Nest Wednesday eveing and went
1up the road this morning.

Buck Forbes roturnod from
Washington Wednesday.

J. G, Bowung returned Wed-
nesday evening from Durham,

The Mary Creighton Vandevil'e
Company arrived by the morning
train,

- Mrs. J. P. Hilliard and son,
Raymond, left this morning to
visit relatives in Plymoth.

the o!ty.

his paper eyery evening, adding
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FOUND THE

IGHT was falling fast, and
the snow was piled high
against the outer walls of
the hovel where a poor mou- |
jik (peasant) named Kato-

ma lay dying in a little village in far- |
away Russia.. !

Katoma knew that he was going to
die. It was Christmas eve, but there
was no gladness in the season for him, J
His wife, whom he had loved very
dearly, was already gone. Ior three'
consecutive years now his crops had |
failed. A few weeks before the wolves
had devoured his last cow. Ifuhe had’
been entirely alone in the world he |
would have said to death, “Come; thou
art welcome!”

But there was one other, his boy
Ossip. The idea of death became ter-
rible when he thought of leaving his |
boy all alone with not a copeck to bless
himself with.

When 1 tell you that it takes 100
copecks to make a ruble and that a
ruble is less than 60 cents, you will
understand how dreadfully poor Ka-
toma was.

He could not die peacefully for think-
ing of Ossip's future. His dim eyes
turned fondly toward the pillow by his
gide, which the boy’s thick black hair
almost covered. Ossip lay motionless

in sleep. The sick man put one feeble |

hand upon his boy's smooth forehead
and silently commended him to heav-
en's care.

The house was very still. The hour
was late. Ossip's healthy, regular
breathing was the only audible sound.
If only kind heaven would raise up one
friend for his boy out of the millions
of good people this big world swarmed
with, Katoma felt that he Should not
mind how soon he was laid away un-
der the frozen sods.

While his hand rested on Ossip's
head and his heart was filled with
these anxious thoughts the door of the
hovel opened softly. The moujik
turned wondering eyes in that direc-
tion, and there, coming noiselessly to-
ward him across the beaten earthen
floor, was a tall woman with soft
brown eyes full of pitying tenderness.

She came close to the bed, on Ossip’s
gide of it, and, looking down upon the
sleeping child, she muttered:

“Perhaps this is the one at last.”

Katoma looked at her anxiously,

“Whence came you, good mother,
and what seek you?”
Across the sleeping boy she an-

swered softly:

“I have come for Ossip. They told
me in the village that thy days were
and I knew that Ossip
I will love and

numbered,
would need a friend.

“I HAVE COME FOR OSSIP."

care for him as though he were my

very own, [ am called Baboushka,

and I keep my promises.”

Then Katoma, the moujik, died hap-
py, for he knew that Baboushka was
i friend to all lttle childyren, and when
she gathered Ossip close Into her moth-
erly arme when the end came the child
ceased weeping for his dead father,

When Baboushka and Ossip were
well on their way to the old woman's
home, in the next village, they heard
n pitiful sound of weeping somewhere
on the tree shadowed side of the road.

The old woman stopped at the sound.

“We will go and see who I8 In trou-
ble, Osslp. Our eyes and ears should

. always be kept well opened so that ne
slgn of distress may eseape us.”

Guided by the sound, they ecame to
A stone where, walling and shivering
I’ the darkuess of the wintsr night,
they found a little girl searcely ns
Inrge as Ossip, who was not at all well
grown for his elght years,

Baboushikn knelt down by the child
and, gathering her cold little feet Into
A warm elasp, mutfered:

“Perhaps this is the child.”

CHRIST CHILD

Tien she sald aloud; “What fs thy

4 : oy

Copyright, 1908,
By Jeannette
H. Walworth

name, little one, and what doest thom
here alone in the bitter nighttime?”

At which the child’s tears flowed
afresh, and between her sobs she told
the kind, soft eyed woman how she
had been traveling with a great com-
pany of men and women who were
leaving their own village to segk a bet-
ter land across the seas—our OWR
blessed America, I make no doubt—
and how, when they had encamped for
the night, her aunt, who was the only
relative she had in the world, had sent
her into the woods to gather fagots to
put under their soup kettle, and how
she had wandered so far that she had

SHE TOOK THE CRIPPLED BOY IN HER AR2IS.

not been able to find her way back to
the camp, and how she feared the
wolves would devour her before any
one should come to look for her. Then
she told Baboushka that her name was
Vasalissa.

aboushka clasped the little wander-
er to her great motherly heart.

“That, indeed, the wolves shall not,
my dear little Vasalissa.” I cannot give
thee back to thy dhnt, for I know no
better than thou dost where this great
company of men and women rmay be
camping for the night. But thou shalt
go home with Ossip and me. Thou
shalt share our fire and our porridge,
and all that is mine thou shalt share
with Ossip. I can keep the wolves of
hunger and cold away, and If thy aunt
comes to claim thee she shall find thee
rosy and happy.”

Then Vasalissa quickly dried@ her
tears, and with bher hand clasped in
Baboushka's she trudged cheerfully
forward until they came to a tiny little
cottage set back from the road a short
distance., In its one window a lamp
was burning brightly.

The window and the lamp belonged
to Biboushka's cottage. She pushed
ite unlocked door open, and the chil
dren entered with her into a clean
swept, well warmed room.

A large chair was drawn close up to
the hearth. As Baboushka entered she
glanced eagerly at this chair, and again
she muttered uunder her breath:

“l had hoped he might have come
while 1 was out.”

“Good mother,” Ossip asked, “why
do you leave a lighted lamp in the win-
dow when you go away ?

“So that,” she answered, “should any
one go astray in the cold and the dark
he might find his way to my poor
cottage. And now let us see if the bean
broth has kept warm all this time. 1
made it before 1 left home in the early
morning hours so that if any wander-
ers found their way hither they might
not leave my roof hungered.”*

The bean broth had kept warm, She
bade Ossip throw a few more fagots
under the pot and set Vasalissa on a
stool In the warmest nook. Then she
brought three bowls, filled them with
the bean broth and put them on the
table. Over them she asked a blessing.

Before her own wooden spoon had
made two journeys from bowl to lip
she heard a timid knock at the door,
She ran quickly to answer it. A tall,
pale lad stood outside. In his arms he
carried a small mite of a boy, about
whose shoulders was wrapped a worn
aud soiled womnn's shawl,

The tall, pale lad looked into the fire
lighted room with longing eyes. Iis
teeth chattered with the cold as he
asked: " “Good mother, may we ask
shelter for the night? The cold bites
bitter hard, and my little brother Pe-
trusha is but a siekly eripple,”

Then  Bahoushka opened wide her
door with an eager hand and fast beat-
ing heart. Perhaps, at last, this was
the child, What she sald aloud was:

“Thut indeed thou mayest, But why
art Woun abroad on such a bitter night
with the little one?”

She took the crippled boy In her
strong, loving arme and carrled him

straight to the great chair in the chim-
ney corner. She rapped  her own
best shawl about him and chafed his
small, withered feet until they glowed
with warmth., The tall, pale lad
looked on gratefully,

“I am seeking an asylum for the lit-
tle one,” he said. “I have to work hard
to keep him and myself from want. A
rich merchant has promised me work,
but he says I must not bring Petrusha.
That he would take too much of my
time.” ;

“And where seek you an asylum for
him ?”

Baboushka looked pitifully at the
small, sad face of the cripple. The tall

brother answered sadly:
“Alas, that I know not yet. I was

“seeking the nearest town to ask coun-

sel of the priest.”

Baboushka laid a kind hand on the
boy’s arm.

“Put care away from thy young
heart. Thou hast found an asylum
for thy crippled brother. He shall
travel no farther on the frozen roads.
He shall be my own little Petrusha. 1
have a tiny truckle bed into which he
will fit to a nicety. Such as I have,
dear child, I make thee welcome to in
the Christ Child’s name.”

The night was but very little older
when the three children, Ossip, Vasa-
Bssa and Petrusha, fed, warmed and
comforted, were sleeping the care free
gleep of innocent childhood. .

Only the tall lad and Baboushka sat
by the fireside, because there was no
bed left for them.

“Tell me, good mother,” the boy sald,
looking stralght into her kind eyes,
“why are you so good to all children?
Your fame has gone abroad.” ;

Baboushka did not answer him at
once. When she did, her voice sounded
as sweet and solemn as chureh chimes
at vesper time.

“Yes, 1 will tell you, my son, for you
are nearing your own years of respon-
sibility, and it will be well for you to

learn in good time the solemn lesson
that an opportunity once lost is lost
forever,

“Many years ago 1 was setting my
house in order when three men stopped
at my door with a great piece of news.

“‘We have seen a radlant star in the
east,’ they said, ‘and we know that the
Christ Child must be come, Leave thy
labor. Come with us to find him and
to do him honor.’

“But 1 sent them away with words
of foolish impatience, ‘Seest thou not
that I am setting my house in order?
Go thou to where the star beckons
thee, and I will follow at some more
convenient time, 1 can see its Uxhg

without thy help.

“So they went their way and left me
to go mine. But when the time came
that I found it convenient to follow
the star clouds obscured the heavens,
and there was no star to be seen, and
8o I knew not how to seek the Christ
Child.

“I have been seeking him ever since,
up and down in the land. Whenever,
wherever I see a little child I think
perhaps 1 have found the One 1 seek,
and my heart yearns over him. But
not yet have I found the Christ Child,
whose face must shine with the radi-
ance of the star I lost.” ,

With tears of sorrow wetting her
eyelashes Baboushka fell asleep in her
chair. She had filled all of her beds
with cold and friendless children,

And as she slept a tender hand
seemed to dry her tears and a loving
voice to whisper In her ears:

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
the least of these little ones ye have
done it unto me, They were homeless,
and ye took them In. They were hun-
gry, and yau have fed them. They
were cold, and you have warmed them,
The Christ Child is in thy own heart.”

And on that glad Christmas morning
Baboushka awoke with a great peace
In her soul, for she knew that she bad
found him she had been seeking far
and wide.

LOOKING FOR
SANTA CLAUS

The snow was falling on the moun-
‘fains, hiding their tops in a misty velil,
and the air was full of whirling flakes,
which were rapidly covering the brown

| earth with a carpet of white and oblit- .
erating the trail up the mountain side rd S —
where trudged, or, rather, stumbled, ’ b

along a grotesque childish figure ina : ;
man’s rough jacket, the D ) ' ‘ &
S a l e &

sleeves rolled over and

over to let out‘ the small

brown hands, ‘while the p

edge of the coat, on a line

with her heels, left a trail )

in the snow. A red hood | *% .4

On January Ist, 1003, we will dissolve co-

partnership, and from now until then we will
offer our entire stock of high grade Merchan-
dise at greatly reduced prices. Our stock of
Men’s, Youths’ and Boys' Clothing. Hats, etc.,
will be sold at and below cost. We have on

——

covered the child’s head,
dark curls peeping out
around her face, and in | |
the fearless, wistful eyes Y
ghone a nmew light, for [
Dorothy was going to find
Santa Claus. When her
mother had gone to heav- |
en a short time before,
they had carried her up
the mountain, and God |
and Santa Claus were al-
ways assaciated together
in the child’s mind. 8o,
if God lived up there, San-
ta Claus could not be far
away. Thus reasoned lit-
tle Dorothy in the hours
when her father was off
working in the mine and
ghe was left alone with
her rag doll in the little
brown hut which served find Santa
as shelter and home, Claus.

“Santa Claus may not come here
now mother has gone,” the little girl
said, “and it must be near Christmas,
80 I will find him, and perhaps he will
take me in his reindeer sleigh to see
mother and God.”

Little Dorothy paused in her task
of sweeping the one:room ‘of their
home, and, putting seme potatoes In
the ashes to bake, that her father’s
supper might be ready for him, she had
wrapped herself in his old coat, donned
her red hood and started out to find
Banta Claus.

It chanced that day that one of the
mine owners was dowwr from the city

on a tour of inspection,

#, and, having seen Dorothy

#2L on a previous trip, he

izA had, remembering anoth-

er little girl who was very
%71 happy on Christmas eve,
brought down a Christ-
mas box for Dorothy and !
so strolled along with her
father as he started home-
| ward, that he might give
it into the hands of the
little maiden herself. But
when they reached the
brown hut Dorothy was
not there, and when re-
peated calls brought mo
answer the two men,
alarmed, started in oppo-
site directions to seek her,
.| Mr. Golden following the
.| almost obliterated path
up the mountain side,
where, a mile beyond, he
found the little one al-
most buried in the falling
gnow, and as he stooped
to lift her in his arms she
“Dear, §00d muyrmured drowsily, see-
Mr. Banta ;. the kind face bending

Dorothy was
going to

hand a large stock of Fine Clothing that must
suffer the severest cuts. Thanking all our friends
and customers for their most liberal patronage
inthe past, we are, yours respectfully,

Christmas
is Drawing Near,

And the time has come for you to think
what you shall give your loved ones.
We think we can hélp you if you are
in doubt, for we have a beautiful lot of
goods for you to select from—articles
that are pretty and practical, orna
mental and useful—a showing distinet
ly unrivaled. Now is the opportune
time to select your Christmas gifts.
They are here today but may be gone

Claus,"
over hee: tomorrow.
“Dear, good Mr. Santa Claus, I
want”— R A e T ) R

When she opened her wistful, dark
eyes again, the same kind face was
bending over her as she lay on her cot
in the little brown house, her father
holding her in his arms, while beside .
her was the most beautiful doll of
which she had ever dreamed, and,
clasping it close to her heart, little
Dorothy asked with reverent joy, the
dark eyes filled to overflowing:

“Dear Mr. Santa Claus, is you God

Our line of Fancy Rocking Chairs, all
sizes, and other Furniture, is com-
" plete, Our Fancy Bric-a-Brac and
Novelties range in price from Bc. te
$5.00. We think we have the largest
stock of Dolls in the town, and we
know our pricesare low.

