By Emmanuel N. Jackson,

# WASHINGTON - Community

= leaders from across the country are

commemorating the 40th anniversary

| of the 1964 Civil Rights Act - one of

Politics are about makin

Policy Research examines racial disparities
across a broad

being, housing,

voter

GREENVILLE - Mr. Clifton B.

‘Hickman has announced his candidacy

Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-Md.), Chairman of the CBC

range of indicators and
finds North Carolina minorities ~trail

ites in education, economic well-
Internet access, health, and criminal
justice. The study released in June offers a
series of eight recommendations, to
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the most significant pieces of
legislation passed in this country’s
history.

It established federal precedence
over racially charged state laws,
targeting  illegal hiring practices,

health departments, and a Govemor's
Summit to address. these broad ranging
disparities in the public policy outcomes
for some of the state's population.
"Minorities in North Carolina face
stark disparities in health care they
receive, their educational opportunities,
and even the likelihood that they will be
arrested or executed for a crime," says
Mike MclLaughlin, editor of North
na . Insight, the joumal of the

Research. "As 4 state, we need to bridge
the gap and move from disparity toward

relocation/closing of our major
industries, only to have them replaced
by industries with lesser opportunities
for our Citizens.

Many quality of life factors are
being adversely affected by the drastic
cuts in budget-approprations, for
example, education, social services,
recreations, emergency services, mental

health, services for the senior citizens, .

etc. It becomes quite obvious that we
need individuals on the Pitt County
Board of Commissioners who can
effectively create change and provide
positive leadership in addressing the
needs of Pitt County Gitizens, With
over 14 years of experience as a
member of the Greenville . Human
Relations Council and the Greenville
Utllities ~Commission Board of
Directors and having over 22 years of
professional experience as a manager in

for the Pitt County Board of County Government responsible for

Commissioners (District A) in the July
Election. Election year ' 04' will be
crucial for all Citizens of Pitt County.

We are now experiencing the highest

crime and unemployment rates in the
history of our county. We have lost

good jobs to  the

mSmtyatewide Fath

Douglas C. Fields: Father of the Year
by Mildred A. Council
GREENVILLE, NC - Mr. Douglas
C. Fields was chosen as father of the
year representing the NC Sickle-Cell
Syndrome Program at the Annual
- Father's Summit on June 17-18,2004.

M:e. Fields is foremost a gentle,
Christian giant who is married to a
wonderful woman and they are the
proud parents of seven child;cn, four
of whom were bom with Sickle-Cell
Disease. They lost their eldest son to
Sickle-Cell Disease in 1991. Today,
three children are adults; one, a
"daughter with Sickle-Cell Anemia is a
junior at ECU. They also have a

four major program areas that include
some 99 staff with a 94 million dollar
budget, Mr. Hickman is well qualified
to be a member of the Pitt County
Board of Commissioners. Mr.
Hickman received an Associate in Arts
Degree from Craven Community

North

unlawful voter registration tactics

and  discrimination in  public
places. Advertisement
"The Civil Rights Act of 1964

just didn’t pass. It just didn’t
happen,” said Rep. John Lewis
(D-Ga). “It took many years and
‘many months of struggle on the part
of a disciplined and organized
movement  that  created a
climate—created an environment for
action on the part of the
president...and the Congress.”

Lewis, former chairman of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), was punched,
kicked and spat upon during street
protests rooted in righting the
wrongs  of America's officially
legislated hostility toward Blacks in
the South during the 1960s.

A commemoration of the bill’s
passage involved members of the
Congressional Black * Caucus who
gathered on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial Friday to both hail passage
of the bill and to pay homage to
Martin Luther King, Jr. It was there
that King delivered his classic "I
Have a Dream" speech during the
historic 1963 March on Washington
~ a gathering of nearly a million
people that heavily. influenced
members of Congress into passing
the bill the following year.

patity if we hope to move forward."
According to the US. Census,
North Carolina's population grew 21
percent from 6.6 milion in 1990 to
more than 8 million in 2000. The state's
population is now 72.1 percent white,
216 percent African Ametican, 4.7
percent Hispanic 1.4 percent Asian, and
12 percent Native American. The
census indicates that all minorities

Ameticans together now account for
nearly one-third (289 percent) of the

College, a Bachelor's and a Master's
Degree of Social Work from East
Carolina University, and he has
completed 70 hours towards an

Carolina's

“Today, we have come to this
hollowed spot to remind America of
the fierce urgency of now,” said Rep.
Elijah @ i (D-Md.),
Chairman of the CBC. “This is no
time to engage in luxuty of cooling
off or taking the tranquilizing drug
of gradualism.

* Now is the time to rise from the
dark and desolate valley of
segregation to sunlit path of racial
justice. Now is the time to open
doors of opportunity to all of God’s
children."

Cummings was followed by Del.
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.
who told BET.com that "African
Americans have been the leader in
the development of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964" She said "the
celebration of the Act must be joined
with a determination to seek a
renewal of the national commitment
to civil rights enforcement."

Norton, who, like Lewis,
marched and protested, said: "I was
in the streets trying to get our
country to pass the [legislation]."

Norton was
chairwoman  of the  Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commussion in 1977 by President
Jimmy Carter. The agency
created under Title VII of the ’64
Civil Rights Act. The other areas

g policy ...and these are the issues

African Americans in NC still face Stark

RALEIGH - In a report unprecedented
in scope, the N.C. Center for Public

state’s population. Between 1990 and
2000, the Asian population in the state
grew by 128 percent. However, the
Hispanic population grew by 394
percent, the largest percentage growth
of any state in the country.

The Center's study is thought to be
the first effort to bring so many
measures of racial and ethnic disparities
in public policy outcomes into focus in
one report. The Center timed the reledse

the 50th Anniversary of the US.
Supreme Court's decision in Brown vs.

Associate Degree in  Business
Administration at Pitt  Community
College. Mr. Hickman is currendy
employed with the Edgecombe County

appointed §

was

Complimentary Issue

Please Take One

(Retail Value: §0 Cents)

targeted by the bill include:
TITLE I - Voting Rights

TITLE II Injunctive Relief
Against Discrimination in Places of
Public Accommodation

TITLE III -- Desegregation of
Public Facilities

TITLE IV - Desegregation of
Public Education

TITLE V - Commission on Civil
Richts

Greenville, NC was the hosf city for the National Freewu DapusL was’

TITLE, VI - Nondiscrimination in
Federally Assisted Programs
TITLE VII -- Equal Employment
Opportunity

With the country celebrating this
breakthrough legislation that changed
America, do you think African
Americans are taking full advantage of
the Civil Rights Act? Have people
become complacent  about
liberties> Have you benefited?

held recently at the new convention center. Pictured left and right of

Congressional Candidate, G. K. Butterfield is Host Bishop

A. H

Hartfield, and National President, Bishop J. E. Reddick. See pictorial on

page 6 Photo: Jim Rouse

Board of Education, that desegregated
the nation's public schools. Center
director Ran Coble says, "We thought it
was time to take stock of where we are
in North Carolina - not just in
education, but also in economic
well-being, housing, health, voting
participation, Internet access,, and
criminal justice. "And what we found
ate gaps by race and ethnicity in all these
areas that we must bridge if we are truly
40 become One North  Carolina."
Education Outcomes...

The first area where the Center

Department of Social Services as
Assistant Director. Mr. Hickman is
married to the former Sandra Allen;
they have two children (Corey-age 23

disparities

found disparities is education. On North
Carolina's end-of-grade tests, nearly nine
out of 10 white students (89 percent)
score at or above grade level in both
reading and math for grades three
through eight That compates to 72
percent of Native Americans, 70 percent
of Hispanic students and 67 percent of
African  American  students.  Asian
students' performance tanks second
highest behind whites at 87 percent. -
Conitinties oi Fage. ~~*

Hickman makes run for Pitt County Commissioner's seat

and Comesha-age 17). Mr. Hickman is

pleased to offer his services to the
Citizens of Pitt County.

Candid Stumps the Congressional District for Votes

Cnristine Fitch
GREENVILLE - Christine L. Fitch,
a candidate for the 1st Congtessional

District. from Wilson is stumping the
23 counties of the district making

the residents aware of her platform.
Fitch is an eighteen year employee
at East Carolina University in the
College of Education. She is an
Assistant Professor in the College
of Education. Fitch has served the
citizens of Wilson County for the
last 14 Y2 years on the Wilson
County Board .of Education,
* helping to set policies that have
moved the school system forward.
Fitch indicates that the issues
she espouses are not to much
differnt from the issues. she
espoused two years ago when she
ran for the congressional seat. She
states . that Quality Education,
Economic Development and Jobs,
Affordable Healthcare, Affordable
Housing, Senior Care, and
Veteran’s Rights & Issues are the
things that have relevance to the

r of the Year Award goes to Greenville resident

fifteen-year-old son who is ‘a
freshman in high school and a
twelve-year old set of triplet girls,
two of which have Sickle-Cell
Anemia. This father is committed to
ensuring that his family receives no
less than the best in terms of meeting
their needs as the sole breadwinner.
Twenty-eight years ago, 1 met
Mr. Douglas Fields when he was
working 1n security positions for
McKenzie and Guardmart Security
while attending Pitt Community
College and earning his associated
degree. He later received his
bachelor's degree from East Carolina
University at night. He graduated
from college in December 1984, His
educational career began in the Pitt
County Schools, where he worked
five years as a teacher's assistant in
the exceptional children's program at
E.B. Aycock Middle School. He then
served as Art Teacher at Falkland
Elementary. For one year, he had to
work in Fayetteville City Schools
because there were no positions
open in Pitt County Schools, which
meant leaving his family three hours
away at home in Greenville while he
commuted home on weekends to
ensyre a better life for them. The
following year he was able to return
to Pitt County Schools as part-time
art teacher-in two schools-J.H. Rose

High  School and  Pactolus
Elementary School. After going
through the runaround he received a
full-time Arts Teaching position and
he is doing some remarkable work
with his students as their work has
won in various arts competition
during his tenure.

Outside of 'family and school,
he is active in his church. Bethel
Community Christian Center. He is
in charge of church operations and
he teaches adult Sunday school. In
the community he enriches the lives
of his childten by making sure that
they are active. He finds time to
support Pitt County youth in
numerous endeavors. He was a
pioneer leader of the Pitt County
4-H All-Stars Club and for six years
he has served as a volunteer leader
for the club. The Pitt 4-H County
Council has also recognized him as a
dedicated leader. His four youngest
children currently participate arid
they all have been successful in
county, district and  state
competitions in numerous categoties
including project books,
presentations, and talent shows
thanks in part to the work of Mr. and
Mrs. Fields. Within the club, he is
noted for leading youth in creating
superb 4-H exhibits for the fair. He
has been thsole adult leader for the

Je

4-H All-Stars as they participated in
the City of Greenville Spring Cleanup
service project for the past three years.
In 2003, Mr. Fields has played a major
role in the first and third phases of our

sweet potato project, which was the W
Pitt 4-H County Countil's project of |

the year. .
His sickle-cell activities have
been too numerous to mention over a
twenty-cight year period but a
summary includes: always being a
visible father figure in his children's
life, being a wonderful supporter of all
program activities including ECU
Sickle-Cell Camps, research projects,
family picnic/outings, support groups,
teleconferences, and workshops at the
local, regional, and state levels. He has
partnered with his wife, Mrs. Gloria
Fields to ensure that the family utilizes
all of the comprehensive services they
needed.

In summation, Mr. Fields has

been a father of the year for §

twenty-eight years. I have known him
to be a positive role model for all
especially for children who he dearly
loves. He is well respected by his
family, the church, school, 4-H, and
Sickle Cell communities.

. Mildred A. Coundil, MSW Sickle Cell

Educator and Counselor has also been a
member of the Greemville City Counail for 17
ars.

people of the district. “ The issues
are interrelated and should not be
looked at in isolation. When we do
that we get piecemeal solutions.
We must work for total
solutions...”said Fitch . We get
the same results when we keep
doing the same thing over and over.
Quality  education  impacts
economic development & jobs
which in turn impfcts affordable
healthcare and housing and the care
given to our seniors. Economic
- development  cannot rely on
bringing large industry to an area
when the infrastructure is not in
place. Therefore, we must look at
building small businesses and taking
advantage of the natural resources
of the area and providing diversity
to our farmers. Though the area is
rural and poor, the people are a

resource that often are overlooked.
“I have met wonderful people as I
have moved throughout the district
and want to work untiringly to
improve the quality of their lives”.
Fitch urges all registered voters to
go to the polls on July 20 and cast
their vote for her to make your voice
heard and your vote count. The
voters have expressed confusion
regarding this election because of the
special elecion that has been
scheduled on the same day as the
primary. Contrary to the mistaken
information that the decision for the
congressional seat has been made, it
is the voters who will decide on July
20th. Nothing has been decided yet
and [ concede nothing. I will
continue to get my message out to
the people until the last.vote is cast.

Running for the House of Represenitives - NC District 8

Mary Lawrence Williams

Address: 200 Barington Road
Occupation: Retired Librarian

Family: Mother and Grandmother.

| Political Experience: Former member Pitt County School Board

. | Professional Experience: Master Degree in Library & Information Services - ECU,
BS, North Cartolina Central University, Masters: University of South Carolina

Campaigne Issues: Safe Neighborhoods. Affordable Healthcare, Educational

Opportunities

Running for the County Commissioner Seat - District A

Ralph Love

Age: 54

Occupation: Clergyman

Address: 200 Barington Road

Family: Wife, Patricia; children, Raloh, Jr. Sherman, Anthony and Shauntye.
Political Experience: Member of the Pitt County Board of Elections

Professional Experience: Pastor of the Holy Trinity United Holy Church for 24
years, leadership roles in several related associations

Melvin McLawhorn

M:SG"

McLawhomn

board of adjustment

Address: 100 Allendale Drive
Occupation: Training coorinator for Eastem N. C. Probation/Parole
Family: Wife, Sandra McLawhom, children; Maelvin McLawhom and Sharon

Political Experience: Past poll chaiman; member of county ABC board and

Professional Experience: National career development faciitator, N.C. Probation/Parole Association
member, N.C. State Criminal Justice instructor, National Association for Black in Criminal Justice.

