By HERB BOYD
Special to the AmNews

After he touched the casket
and mounted the platform to
the pulpit last week during
Alberta Spruill's funeral at
Convent Avenue Baptist
Church, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg began his remarks
by recalling how she played
multiple roles in the lives of so
many. He then took the blame
for her death, :

Spruill's death, according to
the medical examiner's report
released on Tuesday, was a
homicide, "sudden death fol-
lowing a police raid," said a
spokesperson for Charles S.
Hirsch, the chief medical exam-
iner.

"I failed to protect someone,"
said Bloomberg, his voice soft
and solemn. "Our actions failed
her. ... We must not trample
on the rights of law-abiding
citizens."

Spruill, 57, died of an appar-
ent heart attack on the morning
of May 16 after a dozen or so
police officers - on a tip sup-
plied by an informant - mistak-
enly battered down her
apartment door looking for
drugs and weapons. The offi-
cers tossed a enade into
, the apartment, hoping it would
distract anyone inside. Spruill
- was handcuffed and then re-
léased when the police discov-
gted they wefe in the wrong
apartment. The police also
leatned that Spruill had a heart
condition, but, according to

them, she refused at first to be
taken to the hospital. Suddenly

Spruill experienced cardiac ar-

 rest, and they rused her to

Harlem Hospital. She died less
than two hours later.

Bloomberg recalled how she
used to tell her co-workers that
if they messed with her, "I'll get
the mayor down here."

"Well, Alberta, you did get
the mayor here," he concluded.
A bus route she took to work
for nearly 30 years at a city
agency will be named in her

honor, the mayor said.

A few hours after the funeral
service, Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly met with an
auditorium full of concerned
citizens at police Area 5, lo-
cated on 147th Street and
Frederick Douglass Boulevard,
not too far from Spruill's apart-
ment, to discuss the details of
the raid and her subsequent
death.

Although the commissioner

‘was repeatedly praised for hold-

ing the session, which many
viewed as remarkably different
from the way the former mayor
and commissioner would have
handled the situation, there
were many in attendence who
wer not satisfied with the ex-
plaination for the wrongful
death.

Commissioner Kelly listed
eight mistakes the police made
leading up to and during the
raid, including failure of com-
munication between command-
ers of the 25th and 32nd
precincts, no indication in re-
ports that the dope dealer tar-
g:;d in the raid had already

arrested, improper pro-

cudures following the issuance

of a no-knock search warrant
and lack of further surveillance
of the site to verify the sale of
drugs. "A lot of mistakes were
made, and further investiga-
tions of the incident are under-
way," the commissioner assured
listeners during a rather heated
question-and-answer discussion.
While the medical examiner's
rulin% indicates that Sruill did
not blame the police for her
death, which means the police
avoid civil liability. "But if the
police hadn't raided her apart-
ment, she would still be alive
today," said would still be alive
today," said the Rev. Al
Sharpton, who seemed pertured
that the police were not blamed
for her death. As Sharpton
noted, what remains is to estab-
lish whether the action by the
police was criminal, and if so,
who will be prosecuted.

Meanwhile, Johnnie Cochran,
representing Spruill's two sis-
ters, has filed a $500 million
lawsuit, charging the police
with wrongful death.

Commissioner Kelly said he
was not sure where the "confi-
dential informant" was who
gave them the information that
set the deadly scenario in mo-
tion.

Several people who live in the
same apartment building where
Spruill lived asked him why a
buy-and-bust process was not
administered before the raid.

~ "L can obly relate to you what... .

happened,” he replied. “Some
mistakes were made, and we're
doing all we can to make sure
such a tragedy doesn't happen
continued page
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State NAACP exec ¢claims
ay loans can help;

ay
I\Etglonal NAACP says no

Yates have been allegedly the two NAACP officials,
, "sneaking for over a year," "Where are the ethics?"
EXCLUSIVE told The Wilmington Alston, speaking on behaff of
Journal "%Skip'}.:»] slllowly stli‘ck- h}llmself and Yates, denies the
ing a knife in his heart." charges.
DI-CASH MICHAELS Ragleigh community activist But so obvious were their ac-
JOURNAL close to the issues rhetorically tions, critics allege, that no less
Have the president and an asked of the allegations against
Executive Committee member
of the state NAACP Conference
of Branches lobbied the General

Assembly to [ﬁass a payday
lending bill that many critics
say would, if it becomes law,
“allow lenders to charge exorbi-
tant rates which ... trap vulner-
able consumers in a cycle of
debt?"

Sources in the state
Legislature, the NAACP and
activists against payday lending
practices say yes, and wonder
why the national NAACP
Board hasn't come down on
state President Melvin "Skip”
Alston, a board member, and
his third -vicé president,
Winfall Mayor Fred Yates, for
allegedly going against their
civil rights organization's reso-
lution denouncing what some
call a short-term version of
predatory lending,

One NAACP chapter officer,
who asked not to be named but
confirmed that Alston and

Everlasting Memories

Paying tribute to two v?ry distinguished individuals.

J.H. Rose’s 2003’ prom king and queen (William Taylor and Candace Taylor),

William and Candace Are both graduating seniors at J.H. Rose High School,

William will be furthering his education at North Carolina Central University in Durham,
NC, whil¢ Candace will be furthering hers at UNC in Chapel Hill. Keep up the good
work and we’re all proud of you.

* Serving Fastern North Carolina Sin‘ce 1981 Jun 3 - Jun 14, 2003

"HOMICIDE

Piano Recital Held . . . .

First Row [L-R] Destinie Corbeft, Kaylah
Franklin. Second Row (L-R] Emily Dixon

Hines, Teacher.

_ Black
indepen

By Stanley B. Chambers Jr.,
The Daily Reflector

Local black leaders said Friday
they have met with national
NAACP officials and launched
their own investigation into the
March 7 death of a man in po-
lice custody. '

During a news conference at
the Pitt County NAACP office
in. Greenville, Calvin
Henderson, president of the lo-
cal branch, said the group still
is waiting for a favorable re-
sponse from elected city offi-
cials ding a set o
demands the group issued last
month related to the death of
Eugene Allen Boseman, 41.

The Greenville man died "as a
result of agitated delirium
caused by cocaine use, psycho-
sis and stopping antipsychotic
medications," according to an
autopsy report. Boseman, who
the autopsy report said suffered
from infection, nearly bit
off part of one officer's hand in
the struggle, police said.

His fiancee said she watched
as officers beat him to death,
bu: a medical exganiger'im
autopsy report said that bruises
found on his head, back and
Legsthdid not contribute to his

eath,

Boseman was behaving erratic-
ally and walking in his under-
wear in the travel lanes of
Memorial Drive when
Greenville police officers tried
to subdue him in the early
morning of March 7.Henderson
and other local black leaders on
May 18 issued a set of specific

: ?ndln ain}od at reforming
criminal justice procedures in
Groenvﬂf'e. The group requested
that; The mayor and City
Council immediately place the
police, fire and rescue depart-
ments under a public safety
commission appointed by the
mayor and City Council,

police personnel be re-
quired to mismi&;om lete
a course in how to e ive?
deal with people with menta
disabilities,

« « . Piano students of Gloria
The students included Kaylah Brown, Destinie Corbe:
Aniya Gaynor, Jasmine Johnson, ShaVonte' Mills, R.
Achievement were presented to each stud

d

Greenville, Pitt County and the
state immediately pursue the in-
de‘pendent review of all police
killings of citizens by federal
authorities assigned outside the
area where the killing took
place.

No district attorney be allowed
to review and decide the fate of
a local police a%ency involved
in the killing of a citizen
within the reviewing DA's ju-
risdiction.

The NAACP, Concerned
Citizens for Justice, and the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference in Greenville and
Pitt County, originally set a
June 10 dma’ine for elected
city officials fo "respond favora-
bly" to the demands, or the
group would proceed with pro-
test demonstrations and boy-
cotts.

A letter addressed to Mayor
Don Parrott, containing the de-
mands announced on May 18
and signed by leaders of each
group, was distributed at
Friday's news conference.

