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Editor

Congrats Grads!

While your senior year might not be how you imagined it, you still
made it through! Hold your head high as you walk across that
stage, because you have faced one of the toughest times

the world has seen;You all remain UNDAUNTED. As a
fellow pirate, | cannot imagine the strength, courage and
perseverance it took to carry out your final year while
dealing with such uncharted waters. If you can finish
out your senior year in the midst of a pandemic, you
can truly do anything you put your mind to. Whether
you are staying at ECU for graduate school or
venturing out into the ‘real world' | hope you

never forget your years here. Through ups, downs
and everything in between you have learned so
much more than what was taught in your classes.
Whether it is a New Chancellor, sports teams

being cut or Panda Express moving, you are not

a stranger to change.You all will excel no matter
where life takes you.

Through this publication, we have strived to not
only recognize the graduates but also recognize
your vears at ECU. | hope you can flip through
these pages in future years to recollect on your
time in college. Whether this magazine lands next
to your diploma or in a scrapbook, hopefully it
holds some of your fond memories. From a Covid-
safe homecoming to Advice from Alumni, we strove
to make this magazine nostalgic; reminisce on the
glory days and carry it beyond.

This publication is for you, seniors. Continue to make
ECU proud.You will always be part of Pirate Nation. Be
loyal, be bold, but never forget your purple and gold!

)
O

Hannah True



A Note from Dr.
Ron Mitchelson

Dear ECU Community,

As | write this message, our new Chancellor, Dr: Philip Rogers has not yet assumed the helm of this
great Pirate ship of ours. But now that he has joined us, please join me in a loud and enthusiastic
welcome for our new leader. Dr. Rogers is a nationally respected leader within higher education
and will be known as a great ChancellorYou can count on that! It has been a privilege to
serve in the interim role for the past |8 months as we awaited our new leader to arrive.

And what an |8 months it has been! Many of us have missed being together on
our beautiful campus this past year:We have missed our colleagues and friends.
We have missed many of the wonderful events that make this such an exciting
place to learn and work and play.VWe miss being in-person for the music, the
art, the theater and dance. We missed being in Dowdy-Ficklen, Minges and
the Jungle for our Pirate sports.We especially missed our planned in-person
commencement ceremonies last spring (May 2020) and this fall (December
2020).We have missed these things. Our graduating seniors of 2020 (spring
and fall) did not enjoy many of the traditions that accompany celebrating
completion of an academic degree or credential. This University will forever
remember the Classes of 2020 and 2021 as its most adaptive, its most
resilient, and its most patient. Given my experiences in life, these are very
good attributes and can only spell future success for the members of these
outstanding Classes. |, for one, will never forget you.

As | write this letter; | am fully aware of ECU's commitment to help you celebrate
your accomplishments. This is why we have made every effort to plan a safe and
meaningful graduation ceremony for May 2021.

Even with all of the disruption this past year; it is an exciting time to be a Pirate! At ECU,
we are on a mission that focuses clearly on the success of our students and the success of
our region. There's a lot of energy at the intersection of those two mission elements. | brag about
ECU all the time and with good reason.We are home to great faculty and staff, great academic programs,
great athletic teams, and GREAT STUDENTS. | am so very proud of our students and their accomplishments. And it is even more
exciting as thousands reach the finish line. Last year alone, over 7,000 students graduated with a degree or certificate. There are
Pirates in every town!

We are not done.We now enjoy major investments in athletics, student life, and academics. Dowdy-Ficklen has never looked better:
We make great use of two new student centers (East and West campuses) that are the envy of other universities as inviting places
to live and learn. Later this year, we will open the doors on a new Life Sciences and Biotechnology Building, 140,000 square feet

of team science to solve problems facing health, the environment, and manufacturing. VWe are building a great student-centered
destination here in Greenville, NC. Spread the word!

As one of my favorite sports announcers says after a thrilling ECU victory, you can paint this one PURPLE! Congratulations
graduates. Here's looking at the Classes of 2020 and 202! Arghhhhh!!