Get out and VOTE in the Primaries Tuesday July 2th!
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NAACP head says

Hazel Trice Edney
ASHINGTON ~ (NNPA) -
NAACP President and Chief ive
Officer Kweisi Mfume says President
George Bush is treating the Black
community like titutes by claiming
townntlhethkpt?;xewhikmubbhg
the NAACP’s annual convention for
four consecutive years.

“We're not fooks. If you're going
tommtm,camminlhcdaytime,but
notlikew’e'maptoadtumwhe:eyou
run around at night or behind closed
dooumdnmtodulvid:m,hnnot
want to deal with us in the light of the
day,” says Mfume. “Mr. Bush has now
istinguy himself as the first

i since  Warren '
(1920-1923) who has not met with the
NAACP. So, we've got a 95-year
history and a presiden t that's prepared
to take us hack to the days of Jim Crow

segregation and an ena
where dialog is required, not distance.”

Bmhwasinvitedtobckcynote
speaker at the convention, which starts
Saturday in Philadelphia

Mtume says the non-partisan civil
ights , the oldest and t in
gmmn,mhadhopcdm h:‘eguboth

history, tradition, or common sense.
Jounalists refer to these extremists

“conservatives." But they bear little

Democratc Party and signed on with a
body of newly-formed nght-wing thank
tnks and policy insttutes, or with
uarversity  departments of polincal
saence or pobicy studies. In most cases,
these organizations were generously
subsidized by funding from nght-wing
philanthropies  established by wealthy
mdustnalists o inhenitors of family
wealth.

Bush
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majority of those blacks who voted, his
campaign ignited no enthusiasm
among the masses of black voters. He
could not hurdle the apathy or

Bush and his Democratic challenger,
Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass) at the
event. Kerry has confirmed. In a brief
letter from the president’s scheduler,
Melissa S. Bennett, the White House

' said:

“Your request has been given
every consideration. Unfortunately,
due to scheduling commitments, we
are umable to accommodate your
request. Thank you for understanding.
The President sends his best wishes.”

Mfume was not surprised.

“I’s business as usual at the
White House,” he says. “They don’t
view the nation’s oldest and largest
avil nights organization as any way of

igni or mmportance. In their
minds, we do not exist. And that’s a

course to take and a
dangerous path to go down because
you nnmedl::mh d)eg: begin to wrte
off a whole community of people
simply because ideologically you may
not agree with one another.”

Hilary Shelton, director of the
Washington Bureau of the NAACP,
says the letter of invitation was sent to
Bush in December mviting him to
speak at any time during the five-day

resign, and Willam Knostol, the
wfluental  editor-in-chief of the
radical-right  bible, The Weekly
Standard

poﬁcﬁswﬁﬂmmkwdto@of
the political extremism that has lent irs
dnmumd\cd:smxm'cpoiciso{
d\cB\d\a&nhsmdaLMmyofthe

roots of "movement conservatism” can

conssstently funded a cohort of activist
otganizations that has grown to 350
Together those  funders and
recipients have changed the nature of
who we are as a nanon. The neocons
are responsible for hunching the
imper: war on ‘Imq Ther
distonkmofconsqnﬁveidnology
havcmmpcddxwisdmnofhimxy
has propelled the country into a war of
bloody ‘
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action, tougher and expanded hate
ctimes laws, repeal of the mandatory
drug laws that warehouse thousands of
non-serious crimes n  America's
posons and attack the glaring race
inequities in the death penalty and the
in funding for mostly black and Latino
schools

Edwmisdshlinkhwdv' y
dnmpioningcivildghxs,mdgingfor
btokcfordlcbhckvotc,apedallyin
the South. There's little chance that he
canbmkthcimochdgdpdemh
has on the white Souther vote. Polls
show that white Southern males are
sull Bush's biggest and most
enthusiastic backers. Bush essentially
has an unbreakable lock on white
conservative voters nationwide.

Edwards has shown that his -
s avil rights message can ignite
p;s.‘:gn amgghg black voters. His

convention. Shelton says he is
concerned that some people have
raised the question of how Bush
would be treated if he came to the
NAACP?

“Well, if you look at every other
president who has come before us,
whether we overall disagree with their
politics or agree with their politics,
they have always been treated with the

ing with us,” Shelton says. “Our
people into our house, then indeed we
will treat you with respect and care.”

Mfume scoffs at the excuse that
Bush could not fit the convention
mmhhscheduk.“Mynwdualways
told me you always make time to do
what you want to do. Cleady, the
President doesn’t want to do this.”

A former U. S. representative
from Maryland and former chairman
of the Congressional Black Caucus,
Mfume says he sees the Bush
rejection as a pattern of behavior he
has  exhibited toward Black
organizations.

“The fact of the matter is that the
president has refused to meet with the

hijackedgmunmtmsaveahudy
buigng pa Their_aght

with corporatism

L OD/K
MWIththks 2

But there's a pitfall Campaign
strategists may still press Edwards to
adopt the Clinton — and to an extent
hisbossKeq'y{s—smmgyofbenign
racial neglect. He may try to out-Bush

Congressional Black Caucus, refused
to meet with any real avil rights
organizations, did a drive-by at the
Utban League conference last year,
where he whisked in for 15 minutes
and whisked out, refusing to even

June 21, less than two weeks before
Bush’s White House celebration of
the 40th anniversary r
ights Act of 1964, attended by civil
ights veteran Dorothy Height and
Marc Morial, president and CEO of
chatiomlUrbanlmgm.
Mfumcsays"l'hsemnotdlegood
o’ days where all you had to do is
show up and take a picture with 2
Black person and be considered a
ﬁ:':ndoranally.'l'hwemdndaysm
which you have to do something.
Well, Mr. Bush, is, in my opinion,
losing a huge

opportunity to do something and
for whatever reason believe that
photo opts will get it done and I don'’t
think they will”

Given the fact that Bush received

The Neocon Hothouse that Willi

the death of Ronald
failed to note that it was
he who first imported new cadres of
the radical right inside govemment in
l%l,nndunded)emamlingditeHe
brought to power a new brand of

conservatism  that

aod the civil rights bartles at home.
on
ve

the White House for 24 of the past 36
vears, and moved the nation rightward
yithdmt‘ndennndhghqwd\efn
ughtunugedmdcxpmdadmptmer

tailing education initiative. That would
send the message that Democrats
again are prepared to abandon black
interests rather than sk alienating
whites.

The test for Edwards is to resist

Bush treats Blacks like

only 9 percent of the Black vote in the
2000° election, his rejection of the
NAACP, will have littde political
i from his s int,
ll'Jl:lTr:sity of Maryhndmndpo Pohncal's'ays
Scientist Ron Walters. But, it does
make a statement, he says.

“It continues to confirm that
Bush doesn’t have a receptive posture
towards African-Americans,” Walters
says. But, the even ter meaning to
du:NAACandmgfu .o

“Access to the White'House has
always been the currency of the
NAACP. For it not to have it says to
both parties that you’re out of favor.”

Bush and his policies have
consistently been out of favor during
each of the past four NAACP
conventions.

In his 2001 conventon speech,
NAACP Chairman Julian Bond
likened the Bush administration to
“the Taliban” Ip 2002, he
characterized  Bush’s il nights
policies as “snake oil” Last year, he
described Bush’s Africa tour as an
“exotic photo-op.”

Mﬁmo;:;; he now wants to
speak at the Republican National

Beatrice Webb, the British social
tefot}ner, well understood that 2
transfer of calls for the i
of a popkpgwo“onmt Ihms}:plx!\lg
such thing as spontaneous public
opinion,” she wrote. "It all has to be
manufactured from a center of
conviction  and " The
manipulation of the public's consent
nghtward in America actually began in
the very shadow of Franklin
Roosevelt's dominio n when it seemed
that iberalism would reign forever.

Conservatives of the period were
seen as bizarre isolationists, haters of
b'ggovemmcntmdthcuxcsmded
o fund it, pimtes who Ppracticed
gloves-off itali igni as
economic liberty. As outsiders, lean
and hungry for power, they cast sbous
for a way to create that "center of
conviction and power."

They finally setded on 1 Degatme

Because whatever happens to America
happens to Black America first...

J ‘

that disastrous approach and put avu
tights back on the national radar screen.
Sofar,he'sthconlytopcandda' te who
seems willing to do so.

Hutchinson (ehutchi344@aol.com) is a
political aml(yst and author of "The
Cosis in Black and Black" (Middle
Passage Press).

prostitutes

Convention in New York. He says he
hzsbeenoonﬁnnedasaspaketatdic
Democratic convention, but has not
received an answer yet from the

“Our approach to both of them
Wwas pretty much to say, ‘Hello. Here’s
what we are doing. Here’s how we
wmldlikeyompmytopamupa" te and
we'd like to participate in some sort of
way by speaking or having the
Opportunity to speak at your respective

- conventions,” Mfume says. ffWexqﬁd
Republicans

four years ago and the

said, ‘No, we can’t find any time on the
agenda for you’ And the Democratic
Party said, ‘Yeah. You're free to speak

Despite his distance from Bush,
Mfume says i’s just the opposite with
RNC Chairman Ed Gillespie.

“FdGillspicandlhzvcagood
working relationship. The fact that he’s
dlchadofdlchpublicanPnnyandl
was 2 Democratic congressman for 10
years really is secondary. I knew him
from my days on the Hill” Mfume
says. “I have a lot of respect for him in
hiscunmtrole.Hewilldogooddxings.

bascb- their shared hatred of the "liberal
establishment." Against this liberal
a remnant of far-right thought gnm

Instmae (AED) The AE] sl m

™ 1943 1o oval the Wberal (at
the tme) Beuokungs Instnution, and
0w seoogmzed a5 the pronecr
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by Mdy B. Royal
Commissioner District A

L

o I had decided to sy out of the

’
.

RN

T

>

- fray as we go about the business of

= :elccung a new County Commissioner
~ for

"> - heard leaders who are usually long on

District A. It was only when I
2 thetoric and very short on substance
- did I cLecide to speak out, I should

y saying that both Bisho
Ralph ‘Love apd Cliff Hickman arg
friends and great. Candidates.
and I have shared neighboring

2
4
-

2« churches for several years. CLiff and
- were both products of New Bern,

; North Carolina. I have absolutely no
- .7 ax to grind with either.

T

I announced the day I became

~ your representative that I would seek

-’ B
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-
e

¥

~

-~

office for four years only. I did not
want to become a career Politician.
The one person who has consistently
shown interest in the position and has
kept me abreast of the concerns of
the voters was Melvin McLawhorn.
While I consider that a. noble gesture,
this alone ‘was not justification
enough to support Melvin. I believe
cha;acter, loyalty, leadership, and
ethics should also be important
factors. For those of you who ask

right-wing policy think tank. In 1964, it
supplied the brainpower that drove the
presidential campaign of traditional
conservative Senator Barry Goldwater.
A young AEI scholar, Karl Hess, served
as principal speech writer, and created
the notoriously well remembered words
of Goldwater's convention acceptance
speech which became the stamp of a
new, aggressive brand of movement
conservatism: "Extremism in defense of
liberty is no vice; moderation in the
pursuit of justice is no virtue."
Funding the Movement Against Liberalism
Goldwater's defeat was in fact a
inning. The Johnson landslide of
1964 did not blunt the momentum of
the newly motivated radical right. In the
aftermath of the rebellious 1960s, a
political manifesto by a Richmond
attorney and future Supreme Court
justice, Lewis Powell, urged conservative
activists and experts to roll back perceived
threats to capitalism by gaining control of
powet centers on campuses, in the coutts,
in the media, in politics, and in the
govemnment  burea Distributed

iwidely. /by ;the LS.~ Chamber of
Commerce,

:Powells “action: memo
attracted wide attention, and it enetgi
businessmen to tetumn to the politi
daven them, and to use ‘their deep
pockets to fund a power apparatus that
could shift public opinion rightward and
carry the day in electoral politics.

Money from corporate and inherited
wealth was married to right-wing ideas.
In 1972, Joseph Cocrs, the beer
magnate, was persuaded by Powell's
memo to seed the Heritage Foundation,
the so-called General Motors of
right-wing think tanks, with $250,000.
Other nght-wing industrialists and
scions of inherited wealth such as Lynde
and Harry Bradley, Richard Mellon
Scaife, John M. Olin, and Randolph
Richardson established private

. foundations and dedicated millions to
fund the burgeoning activist front of

what has Melvin done. [ am grateful
that you asked that question.

Melvin was born and reared in-
the Cherry View Community of
Greenville for those of you who
remember the geographic, social,
economic and cultural landscape of

ommunity. You know that.

elvin came from a community of
hard working, church going, proud
and progressive citizens growing up
around black owned businesses,
schools, and churches. This gave the
McLawhorn children the ability to
dream and achieve. These early
experiences supported Melvin with a

strong intellect to reason and
achieve great things.
To = become County

Commissioner one must possess a
strong entrepreneurial spirit, Melvin
was not satisfied with just a job. He
and his lovely wife of many years,
Sandra, have created two Child Care
Centers. Not only does this create
entrepreneurial ship and income, but
‘it also separates his from the field, as
one of a few African Americans
CEOs who employs over 20
employees. That es him one of
Pitt County's largest minority owned
and operated businesses employing

advocacy organizations that were to be
the muscle of movement conservatism.
Patience and persistence were the

watchwords of  new-conservative
philanthropic  grant-making.  The
patrons viewed it as long-term

investment, and focused giving on
advancing a narrow set of principles:
less government "interference," sharply
reduced taxes, unrestricted private
enterprise, personal  responsibility,
economic freedom, rabid
anti-communism, and the export of
free-market gospel to the nation and
the world The agenda was elastic
enough to gather disparate interests
under the 'big tent — old and new
conservatives, libertarians, social and
religious conservatives - united against
the common enemy, liberalism.