RN ST, SRS [ ¥ SR

'm’n

Oh! Mr. Santa Claus--

Don’t forget that we have Candies, Oranges, Nuts

Apples, Raisins, Figs, Ete. g
Have yon made that Frait Cake yet! We have all ,
the ingredients, all new and fresh. Our Nuts and
Fruits are all this year's crop. We carry nothing
in this line but the very best we can get. Our Gro-

£l

cery Department is filled with everything needed
for the table. ; (1ae i Y
Jo D, C
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Alsoaniee Line of Hardware.

OOME%'IO SEE ME.
Wt o o O
J. R. COREY.
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Norfolk, Va.

Cotton Factors and handlers of
Bagging, Ties and Bags.

Correspondence and shipments
solicited.

T BACDEE
.
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GREENVILLE N. C.
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Cotton Bagging and lies always
—on hand ~

Fresh goods kept constantly ev

hand, Country produce bougt and
sold. A trial will convinee you.

D. W. HARDEE.

S

o e

WHEN YOU WANT

Dry Goods, Groceries, Confections,
ete., go to

Mrs. L. H. WHITE,

Black Jack, N. O.

Nice line cf goods on hand, Prices low
Uountry Fmduoa bought for cash or in
exchange for goodss :

J.C.LANIER,

Amer‘ilcgmﬁig.!arble

Wite and Iron Fence Sold
First-Class work and prices reasonable
desi gns : ¢« pes ent'on appea tion.

&

\

L
Norfollg, Va, .
Cotton Buyers and Brokers in
Btocks, Cotton, Grain and Provis.
ons. Priyn!%b\:ims to New York,
Chicago and Orlenns.

B TR ——————— B —

-~ ESTABLISHED 1475, -

« M, Schaltz.

Wholesate and retuil Grover aud
Furniture, r. Oash paid for
Hides, Fur, Seed, Oil Bar
rels, ‘l‘nrh Y y oo, Bed
stewds, Mattresses, Suits, Ba
by Oarriages, Go Carts, Parlor
suits, Tables, Lounges, knfu, g
Lorillard and Gail & Ax Sonfl,
High Life Tobacco, Key West Ohe-

opiey Byregy Ay, ik
p, Jelly, ]
Flour 31@:,

e,
e m iBntm.dNow
Koyal ng nes, and nu.
merous other goods, Qt;nllty and
Quantity. Cheap for cash. Com
0 nee we

roni, Uhsese,

8. M. Schultz.

v tooking and heating,
>, .
SIS om $5 to 550.

Ly e o
i, ‘ b ol L

The getuine all bear the above Trade.Mars
and 7> ncld with a written guarantec.

g Awaiili Fired Prizo Parig Expositicn 1500
§ 8o i+, i &

ALL THE CRLD.

r~i, FOR SALEBY

BAKER & HART
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In addition fo the best stoves in the world we
carry everything you may expect to find in a hard-
ware store.

RUBBERBESTOS

Packing for Steam and Water Pipes is
decidedly the best thing of the kind we
have ever handled. Call and examine it.

The Proof of Doing is in What We Do,

~Greenville Warehouse

makes no claim that is not borne ont by facts An average
of $11.70 for everything sold on our fioor daring the month of
August does its own talking about what “Old Man Gus’’ and
the rest of ‘‘we boys’’ do forthose who =ell at the Greenville
Warehouse. You only have to try us to be convinced that we
will get you the highest prices every time.

G. F. EVANS & CO,
Proprietors Greenville Warehouse,

G. F. EVANS,
R. 8. EVANS,
D. S.SPAIN.

A BT B A M

Don’t fail to see me o

Joie

before you buy {

N¥

vuns, Shells, ~toves ¥
eaters:.  Pumps,

Locks, Hinges.
And anything else in the Hardware Line.

S 3T e s b s e s s st s st s st s en s

.oor‘lonnoo--oo-o‘o-o.o......
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5. . Your friend,
g BolLCARR
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AFTER TWO YEARS PREMIUMS HAVE BEEN PAID IN THE

AT LA e O
i M 4 |
OF NEWARK, N. J.,, YOUR POLICY HAS

1. Loan Value, ;

2. Cash Value,

3. Paid-up Insurance,

4. Extended Lusurance that works automatically,

5. Is Non forfeitable, :

6. Will be re-instated if arrears be paid withinon month while you
are living, or within three years after lapse, upon satisfactory evidence
of insuarability and payment of arrears with interest,

Aafter second year—T7, No Restrictions. 8. lncontestable,

Dividends are payable at the beginning of the second and of each
succeediog year, provided the premium for the current year be paid,

They may be used—1. To reduce Premiums, or

3. 1{» Increase the Insurance, or \
¢ 15T mk‘policy payable as an endownment duriog the lifetime
of insared,

AL ESSUGH-Agt

b etk o | e T

AG o ad

The oldest, safest, strongest Ma-
Ayer S laria medlc;ne. Not unpleasant to
Malaria and take. A splendid tonic for all living
Aguc Cur e in malarial districts. elon B

CHRISTMAS
§ PRESENTS #

IME—Evening, Dec. 26,
Place—Boarding house bed-
room,
Actors—Nellle Cox, artist;

; May Lowell, stenographer,

Nellle—Thus are my sins visited upon
me. Did you ever see such an ugly,
 Inartistic collar as this orange thing
with the red freckles?

May—No; unless it is the purple tie
iIn your other hand. But the blue and
the yellow collars are both pretty,

~ellie—Neither barmonizes with my
blue shirt waist and my complexion.

May-How did you happen to receive
50 many collars? DIid you ask for
them? ]

Nelli&-AsF for them? Hardly., I
never wear anything except linen col-
lars, As I said, howeéver, it is my own
fault. Last year my aunt sent me an
expensive but hideous collar which 1

‘| mage sale—

immediately donated to a church rum-

May—Then wrote your aunt that it
was just what you wanted.

Nellie—~My conscience would not al-
low me to do that. I filled up four
pages, however, on the one redeeming
feature of that collar. I spoke of the
texture of the silk and dwelt on its
wandepful richness.

May=1 should’ have ‘thought your
aunt would have seen through that.

“SHE OUGHT TO SEE YOU NOW.”

When a girl gbes into raptures over
some detail of a gown I know she does
not like the thing as a whole,

Nellie—~My aunt’s education has been
neglected, for she doesn’'t know that.
Let me read you her letter:

My Dear Child—There was so much
pathos in your note of thanks last year 1
could see how you loved and longed for |
the beautiful, and I know ‘that 1 am not |
making a mistake In sending you one
more pretty thing to go with you all
through the year. I have told your east-
ern cousins how you enjoyed the collar 1
gave you last Christmas, and they are
goIng to send you some. We have hired
@ poor seamstress to make them, so 1
have added pleasure to my own life in
bolding out a helping hand to two de-
pendent women,

May—8he must have a sense of hu-
wor if ghe calls you dependent. She
ought to see you now,

Nellie=I'll have to waste 16 cents
postage In writing letters of thanks,
and I bave already pald 20 cents extra
for postage on the packages. 1 could
have treated myself to a good maga
glne or a box of chocolates for that
amount,

May—Last year I learned that an
aunt was going to give me a year's
subscription to a journal which de-

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS.

Vhere America's Supply of Mistle-
: toe Comes From.

- Year after year Christmas comes and
goes, its joys and merrymaking losing
no whit of interest and sentiment for
young or old, and, while always new
each season in their giving of pleasure,
the same old customs continue to pre-
vail with alterations in detail only,

The day would bhardly seem lke

Obristmas without the hanging of
Christmas greens, and, though a greater

tions than formerly, those are still
most liked and used that bear out the
old practices and significance, and
chief among {hem are the mistletoe
and holly, whose very names carry one
back to the days of ancient English
cheer and Yuletide, with wassail bowl,
Yule log and joyous werrymaking,

The most favored mistletoe comes
from across seas, but some {8 sent from
Canada apd the south, where, particu-
larly in Texas, it grows in large clumps
on the live oak trees, always to the lat-
ter's gradual destruction, for, being a
parasite, it saps the oak's lifeblood,
flourishing luxuriantly the while. It {s
not so artistic in appearance as its Eng-
lish cousin, the leaves more common-
place and the berries smaller and poorer
in quality, ,though more in quantity.
Strange to say, the Texas mistletoe,
like the prophet in his own country,
is not greatly prized at home, and at
few of the Christmas festivities does
it make part of the decoration, while
in all other quarters a cluster of the
oddly shaped green leaves and opaque
white berries must almost of necessity

the chandelier when Christmas comes
in, and it never fails to cause the same
Jesting and merriment, for n kiss stolen
under the mistletoe is one's right, and
the pilferer cannot with jus%ce receive
rebuff,—Selected,

8. CLAUS' MAIL HELD UP.

Bushels of Letters That the Old Man
Never Will Receive,

Sometimes the address on the envel-
ope starts “Deer,”” which, of course,
means “Dear,” and again it is “Dere”
or “Deir.” But even these remarkable
spellings are nothing compared with
the two words that follow, They read
“Santy Klaws” or “Sant Clos” or
“Saint Claus,” and they are in hand-
writings compared to which Babylonic
cuneiform is as a primer,

They are coming into the dead letter
office in this city by the hundreds these
days, and, although the clerks in that
division are the most painstaking of
men and can decipher an actual ad-
dress from a mass of hierogylphs, they
never have been able to learn the exact
location of either the business office or
home of one 8, Claus,” Esq., manufac-
turer of toys,

So these letters never reach their des-
tination. They would be returned to
the senders only for the sad fact that
when they are opened the inclosures
almost invariably look as if a spider
had got drunk on a bottle of ink and
had tried to perform a mixture of
highland fling and eakewalk on the pa-
per. The most that can be made out is
the invariable beginning, “Please bring
me"—

Last year in the dead letter division
there was a bushel busket of these mis-
slves, doomed never to be seen by Santa
Claus. And this year letter boxes are
furnishing additions at every collec-
tion.—New York Press,

THE YULETIDE LOG.

An Auncient Custom Still Observed In

the North of England,
A custom at one time prevalent In
England and still observed In some of
the northern districts of the old coun-
try Is that of placing an Immense log
of wood—sometimes the root of a great
tree—in the wide chimney place, This
I8 often called the Yule log, and it was
on Christinas eve that it was put on
the wide hearth. Around it would
gather the entire {amily, and its en-
trance was the occasion of a great deal
of ceremony. There were music and
rejoicing, while the one authorized to
light it was obliged to have clean
hands,

It was always lighted with a brand
left over from the log of the previous
year, which had been carefully pre-
served for the purpose. A poet slngs
of it In this way:

‘With the last year's brand
Light the new block, and
For good success in his spending

votes its pages to telling girls how to
treat their employers and how to dress
on $30 a year. 1 get all that kind of |
thing I wish without reading about it, ‘
80 1 took pains to eriticise the paper |
before her and at the same time dis- |
played my worn gloves— :
Nellle~And she gave you a pair of |
gloves? Lucky girl! ;
May~1 thought she would, but sbe
sent me a housekeeping magazine and
wrote telling me that I ought to learn
to cook, as If n business girl has half
@ chance. 8he sald that 1 might not
like the magazine at first, but would |
become attached to it in time, 1 be- |
came detached, ‘
Nellie-What do you mean?

May~1 sold it for 50 cents on the
dollar, went to the theater and wrote
fiuntie that 1 had derived more pléas-
ute from her present than from any
other she bad ever sent me,
Nellie=Total depravity!

Maoy—No; only good business man-
agement. T suggest that you sell your
misfit presents,

Nellie=I'lIl do it. I know a girl who
likes fussy things, especlally if she
thinks she Is gettigg them cheap, 1
will tell her the collars nre too elabo-
rate for my plain clothes, but will just
suit hers. 1 am certain that she will
tnke them, so 1 will Invite you to the
theater for next Saturday,
May~Thank you, dear, After all,
there is nothing like making the best

of uuug».—‘cmcuq News,

et

¥

{ themselves In front of the brightly

On your psaltries play
That sweet luck may
Come while the log Is a-tending.