"While we realize that you
may not be able to accomplish
all the things we have re-

uested within 20 days from
the date of this report,” the let-
ter states, "we ask you to at
least inform us of your com-
pleted efforts and full intent
within this time frame so that
we may decide our next course
of action."

In addition to the original de-
mands, the letter asked the
mayor to respond to questions
about his knowledge of any
events like the Boseman case in
the city's history and his role in
handlinghcmn ain(t!s filed
against the police department.
Parrott said he had not been in- -
formed of Friday's news con fer-
ence

“I will get input from the
(City) Council and input from
my staff, and I will respond to
the letter in due time," he said.
"I don't know what date that
will be, but it will be fairly
soon."

Henderson said members of

Hines were presented in a piano recital recently.
ft, Emily Dixon, Tawanna Franklin, Dedra Garner,
J. Smith and Catherine Wills. Certificates of

ent and"a reception followed with family and friends.

Brown, Dedra Garner, R.J. Sm
, Jasmine Johnson, Cathérine

ith, Aniya Gaynor and Tawanna
Wills, ShaVonte Mills and Gloria
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leaders launch
eant death probe

the local NAACP chapter met
Thursday with state executive
director Jim Wiggins to discuss
the Boseman case. The group
plans to share information it
gathers related to the case with
national NAACP officials.
“The Boseman case is of great
national interest, and the state,
re%ional, and national officials
will be visiting Greenville nu-
merous times during this pend-
ingdinvestigation," Henderson
sal

The NAACP plans to hold its
annual state convention in
Greenville this October,
Henderson said.

The NAACP and other local
groups are using the Boseman
case to address other concerns
in the black community, includ-
ing proposed tax increases, the
quality of recreational facilities,
alleged discrimination and dis-
parities in the hiring and pro-
moting of black city and
Greenville Utilities employees
and alleged mismanagement of
funds for low income and dis-

advantaged residents.

Sitting next to Henderson dur-
ing the news conference was
councih;'osmhan Rose Gl(;‘ver,f
who said she su the ef-
forts of the NA,gmnd be-
lieves that public officials
should answer to community
concerns. :

"I'm not here to say that we're
a perfect city government, but
the government is for the peo-
ple so we need to do what is
necessary to see that le are
being treated fairly," Glover
said.

Henderson said he_has received
some resistance from the public
but is not moved by negative
comments.

"We will not stop till justice is
done," he said.

Others who attended thi#news
conference were SCLC state
B:mident Bennie Roundtree,

itt County NAACP head of le-

al redress Ed Carter, and
gosemm's two sisters, Cynthia
Baylock and Regina Love.
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R Aay was the 3oth

I\/lmwemry of the

v York  state
legislature's enactment of the so-
called Rockefeller Drug Laws.

Proposed by Governor Neison @

A. Rockefeller, the “get-tough”

“laws were supposed to solve the °

burgeoning drug and crime
problem by locking up significant
participants in the drug trade
and thus deterring others from
involvement. .

But it hasn’t worked out that
m . 19

“To be sure, the sentences are
harsh. For example, a single ten-
dollar sale of cocaine brings a
minimum sentence of one to
three years in prison—and four
and a half to nine years if the
offender has a prior conviction.
A first-time offender convicted of
participating in the sale of two
ounces. of .cocaine will draw a
minimum sentence of fifteen
years—and, possibly, a life-term
sentence,

However, contrary to the
original justifications that they
would target the major
traffickers and violent
individuals, the laws have largely
been ineffective in thwarting the
drug trafficking and violent
crime they were g?igned to stop.
- Aceording to Ernest Drucker,
Professor of Epidemiology and
Social Medicine and

Professor of Psychiatry at
Montefiore  Medical Center
/Albert- Einstein College of

‘In memory of the peacemakers

took on new meaning to

This Memorial Day holiday
the 160 American families

who lost loved ones in the war - B2

s S

barbecues and baseball.
appropriate that our nation

honors those who have died in

war for our freedom. But why do.
we only honor those who fought
in wars for freedom, why don’t we
also honor those who make peace
for our freedom?

Of course, there is Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the day we
have set aside to honor him. But
what about those others who died
for their commitment to non-
violence and civil rights for all
Americans? Many of these
heroes and sheroes were young in
age or young at heart. People who
saw the goodness in human
beings and who believed that they
could change the world for the

better. People like the thousands -

of young men and women who
left college in the 1960s to join the
Student Non-violent
Coordinating Committee's
Freedom Summers in Mississippi
and Alabama.  People like
‘Michael Schwerner, Andrew
Goodman and James Chaney who
went to Neshoba County,
Mississippi in 1964 and who were
killed for their voter registration
work in the black community
there. People like the Michigan
housewife Viola Liuzzo who was
killed in Lowndes County,
s‘lx;ggéna for her civil rights work

Or Jonathon Daniels, an
Episcopal seminarian who was

STATE NAACP
Continued from page 1

the national NAACP Board of
Directors, wrote a stinging letter
to members of the North
Carolina General Assembly,
making clear what the
organization's omclahl, position on
payday lending is in case they
were confused.

‘I am writing to urge you to
stop the predatory practice of
nydqyleudlmn:la North nCm)um
by prevent ouse Bill 1213
from becoming law," Bond wrote,
adding that the "anti-consumer
bill ' perpetuates the very

practices its supporters claim
they want to regulate.”
"The NAACP, whose board I

e s
5

the Rockefel

|

were convicted of offenses in the
three lowest classes of drug
felonies, which involve very
small amounts of drugs. And less
than a quarter of these inmates
had any prior violent felony
convictions for any crime.
Nearly a third had no prior felony
convictions at all.

Since May 1973, more than
150,000 people have  been
sentenced to New York’s prisons
for nonviolent drug offenses—
helping to fuel the state’s
astounding boom in both
inmates, from 14,400 then to more
than 70,000 today, and in prison
expenditures,

But the misery hasn't been

confined only to New York.
_ James Lanier, senior resident
scholar for Community Justice
Programs at the National Urban
League’s Institute of
Opportunity and Equality, points
out that “more than any other
single legislative act, New York’s
adoption of the Rockefeller Drug
Laws [symbolized) the beginning
of the massive surge in
incarceration” in states across
the country.

Lanier and Drucker are
writing separate essays on the
nation’s disastrous addiction to
“mass incarceration” as a policy

X BERNICE
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"killed in that same Alabama

county in that same year
Daniels, a New Hampshire native,
was shot dead trying to protect a
young African American woman
and friend after both had just
been released from prison.
Where are the national
silent, thanksgiving for o thouy
silent or

who died, who were incarcerated
repeatedly, who were harassed
and beaten because of their non-
violent work on behalf of the
oppressed and disenfranchised in
our own nation?

Or do we pause to remember
the contributions of Jean
Donovan, a Catholic laywoman
and Dorothy Kazel, an Ursuline
nun and Maura Clarke and Ita
Ford, both Maryknoll
missionaries, all of whom were
working with the poor in El
Salvador and were killed in 1980
by para-militaries financed by the
US.?  Extraordinary women
committed to peace for the poor
in that war-torn land. When do
we honor them?

Then there are the
peacemakers like Amy Beale who
made the ultimate sacrifice for
her beliefs. Amy Beale was a
Stanford University graduate,
whose Fulbright scholarship took

aimed at minorities."

Bond's  passage  abouf
“...prohibiting our (chapters)]
from accepting contributions’
from payday lenders" has
particular importance.

Published reports confirm that
one of the major payday lending
companies in the country
Advance America, Inc. of
Spartanburg, 8. has
cosponsored  voter registration
drives' with NAACP chapters
across the South, alarming some
observers that the alleged motive
Is to gain influence in the
African-American community,
where many payda§ loan
companies target low-income
consumers with high interests
loans,

Advance America s of
particular interest here.in North

Carolina. Its president and CEO,
Billy Webster, confirms he's had
discussions with Alston, Yates,
and other black leaders here

»

"WiatIdeSeehWthonGet William Clark  General Mgr.
t You Read Is What You Know Michael Adams  Editor |
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of law enforcement for the Urban

- League’s forthcoming scholarly

Journal, The State of Biack
America 2003. Both assert that

" ‘because police drug enforcement

in concentrated -on the street-
level trade in black and Hispanic
communities, the effect of the
Rockefeller drug laws and ' the
laws it ingpired across the
country has been to exacetbate to
an astonishing degree the racial
character of who gets arrested,
convicted and imprisoned for
drugs in America.