The movement began to attract and
train fresh recruits through programs
that brought young and ambitious
political talent into the fold. With the
defeat of Hubert Humphrey by
Richard Nixon in 1968, a group of
disillusioned right-wing Democrats,
former ‘liberals and ex-communists

i hard right. The
i g iy -y
neoconservatives, and they lent fresh
energy, ideology, and organizing skills
to the movek;i’nt. These new radical
right shock troops transmitted the
ideas of the far right through targeted
and popular media, and went to work
for candidates who could make those
ideas happen. They were, according to
Sidney Blumenthal, "a political elite

aspiring to become a governing elite."
Pm@illiam Simon and the
Counter-Intelligentsia
No one exemplified emergent
right-wing power more than the late
William E. Simon. Simon projected a
charismatic personality that drove
changee. He used  exuberant
salesmanship, ringing prose, and high
polemical style to move a movement.
He bridged the gulf between business

African Americans, Can you imagine

'howmuchdlish,elpsusinthis

depressed economy? Expect to hear
about, child-care number three soon.
To become County
Commissioner one needs some red
ive on the face of poverty.
On a whole, poor kids perform worse
in school, more poor kids die early,
babies from poor families weigh, less
than their counter part, and poor
people have more difficulty accessing
systems open to others. As Chairman
of the Martin, Pitt, Beaufort
Community Action program,
Melvin is programmatically
responsible for eliminating poverty
in these areas, Melvin is responsible
for the following head starts;
St.Gabriel Head Start Centers,
Everetts Head Start in Everetts, and
Martin County Community Action,
Inc. Head Start Program. Over 400
poor children are prepared for
public school. In additon, 130
homes this year has either been
tepaired or weatherized. This
requires Melvin to oversee a 3
million dollar annual budget. Melvin
demands that each client from 1-100
be treated with respect and
compassion. '

The Neocon Hothouse that Willam Simon b

and right-wing politics. He was a full
partner of a major investment house
on Wall Street, Salomon Brothers. In
1973, under Nixon, Simon was made
federal "energy czar," despite his
espoused dislike of government. It was
government, Simon maintained, that
had caused the energy debacle. "All
governments know how to do," he
declared, "is to compound the problem
that government created in the first
place.” He nonetheless remained part
of the new right-wing governing elite
when Watergate forced Nixon to
resign. Simon agreed to serve as
Secretaty of the Treasury under
Nixon's successor Gerald Ford. Under
Reagan, in the eatly 1980s, Simon
helped funnel private right-wing funds
to Oliver North's secret government
within the government that smuggled
illicit arms to the contras against the
Sandinista regime in Nicaragua.

His popularity and fund-raising
abilities made Simon a power. He cast
a vast organizational presence within
the radical right. In Blumenthal's
phrase, he "controlled the wellsprings
of fundig [to] make the movement

influential position that carried presti

and vast ﬁ:n% potential. He gecacll'ng:
the President of the John M. Olin
Foundation, and made it one of the
major sources of millions . in
contributions to radical right causes.
He was also on the boards of the
Heritage Foundation, the Hoover
Institution, and the Manhattan
Institute - all major generating centers
of right-wing thought and action. He
wrote two influential books, Time for
Truth (1979) and A Time for Action
(1980) detailing his case against "stupid,
despotic" liberalism, whose
championing of equal rights was "a
morbid assault on both ability and
justice." Liberal leaders, he wrote,
constituted "as stubborn and ruthless a
ruling elite as any in history and worse

ass Ingarceration; Wave of The Future?

risons, and the F uture of Black America

acism,

Manning Marable is Professot of
History and Political Science, and the
Director of the Institute for Research
in African-American Studies,
Columbia University. This essay
appeared August 2000 in his column
"Along the Color Line," available on
the Internet at
<www.manningmarable.net>

There are today over two
million Americans incarcerated in
federal and state prisons and local
jails throughout the United States.
More than one-half, or one million,
are black men and women. The
devastating human costs of the mass
incarceration of one out of every 35
individuals within black America are
beyond imagination. While civil
rights organizations like the NAACP
and black institutions such as
churches and mosques have begun to
address this widespread crisis of
black mass imprisonment, they have
frankly not given it the centrality and
importance it deserves. .

Black leadership throughout this
country should place this issue at the
forefront of their agendas. And we
also need to understand how and
why American society reached this

oint of ‘constructing a vast prison
industrial complex, in.ordet to find
strategies to dismantle it.

For a variety of reasons, rates of
violent crime, including murder, rape,
and robbery, increased dramatically
in the 1960s and 1970s. Much of this
increase occurred in urban areas. By
the late 1970s, nearly one half of all
Americans were afraid to walk within
a mile of their homes at night, and
90% responded in surveys that the
US criminal justice system was not
dealing  harshly ~ enough  with

“the construction of new

criminals. Politicians like Richard

.M. Nixon, George Wallace, and

Ronald Reagan began to camPaign
successfully on the theme of "Law
and Order." The death penalty,
which was briefly outlawed by the
Supreme Court, was reinstated.

Local, state, and federal
expenditures for law enforcement
rose sharply.

Behind much of anti-crime
thetoric was a not-too-subtle racial
dimension, the projection of crude
stereotypes about the link between
criminality and black people. Rarely

‘did these politicians observe that

minority and poor people, not the
white middle class, were statistically
much more likely to experience
violent crimes of all kinds. The
argument was made that law
enforcement officers should be
given much greater latitude in
suppressing crime, that sentences
should be lengthened and made
nitfidatory, and that prisons should
be designed not for the purpose of
rehabilitation, but for punishment.
Consequently, there was a rapid
expansion in the.personnel of the
criminal justice system, as well as
risons.
What occurred in New York State,
for example, was typical of what
happened nationally. From 1817 to
1981, New York had opened 33
state prisons. From 1982 to 1999,
another 38 state prisons were
constructed, The state's prison
population at the time of the Attica
prison revolt in September 1971
was about 12,500. By 1999, there
were over 71,000 priwners in New
York State correctional facilities.

In 1974, the number of

Americans incarcerated in all state
prisons stood at 187,500. By 1991,
the number had reached 711,700.
Nearly two-thirds of all state
prisoners in 1991 had less than a
high school education. One third of
all prisoners were unemployed at
the time of their arrests.
Incarceration rates by the end of
the 1980s had soared to
unprecedented rates, especially for

black Americans. As of December
1989, the total US rison
population, including  federal

institutions, exceeded one million
for the first time in history, an
incarceration rate of the general
population of one out of every 250
citizens,

For African Amerions, the
rate was over 700 per 100,000, or
about seven times more than for
whites. About one half of all
ptisoners were black. Twenty-three
percent of all black males in their
twenties were either in jail or
prison, on Parolc, probation, or
awaiting trial. The rate of
incarceration of black Americans in
1989 had even surpassed that
experienced by blacks who still
lived under the apartheid regime of
South Africa.

By the early 1990s, rates for all
types of violent crime began to
plummet. But the laws which sent
offenders to prison were made even
more  severe. Children were
increasingly viewed in courts as
adults, and subjected to harsher
Penaltics. Laws like California's
‘three strikes and you're out”
eliminated the };ouibihty of parole
for repeat offenders. The vast
majority of these new prisoners

Y

Why I Am Supborting Melvin McLawhorn For Pitt County

To become a Commissioner
representing our community, one
Jmust be keenly sensitive to the
specific needs we hold dear. It’is
inconceivable that one could serve
without having had an integral
relationship with the local civil
rights, organizations, Case-in-point:
Melvin championed our cause when
he single-handedly went before the
Greenville City Council to petition
extending Martin Luther King Drive
west of Fifth Street to the beltway
(by-pass) and East of Tenth Street.
As the Chairman of the state
Southern  Christian  Leadership
Conference, an officer of the local
board and a citizen practicing the
principles of Martin Luther King,
Melvin was compelled to speak truth
to power. Whether marching for an

end to crime in our community,

better relationship between law
enforcement and the community, or
economic justice for those caught in
the web of poverty, Melvin was
locked hand-in-hand with local
leadership. This gauges for us what
his posture will be behind smoked
filled doors far beyond the ears of
our community.

To be Commissioner, one must
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command rgspect from ones family,
community, peers, church, and
organizations. I am not aware of one
person in this city who has a
negative thing to say about Melvin.
Just ask anyone (except those long
on rhetoric and very short on facts.
- Melvin is a model citizen who is well
respected in the Red Oak
Community. Ask any of the 800
members of the Mt. Calvary Church
where he serves on the deacon
board. Ask his classmates from the
immortal Epps School. They all will
tell you Melvin has providentially
- prepared himself for this position.
Finally, the person who replaces

the current Commissioner will do _

more than meet two times monthly.
There will be many budget meetings,
closed sessions, county association
meetings in-and-out of state, ribbon
cuttings, mutual interest meetings
with Board of Education, City of
Greenville and Legislative meetings,
hearings, and called sessions. This
position requires one who can think
on one's feet and make difficult
decisions. This person will have to
help develop a 200 million-dollar
budget, and monitor it. Besides this,
someone wilt have to replace me on

the following boards'. University
Health Systems Board of Trustee (Pitt.
Memorial Hospital and seven other
hospitals, Surgicenter plus budget
over 500 million annually; Pitt County
Mental Health, budget, over 4 million
dollars annually; Health Access Board
of Directors, Home Health Services,
ViQuest, budget 10 million annually;
Martin County Community Action
budget 3 million annually; and 27
other appointed or volunteered
boards and committees. The next
person will need to attend these
meetings. I have missed one Board of
Commissioner's meeting .in 4 years
(mother's death).

Melvin C. McLawhorn: is my
‘personal choice to serve in this
capacity. He'possesses the intellect,
talent, and critical time necessary to
represent our people. I urge you not
to listen to those who have -easy
access to the airwaves but who have
not paid their dues in our community.
We do not need divisive or
questionable leadership, we need a
conscientious builder who will listen
to the citizens and who can take us to
the next level. Respectfully Submitted,
Randy B. Royal Commissioner
District A.

than many because it is possessed of
The
Republican Party was "stupid,” as well,
and had to be shoved from the
the
tabernacle of belligerent, far-right

delusions of moral grandeur.

accomodationist center  into

conservatism.

Simon's creed, put simply, was to be
vigorous in belief, wise in strategic
planning, and united in collective
action. He picked up where Powell had
left off. His goal was to defeat the
"Liberal Establishment," and to replace
it by planting tight-wing cadres as the
dominant force in politics, media,
academia, and the courts. They would
constitute an alternative power that he
labeled the "counter-intelligentsia,” a
vast netwotk of new conservative
thought that would challenge and

tent
liberalism. Under Simon, Olin funded
programs in law and economics,
political science, ‘business, and major
fellowships and endowed chairs at
major American universities including
With

overwhelm of

Hatvard and Yale.
neoconsetvative theoretician

Kristol, he created the Institute for
Educational Affairs, which would
young activists from
universities and right-wing leadership
‘ programs to staff the institutes, think
green" In 1977, Simon won an tanks

churn  out

, and journals of the
counter-intelligentsia  that moved
ublic opinion rightward
imon-izing a Network

Though he died in 2000, the influence
of the organizations that Simon's
leadership and money helped to build
has been petvasive. Among other things,
according to People for the American
Way, they "stirred up” activism from the
national to the local level, funded
to push the intellectual
boundaries of the issues, graduate
students to form the next wave of
scholarship and movement leadership,
and college newspapers to shape the
next
generation...comes to its political

"scholars

milien in which American's

awakening."
The  impetus

¥

were non-violent offenders, and
many of these were convicted of
drug offenses that carried long
prison terms. In New York, a state
in which African Americans and
Latinos comprise 25% of the total

population, by 1999  they
represented 83% of all state

risoners, and 94% of all
individuals convicted on .drug
offenses.

The pattern of racial bias in
these statistics is confirmed by the
research of the US Commission on
Civil Rights, which found that while
African Americans today constitute
only 14% of all drug users
nationally, they are 35% of all drug
arrests, 55% of all drug convictions,
and 75% of all prison admissions
for drug offenses. Currently, the
racial proportions of those under
some type of correctional
supervision, including parole and
probation, are one-in-fifteen for
young white males, one-in-ten for

young  Latino  males, and
one-in-three for young
African-American males..

Statistically today, more than eight
out of every ten Aftican-American
males will be arrested at some point
in their lifetime.

Guard tower © Michael
Jackson-Hardy, from Behind the
Razor Wire, New York University
Press

The latest innovation in
American cotrections is termed
"special housing units" (SHU), but
which prisoners also generally refer
to as The Box. SHUs are uniquely
designed solitary confinement cells,
in which prisoners are locked down
for 23 hours a day for months or

toward  industrial
deregulation that took root within the

Democratic administration of Jimmy
Carter was generated by academic-style
“scholars” of the Ametican Enterprise
Institute, a major recipient of Simon's
largesse from Olin. The campaign to
Pn'vatize Medicare, under the rubric of
'teform," has been pushed with
diligence by the Heritage Foundation
since the 1980s. Heritage "scholars"
drew up the programs and policies of
the Reagan Administration in a volume
called Mandate for Leadership. Many
were carried out. Hundreds of young
cadres in  policy-making  and
government  contributed to the
volume. Mote than 30 of them were
hired by the Reagan Administration,
including the controversial William
Bennett as Secretary of Education, and
James Watt as Sectetary of the Interior.
The movement's network has offered
promising career paths to young
activists ever since. Campaigns for
public school privatization through
school voucher programs have been
spurred through the efforts and
funding of the Bradley Foundation.