The Yule log was supposed to be a
protection against evil spirits, and it
wins considered a bad omen If the fire
went out before the evening was over,
The family and guests used to seat

burning fire, and many a story and
merry Jest went round the happy
group.~New York Mall and Express.

What He Henrd.

Little Montague—I was awake when
Bunta Claus eame, dad,
Father—Were you?

be like, eh?

Little Montague—Oh, I conldn't sce
him. It was dark, you know. But
when he bumped himself on the wash-
stand he sald—

Father (hastily) — There, that 'Il do,
Monty, Run away and play,~Punch,

And what was

Just Her Luek.

Mrs. P, Nurlus—I dreamed last night
that you gnve me a diamond ring for
Cheistmas, :

Mr. P, Nurius—That's just your luck.
Dreams always go by contraries.

With Apologles to Riley,
There's a Christmas touch In the alr,
I feel it, sdmehow, evorywhere .

I feel It bt home; {t makes me blue,

I feel 1t nt the oMee too,
My bank kocount s tinged with eare:
There's a Christma¥ touch In the alr.
~Life,

variety is offered in the way of decora- |

be suspended in the doorway or from |

i

oW
i At Christmas play and mkom M’
For Christmas comes but once a ‘m i

.
e

"Twas the night before Christmas, when
all through the house

Not a creature was stirring, not even a
mouse,

The stockings were hung by the chimney
with care

Tn hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be

there.
~Clement C. Moore.

B

The time draws near the birth of Christ.
The moon fs hid; the night is still;
The Christmag bells from hill to hill

Answer each other in the mist,

~Tennyson.

Thie {s the month and this the happy
morn
Wherein the Son of heaven's eternal

ng,
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born,
Om'b great redemption from above dld
ring, ; :
For so the holy sages once did sing
That he our deadly forfeit should release
And with his Father work s a perpetual

peace,
—Milton,
In December ring
Every day the chimes;
Loud the gleenten sing
In the streets their merry rhymes,
Let us by the fire
Ever higher
Bing them till the night expire!
~Longtellow.

No trumpet blast profanea
The hour in which the Prince s Peace
wag born;
No bloody streamlet stained
Earth's silver rivers on that sacred
morn.
—Bryant,
What Babe new born is this that in &
manger cries?
Nolr"on her lowly bed his happy mother
es, .
Oh, see the air is shaken with white and
heavenly wings!
This s the Lord of all the earth; this fe
the King of kings.
-=R. W, Gilder.

The mistletoe hung In the castle hall;
The holly branch shone on the old oak
wall,
~Thomas Haynes Bayly.

For little children everywhere
A joyous season still we make;
We bring our preclous gifts to them,
Even for the dear child Jesus’ sake.
~Phoebe Cary.

His Delicate Proposal. '

Gladys (on Christmas morning)—
What a dear little clock! Who gave
you that?

Marjorie—George, of course,

Gladys—Is it going?

Marjorie—Oh, no! George wishes me
to understand that I may set my own
time,—Smart Set,

Stupid George,
“Are you going to hang up any mis-
tletoe?”
“No, I'm not. I put some up last
year, and George asked if it wasn't as-
paragus,”—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

THE TRUTH ABOUT

v+ SANTA CLAUS

Of course there's a Santa Claus! Every
one knows it-—

That i& every one who has good msense
and shows it,

There are those who doubt love and rell-
glon and morals—

Those people who always are seeking for
quarrels

On questions of faith and are ever lament-
ing

The existence of things to which there's
no dissenting,

They would have all the dear lttle chile
dren believing »
There isn't a Banta, but thelr aim's de-

celving.
He's jolly and blg, and his nickname’s
Kris Kringle;
God pllty the child who has not heard the
Jingle

[l -

Of his sllver bells as he comes swift
a-slelghing
When his anuual visit of love he's a-pay-

ing!

He's round, and he's fat, and his whiskers
are whitened

With centuried snows, but his good face
i lightened

With the cheery warm nature that keepa
you supernal

And will make dear old Banta Claus last
time eternal,

80, children, don't think when you hang
up each stocking

That there is no Santa Claus—that would
be shocking—

Because while you're snugly and cosily

nleeping

He'll come with his reindeer all madly
a-leaping i

And from his rich load In o trice will be
taking

And leaving the gifta that will gladden

ur waking!
" ~Washington®tar,
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: (at a good stiff price for second
D J: WHIOHARD, _Editor. hand;) bought the baby a new rat-
W. A. B. HEARNE, Associate Editor. [tle and a limberjack, kissed his
Flonandmey wife, paid the doctor 75 cents on

BVERY AFTERNOON EXCEPT SUNDAY. " |),04 vourig aocount, and will, start

Entered at the de‘omu ot Greenville, N. | the forthcoming New Year with an
0., »8 peoond olass mail matter. entirely new set of resolutions—
wih SUBSCRIPTION RATES: not because he hasa weakness for
8::5:'{]’ et ”;32 new things that don’t cost money,
Due week, - - -*  10|pyt because those he has tried

d i g ithout
ng:n &"d i o by oo ™ heretofore wouldn’t stand the

7 strain, Santa Claus is somethin

Advertising rates are liberal and can be g
ad on application to the editor or 8t the | of & character—instead of a myth.
Qffce. \ He likes to see the world go round,

We desire a live cor:ap:;ge:xvtm stﬂ;gexg when it is gong his way, and
dﬁ%sino:":eﬁm s ooours in each doesn’t choose to play the chimney
neighborhood. Write plainly and only 08 | gweep in order to drop a ten-cent
00 S SEhE B . |doll 1nto a stocking with a hole in
TﬁﬁRSD AY, DECEMBER 18, 1904, the heel. He may stand in the
: o | rain long enough to inspect the
latest exhibition of dropstitched
hosiery, but there isn’t nmbrellas
enough in Hoboken to keep him
dry on the way toa prayer meet-
T ing. He finds in the club the most
The arrival of Christmas needs|congenial atmosphere for the mar-
not to be heralded. The calendar | yjed man, after business hours,
might omit the 25th of December |and knows very well that ‘“‘a hot
with safety to human records.|bird and a cold bottle’ is the best
Were it not for considerations €X-|kind of a bracer to & man who is
traneous to the matter of dates,|trying to make up his mind to
the ubiquitous almanac, from | geek the bosom of his family— a
Poor Richard’s down to the un-|dear little woman and 17 smaly
avoidable commentary on the re¥-| children.
est Elixir of Life, might dispense| Tfhe is troubled with insomnia—
with any further particulars of the | ynder these circumstances—he is
twelfth month thanmerely to credit| ot without excuse for a ruffled
it with 31 days. temper at breakfast and an ineli-
There is something in Christmas | nation to lunch down town—which
that enters the soul by other ¢han-| gevelops into a positive tempta-
nels than the optic or the aural|yion  If you do not see him again
perves. The urchin who lie8|yu¢i) 2 o, m. you needn’t charge it
awakeithe night long to steal but 8| ¢, the Todge—but forgive him for
glimpse of the mysterious chimney- | yis stomach’s sake.
climber has had its little being en-} You do not know such a Santa
thused with a pameless ecstacy;g(‘,lausg Tis well. And may you
while the old ‘‘black mammy’’ Ofinever. But you are young; and
70 “feels it in her bones,” Turo very innocent; as one may per
back the pages of Life’s little vol- | seive from the number of yellow-
ume to your first memory Of|ya0y 1 yura Jean Limburgers lying
Christmas—*‘pop-crackers, Uigger |aroupd, But there is another
toes and streaked candy.”’ From|gants Claus—really. So here’s to

that time to this you would never g, .. of infant fancies! And
have missed a Christmas had the

b

THE CHRISTMAS YOU REMEMBER AND
ONE OR TWO OF THE MESSRS.
SANTA CLALUS.

here’s to full stockings, plum pud- |
almanac ahd the perpetual cale."da_rldings, aud happy families every-|
never |been invented. Herein 18| oy 000 Here’s to the orphan’s

man as independent of human g ... o and to the mister
contrivances to kebp up with the|

sun today as his primitive ances-
tor was of the unimagined Water Emybterious and doubtful visitor,
bury or the eight-day clock.

You have turned to your child-
hood’s Christmast, You do not
peed the diary for the rest, Mem-
ories serve now. Santa Claus has

ing angel of ragged urchins who
shiver in troubled expectaney of &

A trifle to these helpless ones is a
small investment, but it purchases
what money sometimes cannot buy
—happiness.

woven these into golden bonds that
link all futare times, events and
histories to the Christmases you
have known.

Iu these older years Christmas is
franght with a deeper and a differ-

ent meaving, You have 'sat with If you go hunting on the 25th
the wite men; you have visited the| 4.0t forcet that your principal

manger; you have eaten with the|.,,qiqeration will be to keep from
multitude; you have climed Cal-

vary; you have beheld the empty
sepulcher, To you Christmas is
stiff an oceasion for decorations of | The city fathers have Kkindly
evergreens and draperies of child-’\permitted you to enjoy the usual
hood fancies; but yomr yule log|fireworks Xmas, barring large can-
reverie is the world beyond tbe| non crackers, Be good enough not
wellow rays of wax candles. throw any bombs under any of the
Very good. Knock the ashes| Board, or you may have to do
out of your pipe and take a fresh | your shooting, out of the limits
start, Yon have found by ex- | next time.
perience that Santa Clausis a very| -

If Christmas is no longer what
it used to be, dosomething to make
the occasion to someone else what
it used to be to you,

getting shot,
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242 and 244 W. Main St., Greenville, N. C.

Children’s
Hosiery, SC- M

Worth 8c. Slight “ seconds,”
hence this low price, but they
will wear well. Fine one-and
one ribbed hosiery, made of
fast black cotton.

Men’s Heavy Sox 8c

worth 10 and 12, only

Good Toilet Soap,
worth 25¢. box, 3 25 C.

cakes only

HOMESPUN,

(Good Round Thread
H(())(l)nesp(\)::: 2 400 Yd.

7

CTURES
g:.w k'iznds. only 5 OC-
«Yards of Flowers” of all de-
scriptions; also fruits. Size
36 4 x 104 inches, in 14 inch
gilt frames, with large brass
corners. Second floor.

Women's Fleeced Lined Union

Suits, extra 2 5 C. Suit

heavy,

50 dozen Ladies’ All Linen

Hemstizh: | 5 C

Handkerchiefs,

Large sized Rug,
38 x 80 inches, 98C-

s - -

Extra Large Double White
Bed
Blankets, 7900 pﬂir

Extra weight, extra size Bed
Comforts,
Reversible $|'39

All Linen knotted, fringed and
hemstitched Damask Towels,
worth 40 ard 50c. 25C.

our price,

——————

Large ‘Size Absorbent Bath
Towels, full bleaches, 15¢C.

b

Trimmed Hats and Trimming, fine and stylish things for the
most ridiculous prices you ever heard of, the sort that gained
and maitained Munford’s reputation for lo these many months,
There are Hats and Toques ana Bonnets, and the reductions
run something like this: Munford’s $5.00 Pattern Hats can

be had for $3.08, and so on. Go the Millinery show room
on the first floor and see for yourself what lovely styles we are

showing at 1.50, 2.50, 3.00, 4.50 and 5.50.

Coats, Suits, Skirts
and Furs,

Handsomest, Newest, and Best Made.

Special At'tractions, for
'Christmas Week.

"'"Wvuﬂ'

A page like this will suffice to give you an idea
of the wonderful values in this greatsale. Every
aisle, every counter, every foot of space crowded
with astonishing values. ~ Reliable Merchandise
in every case. Nowhere will you find such
goods at such low prices.
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useful sort of citizen, Let him| [fyou feel ill and need a pill
|

continue so, &
While he is enjoying the pipe, |
wy dems, and scheming pleasant |
gurprises for you, let us see if you}
are really acqnainted with him-—a‘l
your Santa Clause, ‘O,he’s a good |
fellow, If he ever cheated at pol-
itics or eards, or |countenanced a
shiodig at a church-bevefit per-
formance that was not in strict ac
cordauce with the General B“nlep,
he has repented in broadcloth be-
fore a high-priced coal fire, turned

Why not purchase the best?

DeWitt's Early Risers

Are little surprisers,

Take one—they do the rest. «

W. F. Howell, Houston, Tex.,
writes—1 have used Little Early
Riser Pills in my family for con-
stipation, sick headache, ete. To
their use I am indebted for the

health of my_family.

To Cure a Cold in One Day.

Take Laxative Bromo Quinine
Tablets, All druggists refund the
money if it fails to cure. E. Ww.
Grove’s signature is on each box.

2bc.

The Big

C. T. Munfords 4 I,

242 and 244 W. Main St Greenville, N. C.
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O AANNAAN AN

VE often heard my old mother
that's been dead these twenty
years say that sinful ways car-

ried their own penalties, and |

I'm sure the saying proved true

in the case I'm going to tell you
about, though you may say there was
no actual sin ecommitted by my friend,
which may be true, but he gave way
under strong temptation, and that is
the mext “thing to it. Anyway, Will
Lawson, the eldest son of Ler who was
Samantha Fisher, would never have
been arrested for murder and put in
peril of dn't ded

eril umy pr
temptation ai d t?),do wm a lott-h

{ 1o Santa Claus.”