Regards, ‘

S o fNbhA—

RonM

Insight from Dr.

‘Virginia Hardy

Normally, college seniors experience a certain amount of anxiety which is expected at this time of year. Like most, you
probably have more questions than answers. The Class of 2021, like your predecessors in the Class of 2020, is faced with the
need to adapt and evolve after the tumultuous and frightening times of the past year. | am sure you feel that you suffered a
one-two punch as seniors during this uniquely challenging time resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic

You moved quickly in spring 2020 because ECU closed in response to the rapid spread of the virus. Then you returned

fall 2020 only to be required to shift to online education because of the growing spread on our campus. There were the
essential personal restrictions, e.g. not being able to have large family events, not being able to have social programs on
campus, abnormal holiday events and interactions. And uncertainties of when we will be able to hug each other again...

and six feet apart is relaxed. Through it all, you have remained committed to completing your ECU education and resilient in
giving your all to your academic collegiate experience.

Everything we encounter in our lives can be broken down into interrelated components, with one component affecting and
leading to the other. Carl Jung, a Swiss scientist who is the founder of analytical psychology states, it all depends on how we
look at things, not how they are themselves.” Therefore, | propose to you that we look at COVID-19 not as a hinderance to
your life trajectory, but as your personal mantra to help you evolve as you go forth.

C Courage. You reached within yourself for that grit, the
audacity to adjust to the non-normative events of the past year
O Optimistic. Remaining confident and hopeful you
successfully completed your course of study.

V  Vision. Optimism keeps the dream of a bright future alive.
You can see the light at the end of the tunnel.

I Intention. Vision bred intent that gave you goals, purpose,
and objectives for the future. And a bright future it is.

D Determination. You ended this year with grit,
willpower, and fortitude to succeed.

19 Full Cycle. In numerology, |9 means full cycle. This
indicates an aspect of your life you have completed, securing
your college degree. The beauty of completion is a new
beginning is on the horizon.

Life is full of twists and turns; it's all in how you react to

them. East Carolina University provided you with a map

to your future, along with the skills, competencies, and
knowledge to help on your journey. You've crossed the bay;
the ocean of your future lies before you. Congratulations on
being steadfast and getting your degree...even during a global
pandemic. Best wishes as you go forth and do great things -
the Pirate Way!

Virginia D. Hardy, PhD

Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs ‘




Wise Words from
Dr. Lynn Roeder

Dear Pirate Graduates,

We have not forgotten you.You deserve to celebrate your academic accomplishments and, as an institution, we want to
celebrate this great milestone with you. | applaud you for your resilience and perseverance during this extraordinary time
in our nation'’s history. You made it!

Graduation marks the end of one journey and the beginning of another. Your
future is in your hands and unlimited opportunities await you.

Leaving East Carolina University can be difficult - the university has
been a place of comfort and security that has helped shape you
into the person you have become. The time you spent at ECU
has prepared you for the real world in many ways and now is
the time to continue on your journey. Moving forward may
be challenging, because it involves taking risks and enduring
obstacles, but | know through your perseverance you will
remain resilient. Just remember that your best days are
ahead of you!

As you set out on your new path, | want to offer you
some simple words of advice. Follow your passion
and work hard at whatever it is that you choose to
do. Be patient, as, finding your dream job will take
some time. Never be afraid to try, even though you

may fail; meaningful learning comes most often from
our mistakes. Success is not measured by a title or a
salary; it is measured by the contributions you make
to society and the positive impact that you have on
others. Be fearless, make everyday matter, enjoy your
life, and embrace the future.

| want to congratulate you on your wonderful
accomplishments and I sincerely wish you continued
success as you begin this new phase in your life.
All the best,

Lynn M. Roeder, PhD
Associate Vice Chancellor

Dean of Students
East Carolina University

A Message from Dr.
Erik Kneubuehl®:®:®:

Class of 2021,

To all the Pirate graduates, what you have accomplished is no small feat. In a traditional year, the goal of obtaining your
degree is about persistence and resilience and should be celebrated. This past year has not been traditional by any
means.

| want to start by saying thank you.Thank you to all of you for your dedication
and service to East Carolina University. Thank you for adapting and thriving
within this virtual and hybrid environment this year. Thank you for going
above and beyond to keep our community safe. Thank you for
maintaining our Undaunted spirit by continuing forward, no matter
what obstacles came your way. Finally, a special thank you to our
graduating Pirate nurses, doctors, dentists, and allied health
students for all that you have done and will continue to do
to keep us safe.