The Smith Richardson Foundation
was the incubator of so-called
"supply-side” economics, the perverse
school of "voodoo economics"
(according to George H.W. Bush) that
holds that the benefits of tax-cuts for
the wealthy will somehow trickle down
from the prvileged to those lower on
the totem pole. Most recenty
employed by George W. Bush and the
tax-cutting Republican majority in
Congress, supply-side policy  has
resulted in economic class warfare, and
a vast and ever-widening gap between
those who eam more than $200,000
per year and the rest of us. Carrded to
its logical extreme, the ideological
platform pursued by William Simon
has morphed into the policy excesses
of today over which the Bush
Administration presides.
Fault Lines on the Right

From out of the political wilderness
to dominion in Washington, the
once-derided "crazies" of the radical
right have, in the words of John
Mickelthwaite and Adrian Wooldridge

even years at a time. SHU cellblocks
are electronically monitored, pre-
fabricated structures of concrete
and steel, about 14 feet long and 8
feet wide, amounting to 120 square
feet of space. The two inmates who
are confined in each cell, however,
actually have only about 60 square
feet of usable space, or 30 square
feet per person.

Al meals are served to
prisoners through a thin slot cut
into the steel' door. The toilet unit,
sink and shower are all located in
the cell. Prisoners are permitted one
hour "exercise time" each day in a
small concrete balcony, surrounded
by heavy security wire, directly
connected with their SHU cells.

Educational and  rehabilitation
programs for SHU prisoners are
prohibited.

As of 1998, New York State
had confined 5700 state prisoners
in SHUs, about 8% of its total
inmate population. Currently under
construction in Upstate New York
is a new 750 cell maximum security
SHU facility, which will cost state
taxpayers $180 million. Although
Amnesty International and human
rights groups in the US have widely
condemned SHUs, claiming that
such forms of imprisonment
constitute the definition af torture
under international law, other states
have followed New York's example.
As  of 1998, California had
constructed 2942  SHU  beds,
followed by Mississippi  (1750),
Arizona (1728), Virginia (1267),
Texas (1229), Louisiana (1048) and
Florida (1000). - Solitary
confinement, which historically had
been defined even by corrections

of The Economist, "out-organized,
out-fought, and out-thought liberal
America the past 40 years. And the left
still shows no real sign of knowing how
to fight back" [emphasis added].

However, the signs of ideological wear
and tear are ing evident, as the
right-radical policies of the Bush regime
come into direct conflict with the
injunctions of classical conservatism. To
cite examples:

Though shalt not indulge in fiscal
i ility. Bush's tax cuts have
thrown the federal into the
ted to record depths — a deficit in the
current budget year of between $400-500
billion - causing constemation among
Republican ranks in the Congress.

Though shalt not engage in foreign
adventuring. The botched war in" Iraq
has undermined America's standing in
the world, cost taxpayers $5 billion a
month, and claimed many thousands of
human lives. The price of imperi
adventuring is stéep indeed. As unhappy
Pat Buchanan conservatives i ingly
point out, if you play at being an empire,
you're in danger of losing the republic.
And members of the ideological night at
the state and local levels are restively -
watching their own budgets wither as a
result of both Iraq and those tax cuts.

From the cefiter to the left, funders

and activists must study the means and
methods of the radical right in order to
reverse the damage. Communicating
effectively  through  outreach to
disillusioned and alienated voters is a
key. So are efforts to mobilize and
activate the young. Uniting on common
objectives is another. To become a
viable alternative for a majority of
Americans, "it all has to be
manufactured from a center of
conviction and energy," with infinite
patience for the long haul.
[Among other works, the author is
indebted to Sidney Blumenthal's
eloquent history of the emergence of the
new conservatism, The Rise of the
Counter-Establishment (Times Books,
1981), now sadly out of print, for its
lucidity and political acumen]

officials as an extreme disciplinary
measure, is becoming increasingly the
norm.

The introduction of SHUs
reflects a general mood in the
country that the growing penal
p(:rulation 1 essentially beyond
redemption. If convicted felons cease
to be viewed as human beings, why
should they be treated with any
humanity? This question should be
elevated and discussed in every
African-American  and  Latino
neighborhood, community center,
religious institution, and union hall
across this country. Because the
overwhelming human casualties of
this racist leviathan are our own
children, arents,  sisters, and
brothers. Those whom this brutal
system defines as being "beyond
redemption” are ourselves.

Costs of the system

What are the economic costs for
American  society of the¢ vast
expansion of our prison-industrial
complex? According to criminal
justice researcher David Barlow at
the University of Wisconsin at
Milwaukee, between 1980 and 2000,
the combined expenditures of
federal, state, and local governments
on police have increased about
400%. Corrections expenditures for
building new prisons, upgrading
existing facilities, hiring more guards,
and  related  costs, increased
approximately one thousand percent.
Although it currently costs about
$70,000 to construct a typical prison
cell, and about $25,000 annually to
supervise and maintain each prisoner,

See Racisim Page 4
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ion Council

ep. John Lewis S

“short-tempered”--greatly influence
whites' judgments about crime.
Genenlly, most whites are inclined
to give black and Latino defendants
more severe judgmen uofguﬂtﬂ
lengthier sentences
crimes. Racial bias has been well
established i in capital
cases, where of white victims
are much more likely to receive the
death penalty than those who
mmmofdxm
racialized processes of unequal

. Ca};ida?m;s

war was wrong at the time, the
stated to support the war have

as weak on national security. We should
not send to Congress any more timid,

who puticimted in the movement,
issued iS  statement to
commemorate the signing of that
act.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964
Just didn't pass. It just™ didn't
happen. It took many years and
many months of struggle on the
part of a disciplined and organized
movement that created a climate
created an environment for action
on the part of the President of the
United States and the Congress.

One must understand that in
the American South during, the
1950s and '60s, there were signs
that said "White "Men," "Colored
Men," "White Waiting,” "Colored
Waiting.” Segregation and racial
discrimination were the order of
the day. As a child ing up in
the American Sout as a
participant in the Civil Rights
Movement, I saw those signs.

There were separate water
Jountains in department stores—a
shining water fountain marked
“white" and a spigot marked
"colored” for peoplg to get water
to drink. Black people could go
into a store, buy a pair of shoes,
and sometimes they were not
allowed to try on those shoes. They

by Conserva

tion  PAC
members and Conservation Council
staff evaluate  ev
candidate for o basedonnvan'cty

of criteria, including a candidate's
responses to the Council's - written

N

questionnaire, interviews, candidate's
1

Elite Properties
218 E. Arlington Bivd., Ste. 100
Greenville, North Carolina 27858
Business (252) 215-0015
Home (252) 355-5359
Cell (252) 916-6403

E-Mail edwilliams21@yahoo.com

_—
Pager (252) 7574344 ————
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African-American and Latino young
people. In - April 2000, -utilizing
national and state data compiled by
the FBI, the Justice t
and six leading foundations issued a
comprehensive study  ‘that
documented vast racial disparities at
every level of the juvenile ‘justice
process. African Americans undet
age 18 comprise 15% of their
national age ' group, yet they
currently represent 26% of all those
who are arrested. ‘
Prison © Michael
Jackson-Hardy, from Behind the
Razor Wire, New York University

Americes Resourcesare windi

WeMdtMMbelp ip in
Washi that would help to
ﬂlemmm For your mformation,
Butterfield and Davis also both say that
ions for African
with the needs and interests of voters in
the First District. Go to the web site
below for a about
Weapons of Mass Destruction. The
Whole Truth About The Iraq War: A
must  watch . An
impressive foster of experts s

could go into a store, but they
were not even allowed to try on a
suit or dress.

They were welcome to go into
drug store to get a prescription
Silled, but they were not allowed to
sit down at the lunch counter and
have a soda or something to eat.

They had to take their snack
out on the street and stand up to
drink or eat

There were separate waiting
rooms in bus stations or ftrain
Stations. White people and black
peaple couldn't stay in the same
hotel; ‘they couldn't ride in the
same taxicab.

When I look back on it, on the
drama of the Movement the sit-ins,
the Freedom Rides, and the
marches were all the actions of

ordinary  people . using  the
philo.wrhy the discipline of
nonviolence.

People had been beaten;
people had been arrested and
Jailed. Some had been shot or
killed Medgar Evers was shot and
killed in May %;963. Sheriff Bull
Connor used and fire hoses
on non-violent protestors.

Because of what happened in
Birmingham and other parts of the

jon Council of NC

eavironmental voting record, and
on
environmental issues, and their
improving
in North

demonstrated leadership

commitment to

environmental protection
Carolina.
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Hemby.
Tarboro, NC
(252) 823-5129

Mutts
Scotland Neck, NC
(252) 826-4406

Floral Creations
Scotland Neck, NC
(252) 826-5094

Hemby
Fountain, NC
(252) 749-3256

“Family Serving Families”

‘

the Future of Black America

After entering the criminal
justice system, white and black
juveniles with the same records are
treated in radically different ways.
According to  the  Justice
Department's study, among_ white
youth offenders, 66% ate referred
to juvesile courts, while only 31%
of theAfrican-American youth are
taken there. Blacks comprise’ 44%
of those detained in juvenile jails,
46% of all those tried in adult
criminal courts, as well as 58% of
all juveniles who are warehoused in
adult prison. In practical terms, this
means that for young African
Americans who are arrested and

ing
assembled to provide a generally
withering commentary on the quality of
evidence and possible motivations of the
Neoconservatives who provided the
momentum and muscle  behind
America's venture into preemptive war.
The fig leaf of the possibility of an honest
mistake on the matter of WMDs is
stripped away; what is left is the stark and
disturbing anatomy of deliberate deceit.
Watch it here. Windows Media.
http:/ /www.informationcleari i
fc?nrdcleﬂ?}.hun

peaks Out On Civil Right Act

South, there was a sense of
righteous indignation.

All across America, by the
hundreds and thousands, people
started demanding that the Federal
Government act. People sent letters
to members of Congress and to the
White House.

And  President  Kennedy
responded on June Ilth in a
nationally televised address to the
nation, and he urged the Congress
fo pass the Civil Rights Act.

The Congress debated that act

Jor many days and long nights, and

it was finally -passed. On July 2,
1964, 40: years ago, President
Johnson signed that act into law:

So, I think it is fitting and
appropriate for us to pause to
celebrate the distance we've come
and the progress we have made.

Because of the actions of
hundreds of our citizens, and

because of the response of the U.S.

Congress,  President John F.
Kennedy and Presidept Lyndon
Johnson, we have witnessed what |
like to call a nonviolent revolution,

a revolution of values; a revolution

of ideas.
And | say today, we are better
nation, and we are a better people.

charged with a crime, that they are
more than six times more likely to
be assi to prison that white
youth o . ]

For those young people who

have never been to pnson before,

African Americans are nine times
more likely than whites to be
sentenced to- juvenile prisons. For
youths ¢ with drug offenses,
blacks are 48 times more likely than
whites to be sentenced to juvenile
prison. White youths charged with
violent offenses are inutcenged on
average for 193 days after trial; by
contrast, African-American youths
are held 254 days, and Latino
youths are incarcerated 305 days.
What seems clear is that 2 new
leviathan of racial inequality has
been constructed across our
country. It lacks the brutal
simplicity of the old Jim Crow
system, with its omnipteaeqt
"white" and "colored” signs. Yet it
is in many respects potentially far
more  devastating, ‘because it
presents itself to the world as a
system that is truly color-blind. The
black freedom s of the 1960s
was successful largely because it
convinced a majority of white
middle class Americans that Jim
Crow was economically inefficient,
and that politically it could not be

is0! of a master's
B ety o Tk
Theological

Seminary. During my last -

visit several months ago,
that correctional Qiﬁn;ﬁo

I noticed
erected -

a large yellow sign over the door at

the public entrance to the prison. '
The Psign reads: these
doors pass some of the finest

corrections
world" I asked . Reverend Bijll
Webber, the director of the prison's
educational p.

prisoners what they thought about

professionals in the

and several °

the sign. Bill answered blundy,

“demonic." One of the
students, a 35-year-old Latino named

MA. -

Tony, agreed with Bill's assessment, -

but added, "let us face the demon
head on." There are now over two
milion Americans who  are

incarcerated. It is time to face the '

demon head on. BRC-NEWS: Black

sustained or justified. Radical ) Congress
The movement utilized the <www.blackradicalcongtess.org>
power of creative disruption,
making it impossible for the old
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

psychological examinations.

27835-720

package.

ok
T

Women and minorities are encouraged to apply

b Illqul e"‘.-‘ e
< e Employer & M/F/H .
Successful candidate must pass a physical and drug screen.

) FIRE/RESCUE OFFICER TRAINEE -

Responsible position with progressive fire department.
Personnel will perform two crucial functions for Greenville
citizens - Firefighting and Emergency Medical Services.

Minimum qualifications include: 18 years of age; valid N.C.
Driver's license with approved driving record; high school
diploma or GED; successful completion of the city's physical
performance test, written entry exam, and medical and

Starting salary is: $27,102.40

Apply by 5:00-pm, Friday, July 30, 2004, to the ,Ci.ty of
Greenville, Human Resources Department, 201 Martin
Luther King, J¢. Drive, P.O. Box 7207, Greenville, N.C.
If out of the area, contact 252-329-4492 for an application

Resume' will not be accepted in lieu of application package.
F/R applications cannot be downloaded from our website,

o s
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CommonSense

is knowing there is nothing common

about our customers’ needs,

ot

Do something amazing,

firstcitizens.com
1-888-FC DIRECT
Member PDIC

e
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‘New Halli
AHAND, - N testimony
former Haﬂbmmwwoﬂm ﬁ:n,d
Washington, D.C ﬂ'uswaeklns "
millions of.d;)ﬂ;xsb;]v;;gt&i of m

practices, major over bill and virtually no

oversight of the company's work support
.mvasmmdommugfxm@

contract may even be worth as
$18billiony tually much as
In testimony submitted to members of
Congress, one truck driver exphined in detal
hqwm-‘qaayuswuehﬂadformpzymdcs
dnven up and ‘down Iraq and how $85,000
vehides were abandoned for lack of spare

s

tires. A kbor foreman said dozens of
m?e!s were told to "look busy" while

ing vimaly no work for salaries of
$80,000 a year. An auditor related how the
company was spending an av of $100
fmeverysigkbagofhquﬁsw,an
a month for company employees to stay in
five-star hotels.