- Nationally, African Americans
account for 13 percent of the
nation’s drug users, their
proportion. of “the general
population. But they make up 35
percent of drug arrests and 53
percent of drug convictions.

Moreover, such massive
incarceration has been fiscally
foolish. It's a highly expensive
but ineffective deterrent in the
important war against drugs and
violent crime in America.

A Dbetter approach, now
supported by experts across a
wide philosophical spectrum, is
to focus on drug education,
prevention, and intensive
treatment.

There’s no doubt that the
Rockefeller drug laws are unjust;
and there is widespread,
nonpartisan agreement that they
should be substantially changed.
Such government officials as
Governor George E. Pataki, a
Republican, and Sheldon Silver,

the Democratic Speaker of the

her to South Africa, where she
was studying and working with
those trying to put back together
a nation torn asunder by decades

+.of ‘apartheid. While driving in

Capetown, her car was
surrounded and she was beaten
and stabbed by a group of
outsiders who did not know her
or what she had done on behalf of
that community. The story of this
amazing beacon of hope named
Amy did not end with her Jcath,
however. Her equally amazing
parents, Peter and Linda Beale,
visited Capetown to see the
community where their daughter
had been killed and saw the
con ns she was trying to
change. Instead of being filled
with anger and hate, they chose
to be filled with love and hope and
started the Amy Beale
Foundation which continues to
work in that community,
including running

Amy’s Bread, which provides
jobs and food for the very
community where she was killed.

When do we honor Amy Beale
for her contribution to freedom in
the world?

And this year, when do we -

honor Rachel Corrie, the 23-year-
old young American killed by an
Israeli Defense Force bulldozer
driver as she stood non-violently
in front of the home of a
Palestinian family? Even those
who might not agree with her
position, must acknowledge that
she was a young woman
committed to peace in one of the
most violent places of a war-torn
world. As she stood there in an
orange fluorescent vest, she

er Drug Laws

Jim Rouse

other politicos have publicly |
supported revising them.

Yet, the laws remain as
have been. i

Thus, it's welcome to see
Russell Simmons, co-owner and
founder of Def Jam -Records,
Sean “P. Diddy” Combs, and
others involved in the hip-hop
music industry at the head of a
campaign that uses the appeal of
hip-hop to mobilize ordinary
citizens, particularly adolescents
and young adults, to press for
reform of the laws.

-This is a vitally important
effort for several reasons.

One is that the two latter
groups are most “at risk” of, on
the one hand, succumbing to the
street-level lure of the illicit drug

another year,
Reports indicate that Adu, of Potomac, Md.,.had no intention of
playing NCAA soccer and has renounced his amateur status by
signing the contracts. He is using the Nike deal as insurance should
an injury end his career. 4 .

”Thlsdealgivesl?reddytheabmtynmnchnytogothmughvschool

Publisher
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14-Year-Old Soccer Player
Signs $1 Million Deal with Nike

(Special to the NNPA)-Freddy Adu, 14, has signed a $1 milliors
contract with Nike choosing to be represented by sports agents.
Richard Motzkin and Dan Segal at California-based SportsNet, LLC. *
Arnold'hrzganMufamﬂya‘dvisonhelpedtheyouthseamhtoran:
agent. Adu is unlikely to sign a professional playing contract for:

C¥Cveegeesvscovnsy TFTERE SV e

to Tarzy. ‘

trade, and thus, becoming a
statistic of the Rockefeller drug
laws; or, in the neighborhoods in
which many of them live,
becoming an innocent-bystander
victim of the variety of crimes

andnothavetosenhhphymgabﬂlty[toamnogetﬁvmpomtA
topolntBinhism"’l‘auytoldareporten "This acts as'his
insurance. There's not the same kind of money being offered around
tosoccerplayersllkethemlsforbaaloetball.andi&isdiﬂ'ic\nttogetthe
klndofmsurancethat'uouldsetn'eddyupforlﬂ'eif' ‘

happened. There aren't LeBron James deals being offered in soccer."

associated with the drug trade.

Equally important, however, is
the fact that, regardless of their
musical tastes, these young
people, and society as a whole,
can reap enormous benefits from
their becoming politically aware
and motivated, benefits that can
go well beyond the immediate,
just campaign of righting what
has been a terrible wrong.

practiced what all non-violent
protestors have been taught - to
try to look at your attacker in the
eye with love and find that.
person’s humanity. When. do we
honor Rachel Corrie and others,
like the Christian Peacemaker
Teams sent by the historic peace
churches to that place to observe
and stand between Palestinians
and Israelis on behalf of peace?
Earlier this year, the World
Council of Churches issued a
statement decrying the war in
Iraq. In it, Dr. Konrad Raiser, the

Because of his age, Adu's contract calls for a specific number of
appearances over the duration of the contract, rather than on a year-
to-year basis. More details and an announcement about both signings
in expected soon. ;

Scouts have been tracking Adu for years, because of his
extraordinary skills. He has been featured on television and in
newspapers in Japan, Brazil and England. '

After being offered a lucrative deal from Italian-based Inter Milan
when he was 11, Adu continues to train and practice with the US.
under-17 ‘national team in
championships in Finland.

preparation for the August world

Somumm‘MmArﬂvelanver,Phoenk

NEW YORK (IRIN)—The first group of Somali Bantus who were
living in Kenyan refugee camps for the past decade have arrived in the
American cities of Denver and Phoenix.

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) said this was the beginning of one
of the biggest resettlement operations to take place from Africa, in
which some 11,800 Somali Bantus will be resettled in the United States.
After weeks of cultural orientation classes, the first batch of 74
Somalis left Kenya late last month. Another 150 are ex|

expected to travel

before mid-June, the statement said. The Church World Service, along
with eight other voluntary agencies, will oversee the resettlement
program in the United States,

Therefugeesorlginanywemschedulgi to start . st ye
but tightened security measures after the M“;Iwms

iving last year,

pushed back the date, y B
The Somali Bantus—a minority group whose physical, cultural and
linguistic characteristics distinguish them from the Cushific majority

in Somalia—were considered for resettlement in the United States,
because they faced difficult circumstances in their country where they
were treated as second-class citizens, partly because they are
descended from slaves.

In the early 1990s, during civil war in Somalia, more than 10,000
Bantus fled to refugee camps in Kenya, where discrimination against
them by major Somali clans continued. :

World Council’s general

secretary, said, “Wars cannot be _ Cameroon’s 'm’ Radio Station Forced Off Air
won, only peace can.” Last ‘
December, on receiving the Nobel | DOUALA, Cameroon (IRIN)—The government of Cameroon forced

Peace Prize, former President
Jimmy Carter said, “war may be
a necessary evil, but it is evil.”
Yet we honor only war.

There is the Civil Rights
Institute  in  Birmingham,
Alabama which tells the story of
not only the civil rights
movement but also of human
rights activists. There is the Civil
Rights Museum in Memphis,
Tennessee located at the old
Lorraine Motel where Dr. King
was killed. But as our nation
discusses whether more war
memorials should be built on the
Mall in Washington, D.C.,
perhaps someone should raise the
question of where is the
monument to those who work for
peace. .

Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles,
who failed in his 2002 North
Carolina bid for the U.S. Senate.
The two are close friends today,
with Webster's company
contributing $10,000 two years
ago to Bowles' fundraiser for
diabetes research.

It is widely known that both
Alston and Yates were allegedly
quiet supporters of Bowles'
Senate bid. Bowles even thanked
Yates publicly for his support the
night he won the Democratic
primary. That proved somewhat
embarrassing, because Yates,
beyond being state NAACP third
vice president, is also chairman

of the nonpartisan organization's
Political
which is supposed to vet the

Action Committee,

candidates fairly without bias.