Remember your entire journey at East Carolina,

that included long nights where you developed
relationships with faculty and staff that turned into
friends and mentors. Remember the experiences

at athletic and campus activities that enhanced the
student experience and built memories. Remember
your engagement in student organizations or on
recreational and intercollegiate athletic teams that
developed leadership and professional skills. Most of all,
remember all the fellow students that you interacted
with each day, and the lasting friendships that will carry
forward and continue to build what we call Pirate
Nation.

You have already heard congratulations, from parents and
faculty to administrators and friends, so instead, | am going
to share with you a phrase that is often used by those that
sail the oceans such as Pirates. Its written origin can be traced
to two sources, the first part from Herman Melville's Moby Dick
(1851) and the second part from Bowditch's American Practical
Navigator (1802).The phrase “Fair Winds and Following Seas" has
been used for over 100 years to wish sailors safety, good fortune, and
smooth travels as they embark on their journey. In a tradition as old as East
Carolina University, | wish all the graduates of 202 | “Fair Winds and Following
Seas!”

Dr. Erik J. Kneubuehl
Assistant Vice Chancellor
East Carolina University



eoo?
A Statement from

Tucker Robbins

Class of 2021, you have made it. Today is the day that many of you have set your sights on since
stepping foot on this campus. Today, you receive a diploma that represents a culmination of
years of hard work and determination. Today, you become a graduate, and an alumnus
of East Carolina University. As you celebrate this accomplishment, don't forget to
reflect and cherish your time at East Carolina. Take a moment to say thank you
to the friends that helped you get through that exam week, to the family that
supported you day in and day out, and to the professor that pushed you
that extra mile. These people, these experiences are what make Pirate
Nation special.

Four years ago, some of you joined Pirate Nation as a freshman in
the dorms.Two or three years ago, some of you transferred into
Pirate Nation from partnering community colleges or various
institutions. Some of you are graduating at the undergraduate
level, and some of you are graduating at the professional and
graduate level. It doesn't matter where you came from, when
you came here, or what level you are at, you are all sharing a
special experience today, as one class, and as one Pirate Family.
Whether you learned how to successfully run a business,
develop a new piece of equipment, create a new vaccine,
or transform an industry, 'm confident you have learned
the importance of hard work, the value of service, and the
significance of community.

For me, joining Pirate Nation four years ago was a pleasure and
a privilege. Just in my short time here, I've seen residence halls
completely transformed, a new biotech building, the expansion
to Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium, two brand-new student centers, many
parking tickets. .. and I'm sure you all can relate to that one. But let's not
forget the most monumental change thus far, COVID-19.

COVID-19 has affected our lives in so many unexpected ways.You may look
at this pandemic as the thief of your college career — and to be honest, | wouldn't
’ blame you for those thoughts. But let's look at the bigger picture here. This pandemic
i has taught you how to overcome adversity. It has taught you the power of flexibility, and
the tenacity of determination. Class of 2021, you have obtained a college degree — a treasure
sought by so many yet obtained by very few.What sets you all apart from other graduates is that you
have obtained that degree in the middle of a global pandemic that has caused so many challenges in your life.You are a living example
of what being an East Carolina Pirate is all about.

We didn't choose East Carolina - East Carolina chose us. No matter what brought you to Pirate Nation; great academic programs —
the school spirit - athletics — sense of community, East Carolina is special, and you become hooked. This place is unlike any other and |
can't even begin to tell you what an honor it has been to serve as your Student Body President. As you embark on your next jourmey,
don't forget our motto,‘servire”, meaning to serve. Make it a priority to visit your alma mater; serve others, share the treasures you've
gained from this place, and always represent with honor; class, and integrity what it means to be a Pirate. Don't forget, when adversity
finds you, give it no quarter for we are the Pirates of EC.U.