"We saw very little concem for cost
considenations,” David Walker, head of the
General A ; Office,  the
mvestigative am of the Congress, tokd

members of the Congress who attended a

hearing at the Govemment Reform
Committee h’ndx:e House  of
Representatives, are  serious
exacetbated in a wartime climate."
William Reed, director of the
Pentagon's Defense Contmct  Audit
Agency (DCAA), also released a to
members of Congress that stated: "In our
opinion, the contractor's billing system is
imdqmehmeeahlof;gnﬂsym
deficiencies resulting in material invoicing

mm:uenotptwmwd,
detected, and/or corrected in a timely
1]"

Crncs say that the Hallburton's
especally problematic  because  the
company has what is called a "cost-phus”
contract, which means the company is
repaid for all expenditures, phs a
percentage fee and possible bonus on top
of that.

"While the Bush administration failed
to adequately phan for the safety of our
troops—as proven by its failure to provide
sufficient body armor—it made certain that
Hallburton would make a killing long
before the war began," said Jim Donahue,
coordinator for Hallburton Watch, a
nonprofit  organization  based  in
Washi

But Republicans say the charges are
smply an attempt to muddy the image of
Vice President Dick Cheney, who was
previously the chief executive officer of
Halliburton.

Open am -5
Hon - FriSpl'n

SAAD RENT

Call Steve Johnson If You Would Like To Rent A
1,2 or 3 Beroom Housing Unit

| - Real Estate
e 07 Dikinson Ave, Greeaville, NC (252) 757 3191

Since 1949

ection 3
ccepte

Pitt County School Board
District 2A

| Paid for by the Committee to Elect Kay Rouse Pit County Sehool Board

N

"Too many Democats ... have
chosen to practice oversight.by press
release, oversight by leaking draft reports,
and | confidental bn " sad
Congressman Tom Davis, chairman of the
govemment reform committee. "This i a
strategy being drven top down by the
House democratic ip."

Davis refused to allow” testimony
from five former Halliburton employees
who had - additional evidence of waste,
fmud,andabusehwsmd,HmzyWamm
the highestmanked Democmt on the
committee, released their statements to the
public. ‘

Cedar II in southem to
Anaconda just north of o betc;lmx})
November 2003 and March 2004. He
exphined that his nsors didn't care
wl':atwasbdngunn;?ozmmd,sokmgasﬂle
trucks drove as many times as possible
from one end of the country to the other.

"The paperwork 1 cartied had no
detm]saboutdleumlmlsofommgo~
basically all they were looking for was the
mumber of trucks with freight on them
(but) a related problem was that KBR
would run trucks empty quite often,"
Wikson said. "Sometimes they would have
five empty trucks, sometimes they would
have a dozen. One time we mn 28 trucks
and only one had anything on it. There
were several times when we had empty
trucks both on the way to Anaconda and
then on the way back to Cedar II. I don't
tnderstand why KBR would have placed
our lives in danger that way for no reason."

He also described what appeared to
be a complete lack of cost controls and
SyStems to maintain }
'Whmlanivedag(‘m%mp’mAﬂﬁanmpmpedyKuwnjt
last November, I noticed 50 to 100 brand
new trucks sitting there unused," Wilson
remembered. "Five months later, when [
came home. A latge number of trucks were
still there, not being used. These are $85,000
(or more) Mercedes and Volvo trucks.

"As evety other trucker working on
those convoys will tell you, KBR had
vitually no fadliies in plce o do
maintenance on these trucks. There were
absolutely no ofl filters or fuel filters for
months on end. I begged for filters but
never got any. [ was told that oil
were out of the question. KBR removed all
the spare tires in Kuwait. So when one of
ourmzdcsgotaﬂattimmﬂ\ehigl'tway,we
just had to leave it there for the Iragis to
loot, which is just crazy. I remember saying
to myself when it happened, "You just lost
yourself an $85,000 truck because of a spare
tire. We lost a truck because we didn't have
$25 hydrautic line to assist the clutch""

Another  fomer  Halliburton

Mike West, said that prior to
o M W, o i

for Valeto with a
qum.'wmwmm
chance to eam more with Halliburton, 1
called them up," he said. "After just a few
minutes, the womnan said I was hired as a
hbor foreman at a salary of $130,000. 1
didn't even have to send in a resume."

WlmhemivedWcste:qﬂahwdhc
was paid despite the fact that he had no
work. "1 only worked one day out of six in
Kuwait," he exphined "That day, a
supervisor told me to operate a forklift. [
exphined that I didn't have a license to
openate a forklift or any expetience The
response was: Its easy and no one will
know.""

\
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When West got to Camp Anaconda
in southem Iraq, he says that he didn't have
any work to do. Nor did most of the other
35 workers. The supervisors told them to
walk around and look busy. Then they
went to a camp in Al Asad, where they had
only one day of work out of five days. They
were told to bill for 12 hours of labor every
day. From there, his group was sent
Fallujah for six weeks, where once again he
had almost no work to do except help with
secunity and follow Iragi workers around to
make sure they cleaned the toilets properly.

"One day, 1 was ordering some
equipment. | asked the camp manager if it
was OK to order a drll" West said. "He
said to order four. I responded that we
didn't need four. He said: Don't worry
about it. Its a cost-plus contract’ I asked
him, 'So basically, this is a blank check? The
camp manager lughed and said, 'Yeah' He
repeated this over and over again to the
m)pk)ijI .

As a Hallburton employee, 1 was
disappointed by all of the company's lies
and disotganization. As a taxpayet, I'm
disgusted by all of the money spent by
Hallburton to pay employees to do
nothing"

A third person who submitted
testimony to Waxman's office was Marie de
Young, who had previously worked for the
military for 10 years, rising to the level of

' captain. De Young, who had also authored

two books about women in the military,
worked for Halliburton in Kosovo and was
hired - in  December to help oversee
Opemation Iragi Freedom contracts in
Kuwait.

"I soon discovered that there was not
a complete up-to-date list of all of the
sub-contracts.. also, the document control
department had provided incorrect lists to
all of the task order managers from an
mnaccurate database,” she said.

In January and February 2004, a series
of articles in the media, especially in"the
Joumal, chronided the
overcharging” and fraud n Halliburton's"
op::ﬁ?xgl%n response Halliburtoft hired '
what it dubbed the "Tiger Team" to audit
and correct problems. De Young worked
dosely with the team and discovered not
only that it did not correct anything, but
that the team continued "questionable
auditing and administration practices.”

"When the ‘liger Team examined a
subcontract, they just checked to make sure
that all the forms were in the file," she said.
"They didn't assess the reasonableness of
the price or consult with site managers. The
team’s sole purpose was to dose as many

@ B
2 % ¢ 3
e

subcontracts as possible, under the mistaken
assumption that everything thar was dosed
ptior to the amival of the government dudit
team would be exempt from further scrutiny.
For three months, this Tiger Team occupied
waterfront villas at the Hilton hotel and
shuffled papers, but did nothing to effectiveh:
clean up old subcontracts.

"We wete instructed to pay invoices
‘without venfying whether services were
delivered. T personally told a KBR Tiger
Team member not to pay an invoice that 1
knew was a double billing (bur) the long term
KBR employee told me [ didn't know whar I
was doing."

De Young says that Hallburton paid
the Kuwaiti subcontractor L2 Nouvelle $1(4)
per bag for lundry services—four tmes more
than they were paying elsewhere. That added
up to'more than $1 million per month.
Another time, the company ordered 37,2(00)
ases of soda at $1.50 a case, but was
delivered only 37200 " cans, resulting  in
charges that were five times the nomal
wholesale cost for the drinks.

Halliburton housed the ‘Tiger Team at
the fivestar Kempinski Hotel for $10,000
per employee per month. At the same time,
soldiers were required to live in tents at a cost
of $1.39 a day. The military requested that
Halliburton employees move into the tents,
but they refused, De Young said. i

"The Hallburton cotpomte culture is:
one of inumidation and fear! De Young'
said "I had been advised by subcontract *
admmistrators who quit the company that
employees get moved around when they get
t00 close to the truth. T personally observed
and experienced this as a routine company
practice. Ironically, other previous managers
who tolerated bad practices were promoted
to better paying jobs in Iraq or Houston or -
Jordan."

In an email, Hallburton spokeswoman
Wendy Hall told reporters: "We take any
charges of improper conduct seriously. ..
We will look into thest ‘assertions. [f isstes =

arise, we: aré ootititted fo ad&é:w;m’g thista
fﬂﬂh&@ 'R"ﬂﬂd‘flrlﬁ ﬂf.!i CTER R RGN P

“Halliburton'belleied i ks in Trag
are designed to deliver the best quality
products and services on the best tedls
available as called for i our contrict: \We will -
work with the: committee to assist them 'in
fulfilling their important oversight functions.”

Meanwhile, top  exccumves  of
Halliburton have been asked o testify next
month  before  another  congressional
committee investigating potential favoritism
and waste in Iraq reconstruction contracts.

VOTE FOR
CLIFTON B, HICKMAN

Name as it appears on the ballof)

FOR
Istrict
HE'S ACCOMPLISHED ....
Accomplishments
» Co-Founder/Vice President/Fundraising
Chairman - Jackie Robinson Baseball
League
» Comm>unity Service Award - Eastern NC
District funeral Directors & Moriicians
Association
» Community Service Award - Ebenezer
Seventh Day Adventist Church
P Pitt/Greenville Man of the Year - 1997
» Certificate of Appreciation - State
Employees' Credit Union
¥ Certificate of Appreciation - Awarded by
Gov. James B. Hunt
P Finalist - Best/Irons Humanitarian Award
» Foxy 104.3/107 Citizen of the Year
P> Helped establish the GUC Neighbor To
Neighbor and GUC Scholarship Programs
0

o7 SRR ShIETO B AL

TUESDAY - JULY 20TH

Paid for by Concerned Citizens to elect Clif Hickman - County Commissioner

HE'S INVOLVED....
Education & Experience

P Masters Degree in Social Work from ECU

» Adjunct Professor with ECU School of Social
Work |

P Vietnam Area Veteran (U.S. Army)

P Asst. Director of Social Services

Community Involvement

» City of Greenville Human Relation Commission
Greenville Utilities Commission '

» Board of Directors of Edgecombe County
State Employees' Credit Union

» Democratic Precinct Chairman

Professional Organizations

» North Carolina Child Support *

» Enforcement Association

P North Carolina Social Services Association
» United Council on Welfare Fraud
» American Public “ st

' i

- 50/ 8 Million

This is the proportion of
Senators to the people of
North Carolina. This
makes the significance of
knowing your Senator a
little clearer.

Your decision about your
Senator affects your life.
If this does not mean anything
to you...fine. If it does,
then you want

Shelly Willingham to be
your Senator.

Working for your issues..
your community...

Our Time Has Come.

Vote Shelly Willingham
North Carolina Senate
District 3. July 20, 2004

Covering all of Edgecombe, Mamn and
parts of Pitt County. -

~ Affordable Housing
" High Utility Bills
Medical Care for Senior Citizens
Economic Disparity
Childcare
"We won't survive tough times if we
don't stand together"

Paid forby the Committee to Elect Shelly Willingham to
NC Senate
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- NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION .. ..

Let God rise in power thnm mr, praise antd preaching,” was the theme of the convontlon. which
began Tuesday monlnn July 6- Jﬂ, 8 2004. Over the three-day period, church urvlcn were offered

- daily at 9 am., 11a.m, 3 p.m and 7 p.n\,mops. ofbrlll information mainly for teens and pm
on lum like peer pressure and uxnlly tnntnithd diseases, were held lutwnn urvlc...




The  biggest threat to WHO WE “ARE. Unlike
ﬁm;ncg Isn't terrorism. [t jg previous  generations  of
ISpanic  immigration Says immigrants, - Mexi
, , icans and
Samuel P. Huntington in his .

other Hispanics are refusing

firebomb of a new to assimilate to what he calls

ook called,

® National Association for ® Pitt County Board of
Blacks in Criminal Justice Adjustment - 8 year term
® Chairman, Martin County ® Trustee &
Community Action Deacon-in-Training, Mt.
'@ Member of National, State Calvary Church
and County Chapter of SCLC ¢ Past Chairman, Pitt County
® Member, NC Probation and ABC Board
Parole Association ® Life Member, Kappa Alpha
® Member, Nat'l Assoc. for the PSI Fraternity e -graduate,
Advancement of Colored A &T State University -
People @ Past Master, Mt. Herman
@ National Career Development Masonic Lodge #35
Facilitator @ Poll Chairman, Precinct
@ Recipient of the John Larkin 12-A

Vote For
Melvin C. McLawhorn
for ,
Pitt County ,
Commlss_ioner, Seat A

Threat to Ameri

America's "Anglo-Protestant"
culture. Accustomed  to
frequent visits back to their

nearby homelands, Hispanics - f]

are "belligerently" clinging to
their ethnic identities, refusin

to learn English, an
r?ecting the American dream
of climbing the economic
ladder. If " left unchecked,
Huntington believes,
immigrants from south of the
border will split America in
two.  One  commentator
remarked that racists would
warmly welcome this book.
How convenient to have "a

Hispanic immigrants really are
different. In  the past,
European immigrants came in
uctuating waves, and were
forced to adapt to a distinct
culture shaped by America's
white, Protestant founders.
That culture is now diluted.
Millions of Hispanics are
flooding the country, legall
and illegally, in a wave wit
no end; when they arrive, they
live in insulated Hispanic
communities, speak Spanish,
watch Spanish-language TV,
and identify with their home
countries,  not America.

world-renowned intellectual” Rather than learnin English,

: : Dls“"cts 1&2 justify - their rowing they're insisting thagt the rest

c resentment of Hispanics. But of us learn Spanish. In Miami,

Thecandidate witharecord ofsuccesses"! the author argues that parts of exas, and the

Let the record speak...
Melvin has served and/or continues to serve as follows:

Award - 2000 (Highest Human

r @ Instrumental in the re-naming
Service Award/or Statc of NC)

of West Fifth St. to Martin

3

[ Carbers & Beauticians Wanted!
| @ Eagle Scout Luther King Jr. Drive 3112 Memorial Bivd G NC
Paid by the Committee to Elect Melvin McLawborn, County Commissioner for Seat A Ph. ”’_7 ' 33 & 7’7_ ' ’3
Pleace call 327-6559. 321-0978 or ?16-269? for or additional infarmati ) " .