So what does this have to do
with payday lending?

Sources tell The Carolinian
that Bowles has been calling state
lawmakers on behalf of his
friend Webster, pushing for
passage of the HB-1213 payday-
lending bill,

- The full court press of
Alston, Yates and Bowles, among
others, helped to. split the N.C.
Legislative Black Caucus on the

X

‘had some involvement, but I

e

issue, and garner passage in the
N.C. House, sources allege.. The-
bill is now pending in the state
Senate; and could be:voted on as
early as this afternoon.

Advance America CEO .Billy
Webster, in a phone interview
from Spartanburg Tuesday, again
denied having Alston and Yates to
lobby for him.

‘I’ know [Alston and Yates) have

didn't know they were at the

Legislature,” Webster told Th
Carolinian, stating emphaticalls
that "we have no relationship."

‘I think they're advocates fo,
payday lending reform.”’,

He also denied that he askec
Bowles to intercede for him, anc

a new radio station to shut down last week, the day before it was due
to go on air, Reporters without Borders (RSF) said.

It is the third government-ordered closure of a media group in
recent weeks.

According to the Paris-based
surrounded the offices of Freedom FM in the port city of Douala and
closed the radio station on the orders of Communications Minister
Jacques Fame Ndongo. The minister said Freedom FM did not have
government permission to broadcast.

RSF described the move as “a serious attack on press freedom,”
designed to silence media criticism of President Paul Biya and his
government in the run-up to next year’s presidential elections.

“This uncalled for measure is a severe blow to news diversity in
Cameroon,” Robert Menard, the secretary general of RSF, said in a
letter to the communications minister. : '
Independent radio and television stations are officially allowed to
exist in Cameroon, but that in practice, says the RSF, they are forced to
operate illegally since the authorities do not respond to requests for
licenses. It umedtheaovommenttoallowli‘reedomFMtogoon air.
Pius Njawe, the head of the Messager media group which owns
Freedom FM, said the government had initially responded positively
to the station’s request for a broadcast
“We completed all the formalities,” RSF quoted Njawe as saying.
“The ministry even sent technicians to inspect our equipment.”

press freedom group, police

ing license,

Militants Suspected in Latest Nigeria Pipeline Blast

LAGOS, Nigeria (IRIN)—The main Pipeline supplying natural gas
to Nigeria's biggest power station has ¥en ruptured by explosives
planted by suspected ethnic [jaw militants, the navy said.
The pipeline, which exploded last Saturday at the village of Ajama,
near-the oil town of Warri in the ofl-rich Niger Delta, supplies gas
from transnational ChevronTexaco’s Escravos gas plant to the Egbin
thermal power station, near Nigeria's biggest city, Lagos.,
No one has claimed responsibility for the blast, the second in two
months in the volatile oil region targeting a key pi
“We mpet:tm tlhR’IN ljaw youths did it,” Shinebi Hungiapuko, navy

peline.

8 )

Bello Oboko, a leader of the militant Federated Niger Delta Ijaw
:&w&m denml:d responsibility for the blast. He accuseduthe
pipeline was damaged
have ruptured it unwittingly.

In April, a major pipeline supplying crude oil from Escravos to

out some military raids in the area where the
during the weekend, suggesting troops may

claimed no knowledge of hij: -
doing so. :
"Erskine remains a closc
friend, as .is his wife
Crandall...and he's been involvec

‘inalot of issues," Webster said.

But some in the Legislature say
different.

i accmtotheonwulthpmduoodonﬂmrhnd

refineries in Warri and tg;enorthorn city of Kaduna were similarly
aggrieved over the distribution of electoral wards they said favored

engaged government troops in gun battles. More

than 100 people were killed in two weeks of violence,

The government has responded with a massive depld@ment of

troops in the region that produces most ¢
in the impoverished most of Nigeria's oil. But activists

\ region accuse President Olusegun
Obasanjo's government of ignoring thejr plight and denying them
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When it comes to tackling
racism in school and the
community, the students of
STIR hope to shake things up
next fall.

But figuring out how to do
that can be daunting when all
the black students still sit on
one side of the cafeteria,
STIR members say, and all
the white students still sit on
the other side.

Or when a so-called "friend"
will only talk to someone in
fthe hallway because his
friends laugh at him for
talking to an Arab in the
cafeteria.

It takes guts to change

Christiuna Freeman, South of Central High School with fellow STIR member Sarrin
"Smith. " There are different people in America not just the people of your own race

doesn't want to feel
ostracized by her peers for
being friends with someone
who is white, especially a
white male. And she
doesn't want to feel like her
d teachers are favoring
certain kids over other kids
when it comes to discipline.
It is situations like this that
sets off Christiana and what
makes her want to do
something about what she
sees happening in school
with STIR, she said.

"We hope to stop all the
nonsense - bring it to a
complete halt," Christiana
said. "There are different
people in America, not just
the people of your own race
or your religion."

Fallon Speaker, a junior at

ine what life is like for
another person. "You have
to put yourself in someone
else's shoes," she said. "It's
the only way to know how
they feel."
While students are con-
cerned about the way they
treat each other, their con-
cerns extend to how stu-
dents feel they are treated by
teachers as well. These
issues can range from a
reprimand for speaking in a
non-English language or
watching a teacher smile
vaguely when a top student
makes a racist remark,
rather than reprimanding
that student.

The attitudes and values
each student has begins at
home, the students said. It's
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Tackling Racism - An Article Published in The Daily Reflector

cause we're all comfort-
able. Black people are
comfortable with black
people. No one wants to
change," she said. The key
is, she said, change must
happen for the situation to
improve.

Fallon said she has a
friend who seems to have
found a good balance of
mixing with all kinds of
groups in school, but he
also stays true to himself.
"He mixes with white peo-
ple, black people, but she
doesn't forget where she
comes from," she said.

Erica Plouffe can be
contacted at
eplouffe@coxnewscom

e For example, South Central Ayden-Grifton,  believes dfficult to break out of that

or your religion Ilith-grader Christiana people's attitudes would  mind-set once you're in it,

: ~ . Freeman, who is black, change if they could imag- Christiana said. "It's be-
g oo

1900 South Pitt Street
Greenville, NC 27835 s
(252) 321-6991
Hours: Mon - Sat 9am - Opm
Sun 1lpm - pm

~FEATURING ~

All Merita Products

Fresh Breads

Fresh Baked Goods
including
Cakes, Cupcakes, Desserts, & Snacks

Hot Dog, Hamburger, & Specialty Rolls

' Soft Drinks & Speciaity Juices Y
‘ ~OPEN-~ ‘

10 am to § pm Monday - Friday
92 amto 5 pm, Saturday

204-A West Matlon s REAct - Funnimenic NC 37851+ i 1ty AlAg

Ulres de Cocrs deniy tor e .
S

Out of Sight, Out of Mind?

Sewer spills

YUK!They’re messy, bad for the environment, and can result in stiff
financial penalties from state regulators. Greenville Utilities does
everything it can to prevent sewer spills. But we can’t do it alone. You play
an important role in helping us maintain an efficient public sanitary
sewer system.

What causes sewer spills? It's simple. They’re caused by improper
disposal of items into the sewer system. We ask you to be aware of
the following guidelines:

® Please avoid pouring fats, oils or grease from cooking down the
drain. Instead, coilect them in a container and dispose in the
trash. '

® Please don’t use your toilets as a wastebasket. Place a waste-
basket in the bathroom to dispose of items such as disposable
diapers and personal hygiene products.

® Unless you have a garbage disposal, please don’t use your drain
to dispose of food scraps. Place food scraps in waste containers
or garbage bags for disposal,

We appreciate your cooperation in following those few simple
guidelines. Together, we can protect our sewer system and our
cnvironmcgl. For moreinformation, please contact us at 551-1551.

&! Greenville
& Utilities
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Faith My

HOW CAN A PARENT
FIND PEACE OF MIND?