Jery ticket,

Widow Lawson, Wlll'l mother, lived
next door to me in a little white cot-
tage with green blinds and a neat flow-
er_garden in front when these things
happened, and we were the best of
friends. So I remember as if 1t was
only yesterday the day Will came home

& ty with his new clothes. It
was b of becember and Will's
mother had beep saving up all sum-
mer to buy that suit for a Christmas
present for her boy, so it was quite an
evegt when he brought it home. I ran
right over when I saw him, and he
put the clothes on and paraded arougd
the house so we could see how he
looked in them. WIill was a handsome
boy, with a straight, slender figure,

. After the boy had shown off his
clothes and told us all about his visit
to the city I went home, for I had left
some things stewing on the stove, and 1
was afraid they’d burn, but I hadn’t
. been home very long before Mrs. Law-
- son marched in, with a worried look
on her face antl that wretched lottery
ticket in her hand. Mrs. Lawson was

v'vvvv.'vvvvnh"vﬂ VVWV Mvvﬁv“v WWAAAAAAAAN/
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it's better not to say nnythlng about
this to the neighbors. Remember,
mother, not a word.” ‘

Mrs, Lawson was so exciled that she
could only mumble out her promise to
regard Will's wishes, On the way home
she remarked:

“Will, T am that upset I wish you
would not go to the Christmas eve jolli-
fication down at District school No. 8.”

“Oh, I couldn’t disappoint them. I've
promised, and I must be there. Be-
sides, I took $10 of the money I got
from the ticket and bought a few little
8 for oungsters. Aud then,
too, you know if I don’t go there'll be

The building belonging to District
No. 8 was the typical country school
house. It was painted red and con-
tained two rooms—one for the more
advanced geholars and one for the “pri-
maries,” There was an entrance for
each section. One of these little vesti-
bules had been transformed for the oc-
‘easion into a dressing room for Santa
Claus. In the middle of the primary
department, which was the larger di-
vision of the building, a short but
broad spreading Christmas tree had
been placed. It bore a fairly generous
yleld of tinseled gifts. Will added the
presents he had bought and then, be-
fore the children began to arrive, re-
tired to the vestibule to “make up” as
Santa Claus.

The room soon filled, and, to the ac-
companiment of the music of tin and
brass horns, Santa Claus entered. The
children gazed upon the weirdly built
up St. Nicholas with feelings of awe
mingled with admiration. Santa

SON’S

A Christmas Story
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By AL!‘R!:D B. TOZER
by Charles B. Etherington

confidence in Will's word. It didn’t
seem to me that he would lie himself
right into a dishonored grave.

One day just before the time set for
the trial Mrs. Lawson came over to my
house and sat there grieving and cry-
ing over the plight poor Will was in
until my heart almost broke at the
sight of her misery. Finally I told her
that I was going to, the city the next
day, though I had never thought of it
'before, and that I weant to stay there
until I found out all about that ticket
and how it got into the pocket of the
boy's new pantaloons,

“I'm not going to sit here with fold !
ed hands” I said, “and see Will
hanged, and that's the end of it. You|
may go with me if you want to, but I
want you to remember that I'm to ¢om-
mand the expedition and do whatever
I see fit to do.”

I think my positive way cheered her
up a little, She went with me, and we
saw the poor boy sitting alone and dis-
consolate in his cell. Such a cryving
time as we had over him! Ie told us
where he had bought the clothes, and|
we founud the store and looked it over,
pretending to want to buy something.
It was a little bit of a place in a dirty
part of the city, with a low, smoky |
ceiling all covered with fly specks and '
a chilly atmosphere, It was dark in|
there too, though it was a bright win-|
ter day, and there was a smell of dye-|
stuffs about the frosty interior that!
most turned my stomach,

The proprietor wasn't a bit more at-

stepped up_to the tree, bowing to the
little folks as he went. Clumsily ho,

& God fearing woman, and she almosty gelected the first present ang called |

cried as she told me about finding a
ticket in the watch pocket of Will's
new pantaloons, :

“The worst of it,” she sald, “is that
1Vill denies all knowledge of the ticket.
He spoke up real disrespectful when I
told him he'd better burn it. He said
it might bring luck.”

“Lack 18 hard work and saving
wln,” said I, “and I'm sorry to sce
uph ‘potions getting futo your head.

* Nothing can come of it, you may

be sure, If I were in your place, I'd
burn that lottery ticket right now in,
my kitchen stove.” °

“But: 1 promised Will I wouldn't de-
stroy it,” she said.

All I could say didn't persuade her
into fay way of thinking, though she'd
come over to consult me, and she went.
home with the ticket clasped tightly in
her hand, as if it could bring anything
but sorrow.

It was exactly two weeks after—on
Dec. 23, to be exact—that Mrs. Lawson
came over to my -house looking more
cheerful- than_I'd seen her look for
many a long day.

“What do you think?” she asked, al-
most dancing across to the sink, where
I was cleaning a small turkey for
Christmas dinner—"what do you think?
Will's ticket has drawn the prize.”

Her words and her manner struck
me all of & heap, but 1 managed to
ask her what kind of a prize, for 1
thought perhaps he’d drawn a necktie
or a clock.

“It's a money prize,” she said. “Fif-
teen thousand dollars.”

1 bad turned around, with my dish-
pan, almost full of bloody water, in my
hands, and I just sat down in a chair,
feeling weak all in a minute, and the
dishpan tipped over, and all that water
went sailing over my clean floor.

“For land sakes!” 1 sald when 1 got
my breath again, “You don't say so!”

“Yes,” she said. “It's all here in this
list—No. 98,567.”

When 1 asked her if Le'd got the
money and she said be was going to
the city the next day to get it, [ didn’t
encourage her in any hopes that might
not be fulfilled.

“Well,” sald Mrs. Lawson, “Will's
asked Lawyer Clapp about it, and he
says it's all right, He's going down to
the city tomorrow with Will after the
' money. They'll be back in the evening
In time for Will to play Santa Claus in
District school No, 8.

Then she hesitated a little, pulling at
the strings of her winter hood, which
was all erinkled up under her arm, but
finally asked me not to say anything
lbont Will drawing the money,
© . “He doesn’t wWant It known,” she
‘“'uld. “though I can't see why, and
we're golng on living as If we hadn't a
cent In the world, for a time at least,
and then perbaps we'll move away."”

Mrs. Lawson went away looking just
as cheerful as (f Wil bad earned the
_money down at the mill and had it all
in bis hand, and I had to go to work
‘and clean up the muss on the floor
caused by that pan of bloody water,
But somehow I couldn't seem to be
thankful for what Mrs, Lawson consld-
-ered such a blessing. 1 couldn't get the
notion out of my mind that something
dreadful would come of It.

The next morning, the day before
Christmas, Will Lawson and Lawyer
Clapp were up bright and early and
took the 5:23 traln for New York, They

“told her not to worry, that he had done

“tonight,” he said, “but I'll be back in

| the truth,” Lawyer Clapp sald to me

out the name insoribed thereon

“Jimmie Brown!”

A youngster about seven years of '
age, with his hair plagtered down into !
a cowlick on his forehead, promptly
stepped forward from the front row,

the only person out of line, stuck his
finger into his cheek, began to blubber

ter of the crowd. He was quieted and
made his way haltingly to the {ree,
where St. Nicholas handed him a
mauve colored sheep which emitted a
plaintive “Ba-a-a!” when it was
pressed. As Jimmie moved jerkily
backward toward his original position

around, and all were astcmished to ob-
gerve that the two men who entered
were strangers. One of the newcomers
asked it Will Lawson was there,

The school trustee went over to the
man and explained that Will was
Santa Claus and that it would not do
to let the children find out that thdr
dol was but a man of clay. The fel

placed his hand upon Will's shoulder
and gruffly remarked:

“Will Lawson, you are my prisoner!”

Will was dumfounded, but his sur-
prise was as nothing compared to that
of the children, who then learned what
they had never even suspected—that
their Santa Claus was only a man.

the man, who was an officer from New
York, never left Will's side.
Will had been arrested for murder,

of a bustle, and the four—WIll and the
lawyer and the two strangers—went
down to Mrs. Lawson's house, The
poor woman fainted away when she
heard that Will had been arrested, and
I ran in as soon as I heard of it. When |
I got there, the fence in front of the
cottage was all lined with prying faces.
When Mrs. Lawson came to, Will

pothing to be arrested for and that it
would all come out right in time,
“I've got to go away with these men

a few days. And Lawyer Clapp is go-
ing with me, and you can hear from
me through him. But, whatever hap-
pens, you must always believe that I
told you the truth about that ticket.”

They went off that night. The fol-
lowing day was Christmas, and what
a Christmas it was for poor Mrs, Law-
gon and me! Lawyer Clapp came back
the duy after Christmas, He told us
that the man who bought lottery ticket
Noy 08,567 had been stabbed to death !
in the street on the very night Wil
bought his new clothes and not far
from the place where he bought them.
He was a stranger In the city, only
one man knowing apything about him,
and that man his roommate at a cherip
hotel. "

But this roommate had seen the
ticket. He remembered the wumber
and thought it strange It wasn®( found
on the dead man's body. He told the
police about it, and so when the ticket
was cashed for Lawyer Ciapp in New
York it was traced back and promptly
landed Will Lawson In prison. I heard
that the broker who bought the ticket
came very near belng arrested for the
murder and ounly escapetd by giving
Will's name and address. If the ticket
hadn't drawn that prizeg It would nev-
er have been heard of mgain, and Will
wouldn't have been arvested,

Wil stuck to the story he first told
about the ticket, and Lawyer Clapp
didn’t believe it,

“I could do better for him if he'd teld

one day, “for his possession of that
ticket must be accounted for If we are
to save him from the gallows.”
1 thought about It just as the

did, butmcbowlbenntohn

looked around avd, seeing that he was .,

and abruptly rushed back to the shel- |
)

the door opened.. Every one lvoked

low  walked over toward the tree, l

The festivities broke up in a hurry, but|,

and all because of that lottery ticket. |
Lawyer Clapp came in by and by all }

) “WILL LAWSON. YOU ARE MY PR?SONER!”

- — -

tractive than his place of business. He '
looked like a Russian amd was tall and
stout, with a big nose and black lmir:
and eyes. “Whe halr of L, 8 head and tlu-i
hair of bls face met and tangled up to-|
gether, nud he darted hiy round eycs
at us out of the thicket [Hu* a gnake. 1
lald Will's clothes down on the connter |
and sald they were bought there and
that 1 would like to get a bedter suit
und pay a little more money. !

The man opened the bundle am! gnld
that he counldn’t allow the fall price,
but he'd throw off enough on anether
suit to make up. Then somethl vg about
the clothes se¢ued to attract Liw atten-
tlon, and he grabbed them np quick
and scarted for the front door, where
it was lighter. I beard him muttering,
and when he cawe back to- us he pre-
tendad to be fw o great Tage.

“Yhy do you bring these ra;m her e
he demanded. “I never saw them be
fore.”

1 was just dumfoundm for a second,
but there wasn't a thing I conk! way, so
1 took' the eclothes and went awiay.
When we got back to our little mmu
in the hotel, 1 sat down and crica’,
looked so black for Will®hut o a m.
ute an idea came to me like an lospira™
ton.

“Now, Mrs. Lawson, [ mald,

qu '
were not prospiered in that nml«ryukm l .

because I went about it with a lie In

o

| my mouth, I hope God ‘Il to:gh'e me

for the falsehood, though it was told in
a good cause. But we found out one

thing by going there, and that is that |

there is something wrong about those
clothes. You saw how the fellow acted
when he came back from the door with :
them? Well,' to my mind, he wasn't!
angry. He was  just scared. Now,
why ? And why did he lie about gelling |
the clothes?
way of proving that he sold the elothes,
ft might be possible to frighten hLim
into telling the truth.”

“Why,” said Mrs. Lawson, “there are !

the tags. Will saved every oune of
them, thinking he might want fo
change the clothes or something. We

can send home and get the tags.
They've got the store’s private marks

oun them.”

We sent for the tags that night, and
bf the time they reached us we'd donhe
af lot of running around, but we were
all ready for the clothing dealer,

Well, things were all fixed at last,
and Lawyer Clapp got a polideman in
plain clothes to go along with us. We
left the policeman outside and marched
into the store bold as brass. The pro
prietor didn't recognize us at fivst, |
guess, and came forward to wait on
us, though there wasn't a thing in his
store I'd 'a’ bought at a quarter of the
price he asked for it, How Will ever
came to trade in sueh a place is be-
yond my comprehension. Before |1

| said a word I picked up a coat that

was lying on the counter and looked
at the marks on the ts
back of the collar. They were the
game as the marks on the tags I had in
my pocket.

When the man'‘saw who I was, he
began to seem mad again, but I saw
him trembling.

“You take your old clothes and g¢
away,” he sald.  “I don't want you
erc. I never saw the clothes before,

! and I told you so once.”