Rl

Bobby K.

Hours: Tues - Fri 9 to 6 Saturday 8 - 5
Curis @ Relaxer @ Master Cuts @ Faclals

Beadty Salon

Tracie

A Candidate Who Stands For:

* Quality Education ¢ Economic Development & Jobs
.+ * Affordable Health Care e Affordable Housing e
Veterans’ Rights & Issues ¢ Senior Care ¢

Lad fol of =3 Lk of

A Voice For All The People!

VOTE
July 20, 2004
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v ‘ Labor Day

- THE GOLDEN JUBILEES

L

é%rrg)‘ginllfmamﬂy Reunion

UNIGN

Don't Miss This

Bov Riahy Dunghiridge & The Visisn Choir

e V4 ubehesd
ahee Camx Lo

Big Gospel Progr.Sr';)mm

.........................

Southwest,  Hispanics  so
dominate local politics and
culture that Anglos feel like
unwanted minorities. America
is now r‘apidlz on the way to
becoming like Canada or
Belgium---- a2 nation of
multiple languages, identities,
and cultures. at would be
"the end of the America we
have known for more than
three centuries.

Other contrarians feel that
Huntington is wrong, They
say evidence shows that
Hispanics are assimilating in
the same way Italians, Irish,
Germans, Scandinavians, and
other immigrants once did.

The first arrivals may not

sgeak much, English, but "
the third = generation, 68

%yblimtion by Suejette Jomes” of
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can Culture?

percent of Mexican-American
children speak only English at
home." After 30 years, most
Mexican-Americans’ own a
home, oftéh in an ethnically
diverse neighborhood. When
they have children, they sink
roots here,. and embrace the
American dream of progress,
from one generation to the
next. That optimistic dream,
and the willingness to pursue i,
is what binds us together as

Americans—not the words
"Anglo" or  "Protestant".
Condensed  from  "Talking
Points" )

This article was  submitted for

eflectionds,
Reviews.

Expressions &

4056 S
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YOU'LL SAVE AT
USAVE
CLEANERS
WWERE WHITES
L BE WHITER

AND

COLORS WILL BE
BRIGHTER

Vemorial Dr

Greenville, NC

arrives.

|

A

Smell Funny
to You?

Even with a system as safe and secure as your
natural gas system, a leak could occur. That's
why you and your family need to know what to
do in case you smell gas.

First, call Greenville Utilities immediately at
551-1567 or 752-5627.
night, and we'll correct the problem.

While you're waiting for repair service, open a
window, don't use any matches, and don't
operate electrical switches or appliances.

Leave the site until the GUC representative

Chances are you'll never experience a gas
leak, but it's good to know what to do just in
case. If you don't know what natural gas
smells like, you are welcome to stop by our
office and pick up a scratch and sniff brochure.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS B

| 551-1567 » 752-5627

Greenville
Utilities

Call anytime, day or
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Community Yoices

By Hazel Trice
NNPA Washi Corres t

WASHINGTON (NNP.
comedian and phi

people already engaged in
helping the very people Cosby was up
braiding,

“We run a2 wide mange of after
school programs
And many of them are successful. We
touch probably about 600,000 to
700,000 kids a° year, which is
considerable," says Marc

Morial, President and CEO of the
National Urban League. "For example,

Dear Editor:

Asideﬁmnh'nmleonﬂwcomty‘sboard
ofedlnﬁm,heimsdunonsﬁnwdhis
leadership qualities and abilities at home,
in the community and within his church
affiliation. Bishop Love is dedicated to
this community and to its future, He has a
vishndmisgumdtmxdmldng,sure
dxaemsufﬁdmtjobsm'aihblemdjobs
with wages high enough to mise children
and ochcrhﬂds families face. He
understands the need to seek and find
altemative methods of financing the

across the country. °

we have a male responsibility program
that we run in Chicago.
. I'said to the director, 'How many
People do you serve in a year? 'He said,
300" 1 said, 'How many could you
serve? 'He said, "Awe man, I could
serve 5,000 if I had the resources.”

More than 100 Urban League
chapters around the country, most
surviving on corporate donations,
foundation grants or government
contracts, reach as many people as
possible with after school tutorial, job
training, leadership development and
responsible decision making programs.

And they would be doing more
— if they "had the resources."

"On an overall basis, one of our
core competences, one of the most

important things we do is reach out

and serve youth in America's urban
comrmunities,” says Morial, former
mayor of New Oreans. "But one
thing I have noticed is that even with
our most successful programs, we're,
not touching the ones we need to
touch because of money."

The Urban League is among
thousand of organizations that seek to
address many of the age-old problems
cited Cosby.

Speaking in Washington, D.C. at
an observance of the 50th anniversary
of the Brown v. Board of Education
Supreme  Court  decision, Cosby
complained, "the lower economic
people are not holding up their end of
this deal.”

He said, "These people are not

parenting. They are buying things for
their kids — $500 sneakers for what?

And won't spend $200 for 'Hooked '

on Phonics. They're on the comer

and they can't speak English."

Psychologist ~ Julia Hare,

Ralph Love, Sr.sthe best choice for County

County employees will appreciate the
leadership Bishop Love brings to the
board of Commissioners.  He
recognizes them as the most valued
asset of the County, as he has employed
people. The business community will
ﬁndinhimapetsonwhoisdxotougiﬂy
familiar with the responsibilities that
come with opemating a business.
Understanding business is a tremendous
asset for a county commissioner. His
past experiences with education will
serve the most important group of
individuals best: Olnuxtpo children. ;ilt)lally,

Reflections, Expressions & Reviews

co-founder of the San Francisco based
Black Think Tank, says . Cosby’s
comments would have been more
helpful had he s ted ways to
adg'ess the pmblu:fgcs

"He should have said, ‘Following
this meeting and this feel good session
of Brown v. Board of Education, I am
going to personally gather together the

Jack and Jills, the Links, all of the

Greek letter  organizations, the
coalition of this, the coalition of that,
like 100 Black Women, 100 Black Men
and the Black church says Hare. "You
(Cosby) throw out all of these
caticisms and you don't have any kind
of solutions, I've got to look at you
and. I just wonder if you're just floor
showing."

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorori
'(AKA), thel‘:)ldat g})a the glack Gtez
letter sororities, has operated its Ivy
Reading Academy for grades K-3 has
for nearly two years with $1.5 million
from the U. S. Department of
Education.

Linda White, AKA's national
president, eagerly explains why her

organization chose to focus on the 5 |

early years of a child's life.

"Childten who have not
developed the basic reading skills in
the very early years find it extremely
difficult to become competent readers
in the later grades," she says. "And
when they are unable to read
cffectively, then they don't perforny
well in the other subjects and other
higher-level educational tasks and they
don't finish school, they can' t.
function in society."

She adds, "Most of us would not
be where we are today if someone had
not reached back and helped us,
whether it was the neighbor next door

Commissioner Seat A,

Bishop Love will work well with other
community and elected leaders in
addtesshgdleneedsofagmwingcounty
like Pitt and his work will help Pitt
County remain the "hub" of the Fast and
the center of healthcare and commerce
and an ideal community for raising
families. For the sakem:;'your county's
future, T urge voters to vote for Ralph
Love, St. for County Commissioner for
District A.
Sincerely
Jeftrey E. Sav:

County

First Lady
Fashion Show

Planned

There will be a First Lady
Fashion Show held at the Phillipi
Church, 1610 Farmville Blvd. in
GteenVille,july 24th, at 4:00 P.M.

Any First Lady of a church
affiliation who would like to
participate, please call Sandra at
258-2008 gx the church at
752-7205. This is going to be just
a tme of good fellowship and
morelll

L1 2] ‘

Use what talent you possess: the
woods would be very silent if
no birds sang except those that
sang best.

—Henry Van Dyke

L 1]

Open Thurs -
Open Fri,

3pm to 9pm
Tpm to 11pm
Tpm to 9pm

Phillips

Brothers Mortuary

ices at Phillips Brothers Mortuary are render and performed wit
dignity and a commitment to our customer's satisfaction.

In Your Time of Need
We Meet with Families to:

Bill Ahderson

~
4'(1

P Secure vieal statistics B Establishing rimes for services
P Assut with clergy, cemetery, casket, burial vaule and actire

P Arrange ravel services and ticketing for out-of town relatives

P Assist wich car seating arrangements, floral bearers and pall bearers

We Coordinate Schedules

with:

.

® Burial Vaults & Casket ( “omparues P Limousine Services B Civic & Fraternal ¢ roups

» Clergy and Cemet

¢ Personnel and the
Preparation

Documents:

P Type, Prepare and Certify Deach Certificates & Burial Permurs

» Provide obiruary information ro newspapers and clergy

P Prepare forms for che Social Security Adminiseration & Vererans Adminiseration
Arrange printing services for folders, prayer & acknowledgement cards and memorial books
Record Contribution and Tribures from Family, Friends and Associates

We supply your needs with top
Wilbert Vaults  Batesville Caskers Dresses
For More Information, call

quality merchandise:
lity Garmenes
ips Brothers Mortuary

OTHER FUNERAL HOME ™ NEED

senville

Greenville Location
501 W. Fourteenth Street
Greenville, N C 27834
Phone: (262)752-2536
FAX: (252)754-2820

Oak City Location
324 NC Highway 11 East
Oak City, North Carolina

Phone: (252)798-3800
FAX: (252)798-3900

AGES 0-90

WE INSURE ANYONE
W owon BB AxsERATO

who encouraged you or the teacher in
your school. Mosz,(:)f us did not come
from  well-educated  well-to-do
backgrounds."

What matters is the person who
shows some carng and love and
provide encouragement for that child."

Julia Hare says children too often

get the blame for circumstances over
which they have no control.
" . "They're not responsible for the
cbonies," Hare states. "They're not
responsible for the situation that
causes, them to stand on Street
cormers. If you look at the figures, you
have a society that will not emmploy
their mothers, will not employ their
fathers. In fact, you have a society that
sent most of their fathers to prison.”

DeLacy Davis, a sergeant in the
East Orange, NJ. police department
and executive director of the
department's  TRY . (Together
Redirecting Youth) program, is using
the police department to help rather
than lock up troubled youth."

"They come every day and they
go straight to the police department.
We give them access to the Internet.
They do their homework at the police
station. My ‘staff comes from behind
the desk and the children take over.

. We teach them office skills. We show

G

"We try to ensure that there are
comprehensive services and sup
available to the children and thels
families because you can't separat$
child from the family and community in
which they're living and in which th
being raised,” she says. "There are
in terms of being able to reach the
g0 to the gang because they feed me. | needs, but there are some things that we
g0 to the gang because it's my family. know work. But what we've got to do i§
What we're going to have to do is tryto make those dnzxgswork for many
make sure that child is eating every many more children. H
day, that we remove all of the factors The federal Head Start program i}
that our children have tofd us as a temific example of :d:)mprehensnif
reasons for them going to program  that ' provides an cary
activity. We take thos%oaur’gumemsga:t% childhood education to children'3 to 5
the table." ' vear old. Alien says. But Head Start

And the program is working, says  serves only 60 percent of eligibl}.
Davis, who is also president and children, ‘mote than a third of th
founder of Black Cops Against Police Black. Alien says Head Start should be
Brutality. expanded to serve children from birth

"Two children last vear who to age 3 as well as assisting their parem¢:
failed every subject, they were 15 and Moral, the head of the National
16, they were held back in the 9th Utban League, says everyone has A0

Pl J

them value and love,” Davis says.

"We call'it giving an overdose of
support services for that child. In
other words, while the parents may be
drug addicted, it doesn't mean that
child can't make it. They may say, 1 go
to the gang because it's protection. I

grade and now are on honor roll." obligation to help the needy. .
Such support and encouragement ~ "Anybody who's halfway

is crucial says Mary Lee Alien, director enlightened understands the -

of Child Welfare and Mental Health interdependence in Society," 'fie

explains. "You can't build a wiff
around yourself and pretend to 'b¢
successful if there's pain and suffertrig
all around." R

v

Division at the Washington, D.C.
based Children's Defense Fund, a
non-profit organization that researches
and advocates on behalf of children.”

[y

To Buy, Rent, or Sell Real Estate,
Call the...