One of the most important les-
sons to be learned as a
mirrowed in the way God deals
with His children. He is a
contract-making God. He tells
us what will happen if-we do

tis

of (1 Now

e i
ificity, will happen i
m He offers to help us
make good choices if we ask
Him for wisdom and readily of-
fers to help us do anything He

_ wants done that we cannot do
on our own.

Central to'the whole relation-
ship with His children is the
matter of choice. If His children
go bad, it is thier choice to do
so. When they suffer the conse-
quences, it is because they -
knowinfly chose to go against
His will.

Put this in a parenting rela-

tionship. This is the opposite of
" trying to make all of our chil-

dren's decisions for them, and
then trying to jump in and pro-
tect them when they have made
bad choices.

The best we can do is to show
them clearly what we expect,

6

and within what period of time.
Tell them ¥ehﬁt t\:ill h ilfl
they ‘obey. iem what wi
h‘;ﬁ:?} they don't.

en we do this we can stop
yelling, threatening, an repeat-
ing ourselves. It means we can
stop complaining and nagging
to pick up the pile of clothes in
their room. It means we can
lower our voice and be civilized
about our expectations. It is to
say, "From now on, children,
you choose how it will be with
you. As God fathers iis, so we
will parent you, We're here for
you, but on these terms. It's
your move."

Howrs ; 320

0-19:00
Yheors-Fri-Sat

UM Deek €¢.

- GQycemrille

2827569853
i

N 2783

L

/ .

BRAINS!

YOU!

You probably don't realize how important you are
to your family and friends. Well, you are. It's your
laughter they enjoy, your opinions they listen to,
and your experiences from which they learn.

If you suffei from high blood pressure, it may lead
to a stroke. So why risk damage to your brain and
losing a part of you that so many others count on?
If you don't know your blood pressure, get it

checked now.

So let's prevent a stroke by eating right and
being active, monitoring and controlling your
blood pressure, and calling 911 if you see the
signs of stroke. You're too important to lose.

v
PN
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Mis Beatriee Maye

The editor

Sunday, June 15 is Father's
Day 2003. "Good fathers not
only tell how to live - they
show us."

You don't have to meet a man
face to face to know what kind
of a father he is. Just listen to
the way his children refer to
him.

The respect that children have
for their parents can be a good
indicator of how much respect
they deserve. One of the Ten
Commandments is to honor our
father and mother (Exodus
20:12). But how many parents
live in a way that is worthy of
honor?

Would your. child point out in
a crowd and say proudly,
"That's my dad!"

A good test of whether you

are a father who is respected
his children is to ask y%eu?ssel?'}z
“Do I want my son to be what |
am, to do what I do, to go
where 1 go?"

Fathers, remember that never
before in all history have your
children needed the undivded
interest and attention of loving
parents as in these days of a
polluter moral and spiritual at-
mosphere.

Boys need fathers to learn
how to be men. Men have un-
derestimated their own impor-
tance in raising healthy and
competent sons and daughters.
Through his action and words,
a father can have an immeasur-
able impact on the life of his or
her child,

"A Christ like example is a fa-
ther's greatest gift to his chil-
dren."  Beatrice Maye

10 Suggestions to Help Loved

Ones Who Are Mourning

1. Don't try to fix us. There is
no magic pill

2. Don't tell us to snap out of
it, we can't. We know you are
uncomfortable seeing us in
pain, but we will recover at our
OwWn pace, not yours.

3. Don't take it personally if
we don't return your phone
calls. We are just trying to get
through each day intact. If you
care about us, keep trying.

4. Don't be afraid to talk about
our loved one. We find comfort

in knowing that other people
miss them too. We want to
hear your stories and special
memories.

5. Don't assume the role of”
stand-in parent for our children.
It hurts to see someone trying
to fill in. For us, there is no
substitute, ,

6. Don't tilt your head and
look at us with puppy dog eyes.
We don't want pity.

7sDon't ask about our finan-
cial situation. It's none of your
business. :

8. Don't harp on how strong
we are. We're not trying to be
role models. You may see us as
strong, but chances are we fall
apart when you're not around.
9. Don't be put off our moodi-
ness. Some day we want to be
social, other days we don't.

10. Don't abandon us. we need
you as just as much a year later
as we did a month later. And
when things are better, we will
remember how you were there
for us. “

18 MORE "TRIED 'TRUE"

WAYS TO BEAT STRESS

1. Before going to bed, set out
breakfast items and lay out eve-
rything you'll need for work or
school - clothes, ( in perfect re-
pair), lunches, homework, etc, -
so you can simply pick-up - ' n-
go in the morning.

2. Get up 20 minutes earlier so

‘The Obituary
The day of our years are three score
years and ten; and if by reason of
strength they be fourscore years, yet is
their strength labor and sororrow; for
it is soon cut off, and we fly away
Psalm 90:10

Pt De Jne5, 2003 WeHonOu P Whs Pves The

From The Desk Of Mrs Beatrine Maye

grou can have a non-rushed
eakfast. (If you need an alarm
clock to wake you up in the
morning, you aren't going to
bed on time, say sleep experts).
3. Walk whenever possible
(take the stairs instead of the
elevator, hand- deliver work,
pape;s, efc).

4. Plan grocery shopping,
banking, and post ogfce Visits .
L) youd it the non-cl;‘aotic times
(e.g. don't gr shop on
Satgrday aﬁemo‘;nry, and don't
try to mail a package on
Monday morning).

5. Go to the bathroom before
leaving home or work ( simple,
but amazing stress reducer).

6. Look for the humor in every
situation. Humor allows you to
Jjump out of the picture so you
can get a grip on things.

7. Tell people (including chil-
dren) you'll "get back" to them
with your decisions, rather than
always making your decisions
on the spot.

8. Get an answering machine
80 you can accept phone calls
or your schedule, not other peo-
ple's.

9. Always be in the middle of
a spellbinding book; it's some-
thing to look forward to after a

, Y. .
- 10. Use traffic jam time to plan
your weekends or vacations.

itt County

Tel: (252) 321-4601
Fax: (252) 321-4553

D
Bri
R."!clvo Ext

10% Discount

Colors

On Saturday, May 31, 2003 at 1: | 2
PM a mild afternoon. Mr. Claudie
Atkinson, Sr. was called home to his
eternal rest. Claudie, was born in Pitt
County to the late John and Rosa
Atkinson on February 8@ 1913. He was
a member of Faith and Victory Church.
"Boy" or "Daddy Hawk" as friends
affec- tionately knew him, grew up in
the Rock Spring Church Community,
He attended the Pitt County School
System at an early age. He was
employed by the Free State Tobacco
Company. During his tenure he traveled
the Southeastern United States fror-n
Kentucky to Florida, working differ- ent
tobacco markets openings. When the
tobacco markct was open in Greenville,
he was employed by E. B. Ficklen
Tobacco Co. Off- season he was a pio-
neer entrepreneur in the community.
Many of his associates called him the
Fred Sanford of Greenville. He repaired
bicy- cles & rented them to neighbors
and the community at large. He was
fond of old things and disliked throwing ‘ '
anything away. To him, " One man's
junk was an- other mans treasure."
During his retire- ment years he was a
fixtlire at Teel's Salvage. Claudie
Atkinson lived on Mack Street in
Greenville, NC. where he and his
loving wife, the late Louise Tyson
Atkinson reared five children. -

His survivors include daughters;Lena
Spell of Greenville, NC, Beatrice
Atkinson Henderson, husband, Calvin;
and Cleatrice Hebert both of Winterville
NC. Sons: Claude Atkinson Jr. (Saleem
al- Ugdah) and wife Veronica, of
Gastonia, NC. William I Atkinson and
wife Annie

great grandchildren, a host of nieces
nephews, cousins and friends.