Tucker Robbins — Student Body President
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2021 Spring

Graduates

Abbas, Amir A.
Abbott, Karlie G.
Abdelaziz, Malery R.
Abdelfattah, Basel A.

Abdeljawad, Ahmad H.

Abdulzahra,
Mohammed |.
Abebe, Laieke
Abel KristenT.
Abersold, Jeffery A.

Ablan, Charles David O.

Abolos, Jacob M.
Abraham, Jasmine |.
Abrams, Emma L
Abu-Samhan, Faysal H.
Acevedo, Kimberly B.
Acker; Sarah G.
Adamakis, Amanda R.
Adams, Clayton
Adams, Danielle H.
Adams, Grayson C.
Adams, Shana M.
Adams, T'Sharia J.
Adcock, Austin L.
Adegoke, Andrew O.
Adgate, Joseph J.
Adjafon, Fabrice

Adkins, Christopher M.

Adkins, Haley B.
Adkins, Rebecca C.
Adloo, Kelsie M.
Afriyie, Edward
Afriyie, Enfiniti A.
Aguilar Rodriguez,
Alexis

Aiken, George S.
Akers, Christian D.
Akers, Sarah P
Akyaz, Samantha
Alashwal, Hussein T.
Alava, Lauren R.
Albrecht, Alan C.
Alcorn, Zachary M.
Aldridge, Carson B.
Alexander; Austin D.
Alexander; Darius J.
Alexander, Myles S.
Alfaro-Ruiz, Jocelyne

Alfonso, William F.
Alford, Claudia E.
Alford, Elizabeth W.
Alinovi, Kristen V.
Allaman, Brittani N.
Allen, Aaron A.
Allen, Brianna N.
Allen, Brittany L.
Allen, Charles M.
Allen, Cindy B.
Allen, Detric A.
Allen, DustinT.
Allen, Janita R.
Allen, Nicole C.
Allen, Nya .

Allen, Samantha G.
Allen, TayAndra M.
Allen, Taylor M.
Alley, Kristen M.
Alley, Megan N.
Allgood, Mary M.
Alligood, Breanna B.
Alligood, Caleb S.
Allis, Kelly L.

Allison, Hunter V.
Allred, Alayna K.
Almeida, Hector
Almond, Kaley A.
Aloia, Nicolette A.
Alonso-Burgos, Janeth
Alphin, Dulce A.
Alston, Adam E.
Alston, Jordan M.
Alston, Samuel B.
Alter, Emma A.
Alvarado, Clarissa
Alvarez, Alexis D.
Amaresh, Sneha A.
Amend, Emily A.
Ammari, Kevin
Amokomowo,
Hamidat O.
Anders, Dedrick O.
Anderson, Brianna G.
Anderson, EryckaT.
Anderson, Jana B.
Anderson, Lindsay K.
Anderson, Madison B.

Anderson, Melissa S.
Anderson, Naomi W.
Anderson, Noah
Gabriel Q.
Anderson, Patrick R.
Anderson, Shaquille
Anderson, Sierra N.
Anderson,Victoria M.
Andrejchak, Ashleigh N.
Andrew, Angray j.
Andrews, Payton E.
Andrews, Quiana N.
Andriot, Jennifer N.
Ange, Neil T.

Anglin, Amelia B.
Anlauf, Grace E.
Annis, Aden J.
Anoma, Jean-Sebastien
K.

Anthony, Sofia C.
Antonio, Orlando D.
Antrilli, Angela K.
Applewnhite, Sarah
Arensberg, Ashley R.
Avrey, Gabriella N.
Armenteros, Elizabeth
C.