- D.D. Garrett Agency

"Serving Eastem North Carofina Since 1946

Call us if you need someone to collect
your rent and manage your property.
Several nice building lots...
We handle Conv., HUD, VA, FHA Financing
Realtor e Notary Public e Accounting
, 606 Abemarle Avenue

/ Greenville, NC 27834

_1252)757-1692 or (252) 757 - 1162
‘Fax Number (252) 757-0018

i
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| Don't forget - vote two times

| G K BUTTERFIELD

Early Voting Ends July 17

| v VOTL G K BUTTERFIELD IN THE SPECIAL LECTION

v YOTE G K BUTTERFIELD IN THE PRIMARY ELECTION |
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VOTE

For Congress

JULY 20

The Cand:date for Oy Commur ity




Page. 9 Thc M-Voice Newspaper July 1- 15, 2004

Community Yoices

‘rom the Desk of Mrs. Beatrice Maye

) Beauty & Adomment
our beauty should not come from

adomment, such as braided hair
wearing of gold jewelry and fine
Insmad,itshouldbeth'atofyour'
e self, the unfading beauty of a gende
qmet.splntwhicbisofgrmtwoxﬂxin
s sight" (I Peter 33 NIV).
rAd Phywﬂy9 amm ’
ologically, and spiritually, what
es 2 woman 2 WOMAN? REAL

id the

WOMEN, women-women
ofGod-meatﬂmirsc:dstmdmost"ﬂy"
interior as well 4s their exterior.. the
W, em‘)ﬂOﬂS,and dlokgy of
being a wornan. Andpsythat takes

age, experience, and time. In
o&netwotds,ngmwhmbemmhga
Woanncevmt(losingyoutvizginity
otluvhgababy)dosnot.mkcywa
wo:mnRE.ALWOMENammdligmt
because they are smart and wise
to know that bmins and intellect are
MGOdmduetobemedmda:His

direction. They dress modestly and in

good taste because there is no reason to
advertise or flaunt any part of their
bodies. REAL WOMEN know that
paper dolls are , disposable, and
rephmbld'lhismbodysohonor
it, respect it, and leamn how to take care
of it. Read God's Word and begin to
understand  the reason why God

intended sex to be practiced within

marriage. Learn now what it means for

your body to be the temple of the living
God. Let it be the site where God can
Let it be the place where God calls
home. You do that and you will become
not just a woman but a REAL
WOMAN of God.

American F

Lef's consider some litdle foxes that -fifteen

spoil the family: 1. Say over and over

enough  again, "My family, my home i the most

Important institution in  the world”. 2.
See that the true values in life, and
especially, in the home, are not material

but  spiritual. 3. Recover family feeling, |

that sense of unity that gives strength
when all else would destroy. 4. There
must be some moral standards in the
home by which the family lives. 5. Home
ought to be as attractive as - possible.
Home ought to be so attractive that
daddy can't wait to get there at night, and
children never h&s:te to m;l.‘;chdm
friends home within them. 6. Keep good

celebrating ali lives that have been lived, and believe that success is providing
is genuine care and concern for the individual thefamily and the community.
‘Their goal is to help the grief stricken survivors of a loved one get through the

transition to acceptance.

’

BLAKE PHILLIPS FUNERAL SERVICES
Blake Phillsps - Owner/ Funeral Director |

If you have lost a loved one and don't know who to turn to for help, BLAKE .
PHILLIPS FUNERAL SERVICES is committed to serving the families and
z‘cornmunity in this time of need. They offer a wide range of funeral services
bunal, pre-need planning and cremation choices. Their staff of caring
professionals prides themselves in providing personalized, compassionate
service béfore, during and.after the funeral service. They respect and satisfy
| every family s unique needs by offering customized funeral service options. |
 They maintain the highest ethical standards recognize and appreciate local
customs and religious practices. They are committed to honoring and

. [

Biliore

Commissioner of Agriculture

- Jim Hunt

“Tom Gilmore would do an outstanding
job for the people of North Carolina as
Commissioner of Agriculture.”

four-term Governor of North Carolina

“W » his entire career, Tom Gilmore has stood for
equal opportunity and fair play. We must elect Tom
Gilmore our next Commissioner of Agriculture.”
mmmdimm‘

Court

mm&wmmmwmﬁrm
African-Americans, women and other minorities. Tom Gilmore will
bring good government back to the Department of Agriculture.”

- Eric

literature , and ially the Bible.
Ammw&mny available
for every person to readjust before sleep.
7. Finally, we must recover religion.
Religion ought to be a vital part of every
famnly

Church attendance of a family unit
ought to be as normal as breathing,
Question -Should we insist on our
children going to Sunday school and
church?

Yes, and we should insist on going with
them.

Make religion practical and vital in the
family. Talk of Jesus and God and prayer
and salvation as as bread
and soap and the car. Set aside ten or
minutes daily for devotion - Bible

America:
Touched By Evil
By Faith May

For those who are worried about
terronst attacks, warfare and the

horrible things that are happening in

selections from the
classics. Use The Upper Room or the
Daily Bread or whatever devotional help
your denomination provides.
Five Commandments for Modem
‘ Parents
1. You shall remember that tme

2 You shall remember that a good
example is better than many words.
3 You shal gve your chid

encouragement.

4. You shall give your child freedom
with love’ Discipline is necessary.

5. You shall ntroduce your child to
God. :

Our best crop as parents is to "grow"

Irag, can have some peace of mind
with a personal relationship with

God. Most Christians know that
God is not responsible for these
horrible events. However, many still
struggle with the question of “If we
serve a God who cares, why would He
allow such a horrible thing to occur?”
The honest answer and the reason
terrible things happen or may happen
to Amendl:isdlc same reasoi tragedy
happened to the old Patriach Job. His
hedge was down. Likewise, America’s
hedge is down...and has been for far
too long! The reason it is down is
because of a long and progressive slide
away from the values and principles
that made this nation great. -

America’s greatness is not a

result of a superior group of people.
America is great

because it was founded and based
upon the Word of God. It is a fact
that over 60% of the source material

Anytime.... Anywhere....!

Call 252-737-1558

Full and Half Soles
Heel Replacement
RockportResolingkShoe Care
Products Shoe Shine Dye Work
Key Copying
We Clean Timberiands

Open Mon - Sat 10Am -8PM
Telephone (252) 756-0044

prayer and the reading of good sons and daughters and send them
ol

out to-make a better world.
/TV Safety Tips

1. Don't allow children to sif in front of
a’IVformmedunanhomaday.
2 Be involved in your children's choices
of television.programs, then watch those

with them. ,
3. Never put TV sets or n
d)ﬂdtm'sbedtoons,meampmslmetm:nﬂy
room.
4. Watch out for junk food consumption
5. Balance media time with indoor and
(Mrs.) Beatrice C. Maye 1225 Davenport
Street Greenville, NC 27834

tion of a New Generation

used to write our founding documents
came di or indirectly from the
bible. As a tesult, God blessed America!
But sadly, we Christians have allowed
our nation to slide away from God
through prayelessness and
nonparticipation  in = our  cvil
responsibilities. As a result, the concept
of secular humanism has taken root to
the extent that our children are denied
the right to pray in school!
~ We also can look to the Word
of God and see very simply that these
horrible acts of evil are a result of the
time we live in. We are the generation
that will usher in the Second Coming of
the Lord. Jesus warmed us in the
gospels that in the last days we would
witness a time of stress on the earth
never experi before. Yet, in the
midst of all this troublé Jesus said, “See
that you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass.”
There  are  demonic
incipalities in the heavenlies that are
m behind terrorism. The bible
says we are to stand against them. Just .
as God works through man, so does
Satan. This demonic warfate must be
fought on two planes—spiritual as well
as physical.

First of all, all Christians must
pray. Pray against these powers of
darkness tl:a:g:;sk to annPnl(x)ilate the
people and nations that tepresent the
Judeo-Christian ethic of freedom. Pray
for the peace of Jerusalem. If you
would like a closer relationship with our
IptdandSav:or' Jesus Christ, now is the
tme. .

*This article was based on a
newsletter from the Ministry of Livi
Word Christian Center, Living

r-

YOU ARE
CORDIALLY
' INVITED TO THE
ANNIVERSARY OF
MOUNT CALVARY'S
SENIOR USHER
MINISTRY SUNDAY,
JULY 18, 2004 TIME:
© 4:00 P M PLEASE
COME AND HELP US
'LIFT UP THE NAME
OR THE LORD IN
SONGS WITH OUR

‘SPECIAL GUEST BIG

JAMES BARRETT
AND THE GOLDEN
JUBILEES

Mount Calvary FWB
Church
411 Watauga Avenue
Greenville, North Carolina
- Sis. Johnnie Dawson,
Chairperson
Bishop Henry Brown, Sr.,
Pastor

Pitt County Commissioner
Seat '/ Combine Distriets 1&2

The most Qualified and Experienced Candidate
* Pastor of Holy Trinity United Holy Church ~ 24 vrs
* Member of the Pitt Counts Board of Education ~ 12 vrs

* Past President of the Pitt Conuty Black Ministries Conference

I ! f i A T
| vervant of the peaple witha wealthy of experience ar

track record in public office i Pitt County Government.

Put "Love On Board" July 20, 2004

* Presiding Bishop of the Southern District of the United Holy Church ~ over 200 churches

* Past Chairman of the Greenville Public Transportation Commission

Puid for by the Commitiee 1o clect
Ralph "Bishop" Love

Connty Commissioner
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Unem 10 R -3 minimum wage will cripple employment Gatewayjobs.com, 2 website launched
yment crisis looms for Black teens gt | g v
' further. According to their research, when cnsis in entry-level employment and details
However, aujs’scmmumformany)ob "IheL"SSenateis ed;omk t Black in  particular, - l.es.'el gl’;se;obq)pomnm i hwl\emed)ﬁw P b‘the o
. , ' T, expectey eup  teenagers. eens, in entry WO! < / to increase the minimum to
M‘“;“m Wage P‘?PO::J fgébe ers n the entry-level wotkforce that d:edcbatemmqmsingﬂxenmknmn received the worst news with an to?ig!msldﬂadwo&asdmtamamaed $7.00 an hour will further hurtmt%:)sc
h“’,“‘"“ sleady struggfing entry evel job g:f be exacerbated by a proposal from  wage on (Tuesday)) unemployment rate of 326% — the third  to the new wage. Research by economists  indivichals already struggling to find jobs.
WASHINGTON - i, e bmhtom Ted Kennedy and John Kemy, The Department of Labor revealed stmight ~ month  of " increased at Comell University concludes that high  The site is regularly updated with statistics

t mumbers gl , Demmrats from Massachusetts, to significantly high unemployment rates for unemployment. school dropouts and African-Amern i 3
oo news for the g, O%mmﬂ ) 586;3511 :aase the minimum wage to $7.00 per  traditional entry-level employees: 88% for The Employment Policies Institute young adults would suffer four times entry-level employees, and provides vital
at 56%. hour. high school dropouts and 168% for reports that an increase in the federal more job loss as 2 result of a wage hike. information about a host of govemnment

Black Children Need To Be Taught The Value Of Their Heritage

\ ¢, . . .

hﬁgﬁ?}g:ﬁg; el?-cz;‘se Man); plslyliihologlsts, African-American program. . BC. . New York, Baltimore, Detroit, Eighty-five petcent of all
"less-than-ness" aftef vea;lsse Of cll renf need to be taught ghe _215(_ Centu_ry Educational The series has been so Charlo(te, and Washington, D.C. donations go toward books and
bchool lessons and  reatr ¢ o V}z: ue of their hetitage. Knowing  Services is adopting schools, one successful in schools that, CBS Our children need your help! services for the students.

e ettt 11'mg bext é‘e significant contributions made schoo!, at a time, so that every News interviewed the vauthor and The group s offering Information on donations is
African-American COﬂtr}ilbutjsna out AAyf‘ Africans and  child in that school gets a set of one of the teachers using the Just sponsorships of 10 students for available at WWW justgiive.org or

I addision, maet oo Sl-) . rican- Americans throughout the Just Like Me Series. Using the lec’ Me Series in her classes. $150, all of which is tax www.

black history o taughotnsdt r(i):r ﬂ:zst;)trizf’ecan re\égrse the effects odf series in a classroom sc;tmg has I'he goal for 2004 is to deductib;e. Small businesses and justlikemebooks.com/whatisnew.ht
ebruacy and feature e o~ ﬁvg g media  1mages and proven to improve self-esteem, sponsor150 schools with at-tisk  corporations can sponsor 10 m For more information on 21st

stereotypes  that cause low self-image and destroy

br six black people cvery year.  self-esteem and poor self-image.  stereo-types for at-risk

African-American students in the students, an entire school for just
When combined with the negative 21st

following cities: Dallas, Houston, $7,500 or 10 schools for $75,000,

Century  Educational African-American youth. Chicago, Atlanta, Philadelphia, all of which is tax d ductible.
tereotypes pf black TV thousands Setvices, a nonprofit organization, The series has worked ‘ ’ -
bf black children feel inferior and

) to help inspire and motivate wonders in several schools by .
prite themselves off before they thousands of disadvantaged black teaching  children the many ‘
pegin. _ . o children across the K =%Cientific contributions made by '
According to leading clinical developed the Adopt-A~ black people dating back to 6000 "POWER ILLUSTRATED INC." needs be that offences come: but woe to
THE MISSING INGREDIENTS" that man by whom the offence cometh.
"FORGIVENESS; From a camal perspective dealing with
RECONCILIATIONS,ANDLOVE"  offences is not easy. However, from a

Its impossble to live on planet earth without  Believer's perspective, God gives us

- being confronted with various fomms of lmowledgemhowtohardemcoﬁ'emhg
] offence Matthew- 18: 7 tells us "Woe unto party.

the world because of offences: for it must  If we follow Gods approach step by step

1900 South Pitt St. You are| i iy s b
Greenville, NC 278343

Century Educational Services, goto .
www.guidestar.org.