FOOTWEAR

CAROLINA EAST MALL
GREENVILLE,NC
“*Full and Half Soles

*Heel Replacement*

Rockport Re-soling * Shoe Care Products
'Sh:: Shine 'Dy’ Work*Key Copying*

of Greenville, Nl C‘f /gvin ,Rﬁ ‘“{;‘,’; s%n We Clean Timberlands
and wife Crystal of Royal Palm Beach, Mon - Sat 10AM - 8PM
Fla. Twenty-two grandchildren, Ten ° elephone 262-756-0044

Roll T
Desl?p

99"

- Washer/
Dryer

Simmons

p To

i

Recliners)|

4 Different

Marble Plant %ng Lawn]

FREE DVD/VCR Combo

Adjustable Bhgds

True Connections

Way In Educatic n

| Day Spa and Salo
City Hotel on Grecnvillie Blvd has an arr,

3

"
n locatgd in the
ay of beautifing

services. Stop in to see Ms Lola Thompson today. She is

pictured here with a lovely array of childre

Ms Thompson.

Pitt Community Colle

4054 Community Square Shopping Center, Suite J

n. God bless you
Photo by Jim Royse

.

AJ Tyson, Jr.
Director

King size
available

\ : \ ; ; : - ’
oy GG Kngag
Ashley All 8 Pc. Living

“Bittersweet”

Room Group
Sofa, Loveseat, Chair, 3 Tables & 2 Lamps

~Stands

p

Up To 50% Off All

Mattresses

Twin Sets - *79*
Full Sets - *88”
Queen Sets - '99»

Pillow Top Sale

Twin Sets - *169%
Full Sets - *269%
Queen Sets - *299*
King Sets - *399»

Leather
Sofas

Startin

WE F'NANCE! ASuper Center

pply For Your

Credit Card

No Payment, No Interest
For | Year!

FREE DELIVERY DAY OR NIGHT

Therapedic -
0 Yr. Warranty

Twin Sets - *149*
Full Sets - 249>
Queen Sets - *299*
King Sets - *399*

Simmons

Name Brand Sale

Full Warranty
Full Sets - *349%
Queen Sets - 399
King Sets - *499%

SUPER CENTER =&

50" Off |

All Mattresses B
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Qpostls George Hawhins
The Ultimate Standard

Greetings:

In these times which we live in

people are trying to find the ab-
solute truth, but if you look for
truth from any other source
other than God then you are
looking in the wrong place.
Jesus said | am the way the
truth and the life. You cannot
find truth from no one else but
Jesus.

You can believe anything you
want. "We each have to deter-
mine what is right for our-

* selves.” That may be true for

you; | have my own truth.”
Finding truth can be a tricky
thing because of our own intel-
lect we find ourselves making a
mockery out of the very thing
that we are trying to defend.

The Bible teaches that wisdom
is the principle thing, therefore
getwisdombminalof(zmu
getting get an understanding.
Let me explain my views on the
subject of truth. The frightening
thing about these modern view-
points is that those who believe
them become the definers of

‘truth and reality. They leave no

room for objective truth or ab-
solutes. Yet if there are no ab-
solutes determined by a Source
that is higher than and above
us as human beings, then we
are all gods; or else no truth
exists, and we have nothing to
bind us together or define how
we should treat each other.

‘God did not leave His people

Israel in such a philosophrical
mess. He clearly spelled out
moral and spiritual absolutes,
and warned His people to seek
ultimate truth from Him, not
from other sources

(Lev. 20:6-8).

We who live today do well to
pay attention to God's unchang-
ing Word. Apart from Him,
how can we coexist? By what
standards will we define issues
such as community, honesty,
ethics, truth, morality, crime,
and justice? Apart from His
helﬁ, we are on a destructive
path in a world where everyone
is always right and no one is

ritual Reflections

ever wrong.
In today's age of acceptance

~ and tolerance, it is not easy or

popular to disagree with others.

It seems that the one truth eve-
ryone must bow to is that eve-
rybody has the right to their
own beliefs, and. what's true for
one may not be true for an-
other. To suggest that someone
else could be wrong or worse,
to claim that there is such a
thing as ultimate, absolute
truth, is highly offensive in our
cgltuie, !

ut how can everything be
true? That seems to be a con-
tradiction in logic, if we agree
with Webster that truth can be
defined as 'fact, the state of
something being the case," or
as "actuality, the body of real
things, events, or facts.” Jesus
claimed to be the truth, not just

a truth (John 14;6). He regu-
larly spoke of telling the truth
to his listeners

(for example, Maft. 5:18, 26;
Mark 10:15, 29; Luke 21:3, 32;
John 3:31; 16:7-23).

So what God communicated
through Christ is extraordinar-
ily important and must not be
compromised.

But as Jude demonstrates, not
all who begin to follow God's
truth finish well

“

Eppes Alumni Parade:

- ---_And The Band Played On!!!
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Relsting Exrscons,and R

Suejette Jones
The Power of Praise

It is éenaally recognized that
one of the fastest growing seg-
ments of the Christian com-
munion is that group of
churches and congregations
which are of the pentecostal
persuasion. It is customary for
Pentecostals to attribute their
rapid expansion to their doc-
trinal distinctives and specifi-
cally to their emphasis upon
glossolalia, or the speaking in
tongues, as the initial evidence

s > —

of the baptism with the Holy
Ghost.

Many outside and some within
the movement have their reser-
vations upon tHis point. But
whatever on'gposition may be,
it cannot be depied that the
Pentecostal groups have redis-
covered, for this day and age,
the importance and power of
praise. To the order of public
worship, including periods of
congregational singing, public
prayer, and a gospel message,
they have added another coe-
qual with these: a period of
united worship and vocal
praise. Almost universally, at
some point in the service ( usu-
ally preceding the spoken
Word) time is given specifically
for the purpose of worshiping
and praising the Lord. At a
given signal, usually by the pas-
tor, the entire group raises
hands to heaven and, with up-
lifted faces, enters into adora-
tion and praise. This is not a
subjective thing, an attempt to
"work up" an ecstatic emotion-

alism for the sake of the thrill.
But the objective thrust of the
united praise and worship of
Him who alone is worthy often
results in a inundation of the
Holy Spirit's presence --- which
is nothing short of heavenly, for
it echoes the praises of the ce-
lestial throng around the
throne,flt is the scriptura]l _plr)oj
gram of massive praise which is
responsible Tor the burgeoning
growth of this movement.
Regardless of one's position on
the subject of tongues, theere is
nothing to hinder any group
from adopting the scriptural
practice of massive praise. The
Church at [arge should sin-
cerely repent of its failure to
understand the overwhelming
content of the Word on praise,
and render due thanks God for
those instrumental in its redis-

covery.

Excerpted from:
"Destined for the Throne"

LCREENVIITE N

JOY 1340 AM
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Just put one foot in front of the other
It§ as easy as taking a short walk, Choosing
the stairs over the elevator Parking a little
Jarther away. There are many small changes
Yyou can make in your life that can have a
big impact on your health. Studies show

Bev’s Got
the Talk;

Listen to Joy 1340 fromi 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. for
The Bev Smith Show. Brought to you by the
American Urban Radio Networks, Tli¢ Bev
Smith Show is the only national talk show tar-
geted to a Black audience. Bev goes in deep,
tackling top Reliticians, examinirg heaith care
issues affecting African-Americans, lauglhing,
- crying and sharing joy nightly, Mondayv
threugh Friday. The Bev Smith Shew has its
own 800 number allowirg listenears to tal':
“toll free” to Bev and her provocative guests.

Focus your marketing on Joy 1340 AM.
-To.advertise with “The Pcople’s Station,” ~aii
our sales department at 252.757.0365

- e e

moderate physical activity Jor just 30
minutes a day reduces the risk of heart
disease and stroke. So what are you
waiting Jor? Opportunities (o get active
are all around you.

X

R

North Carolina Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention Task Force

Capvright ©2003 NC Mean Disease & Stroke Prevention Task Fone

Fi
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY ... ...

