











- THE LOWRIE HISTORY. 5

Moores, Humnphreys, Bridgers, and whose descendants still
live in Robeson, came to Bladen county (now Robeson) from
that part of North Carolina embraced now in the counties
of Franklin, Warren, Nash and Edgecombe and
AR settled here about the time that Silas Atkins first built on
the tract of land now owned by William H. Graham.

James Lowrie, from whom all the Lowries in Robesoi de-
scended, lived in Franklin county before he emigrated to
Robeson. It was in Franklin county, N. C,, that he was
‘manumitted by his father, James Lowrie, of Virginia, who
when Virginia became one of the United States, was elected
a Judge, and was ever afterwards known as Judge Lowrie.
He was of cavalier stock and characterized by elegance and
vefinement of manners, tall and eommanding in personal
appearance, urbane, courtly and genteel in his whole de-
portment. It was in Franklin county that James Lowrie
married. His wife’s maiden name was Sarah Kearsey,
{nicknamed Sally Kearsey) a half-breed Tuscarora Indian
woman, and from this couple all the Lowries .in Robeson
trace back their origin.

The above statement in regard to the origin of the Lowrie -
family in Robeson county is not current rumor, but a true
statement, as given by James Lowrie himself and corrob-
orated by Silas Atkins, with whom he came to Robeson
county in 1769, also confirmed by the late Neil Brown, Esq.,
who lived en Richland Swamp; by the late Mrs. Nancy
Smith, mother of Rev. A. Smith, who also lived on Richland
Swamp; by thelate Sampson Bridgers, father of J. D. Bridgers,
I8q., now living on Ashpole Swamp ; by Henry Thompson ;
by Nathan Thompson; by John Thempson, now in. his
ninety eighth year; by Peter Monroe, now in the one hun-
dredth year of his age, and last, though not least, by the late -
John Gilchrist, Esq., long a practicing lawyer at the Lum-
berton Bar, whose father bought out James Lowrie in 1791,
at the close of the Revolutionary War.
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