“Now, you keep your temper,” I said,

If there was only some !

tag sewed at the!

enll me a lar? shouted the fellow.
“Beenwse if you do I'll call the officer

into the street!” ¢

“You don't dare to,” said I, “and if
{ you did the officer wouldn't obey you.

He's here to protect us and to sub-

beeria you to go to the tvial. And you
| do lie when yop say you didn't sell
| these clothes to Will Lawson, for I've
got the tugs that were on them-—got
them in my pocket this minute-—a
the marks on them are (he same as the
marks on the clothies you've got on
your shelves, 8o the quicker you call
the officer in and give him a bistory of
the clothes the hetter it will be for you."”

All the time I was talking Mrs, Law-
gon stood there ol of ‘a tremble, hold:
Loing on to my crm with both hiands, as
though she was afraid I wmeant to fly
at the man and serateh his ugly face
and claw the truth out of his throat
The fellow locked at me, with his
snaky eves flaming with rage and hate,
theughi I could see that he was scaved
too.

“You talk pretty strong for an old
woman,” he said, *and when you've
finished your say yon can take your
old clothes and walk out.”

I started for the door; and I suppose
‘he thiought he'd seared me out, for 1
heard him chuckling, but he soon had
cause to change his mind, for 4 knock-
od on the glass with my umbrella, and
in walked the officer. T'he storekeeper
was taken aback, byt he tried to put
on a bold- face and asked the officer
it he was conducting & branch insane
asylum.

“Because If you are.” he said, “you'd
better take your patients to some other
shop.”

“We'll see about that direetly,” said
the officer, “but I've got a Nttle busl
ness to do with you first.” And he
read him the subpoena @nd gave him a
copy of it, all in printing und writing,
plain as you please,

“Of course I'll have to obey the or-
der of the court,” said the man, speak-

just as cool as If ¥'d been st inding in
my own kitchen, “for you'll need all
the sense you've got before we're
through with you, We're from the
country, but we ain’t so green as we
look."

“Well, what do you want?' he agked,
and, my, how his black eyes gnapped!

*“We want to know about t!
clothes,” 1 sald, “and who had them
before you sold them to Wi Lawson,
and we've got an oflicer ontgide, and
we mean to know all about it before
we leave this place.”

I had never before thought of gome
one else buying the clothea before Wil
bought them, and I doi't know what
made me think of such n thing then
I guess it was the goodness of ol
that pot it Inte my heart when 1 most
needed it

“1 don't know any Wil Lawson,”
gald he, “and 1 don't knm\ the rimhvu
g0 you'd better get out”

“it geems to be the, will of l‘rmi
dence,” sald 1, “that evervhiody that

R

touches that snit of clothes Lecomes a '

Hiar right off. 1 talil you n whopper
fere the other day when 1 pretended
to want to exchange it for a better ¥uit
and pay wore tmoney, bot I've asked
God to !or:..iw me for It, and 1 hope
be will”

“Don't yon come Into my store aud

you talk about and have you thrown my koees there on his divty

ing milder, *hut 1 ean’t see what you're |
getting at”

*“NSou'll find out soon enough,' h:«i(l%
the otheer, aml we all staried for Hwi
door. DBuf I kept my cars open wide, |
gu 1 o'\‘[u‘g‘(l‘f' o be ealled back, And '
pure enough, before we got into the|
street the proprictor called to us to]

wait and came up to where we were, |
“What Is it ahout the he |
asked, keeplng his evil eyes tixed on)|
Mrs, Lawson, thinking perlinps that|
she'd be the ensiest one of the party to|
geare Into an answer that mkeht
hini sowething ke a bint to be "'“i.‘""'i
by, She did look pretty timid and|
ghrinking, tbhut I gave her arm n good
pinel and wlhigpered to hier to he fem,
and ghie sectned to tale on courngn,
“What Iz it abont the clothes?' re:
peated the man, “Amd what If 1 did
gell them? It's my buxiness to sgell
elothes, and there's no law agninst It
that 1 ever heard of.  Bo there's no
harn done, I8 theve
P "Yee anld the officer, "there’s harm
done, and o yonng man s
for his life on aeconnt of you, nnil yoy
can mnke things vight by teélling the
teuth, If you haven't forgotten how."

clothes 7™

Rive |

I could sec by the changing expres: |

slon In the fellow's eyes that he knew
all about the nrreat of the poor boy

to e tried |

[ and had followed the case in the news.

papers, and I felt unm down ,.
, foe k-

Baw, too, that he meant to tell
knew about it. Tdooked at Mrs. Taw-
son, and there were tears in her eyes, ,

“That old woman,” began the man,
“sald a moment ago that she had In
htr pecket the tags taken from these
Clothes. Show me the tags, and I'll
falk fast enough, for the law ecan't
touch me for wkat | y 1 o

1 handed the tags to the of! lm‘r, and
he let the proprietor look at theiw, Le.
ing careful to keep m)e lmml on them
all the time.,

“Yes,” he sald, definnt-like, “l did
sell this suit to a young mau n wmatter
of three or four weeks ago. But hefore
that and on the same night 1 sokl them
to another man, who never lived to put
them on.”

“Merey!” sald I.
to put them on?" :

“All In good time, old v, man” was
the lmpudent reply. “You'.l soon know
all about it if you'll give me a chance,
This first customer bLought this suit
and pald for it, Then he went to the
back end of the store to put it on. I
saw him shift some articles, sueh as
a knife, a bunch of keys and a little
change, from the pockets of the pants
he had on to the pockets of the new
ones, but he seemed to change his
mind, for he took them out again and
asked to have the new suit done up,
saying that he'd wear the old clothes
home. But I noticed that lie put a little
slip of printed paper into the watch
pocket of the new pants and didn’t
take it out again when he shifted the
other things. I remember thinking
about it at the time and intending to
call his attention to it, but another
customer came in just then, and I for-
got all about it. From that day up to
a week or 80 ngo I never once thought
of the mmcr though I've been sorry
enough for my forgetting that little
slip of paper.”

“That must bave been the lottery
ticket!” gasped Mrs. Lawson, “And
Will has been telling the gospel truth
all the time we've been doubting his
word, poer boy!"

“Yes,” said the man, “I guess it was
the lottery ticket I've Leen reading
about in the papers—No. $8.567—that
drew $15,000. I was a fool not to have
my mind about me and take it out of
the wateh pocket when I got the clothes
back on the shelf again. They wouldn't
have traced it to me, I can tell you, and
I'd have been $15,000 better off now.”

“I wish you had!" said Mrs. Lawson,
with a sob, "I wish to goodness you
had!”

The rascal glared and went on with
his story.

“About two minntes after the man
went away wlith the clothes there was
@ hue and cry in the street, and I went
out to see what was up, leaving a clerk
to wait on customers. Whei | got out-
side, I heard people saying that a man
had just been murdered at the mouth
of an alley not far up the street, and I
went there, curious to see who it was,
As soon as 1 eame up to the place
where the crowd was [ saw that it was
my customwer that had been murdered,
He lay upon the stones of the alley,
with a knife wound in. Lis breast and
the blood all about him on the frosty
ground, This suit of clothes that I had
Just sold him lay there by his side just
as, [ had tied it up for him. Then the
thought came to me thag [ might take
the man's clothes and np one would
lose by .it, for you can't rob a dead
man, he having no use for clothes, 8o
I picked them up and hid them under
my cont, and n® one saw wie, so great
was the excitement. 1 gof Luck to the
store a8 quick as my feet could ecarry
me and put the clothes on the shelf
again, never once thinking of the little
printed slip in the wateh pocket of the
pants, worse luck!”

The officer laughed at the shameless
scoundrel’'s changed toue and manner,
but I dido’t feel maeh like laughing, 1
ean tell you, with poor Wil Iying there
In prison, his neck almost into the
hangman's noose, '

“Then in half an hour or so," con-
tinned the man, *“this young fellow
that's been arrested for murder came
in, and I sold him the elothes, 1 sup-
pose the lottery ticket was still in the
wateh pocket, and he must have found
it after he got home and presented it
for payment.”

“I'm the one that found the ticket,”
broke in Mrs. Lawson, the tenrs of joy
running down her face, “and I've al
ways thought he led to me about how
it eame there. I'm glad he haxn't got
the sin of lying to answer for even if
we can't prove that he didn’t kil the
man,"”

“We can prove that fast enough
now,” said the otticer. Then he turned
to the storekeeper again, “Why didn't
you come forward and tell the troth

“Why didn’t he live

| when you saw the danger this Innoe

cenl boy was In?' he asked, “But for
this remarkable woman”-—-he really
sald " “remarkable” and nodded his
head at me, though I think Mrs, Law:
gon deserves most of the eredit for
what was done on nceount of her
thinking about the tags—"but for this
remarkable wowan he might have
been hanged.”

The clothing denler's eyen sparkled
with cunning, !

“His helrs wight have elhiimed the

elothes,” he sald, “and then 1 didn’t
want people to know what-1'd done.”
* “So that's why you lied to us when
we came in bere 1 sald. “And you
would bave seen thit boy go to the
gnllows rather than lose the price of
those elothes! You ought to be tarred
and feathered!”

I walked awny withont saying a
word, and the offcer and Mrs, Lawson
followed, We went to Wil the flrst
thing and told him the news, My, but
e was glad to think that he was be
lleved at last! The telal didn't amount
to much after that, and they never
found out who murdered that rtranger
ar why he was murgdered,  The police
gny it s one of the unsolved murder
mysteries, though ther thiuk he was
mistuken for some otho.r man,

the




' Howte PreventCroup,
i good news to the moth-
“ers of small children to leain that
eroup can be prevented The first
:.::: before the attack the ehild
becomes hoarse. This is soon fol-

Jowed by a peculiar rough cough.
~ Give Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy
freely as soon as the child becomes
"hoarse, or even after the rough

h appears, :
mym%ms of croup. In this
way all daoger and anxiety may
be avoided. This remedy i8 used
by wany thousands of mothers and
has never been known to fail, It
is, in fact, the only remedy tbat
cau always be depended upon a:ud
that is pleasant and safe to laxe.
For sale by Wooten’s Drug Store,
Greenville, Farmville Pharmacy,
Farmville.

o e L

When & man comes after dinner
he comes before dinner.

A :!lmely Suggestion.

This is the season of the year
when the prudentand careful hou-e
wife replenishes her supply of
Chamberlain’s Cough Kemedy. It
is certaiu to be needed before the
winter is over, and results are
much more prompt and satistac-
tory when it is kept at hand and
given as soon as the cold is con-
tracted and before it has become
settled 1o the system. In almost
every instance « severe coid may
be warded off by taking this reme-
dy freely as soon as the first indi-
cation of the cold appears. There
is no danger io giving it to cnild
ren for it contains no barmful
substance. It is pleasant to take
—both adults and children like it.
Buy it and you will get the best.
It always cures, For sale by Woot-
en’s Drug Store, Greenville, Farm-
ville Pharmacy, Farmville.

High Grade JOB PRINTING
poue here. Send us your orders

A Cold Wave,

A forecast of a sudden change
in the weather serves notice that a
hoarse voice and a heavy cough
may invade the sanctity of heal h
iu your own home. Oautious peo-
ple have a bottle of One Minute
Cough Cure always at hand. E.
H. Wise, Madison, Ga., writes:
“] am indebted to One Miunute
Cough Cure for my present good
health, and probably my life.”
It cures Coughs, Colds, LaGrippe,
Bronchitis, Ppeamonia and all
Throat and Luog troubles. One
Mi:ute Cough Cure cuts the
phlegm, draws out the inflamation,
heals and soothes the mucuous
membranes and strengthens the
Jungs.

A PSR
President Roosevelt says he will
appoinot *‘fit negroes to office.”” But

it seems they fit only in the South,
~—Wilmington Star,

Tv improve the appetite and
strenghten the digestion, try a few
doses of Chamberlain’s Stomach
and Liver Tablets. Mr. J. H.
Seitz, of Detriot, Mich., says,
“They restcred my appetite when
impaired, relieved me of a bloated
feeling and caused a pleasant and
satisfactory movement of the bow-
els.”” There are people in this
community who need just such a
medicine. For sale by Wooten’s
Drug Btore, Greenville, Farmville
Pharmacy, Farmville. Every box
warranted,

A rope often gets tight pecause
that is the way it is taut,

Kodol Dyspepsia Cure.

Digests all classes of food, tones
and strengtheus the stomach and
digestive organs, Cures Dyspep-
sia, Inaigestion, Stomach Troubles,
and makes rich red blood, health
autd streogth, Kodol rebuilds
wornout tissues, purifies, strength
ens and sweetens the stomach,
Gov, G, W, Atkinson, of W, Va ,
says: I have used a vomber of
bottles of Kodoland have fouud it
to be a very effective and, wudeed,
a powerful remedy for stomach
allments. I recommend it to my
friends. J. L. Wooten.

'

A man seldom hasany trouble
in finding trouble.