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MINORITY VOICE NEWSPAPER

5 -

Friends and Family members gathered together to celebrate the 83rd birthday of Mr. Frances Mebane. Mr. Mebanes an educator and leader in our

community surprised as friends from near and far came to see him to give well wishes on his 83rd. Mr. Mebanes is also a leader in his church and lodge and always able to give wise

You Know And Save "

Jim Rouse Publisher
William Clark General Mgr.
Michael Adams Editor

LETTERS POLICY: We
welcome letters to the editor
via mail, fax or Internet.
Letters may be edited for
length or clarity and should re-
fer to issues vital to the
Minority Voice's readership or
subject matter published in the
Minority Voice.

Please include your address
and complete name.

Iy Mai:/ letters to; :
inority Voice Newspaper
P.O.Box 8361 e
Greenville, NC 27835
Fax'(252) 757-1793
E-Mail: woow. I@juno.com

council. It would do us well to listen to the advice of our elders. Remember, they didn't get to be of age being foolish. photo by Jim Rouse
THE MINORITY VOICE | |
NEWSPAPER GET INVOLVED IN CITY GOVERNMENT!
"What You See Is The City of Greenville is accepting applications from
What You Get volunteers to serve on the following boards and
What You Read Is What | | commissions: Affordable Housing Loan Committee,

Board of Adjustment, Citizens Advisory Commission on
Cable TV, Community Appearance Commission,

Environmental Advisory Commission, Firemen’s Relief —_—
Fund, Greenville Utilities Commission, Historic N el Greenville
Preservation Commission, Housing Authority, Human ) ML LHE Financial

Relations Council, Pitt-Greenville Airport Authority, WS ¥ Siridees
Pitt-Greenville Convention & Visitors Authority, : (W L

Planning and Zoning Commission, Police Community
Relations Committee, Public Transportation & Parking
Commission, Recreation & Parks Commission,
Redevelopment Commission and Sheppard Memorial
Library Board.

If you live inside the city limits of Greenville and would
like to be considered for an appointment, please call 329-
4423 to obtain a talent bank form to indicate your interest or
send a written request to the City Clerk’s Office, P. O. Box
7207, Greenville, NC 27835, Also, you ‘can access a talent
bank form on the web at http://ci.greenville.nc.us/.

“YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO VOLUNTEER
YOUR PARTICIPATION IN CITY
GOVERNMENT!”

The Minority Voice

vaxpap('r, inc.

405 Fvans Street
PO. Box 8 361
Creenville, NC 27834

Phone: 1250 =5= 0365
Pax: 7y 1793

. Joy 1330 AM
WOOW Radio Station |
Corecnville, NC 27834 _
|
lov 1320 AM
WTOMW Radio Station

Washington, NC 27889
Pretures reccived by The "M |
VOt NCwWspaper become
H1e propeny ol Tne M Voie Qg
Neaspaper and we are not
Coporsible 1or Josl pictures, !

MEartcles must e mailed to

the above  addross., I vou
e e complaing, please ‘ad- |
dess i ta the publisher, Ay

4?:[9‘: NHII\I IO NeT, .
Moy Ol NABOB \(C .

ASSOC 110y o Biack
Pabl shers ]

THE MINORITY
VOICE
NEWSPAPER

li!erc, we believe that th;efuturc of
Blacks will depend upon their aware-
ness of the world around them. The
'M' Voice newspaper is designed to
inform, educate, and entertain.
Additionally, each issue features lo-
cal photographs, stories, and adver-
tisements that mirror this region. We
endeavor to market those products
that are of concern to the minority

ch:punyni . Since 198"]‘.'&
inority Voice newspaper
tlnbestpr_irnmediumtodeliveryour

message into the homes of the
minority communities that rely on us
for news and information a
different

W
T,
v .Man of the condo

/

Man of the house

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION

The City of Greenville is accepting applications from ’
volunteers to serve on the Environmental Advisory
Commission. Appointees will be considered for the
following category: a building contractor, land
developer, or someone familiar with construction
techniques. The EAC is responsible for
:crs::l‘;n:sn?}:?tem:zsl g:?;?%mﬁngt;om snd easy, and we can even pre-qualify you over the phone.
This Commission meets the First Tlmrs&ay of each We'll keep you updated on the progress of your
month, at 5:30 p.m., in the Conference of the Public lq_ﬁpplication and give you fast answers to all your
Works Facility, 1500 Beatty Street. If you live inside Suesfions. We even have mortgage bankers, dedicated
| the city limits of Greenville and would like to be time, homebuyers. To_apaly. just stop by your 4
‘pnsidered for an appointment, please call the City Chizens branch or all us at 1:888-FC DIRECT.
m‘s Office, 329-4423. A T e e AT

Home Mortgages. It's a pretty incredible thing, buying
a home. And with a mortgage loan from First Citizens,
it can be incredibly simple. Our application process is
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- By HERB BOYD
Special to the AmNews
Only hours before Qusmane

Zongo was gunned down at the
Chelsea Mini-Storage ware-
house last Thursday, he was the
recipient of a bonus payment
from one of his customers.

" “She wanted him to have
moré money than he requested
for the work he had done
repairing her piece of art,” said
Zoumana Trarore, a native of

the Ivory Coast and a close
friend of Zongo's. “He was very
good at what he did.”

Zongo, 35, an immigrant
from Burkina Faso, was a mas-
ter craftsman, a quiet man who
never bothered anyone, accord-
ing to Trarore. “Anybody here
can tell you that he wouldn’t
harm a flea,” Trarore said in a
recent interview at the ware-
house near several stalls over-
flowing with African artifacts.

“It makes no sense at all that
he was trying to take the police-
man’s gun. He was probably
running away since the officer
was in plain clothes and he did-
n’t know who he was.”

According to the police
report, the unarmed Zongo was
killed by Officer Bryan Conroy,
who said the man attempted to
take his 9-millimeter service
pistol. The officer was there as
part of a raid on a CD-counter-
feiting operation at the ware-
house, 615 W. 27th St. Conroy
was left to guard a cache of CDs
when he encountered Zongo
near the elevator on the third
floor. The warehouse is a block-
long building that stretches
from 11th to 12th avenues, 27th
to 28th streets.

Zongo, the police said, was
being pursued in the maze-like
warehouse corridors by the offi-
cer, who fired five times, strik-
ing the victim four times in the
chest, abdomen and arm. Near
the shooting scene are two bul-
let holes in the wall adjacent to
stall 377. It’s at the end of a
short cul-de-sac. Zongo died of
his wounds a few hours later at
}  St.Vincent’s Manhattan Hospi-

dw tal

“We are invéstigatihék the.

incident,” Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly told Zongo’s
cousin, a Muslim cleric in
Harlem. “Something went
wrong, and we're trying to find
out what happened.”

et

viiuipnalin '/

Kelly had just con-
cluded a long expla-
nation of events sur-
rounding the death
of Alberta Spruill to

community resi-
dents. '
The Rev. Al Sharp-

ton, after meeting
with friends and rel-
atives of Zongo,
‘called for an inde-
pendent . investiga-.
tion of the incident.
He said he had wit- |
nesses who were pre-
pared to tatk to an
“objective investiga-
ter” .

Kelly told Sharp-
ton that if he has wit- ji
nesses they should
be available to speak
to the police. Kelly
said he was confident

Bullet holes mark where art restorer
Ousmane Zongo was gunned down by
police.

that the NYPD's Internal.
Affairs Department would do a
thorough job of conducting the
investigation, and as in the
ongoing Spruill homicide, he
promised to keep the communi-
ty abreast of the developments,
He said the police had not
interviewed Officer Conroy.
Activity at the warehouse
was returning to normal, which
meant the presence of several
African merchants and vendors
gathering their statues, instru-
ments and other artifacts for
storage or to be transported to
vans to sell. “We are not sure
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e . .
Gallily by

3 Sei(eral Nice Buudin?

7

e o4

ot And idanage You, Poparivg

Lois, We Handle Conv,. HUL p |

S B oy il B A RSO i T

what will happen next, so we
are being very cautious,” said
Trarore.

Zongo's death, within a week
of Spruill's homicide, was remi-
niscent of the police shooting of
Amadou Diallo in Febryary
1999 in the vestibule of his
home in the Bronx. Like Zongo,
Diallo had come to the United
States to succeed as a business-
man. They met a tragic similar
fate at the hands of the police.