Invited frend. Lets follow the methods below,

to shall we?
,s, 3’1 6”1 Ll‘tell Indxehmtofamstydebane,twobcﬁevels
- ) 4 /' ate arguing over God's word. Neither wish d'xeﬁnstnme,dmyoucb,bemmeywam
‘ : to to resolve their differences: How can we portraying Christ.
Shop CC's for Your Fresh The solve this? Step - 1. Proverbs - 15:1"A soft  Note Herbews - 12 3 "For consder him
Clkul“&c:::lds Bev answer tumeth away wrath: but grievous  that endured such contradiction of sinners

% | Smmith words stir up anger. If you know that you against himself, lest ye be wearied, and faint
at her are right in what you are saying, then why in your minds". Christ endured conflicts,

are you so angry? Why can't you silence  why can't we?
New Time from yourself for the sake of Christ? Is being "R~ And to conclude our session, Step - 3, "L 0,
7PM to 10PM L G H T" in your own Eyes woth V. E. " was the missing Ingredient. Note

nisking your-salvation? Since you see the Luke- 7: 47 "but to whom litke is forgiven,

:lingxylm'hvrhnlsfoivjnmgh;mar% dmsamebved)liuie".lsymrbve
y can't you e or her’ measured by your amount of

AM 1340 WOOW Remember, the person you really are, is the  un-Forgiveness)

personality you intesject”. Note To The Readers

S@‘-ZRewndiamEadxofyouate Flder(hvissexveasSmdaySdmd

da;tngu)bebel'ievetsBur,ifwemﬂym Teacher at the New Beginning Church Of

trymng to personify Christs nature, then Deﬁvaance,mxhdxehlﬂsdicﬁonofﬂshop

pude cannot be a ruling factor. If the Jack Richardson

individual offended don't wont to make

Jerty N.
WILLIFORD

North Carolina District #1
Us House of Representatives

For Your Family and His - A Representative with V alues

¥kkk Xk kK%

The progress of our public schools, the continued excellence of our university system
and community colleges, the protection of our environment, the creation of jobs, the
well-being and safety of our citizens — all of these are my objectives. I truly believe
that together we can come up with creative ways to address all these issues and more,
through proper management of our state’s assets,

* Charles ¢ Restoration of Family Values

: Johnson v Utilization of North Carolina's Natural Resources

e NC.SENATE 7 Increased Long-Term Job Growth

You deserve representation in the State Senate by someone who understands our * DISERICT % Reformation of Social Security /Disability

people and our way of life. On July 20th I ask for your vote to send me back to the

North Carolina General Assembly as your Senator from District 3. vt Equitable Tobacco Buyout
EL 2222223
PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT CHARLES JOHNSON www.CharlesJohnson2004.com Paid for by the Jerry Williford for US House Committee

-

| | o)
(& @ | , v
Winterville Clutomotiye | $500.0FF

5307 Reedy Branch Rd. Winterille N 28590 | FFTHSCUMN!

(

Bruce Copeland ** Eddie Atchison
Service Manager* (252) 533-5933
Specializing in Toyotas & Lexus
On the Lot Financing,

Tax Season and Specials
Locally Owned & Operated,
Friendly, Courteous Service
Ask for Tim or Eddie

Winterville Automotive
5307 Reedy Branch Rd. Wintervillle, NC 28590
3 "“miles South of Pitt Community College
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Hazard of Weight

somehow so flawed that they fail to
measure this effect?

P don't know what to
make of it" says Dr. Steven

" Heymsfield of Columbia University.

"Blacks still have a lot of strokes and
heart attacks, but maybe it's for
reasons other than BML"

Also undlear is whether the same
18 true for of African descent in
other o dnwodd,cxpemuy,
since studies like those in the
United States have not been done.

One of the largest reports to look

Gain for Blacks Unclear

at this, an analysis of Ametican Cancer

iety data on more than 1 million
US. adults, found s ties between
w@tandbngcv:yo%:whma but
much less solid evidence for blacks,

For instance, the study found
only about a 20 percent increased risk
of death among overweight black
women, and even then only When
their body-mass index exceeded 35,
which is well into the obese fange. The
risk for black men began to rise when
dncymcheddxcovctweightcategory,
but thé increase was small.

Study is the first to focus on black Americans

Eyedrops delays

by Kathleen Fackelmann (USA)
Daily eye drops might prevent or

delay glaucoma in bl Amencans at

an urgent

case for blacks early for
warning signs of ﬁucoma, says Paul
Sieving, director of the National Eye
Institute, part- of the National

Institutes of Health, which paid for
the study. Open-angle glaucoma

affects more than 2 million
Americans and is the leading cause
of blindness among

African-Americans, he says.
Researcher Michael Kass of
Washington  University-St.  Louis
and his colleagues had shown in a
previous study that prescription eye
drops that lower pressure in the eye

could ward off glaucoma in white
Americans. The pew study,
published in this month's Archives
of Ophthalmology, is the first to
focus on blacks. The people in the
study didn't have glaucoma but did
have elevated pressure in at least
one eye, a major warning sign of the
disease.

Glaucoma develops when the
fluid in the eye drains too slowly,

Black marriages need chu

By Yolanda Young

This is the peak wedding season,
but for many African-Americans,
who marry at a rate lower than any
other ethnic group, in the place of
wishful anticipation is a sense of
hopelessness.

This is especially true for black
women, only 31% of whom have
husbands compared with 54% for
whites; 50% will not be married by
age 40. This is largely because of the

high number of black males who are
incarcerated, jobless or in interracial
relationships. Even more soberi
are studies that project 70% of black
marriages will end in divorce.
Reports suggest that married
people live longer and are less likely
to commit suicide, suffer from
alcoholism, depression or acute and
chronic illnesses. They earn more,
save more, are promoted faster and
have better sex lives. Conversely,

studies  show  children  of
single-parent households have a
higher rate of infant mortality and
behavioral problems and are twice
as likely to drop out of school.

Even so, these factors are not
Proving to be enough of an
incentive to keep black couples
together.

Family  therapist Audrey
Chapman says black couples face
more  obstacles than  whites.

considered statisti i r
h:vel;eenytn:tmscoulybkca!mi"n12,f
study participants were too few
toslws:mnnmd'
Another review that combined
dnu&omuvenlkxge i
follow-ups wsuggests a litde extra
wdghtmightmuﬂybeagood i
for Amencan bhchh;leodlmen
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glucoma in blacks

leading to high pressure and eye
damage. In the early stages of :hye
disease; people typically don't notice
anything. By the time symptoms
become apgue.nt, the disease is
advanced. People with glaucoma
gradually lose peripheral vision and
can become legally blind.

Kass and his colleagues gave
half the African-Ameticans with
high eye pressure the daily drops,

ch's help

Education and finance affect all
marriages, she says, but because of
higher rates of unemployment and
underemployment, black couples are
affected more. Also, because man
blacks have been raised in
single-parent  or dysfunctional
two-parent families, they do not
have a template of a successful
marriage.

Couples, activists and the
government are realizing that there

Brazil Sets Example for Taming AIDS

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) -
A decade ago, health experts predicted
an AIDS :gx:'buon i:xIP:tin America,
striking hardest at Brazil with its
teeming  population and  sexual
permissiveness. But the explosion
never came, and experts say Brazil's
handling of the problem may keep it
from ever happening. 1

"If you look over the map of
HIV/AIDS in Latin Ametica it looks
like the African map from 15 years
3g0," said Paulo Lyra, a consultant on
Latin America for the Pan American
Health Organization.

“But what's different with Latin
Ame:iuisﬂmitisbyfnrthc
developing region with the most

Black Sheriff Tells a Poi

Book Release of "Great Courage:
The First Black Sheriff Elected in the
South  Since Reconstruction”, an
Autobiography by Lucius D. Amerson
with A.E. Amerson

Fort Washington, MD - With the

access to antiretroviral treatment.”

Antiretroviral drugs reduce the
HIV in the bloodstream, making
HIV infection a chronic disease
rather than a terminal one.

In Latin America and the
Caribbean, about 400,000 people are
believed to need AIDS drugs and
about 55 percent are getting them. In
Africa, an estimated 4.4 million
people need drugs but only 2 percent
are getting them.

The biggest success story is
Brazil, thanks to a program of crisis
management that has been praised by
AIDS experts.

With a population of nearly 180
million, Brazil has by far the largest

y, "Great Courage”, the
late Sheriff Lucius D. Amerson, with
son AE. Amerson document the
true-life encounters and fast-paced

action associated with the late

number  of  patients. By
manufacturi cheap  generic
versions of the otherwise expensive
AIDS drug cocktail and offering
them free to all who need them, the
country has put itself at the forefront
of Latin America's war on AIDS.

Brazil's drug industry faced a
threat when the country entered the
World Trade Organization, which
mandates compliance with trademark
rules. But it was able to negotiate
deep discounts with pharmaceutical
makers simply by thfatening to
break the mll:s if treatments became
too costly.

Brazil was a global pioneer in
the manufacture of cheap generic

Amersons initial term in office as
Sheriff of Macon Comtyin'l"uskegee,
Alabama  (1967). Shenff Amerson
served five fouryear terms undl
retirement in 1987.

The book is being marketed as

AIDS drugs and still manufactures
those patented before it signed its
intellectual  property law. It
distributes these to patients who
have not yet developed resistance
and need more advanced drugs,

Brazil spends about 1.5 percent
of its health budget, or $175 million a
year, on anti-AIDS drugs.

- The giveaway cut the death rate
in half in just four years, saving an
estimated 100,000 lives. Since then,
the death toll has crept back up, but

In 2002, the last year for which
numbers are  available, 11,047
Brazilians died from the disease, only
slighty more than the 11,024 who

one of the forgotten civil rights story
of the 20th century. Amerson's historic
election over an incumbent white
sheriff gained national media attention
in 1966. The election marked the first
time an African-American was elected
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Some question the significance th:f
the racial comparison. They say that
since blacks die younger than whites,
the studies might underestimate the

Sull, if blacks truly suffer fewer
consequences of modest weight gain,

sheandodmspecuhtedm.cﬁffm
in body fat distribution might partly
explain why.

Fat s thought to be most

dangerous if it is packed around the
iﬁtumlotgms.m.kindoff?tismost
biologically  active, _ throwing _off
cholesterol levels and forcing up insulin

levels.
ight blacks tend to have
lower levels of harmful triglycerides and
higher amounts of protective HDL than
do similar-size whites, and this might be "
due to where their fat is deposited.
Bkcksmdtomryahtgapmpomqn
of their fat in a
rather than deep in the belly. .
Daniel Q. Haney is a Medical

under the skin

and half received the standard care
-- frequent checks for any sign of
disease but no eye drops. :
Daily eye drops reduced the
number of people who developed
the disease by about half: The team
found that 84% of the
African-Americans who  received
eye drops developed the disease,
compared with 16.1% of those in

the standard-care group.
The study confirmed other
feports  suggesting that  black

Ameticans are at higher risk of the
disease than white Americans, says
Mildred Olivier, a spokeswoman for

Prevent Blindness America of
Schaumburg, Il Scientists suspect
that the disease is more aggressive in
blacks, leading to greater damage at
an earlier age.

The - researchers suggest that
black Americans get an eye exam
once every two years starting at age
40. Evewyone else should get eye
exams, too, but they can start at age
60, says researcher Eve

Higginbotham of the University of .

Maryland.
Not everyone with high eye
pressure will go on to deve

glaucoma, so people should ask theit

may be no better place to turn for a
message of hope on marriage than
the black church.

A study by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
found that couples for whom
religion was important divorced at a
lower rate than other couples. This
month, the Brookings Institution
conducted a panel discussion called
“The Marriage Movement and the
Black Church." And House
Republicans have introduced a
measure that would provide funding
to religious institutions to promote
healthy iages.
Though Rep. Elijah Cummings,
died in 1997.

In 1990, the World Bank
estimated Brazil would have 1.2
million people infected with HIV by
2000. Today, authorities estimate the
total is about half that many.

Proportional to  population,
Brazil has had far less than its share
of the 100,000 people who died of
AIDS across Latin America and the
Caribbean last year.

Its neighbors have taken heart
from Brazil's example.

Experts who argued that
treatment was too expensive and
complicated  in  the
impoverished region now hold up
Brazil's program as a model.

The Brazilian government funds
five pilot programs in Latin America,
providing free anti-AIDS drugs and
expertise.

gnant Story Of The Real South During

release this week of the co-authored

autobi

as sheniff in the Deep South since the
Reconstruction ?pc;lod. Amugn
attributed his election to the recently
passed Voters Right Act of 1965 along
with support from student activists at
Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee
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D-Md., chairman of the
Congressional Black Caucus, does not
believe that marriage can be
legislated, he says African-Americans
should seek out institutions, such. as
the church, that provide a nurturing
environment. Chapman,  too,
concedes that her clients with
religious influences fare better. It
seems for African-Americans to make
their marriages work, they've got to
have faith,

Yolanda Young is author of On
Our Way to Beautiful: A Family
Memoir. )

Most of these progtams only treat
about 100 patients, except in Bolivia
and Paraguay, where the total number
of patients is only about 500. Brazil
treats nearly everyone.

Also contributing to  Brazil's
success is its frank, often graphic
AIDS  propaganda, . and  the
distribution of millions of free
condoms at festivals such as the Mardi
Gras carnival. ,

Sall, some 80 percent  of
Brazilians are Roman Catholic, and
although their church has not come
out strongly against the condom
program,  distribution - is  less
widespread outside the cities.

There are. no guarantees that
Brazil has been spared for good, warns
Mauro Teixeira, an adviser with the
Brazil Anti-AIDS program.

He points to the tny southem

The Sixties
University) and rural residents of the

Sheriff' Amos as he was called by
residents of the county was a Korean

| GREAT Col

0

Wiar veteran, who became known for his
flo-nonsense and up in your face style of
lf::ly enafl?;cemmt. He enforced the law

5 of color,
The book eqmﬂyw"m detajls of
Amerson's arest of white lay
enforcement officers for beating an
unarmed  African-American a

kmwnhiamry_oftheofﬁceofshedﬁ'u
wd! 3 a  profile of other
African-American ~ sheriffs across the
United States, ,
Book is available online g5t
www.sheri rson.com o
CONTACT:
What's Your Story Publishi
Phone: 301-792-2;06 hog
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