What's 1 a Name,

Everything is in the name when
iteowes to Witch Hazel Salve,
E. C. DeWitt & Co., of Chicago,
discovered, some years ago, how
to make a salve from Witch Haze)
that is a specific for piles. For
Blind, bleeding, itehing and pro-
trodiog Piles, eczema, cuts, burns,
bruises abd all skin  diseases

DeWitt’s Balve has no equal, This

has given rise to numerous worth-
l;:“wr.rﬁlh. Ask for De-
=3 llllme. . .
Wootmn, ge J. L

18 hoarseness, A day|

and it will dispel |

¢ About a year ago my hair was
coming out very fast, so I bought
a botrlg of Ayer's Hair Vigor. "It
stoppeg the falling and made m
hair grow very rapudlg,‘unul now it
is 45 inches in length.”’ —
Boydston, Atchison, Kans.

There’s another hunger
than that of the stomach.
Hair hunger, for instance.

Hungry hairneeds food,
needs hair vigor—Ayer’s.

This is whx/we say that
Ayer’s Hair Vigor always
restores color, and makes
the hair grow long and

heavy. .00 a vote. Al druggiss.

It your drugﬁm cannot supply you,
gend us one dollar and we will express
you & bottle, Be sure and give the name
of your nearest exyress office, Address,
J. C. AYER €O,, Lowell, Mass.

- ———
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SPEICHT & CO.
Cotton Buyers,

Before selling or disposing of your
COTTON SEED. They are prepared
to pay highest market prices or give
meal in exchange, and will keef) on
hand at Greenville a full supply of
Meal and Hulls for the trade.

A CHRISTHAS
CRINE

, AYMOT“.O’TWHM"

&

IDGEWOOD had a thief! When

1, Detective Martinet of the
metropolitan secret service,

was called out there, I found

the town in a state of excitement over
the robberies. The principal ones had
taken place in the mansion of Colonel
Payne, the richest man in Ridgewood.

There had been four burglaries at the
Payne mansion, The first night silver
was taken—small pleces consisting of
spoons, forks, after dinner coffees and
knives, ,

The second night a small rocking
chair disappeared and several velvet
covered foofStools and nice little arti-
cles of bric-a-brac designed for Christ-
mas gifts, The third night all the chil-
dren's Christmas toys that had been
carefully stored away in a Santa Claus
cupboard by Colonel Payne and his
wite, ready for Christmas eve, disap-
peared, and the fourth night the cellar
was pillaged of its wine and fruits,

“Looks as if it was somebody inside
the house,” said the colonel after we
had been over the ground pretty well.

“Not exactly,” said I, “or why would
they take a rocking chair?”

The party that accompanied me
t‘hrough the house consisted of the

W. J. TURNAGE

Passenger, Baggage and Freight Transfer

Bus meets trains and boats and takes
passengers anywhere in town. Baggage
and freight delivered promgtly. Any or-
Jers for me Jeft at office of

peight & Co. |,

or Phone No. 115, will receive prompt | W

“tention.

GREENVILLE’S

TONSORIAL PARLOR,
Opposite J. B, Cherry & Co.

8. J. NOBLES, Proprietor.
[have newly furnished my shop

and am prepared to give the best||§

service to be ‘had. Cos
specialty. 8.J. NO

efies a
LES.

. HE UP TO-DATE

i BARBER SHOP

as m oyed near Five Points and lo-
wted io the new brick building.
Come give us a call, we think
we can please you.

J H. DAVIS.

That Suit

Would look better and
last longer if you bring
it down and have it

Cleaned and Pressed

The work that I do
speaks for itself, and I
am Tready to serve you
promptly at all times.

PAUL METRICK
The Tailor,

n e o ——— —

Sour
Stomach

No appetite, loss of strength,
nervousness, headache, constipation,
bad breath, general debility, sour ris-
ings, and catarrh of the stomach are
all due to indigestion, Kodol cures
indigestion, This new discovery repre-
sents the natural juices of digestion
as they exist in a healthy stomach,
combined with the greatest known tonic
and reconstructive properties. Kodol
Dyspepsia Cure does not only cure In-
digestion and dyspepsia, but this famous
remedy cures all stomach troubles by
cleansing, purifying, sweetening and
strengthening the mucous membranes
lining the stomach,

®

Kodol

DIGESTS WHAT YOU EAT

Gives Health to the Bick and
Strength to the Weak, 4

Bottles only, $1.00
e il s, Wi aels 15 508,
Prepared by B. 0. DeWitt & Co,, Ohicago.

JNO. L;, WOOTEN,

I NEVER BAW ANYTHING 80 LOVELY.”

colonel and his wife, the oldest daugh-
ter, a girl of fifteen, and the colonel’s
private secretary, Willlam Winter,

. “This is the window they got in at
the first night,” said Winter, pointing
to a bay window on the ground floor
leading out of the dining room. “And
this is the one they got in at the other
nights,” pointing to another big win-
dow that was in the staircase hall
alongside the front door,

“Why didn't they always enter at the
same window?’ 1 asked carelessly.
| “That’s what bothers me,” —said
Winter, “but you can go see for your-
gelf that they didn’t,”” polnting to tram-
pled places under both of the windows.
| “You see it was this way,” sald the
colonel, “We were greatly alarmed the
first night when the silver was taken,
and we set a watch over the things.
From that night to the present this
house has been steadily guarded from
the iuside every night, from dark until
daylight. And yet we hgve had three
robberles during that time. It is the
strangest thing 1 ever saw, and I'd
glive $500 to catch the burglars.”

+ “Are they operating anywhere else
in Ridgewood ?"

“Yes,” sald Winter promptly, “they
tried to steal some things out of the
church last night, and a week ago they
broke intp the offjce of the gas com-
Dﬂll)‘-"

“Are you familiar there?’ 1 asked.

“Yes,” sald Winter,

“One thing more, colouel, before I
go,” 1 sald. “WIill you tell me the
name of the person who was on guard
in your house the last three nights?”

I “1 was the person,” sald Winter,

® Al right, colonel,” 1 said. *1 am
going back to tlo city today to stay
about a weeh Lut 1 will be buck
Christmas eve, ol then 1 will look up
your thief for yuu  And, by the way,
you might get ready for your Christ:
mas tree, for 1 expect to give you all
your things back in wlwe for your
Christmas celebratipn.”

The colonel looked skeptical and Win-
ter "shook his head sadly

“Don’t you think you had better stay
bere if you are going to look for him 7"
nsked the colonel. " !

“No,” 1 sald. “It Isn't necessary.
Good day, you can look for me Christ
mas eve."”

1 sald goodby, but | didn't leave
Ridgewood after all. 1 only went
awn: fer esnugh to hide myself in a
certaln ltue notel o the little town,
and there 1 waited and watched- did
a8 slick detective work us I ever did
fn my life, even In a big eity on the
biggest robbery 1 ever bad,

Christmas eve found me, not in the
colonel's home, but out In the cold,
frosty alr, looking Into the window of
e little cottage. The cottage was the
end one in a row of wooden houses,
each with a grass plot around it. It
belonged to Willlamn Winter, private
gecretary to Colonel Payne; and in the
cottage Hved Winter and Lis wife and
Winter's wife's mother; nlso slx lttle

Winters varying in age all the way
from four to twalve years, :
“I pever saw anything so lovely in
all my life, papa,” the oldest Winter
girl was saying as | pressed my nose

against the glass and peered in throngh |

the narrow strip between the window
sash and the casement.

There inside of the room stood a
little Christmas tree upon a big box,
and upon theé tree and all around the
foot of it stood dozens of beautiful
Christmas gifts. Such a Christmas
tree you never saw! There were little
things in silver—spoons, forks, after
dinner cofices and knives, and there
was 4 rocking chair, also several little
footstools and little articles of bric-a-
brac, all newly covered with cheap
chintz. And there were toys. Ob, 8o
many toys! Aud upon the table at the
side of the tree stood the best of wines
and Christmas fruits,

“How sweet of you, Will!” Winter's
pretty wife said as she threw her arms
around his neck and kissed him. “How
did you ever guess that I wanted all
those silver things for the table?’

“And did any one ever see such a
gon-in-law ¥” cried the old lady as her
eyes fell upon the table" with the wine
and fruits.

“I have got the goodest papa in the
world,” yelled the six year old, while
the others chimed in “Yeth” as they
made a dive for the toys.

“I could sit in this rocking chair for
a week,” murmured Winter's wife,
rocking herself back and forth with
her foot on the gayly covered footstool,
“f it wasn’t that I felt as if I wanted
to get up and kiss you again,” she
said to Winter for the twentieth time
as she looked around.

“Now go to bed, all of you,” cried
Winter, “and something extra for the
one who starts first. Don’t let me
bear a word from you again until to-
morrow morning at breakfast, and
then we'll have Christmas all day.”

He hustled them out of the room, and
when I tapped on the door there was
no one left downstairs to open it but
he.

“Well, what are you going to do
about it?’ I asked, stepping into the
room and pointing to all the Christmas
things.

“I wdon’t know,” said he, dropping
down by the table and hiding his face

in his hands. “I don’t know, I am sure.

It will kill bher if you tell her.”

“What made you take them?’ 1
asked. 4

“Because he's got so much he doesn't
know what to do with it,” sald Winter.
“So 1 took them all easy like and
thought it would blow over in a few
days. You see, we have so many ba-
bies in our family,” he added, “that
there wasn't much left this year for
Christmas, and the children have been
talking about it every day for the last
three months. It broke my heart to
think I'd have to disappoint them, so I
did the best I could for them.”

“You watched the house all night for
the colonel, did you?”

“Yes, except for about an hour; long
enough to slip over here with an arm-
fu«lo"

“Well, what are you going to do
about it?”

“God knows; I don't,” he repeated.
“It will kill her if you tell her.”

“Do you want me to arrest you to-
night, or will you wait until morning?"

“Christmas day!” he exclaimed,
breaking down and beginning to ery
like a baby. “I know I'm a wretch.
Only .kill me—do anything; but don’t
tell her.”

It might have been that the spirit of
Christmas was in the air. Perhaps
the thought of those six little ch{ldren
and that sweet faced wife had a
gtronger influence than they should
have had over a detective’s heart. But
I said to him, “Well, bundle up the
things and come along with me, and
we'll see what we can do about it.”

We looked like two Santa Clauses
ourselves as we slipped along the
streets, choosing bylanes and cross
paths to the Payne resldence.

We got into the triangular lawn by a
rear path and stole softly up to the
house. There was the dining room
brilliantly lighted and in the middle
stood a tree all bare and waliting for
gifts, just as 1 told the colonel to ar-
range it,

There was no one in the room, and
after 1 had pried up the sash we stole
in together. Therc was only just time
to drop our packages on the floor at the
foot of the tree and to rush away again
before the colonel's danughter came in.

“Oh, papa,” she cried, “here are
some presents for us.”

But | beard no more just then, for I
was busy helping poor Winter get

away.  An bLour later 1 rang the
colonel's front door hell. Ie opened
the door himself.

“Come right in” said he. "1 guess

you are a wizard tonight, Just after
we got the Christmas tree set up and
while we were upstairs getting our
presents together to hang on the tree
thé thief came back und left the Christ-
mas presents.” ¢

“Everything there?” 1 asked.

“Everything,” saild he, “down to the
last teaspoon. We have counted them
all. Poor fellow,-iec must have had a
guilty consclence, and when it came
Chrigtmns eve be squared it with him-
self by sending back all e bad stolen,"”

“Strange!” sald 1. :

“Very strange,” sald the colopel. “1'd
like, if 1 knew who the thief was, to
gond him something for a Christmas
preseut, just as n reward for hig con-
gelence.  As It 18 1 ask you, detective,
not to look bim up. He has evidently
turned over a new leaf this Clristmas
eve.” :

“Evidently,” said L.

“Now, detective” sald the colonel, “1
am going to ask you to stay with us
over Christmas and enjoy a nice holl:

day. And so that we can all have an'

extra @ne day 1 am going to send one

of the boys over to Winter's bouse

tonlght with these things so that he
ean have n merry Christmas as well as
the rest of us”~Minneapolls Tribune,
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Dry Goods, Notions,

"GOODS AT

As I am'going O;lt of business, I wm, :
for the next tew weeks ofter all my ,
stock of © | } A j

Shoes, Hats, &c.
- AT COST : ,

For Cash, Also a lot of Btaple Groeeries that will be sold at reduced
prices. This is a chance for bargains if you come before the goods are
gone. ‘#&~NO MORF GOODS BOL" ON CREDIT."&u !

Qo %
mm mmm :n

All parties indebted to me are reqnusted to settle at onob. All
accounts not settled by Jan, 1st will be placed in hands of an attorney.

J. 5. EDWARDS

AT TUCKER’S STORE, NEAR GREENVILLE.
TN T T AN TP TP IO
& o : =3
Harrington,
Barber & Co.

ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR

SANTA CLAUS.

Everything you want in
Confectioneries. Also Toys
and Fireworks. Come to
see us. We will be pleased’
to serve you at prices as
low as the lowest.

Yours to please,

HARRINGTON, BARBER & CO.
£ Winterville, N. C.
MNNNNNNNMMWNMNNMNNNN&

Have You Forgot?