“Most of the police officers
around here are white,” said
Trarore. “Maybe something
should be done about that.”
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6806 Albermarle Ave
75'7-1692 oxr "75'7-1162
Fax '78'7-0018

10p0':° S:-nF-:pm SAAB RENT ALS Since 1949

Call Steve Johnson If You Would Like To Reat A

1,2, or 3 Bedroom Housing Unit

Real Estate

907 Dickinson Ave. Greeaville, NC (252) 757 , 3191

g Ry
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN CELEE

RATION OF FREEDOM FROM SLAVERY

- - |
“IF YU DON'T KNOW, YOU DON'T GROW”

June 15, 2003

12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.

INDIAN LAKE PAVILION

Western Boulevard (Hwy. 64 Business)

Tarboro, NC

Gospel Explosion
Sallie B. Howard Praise & Step Team
Mime Dancers
Spoken Words (Poetry)

]

" CONFERENCE & LUNCHEON
SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2003
10100 AM - 4:30 PM

| i Keynote Speaker:
CSONYA HAMM

Motivational Speaker, TV and Radio Personality
"SPIRITUAL AWAKENING”, Suday Mormings on WRAL-CBS
"“THE LIGHT", 103.9 F.M. Raleigh, NC)

Along with: o
MARGIE L. SMITHO

Motivational Speaker, Former Radio Pastor having -
preached in the Holy Land, Jamaica, West Indies & UsA l s
i

TOPICS OF ISSUES:
FINANCIAL MANGEMENT ' WOMEN IN THE HOUSING MARKET
ENTERTAINMENT

FASHIONS ON PARADE MISS SASSY (AT CONTEST

THE REV. GOOD SISTER

LOCATION: HILTON HOTEL, 204 SW GREENVILLE BLVD., GRE
SPONSORED BY: BISHOP PAYTON ME MORIAL MINISTRIES

TICKETS PRICE: $25.00

AVAILABLE AT: G

-

A Taste of Heaven

Christian Bookstore and Music Gallery

Hours: Mon-Thurs., 10:30 a.m.-7 p-m Carolina East Center

Fri.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m. (across from Ryan's Steakhouse)
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. 3400 Memorial Dr,, Greenville
Emalisiatoh2021@hotmail.com (252) 321-2021

HRe Millennia |

COMMUNITY BANK
The biggest Smiles in modern banking,

Forget
the '
Stock
‘Market and

Try Our Money Market!

Are you frustrated with your continuing losses in the stock market? Then do
something abput it today!

Balance Tiers Interest Rates APY
<*10,000 1.24% 1.25%
*10,000-24,000 1.85% 1.87*
425,000-*49,000 2.00% 2.02%
¥50,000-'99,999 2.50% 2.53*
100,000 and over 2.7 ' 2.78%
1310 W, Ar’ on Blvd.
Greenville, NC 27834 ~
Phone Wv
Fax (252) 7.
Interest rate and annual percentage yleld may change at any time. balance; '1,000.
Transaction limitations; Transfers fo another account or'third are limited to slx;xr ber FDIC
with no more than three by check, draft or similar order to third parties.’s Mem
m&‘ ?cxcel:s of six withdrawals, » - ) Equal Housing Lender
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= REFRIGERATOR

* 2 Fixed door racks

REFRIGERATOR
© 1 Tall Basket & 3 Wire shelves

* 4 White fixed bins * Full-width shelf
U Crispers ni * |ce trays -
. : m adjustabl(e1 gh;}mlonudtﬁoe?gu"nz‘) *2 Clear Crispers (1 humidity control)
* 2 White two liter fixed door bins * 2 Half-width/ 1 Full width
* Clean Touch Dispenser w/ Cantilever Glass Shelves :
crushed/cubes/water + 3 ixed door racks (1 with gallon storage)
* Clear dairy door & deli drawer * Clear dairy door & deli drawer
, ~ » PrecisionTemp managed air flow system +Frigidaire handle & badge
- N N * PureSource filter w/ Filter Change Signal * Never-Clean condenser

FAS185)2A

AIC

* Remote Control

Faipidasne. UPRIGHT FREEZERS
o lockw/PopoutKey o 2Baskets FFU20FC6A ;‘1* i
* Frost Proof © 4 Shelves (2 Adjustable) ““ﬂ. .,

e, i = e

FFU9FC6A FFU14FC6A : oo » Four-way Air Direction

9 cu ft 14 cu ft* * Frost-free iy + Fresh Air/Exhaust Vent
240" '390% — e Gincis

» Defrost Drain CHEST FREEZERS gmj Electrostatic Air Fitter
o DWire paorsndle w/Inser FFCOOC;A. {?wmw * Quick Mount Installation Kit
* Power On Light ] Cu. FFCL - . 18,000 BTU .
F‘FCO5C3A“. 5C3A 25,000 BTU
cn.

15 en. fit, |

‘49

KitchenAia:  LAUNDRY PAIR > WASHER  Wwshiososww
or the way it's made” ‘ snz © KAWS700LQ * 1 Wash / Spin Speed Combination
*3.0 Cu. Ft. Capa w n ‘ * Multiple wash cycles
‘Speed M / in™ Speed * Three wash/rinse temperatures
: :1’1 t?ctoc';w S * FlexCare™ Agitator
4 Sem Wﬁ.s;femperatdre Combinations ) Bva\;anceLSuglpension System
Level Selection: ‘ \ * Three Water Levels -
*4 Waler s \/\/ * PermaTuf II™ Basket
DvL223BWW
DRYER
*2 Cycle
» 4 Temperature Settings * Auto Dry

* Reversible Side-Swing Doo * Extra Large
* On/Off End-of-Cycle Signal
ﬁif{ﬂ;l RANGE - MICROWAVE
poo J‘"‘””,S MHB140XKQ
i

THE SIMMONS’ ADVANTAGE |-

BUILT SO WELL YOU
NEVER HAVE TO FLIP ITI

. 'Waﬁ“‘w_
RF364PXKW +Se Gt O vt Hetn At

) 20t i ot Dy i
S -%MT System -1.4%Ft.0vencm
- Tou 150 Enct Oven, Tmer, & »950 Watts Cooki
S ot * 10 Level Varidble i Pm,r%c:.nm
- e o e
- +Praheat Countdown Tmer and Sl i

* Full-Width Removable Glass Oven Door
with Window

"+ Full-Width Storage Drawer
= e bl

Jvc' HOME THEATER °s™77

* XV-89028L 7 disc Silver direct digital

* 100 watts x 2 min. RMS, both
channels driven into 8ohms from 40Hz
to 20kHz with no more than 0.8% THD
* 100 watts x 5 min. (2 Front, 1 Center,
2 Rear speakers) RMS, into 8ohms,
S * Widescreen 1kHz, 0.8% THD

: 3_|1Ciltll:in1[wohm0'(ie line-doubler " ' * Fully Discrete output devices

p 1echnoi . et

. Color'é.{mwmm buonlm Digital and DTS decoders
. imer

PROJECTION TV

* Roal CAT with INVAR Shadow Mask N (e
* 3-ine Digal Comb Fier 1 TS2

+ 42" Plasma WEGA™ Integrated Plasma
:sc"“"’“,m ...‘(z"F“m“a'% Tolevision =
* lluminated Super Command Universal Remote * All In One Design

* HDTV Monitor

* Built-In NTSC TV Tuner

* Built-In Stereo Speakers (9Wx2)

* 1024 x 1024 Resolution

* Digital Pixel GeneratorSystem

* Pixel-by-Pixel /P Conversion

* CineMotion™ Reverse 3.2 Pull-Down

azu KE32TS2 * Wall Mountable (w/optional accessory)

‘S,999

ton and Value, Go to THE SOI RC BRANDSOUR(’E

-HmSunomdSomd
el 63" Aveswr74

2,490

36" Avsewrrs

BRAND-O BRAND-O

RAND-OI

BRAND-O

00 E. Greenville Bivd

(56-2616