What? twrrovasmsor
Dry Goods, Dress Goods, Shoes
Hats, Shirts, Pants, Hardware

® AND A NUMBER OF OTHER THING
Tinware, "
WHICH I AM UNABLE TO MENTION

Come to see me for your next Barrel of Flour or Pork.
Yours to please: :

=]as. B, White.

PP PPPEFETETETEEYYS

HEARNE & CO.

Country Produce,

AVANAVAANAANALAMANALANALAMANALANAL I
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Groceries, Provisions,

Fruits, Candies, Tobacco and Cigars.

Agents for Wilbur’s Horse, Cattle and Poultry Food.

A dollar spent with us a
dollar’'s worth of satisfac-

Fruit Jars.
tion every time. If it doesn't

for YOU bring back the stuff and get your dollar.

Santa Claus
is making his _ Confectioneries & Fruits

e AT N

JOHNSTON BR¢ 'S

They huve a full supply of everything in this line
for the little folks and the large ones, too. The
Iurfest assortment “of Candies in town Nuts,
?i. ein‘;, Cakes, Apples, Oranges, Dates, Bananas,
8, &o. iy

’ They also have everything nice in the way of
fixings for yourChristMas dinner—Canned Goods,
Jellies, Pickles, Cranberries, Prunes, the best of

. Flour, the finest Butter, in fact anything usually

found in a first class grocery. You only have to
call or ring phone 120 and your wants will be

promptly. sapplied. | | ;
JOHNSTON BROS.
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A TROPICAL, |
CHRISTHAS

 How the Day of Days Is Cele-
# bnud In Jamaica

—,

HRISTMAS with the mercury
at U5 degrees in the shade and
soaring away out of sight

day- L
And these are the words I heard him
say: '

l CHANCED into Santa Claus' home one

“Ah, me, the times, the manners, the men!
It used to be all so different when

. {
“I was a young man in the long ago
And sped with my reindeer over the snow.

“Then every home in every land
Gave unto me always a welcome hand,

For We€ are on our wa to when exposed in the open!| '‘And chimneys then in the days gone by
i b 2 The burning, almost boiling, rayge of | WG ML URGRE MUC A qra
- ; ) : the sun beat: vertleally down from & | *And the stockings they used were the old
‘ ‘ v \ 7 deep blue dome of sky that is untlecked fashioned kind, ‘4
@ | , Lived in Greenville he would bo sure | ¥ & single fim of cloud, and reflect | All hung in-a row and so easy 1o find,
: to patronize the Greenville Steam | back with added intensity of suffering | «phen the gifts were so simple and all in
. Laundry. Why% Because they turn | beat from the parched, baked aud good taste,
: out onl{)et.he best work, Try them and | eracked earth and from the surface of | From the gingerbread man to the dall
! ! ; get the best. a sea that shimmers like molten lead. mada 9. Dante.
' ; ; i S T Christmas in a land-of perpetual sum- | “But now it's so different. Helgho, hear
. ' mer, and a hot wave at that, where a me sigh!
- linen suit teels like a buffalo robe and | ! i, LMk e e o
by an the mere thought of a blazing Yule :
: | @ . log almost induces an attack of fever! | “For now I'm kept busy from early till
The calendar may Insist that it is the late
25th of December, but to a stranger Inmy WPRAN PAMRTER.0.he up te et
’ . R from the north, says a newspaper cor- | “I've trimmed my old beard in the new
i Al y J easons respondent from Kingston, Jamaica, te Vandyke style,
/ : ~ whom the word “Christmas” has a [APd Instead of a laugh I've a simpering
A . d ' Jingle of sleighbells and the sharp, .
; : might‘ be given why you should | keen ring of skate blades on the ice, % :
there is no real Christmas in the 7%
.o comme tous for it strange countries of the tropics. o ":""
L Th 1 B In Kiugston, the capital of Jamaies, Hig, wa AR
j ere lS nO O er Chrlstmas GOOds the preparations for ‘Christmas begin '
g ® | several weeks before the event. The 2
' v shopkeepers lay in extra supplies and f?\ A
® ® The main reason is' that we provide+ speeial attractions, pretty AN g )
ace l e lt have just what the good house- much after the mauner of the New | ¥ # \
vl o keeper wants and our prices York stores. Among other things they
o A o ””‘&r‘zgg;ve i ki impor‘l hll.‘}:'.’e qummltivalof m\\"t:c‘ttu;a‘t: 7 ’v
. breakfast cereals—Oat Meal, and ()andus from ondon, New Yor
" Farce, Grape Nuts, Malta and Paris, including chocolate crcqml
Thﬂe you get all your wants Vita, Buckwheat in 5e. pack- and other confectionery which New
L 24 ages, gonden?vd Mill]( ixfx be. onrk:‘rs are lﬂccustm;xedJ to 1gottim;x A 4y
cans that is the equal of the “fresh every hour.” In Jamalca you 5
supphed’ nO matter how Iarge Or finest to be had. ; are reasonably sure of getting these
ll C() l e Seeded Raisins, Currants, delicacies fresh every Christmas. s,
sma . me ear y and aVOld the Citrons and all such things Chocolate grows in great abundance
rush ‘ needed for cake making: all over the island, but it must go to L/ :
. . London or Paris or New York to be
' FrUItS and Confectlons manufactured into candy, or even into 3
the preparations for breakfast bever: R
of almost every kind vyou can ages. That is one of the expensive FLiING anfree
mention. Come and see what peculiarities of the country. The Al
a nice line we have and learn Christiuas market is the great feature
the prices, and we will be sure of the day, and almost the principal
to get your order for Christ- event of the year in a certain sense. s
s Everybody goes to market on Christ- 4
W. H. mas day, and between the hours of 6
. and 9 in the morning all the fashion
8 U gh l nghOU Se and beauty of the island’s capital are on 4
AND SON. dress parade through Vietoria market. I

W e e

PULLEY & BOWEN

& | | sire first-class service to come to see us In ou

ENTRAL BARBER SHOP.

nave moved my Barber Shop to the

shop fn front of Munford's new big

store. have also assoclated with me

Julius Fleming, who has been wnrkln} wit
me for a long time, We have fitted up for t+
handsomes ‘shop In the town, and offer th
public the best service ever offered here, W
appreciate highly the liberal patronage we hav
réceived in the past. We cordially invite a!
of our past customers and all ethers who de

new shop, We intend to please you and wi’
doso jess of oxpense or labor. We are
ready at all times to accommodate vou with
first-class shave or hair cut,

EDMUNDS & FLEMING
ppo tiiMafor's Blg Stavg

All persons who are indebted to the
Pitt county Buggy Company are re-
quested to come forward and settle at
once and save cost of collection.

EDWARDS & COBB.

The stalls in the market are gayly
decorated with flags, bunting, palm
branches, colored paper, tinsel and an

“I'VE CEASED TO .WEAR ALL MY OLD
FASHIONED CLOTHES.”

“Yes, 1've ceased to wear all my old fash-
joned clothes,

And I've got on long shoes with the sharp
pointed toes,

“And my reindeer and robes and my beau-
titul sleigh

With my gingerbread presents are all lai
away,

“For I ride nowadays on a bicycle swift
And I'm puzzled to know what to bring
for a gift

“To the girls fin de slecle, and ar for the

A i e boys,
o . They've no use at all for my old fashioned
NOTICE. toys, .

“And the houses have changed. In those
things called a flat
I'm kept busy guessing just where I am

at,

¢ it “Excuse me now, pleage, it I speak very
smial Offerings in every depﬂrtment Of Our StOre. Nou“ I've lc“c:\r]nn to my last and my cruelest
ce. blow,

The season is well under way and the weather has been too mild. Our stock is larger than it
should be, and to relieve this we are offering special inducements in the substantial form of clip-

ping off a nice portion of the selling prive. ~Remember odr guarantee—if for any rcason your pur-
chase don’t suit, we cheerfully refund your money.

There will soon bea change in
the firm of the John Flavagan
Buggy Co., and all persons indeb
ted to us are requested fo settle at

“*"T'is the worst, though what I have told
you is bad;

My wife has acquired the new woman
fad!"

And those were the words I heard him

. once, By 8o doing you will save wn'™ . ;
36-inoh Tafeta Silk, every yard Infants’ Woolen Bhirts from 25c. us trouble and yourself cost. 0 % Shanced in Santa Claus’ home

to boe.

R. GREENE,

~Detroit News-Tribune.

guaranteed. Yoluk’can’t eeb' aznbé 0. HooKER
- thing better in silk, vo Men’s extra heavy Fleece Lined Sent 20. 1902, ' AN ODD BELGIAN CUSTOM.
matter what the prioe > Undershirts, gray, blue and eream R V) A —
99.inch Taffeta Silk. We are  atdbe. s piece. See them before STRAY TAKEN UP, bl a7 b 1 s e

making a leader of this, and want
you to compare it with other $1.00
silks; you will find it as 75C
good and the price oniy y

buying. .
+One Jot Linen Collars to close
out; former price, 10 SC CaCh

and 15 cents; now

A black yearling has been with my
stock since the first of May, last. The
vearling is marked with two slits in
right ear and swallow fork in left.
Tips of horns white and some white in

A NATIVE DUDE IN HOLIDAY DRESS,

abundante of flowers. A brass band
occuples a prominent position in the
market bullding and discourses music
of great volume aund variety and more

In some old Belgian towns a beau-
tiful spectacle may be seen on Christ-
mas eve, Amid the sound of drum,
eornet, eymbal and a whole orchestra
of instruments, with the chanting of

1} yard wide Heavy S'irtiog,all utton Shoes tail. Owner is notified to call for| OF less melody. After the crowds falr | earols, n Jong, gayly decked procession
b «'00[, in tan,oxford and light gray; Hoc: 'l:);lgfmig B "o same and an expenses inclirred, Iy take possession of the market the | marches through the principal streets—
we have the very best that P QSC. pair BRAM JOHNSON, | performance of the band appears to be | children of all ages, each division

o W

R

waﬁnﬁuwmmx’m! POV i
o - Boys’ Fleece-Lined Undershirts, -

5.

T
e -

can be had to sell at l‘OO

Ladies’ Kid Gloves,black,white,
tan, mode, gray, in fact all shades.

1.60;to close out at

Oope lot of Men’s Top Shirts,
some worth 756 and some 50 ceats;

At the Marion Johnson place, 3 miles
from Greenville, north side of river,

NOTIUE,

mostly pantomimle, for nothing made
by the band of man can for o moment
compete in nolse producing capacity
with the average Jamalean negro,

dressed in its special color (white, blue,
pink or yellow), and all bearing some
badge or emblem or grasping some
bright ribbon attached to shrine or

ust an oda lot and must The We sgr0's great weak- | eruc The e
We take ial in selecting Jus The price § 35C0 Notice is hereby given that I will The “'"U"'”“" uegro's great weak- | crucifix. ‘The effect of grouping and
th “ %y Il‘lt m wld' e p ce 8 "]&kﬂ appn(oah“| ‘N‘fl)l’t‘ thp l;”ard ()f Dess is a ‘”‘“ of By “P[”"'('l, next is a color Is very ﬂr“ﬂ“('. ll"rc ﬂnd th&l‘e
; ¥ Loo wﬁe Lave the nicest line oF La- County Commissioners, at their meet, predilection for ceremoniousuess, and In the throng older, stronger hands

values in every pair at

64-inch all linen full bleached
Table Tamask, fine and heavy and

Ladies Vest, full size, sli seams

t:;u;d thhozl u:ktho ver; 250.

Ladies Wool White Vests, fine
and soft: if you are looking for

e Lo o B85 pilly

Ouve lot of Ladies’ fasi black

o

all sizes, don’t fail to
mm at

&

n

gy

3

* Button Shoes, worth

dies’ and Men’s Bhoes to be found
anywhere. Our 1.50 shoe is made
of high grade dongola and is guar-
anteed to be the best for the price
that can be had. ,

Our 2.00 and 2 50 Shoes can’t be
beaten anywhere., Be sure to see
onr 8hoes before yon buy,

Lot of Children’s and Misses’

1.50; to close out 1 '00

Our line of Ohildren’s Shoes is
attractive and of the latest d esigns
prices are right.

Hats. A big line of men’s and
bor’ hats in all the latest shapes.
Prices that will suit you,

’s and Boys’ Clothing.

glb.hhd in order to close the entire stock of Clothing out we are offer-
than former prices, as we are going out of the Clothing business,

ing on first Monday in January, 1903
for licenses to retall liquor at Cobb's
store, in Beayer Dam township.
E. 8. STICKLAND.
This Nov. 20th, 1902,

- -

W hen it t;omes to waltzing the
awkard man gets there with both

feet.

If you feel il and need a pill

Why not purchase the best?

DeWitt’s Early Risers

Are little surprisers,

Take one—they do the rest.

W. F. Howell, Houston, Tex.,
writes—I have nsed Little Early
Riser Pills in thy family. for con-
stipation, sick headache, ete. To
their use I am indebted for the
health of my family,

o

*

A dck man is always in favor of
a constitutional amendment,

Many smokers are sying they
get no better B cent cigar any

the most prominent aflliction Is garrul-
ity. In the crowd that surges past one
through the market and the surround-
ing streets may be seen every varlety
of apparel known to civilized and un-
civillged man, © The country people
wenr little or wothing, thgy coolles un
little as uothing, but the town negro
wears everything lie or she can put
on, without any regard whatever to the
climatic couditions. “They take (heir
notlous from ‘the Euglish fashion pa
pers, nhd heavy woolen clothing s all
the style, The writer has even seen
lﬁulo@nn wort ln Kingston on a day
when' the thermometer registered W0
degrees in the shode.  Here bs o stylish
saddie coloed geatlenni wearing loud
cliech trousers, patept leather sliocs, a
ptriped fMannel shirf of three colors, n
erimgon snd Black sash around  his
walst. o blue English erleketing cap on
Lis head, 1o Lis Lawd Le enrvies an
fmmense caue, while scrowed Into his
left eye 1w u elreular plece of perfectly
plaln wlass, through which be glaves
ston'ly on the throng  Not leng dyo
the single eyegloss bocuine very popu
lar ninong Kingston  soelely darkios,
but they conld uot get along with the

bear aloft preclous relles, upon which
the spectators reverently gaze. Many
novel features come into view as the
procession passes along, but the pret-
tiest slght Is the train of beautiful chil-
dren In fastastic dress marching over
the flower strewn pavement, each
small person gravely absorbed in the
special part it performs. — Pittsburg
Dispateh,

CANDLESTICKS AS GIFTS,

Antlgue Treasnres Which May Be
Found In Junkshops,

Candlesticks are decorative, utilitart-
#a and thoroughly good form. What,
then, conld he more aceeptable for
Christois pifts?

A pair of highly polished brass can-
dlesticks give an alr of distinction to
even the humblest surroundings, Thelr
poligh reflects the thrift of the house-
keeper, and thele presence denotes her
good taste,

The genunine antigue candlesticks,
with thelr quaint, simple outlines, are
preferuble to the wore modern affales
that are apt to be o trifle too ornate
for really good effect, The candlesticks

; Insros that mngutied. so ko enter | may often be bought | kshops for
§ enfeavored to sell the best goods, rather than the cheapest  Isn’t i€ worth| where than “Phe Keflector,” and | beime oot o Nt L | AT RERL N TVNEE O e i
T 8 ‘ li X . / . ) “»Umnu merchant dmported o ot of ¢ire | thele gross welght, nnd many beautiful
hat whatever you buy here will be sold to yon for just what it really ist| for a twofer “Havaza Orook" JUSUS cular pleces of plaln witndow  glags, | specimens Laye been pleked up in this 3
DPIO We are, an verand industrious col

' . 4
: m kjW‘swre we are keeping. Come to see us|leads the procession, These brands| sud alb the dudes wore thew Lapplly | way by the ¢l
W o found ouly at Reflector Book Store | and Idiotically lector~ New Yok Jourual,

. ;
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Run your eyes down

*  lignted to have.

Gloves
Raincoat
Suit

Overcoat
Muffler
kerchiefs
penders
Cap

troubles-and we'll fix

Will soon be here. The usual problem con-
fronts,you—same old trouble as last yvear.
«I¢’s‘hard to find things to give men.”
If you find it so a visit here will help you
to decide and afford you relief. Our store
is full of articles for a man’s Christmas.

tainly strike something he would be de-
Night Robe

Collars

White Vest

When Christmas Shopping we would be
pleased to have you come here with your

N |
s

this list—you will cer-

Shirts
Shirt Protector

Neckwear,
Cuffs

Hosiery
Hand-
Sus-

Umbrella

“him”’ out.

FRANK

WILSON,

. The King Clothier.

SHORT LOCAL ITEMS |

Snap Shots at Home News Put £
in Few Words for Busy Readers {7

" Nice oysters at Old Joe Forbes.
If its groceries you'd better try
Hearne & Co,

When you want groceries go to
Jesse Starkeys.

See the ‘‘Whistling Boy” at
Wooten’s Drug Store.

Drink Digestinefor your stomach
sake, at all fountains.

Xmas cards, calendars and book-
lets at Mrs. Higgs.’

Wedding and Christmas presente
of all kinds at E. E. Griffin’s

You should see the display of
china, bisqueware, and bric a brac

at Mrs. Higgs.’

For the best groceries at reason-
able prices visit W. H. Laughing-
house & Son.

Onyx and other beautiful clocks,
very thing for Chrismas presents,
at E. E. Griffin’s.

Anything you want to eat, chew
or smoke at Hearn & Co, and toys
for Santa Claus.

If you want a nice Bible for a
Christmas present you cau find it
at Refleetor Book Store.

Something nice for Christmas
presents are the handsome watches
and rings at E, E. Griffin’s.

Compare prices on Christmas
presents at other places, then go
to E. E. Griffin’s and he will be
sure to sell you.

Fruits, nuts, raisins, candies,
toys, wagons, guns, dolls, and
other Xmas specialties cheap at
Samuel M. Shultz’s.

Prettiest live of silverware ever
shown in Greenville, elegant selec:
tions for Christmas and wedding
presents, at E. E- Griffin’s

Come to Washington for your
dressed lumber, Our plaining
mill at west end of Becond street,

T. ELwoop vomMLy & Co.

A Parker Fountain Pen makes
an ideal Christmas present. The)
are the best make and sold with a
guaraotee, Nice lot to select from
at Reflector Book Store,

Boarders Wanted—I will be pre-
pared to take a few boarders,
beginning Jan. 1st, ut my residence
on Dickinson ayenue, Apply at
once Mis. M, HARRISS.

Confidential—Apy young man
or young lady wanting to make u
special order for a Christmas pres-
ent should see E. E. Griffin in the
rxt few days. Don’t wait too

te.

You will be pleased with every
purchase youn. make of W. H,
Laughinghouse & Bon. Their
usual stock: of staple auvd fancy
groceries has received specinl
additions for the Xwmas trade

The Weather.
For North Carolina:

Fair tonight and Friday, -

Just one week and its here

| —christmas.

Finest Nuts and Raisins :it

# | Johuston Bros.

25 boxes fine Florida Oranges

2 | at Johneton Bro.

Miss Lina Sheppard’s music
class will give a ‘‘Message of the
Season’’ at her music room Friday
night. Patrons cordially iovited.

“Lady Fiogers’” and ¢‘Nigger
Toes’’ at Jonston Bros.

Ed. H. Shelburn, the toy man,
invites you to fall in line with the
procession to his store and see the
big stock of toys and Christmas
goods; see advestisment.

Get your boy a wagon for Christ-
mas; all sizes at Johnston Bros.

Xmas presents galore in a nice
line of jewelry just receivedat Mrs,
Higgs.” Engraving on purchases
withont extra cost. Anything de-
sired nol in stock can be had by
order in 2 or 3 days.

See Johnston Bros, advestisment
on pdge 6, before you make your

Christmas purchases,

We send this 8 page paper today
to all our semi-weekly subscribers
80 a8 to give them the benefit of
the christmas reading. This will
take the place of the semi-weekly
issue for tomorrow.

Everything nice to go in your
Christmas cake, at Johnsten Bros,

For amunition for your Xmas
shooting go to J. R. Corey,the har-
ness man.

The tobacco market - closes
tomorrow, 19th for the holidays
and will open again Jan. bth,

For anything in hardware, see
J. R. Corey, the harness man.

An effort to meet the special re:
(uirements of the holiday trade
bas resulted in many inducements
to the prospective customer at the
Misses Erwins,

Proans—Parties wishing to buy
some of these fine home grown
pecan nuts will leave their order
with L. H, Pender.

A glass or two of water taken
half an bour before breakfast will
nsually keep the bowels regular,
Harsh cathartics should be avoid-
ed- When a purgative is needed,
take Chamberlain’s Stomach and
Liver Tablets, They are mild and
gentle in their action. For sale
by Wooten’s Drug Btore, Green
ville, Furmville Pharmaey, Farm-
ville.

Many smokers are saying they
get no better 5 cent cigar avy-
where than ‘“The Reflector,” and
for a twofer ‘‘Havana Crook’ just
leads the procesgion, These brands
found ovly at Reflector Book Btore

We have just opened the pretti-
est and most useful line of goods in
silver, china, pictures &c that we
bave ever shown, see them before
they are picked over,

Wooten’s Drug Store,

All ure cordially 1nvited to ex-
umine Mrs, Higgs’ holidaydisplay.
Be sire to eall before making your
Xwas purchases, Store open o
night,

Talk

cannot do better than consult the

stock always on

i AR SO

Neckwear

Styles aré variable, but the well-
dressed man must keep up ‘with
them. When you are in doubt
as to just the proper thing, you
fashions displayed at our store.

Neckwear is a small item, but as important as any part of a gentle-
man's wardrwbe. A shipment of 42 dozen ties is just in, including
the very latest in materials and make-up. A selection from this
lot insures the satisfaction one gets from up-to-date goods.

C.S.FORBES

Dealer in Satisfaction. A large

hand.

-

R. L. DAvis

R. A. TysoN, Vice-President,

Bank - G

, PRESIDENT
J. L. LiTTLE, Csshier

reenville,

REENVILLE, N, C,

Statement of The Bank of Greenville, Greenville, N. C., at the

Qarolina Corporation Commission.

close of business Sept. 15th, 1902,

cendensed from report to North

Resources:
Loans and Discounts $164,566.29
Overdrafts 9,676.14
Furniture & Fixtures  2,093.86

Due from Banks and
Bankers 126,939.23.
Cash Ttems 6,201.76
Oash’in Bank 26,240.41
$335,617.68

§ Liabilities:

Capital SBtock paid in $25,000.00
Surplus, 15,000.00
Undivided Profits less

Expenses Paid
Deposits

3,814.81
291,802.87

$335,617.68

Oareful attention given to all business entrusted to us.

Try it

You can’t eat too much if you drink “DIGESTINE.”

S —————————— A O O O S A

Givers of

popular drug store.

elties, etc.

@ priced. Our line of

- Candies.

Nichols.

L

Christmas Gilfts
Can solve the vexing problem of
“what to give” by visiting our

We have

made an especial effort this sea-

son to provide for your Christmas
wants in the way of presents, nov-

Bear in mind, we sell

no trash. Every article that we

offer you is first-olass—we don’t
handle any other kind. Our stock

figh Grade. JEWELRY

is complete and very attractively

.
Bryan and

“DIGESTINE IS A WINNER.

{.

L

SOLID GOLD STICK PINS |

is the finest for miles around. Ster-
ling silver and ebony mounted Toi-
let sets that are beauties—just the
very thing for ‘‘my lady’s bou-
doir.” Perfamery of a high grade.
Holiday Stationery that is ap-
proved by the cream of society,
Hundreds of beautiful and useful
articles for holiday presents.

Merschaum and French Briar
Pipes from famous makers. This
is a present that will please almost
any man who uses tobacco.

We are agents for Nunally’s

e

QuNsasi(,, ‘doAw]) sejndod pus Adu 3y} Jo nm—sﬁml-!uo 1nny 193D

At all fountains, 5 cents

Madam Amae.

The Celebrated Mediom and
Scientific Palmist, late of Norfolk,
is now located in Greenville
She reads life from cradle to grave
with absolute correctness. Gives
name and description of future
husband or wife with date of mar-
riage. She gives valuable advice
on love, courtship, law suits, di-
vorces, absent friends, speculation

and all affairs of life. Drunken-
néss and other evil habits perma-
nently cured by this gifted lady.
All in trouble of any kind are
specially invited to call.

Madame Amae may be seen for
a few days at the Hunter House.

Better 'l'ian a Plaster,

* A piece of flannel dampened
with Chamberlain’s Paio Balm and
bound on the affected parts, is
better than a plaster for a lame
back and for pains in the side or
chzst. Pain Balm has no superior
a8 a liniment for the relief of deep
seated, muscular and rheumatic
pains. Fer sale by Wooteun’s Ding
Store, Greenville, Fayhville Pharm
acy, Farmville, L

PEKSONAL YROPER1Y SALE.

On Tuesday, Dec. 30th, at the John
Proctor Place, 3 miles north of Green-
ville, I will sell at public auction to
the highest bidder, several head of
team, carts, wagons, farming utensils,
fodder, peas, several hogs and cattle,
&o. ’Izerma of sale eash,

* MRS, LYDIA M. PROCTOR.

TONIGHT!
Opera  House.

Little Mary

Creighton
Vaudeville Co.

New Songs, Witty Say-
ings, Champion Dances,
Funny Comedians. ...

Come and Enjoy
yourself.

Prices 25, 35, 50. Reserved
seats on sale at usual

Tafts pecial Sale

Continues on this week. Everybody

Come and examine. Yours for business,

wanting Cheap Goods invited to come.

Prices way down. Goods of every
description carried in our two stores.

Best Linc of Furnifure in
Eastern Carolina.

BUCK’S STOVES--BEST ON.EARTH. DRY GOODS
10 TO 25 PER CENT. Less than regular price