Armstrong, Hunter L.
Armstrong, Joshua A.
Armstrong, Leena H.
Arnold, Alyssa
Arnold, Jordan L.
Arredondo, Brian R.
Arroliga, Gabriela S.
Arrowood, William J.
Arteaga, Ruby
Arthur, Amir M.
Arthur, Bernice B.
Artis, Samaria L.
Artis, William G.
Asabor, Samuel E.
Ascenzo, Kayla C.
Ashburn, Rylee N.
Ashby, Jarryd

Ashley, Heather M.
Ashley, Jordan M.
Ashurst, Kira L.
Askew, Alexis N.

Aslanov, Akbar
Atkinson, Promise L.
Atwater, Julia C.
Atwood, Kaytlin B.
Augustine, Chandler R.
Aunkst, Tia L.
Ausherman, Charles N.
Austin, Alyssa M.
Auton, Tierra M.
Autry, Bobbie .
Avendutti, Hayley K.
Averell, Alexander N.
Averette, Edwin D.
Avery, Ayanna U.
Avissar, Morgan F.
Awamleh, Bader H.
Ayer, Sarah R.
Ayscue, Madelynn C.
Aziz, Mustafa Q.
Azor, Mirlesna

Bada, Aleksandra M.
Bader; Erin W.

Baer, Alexandra L.
Baggott, Emily
Bailey, A'lexxus T.
Bailey, Amanda R.
Bailey, Sean W.
Bailey, Zachary D.
Bain, Aaron M.

Bain, Michael K.

Bair, Deanna E.

Bair, Haley L.
Bajkowski, Leanne E.
Baker, Ajala D.

Baker, Beverly |.
Baker; Cassie L.
Baker, Danielle A.
Baker; Dedric

Baker, DevinT.
Baker, Devonte C.
Baker; Eleanor A.
Baker, Grace C.
Baker, Gretha

Baker, Jessica L.
Baker, Jordan A.
Baker, Joshua S.
Baker, Kamryn W.
Baker, Monet |.

Baker; Shatrice P
Baker, Taylor D.
Baldwin, Jackson M.
Baldwin, Justice G.
Balestrieri, Kassondra W.
Ball, Alexander P
Ballance, Corey E.
Ballard, Abigail D.
Ballard, Kelsey M.
Ballentine, Rashod T.
Bambach, Christina N.
Banaszynski, Matthew
Banker, Caroline K.
Banks, Arnold R.
Banks, Tanesha
Banks, Tyler |.
Banville, Morgan C.
Bao, Caitlyn R.
Baran, Amelia C.
Barber, Jennifer A.
Barber; Nicholas M.
Barbour, DeAnna K.
Barden, Benjamin K.
Bare, Summer R.
Barker, Samantha R.
Barnard, Caroline E.
Barnard, Julie A.
Barnes, Anne C.
Barnes, Carsyn |.
Barnes, Christina R.
Barnes, Grayson L.
Barnes, Kristen B.
Barnes, Madison R.
Barnes, Sherry D.
Barnes, Soneelia
Barnett, Zachary N.
Barney, Kandice
Barnhill, Courtlend B.
Barnhill, Davis L.
Barrow, Taylor R,
Barthel, Katherine
Bartlett, Allison N.
Bartlett, Nathan L.
Bartlett, Shelby L.
Barton, Travis |.
Baruti, Bitumba
Basden, Davis A.
Basnight, Sherrod L.

Basnight, Wendy WV.
Bass, Andrew W.
Bass, Anna C.

Bass, Ashley P
Bass, Brianna G.
Bass, John L.

Bass, Kaelyn E.
Bateman, Macie C.
Bates, Morgan B.
Battle, Brandon D.
Battle, Chanda R.
Batts, Madison B.
Baucum, Rashun A.
Baughn, Krista L.

Baumgartner; Elizabeth S.

Baur; MarkT.

Baxter; Nakira N.
Bayliss, Coley A,
Beach, Ashley R.
Beam, Allison M.
Beaman, Lynsey C.
Beamon, Kathryn D.
Bean, Ricardo A.
Beasley, Asa G.
Beasley, Makenzie |.
Beasley, Molly |.
Beaty, Curtis N.
Beaty, Jeremy R.
Beauchamp, Rachel |.
Beck, James

Beck, Larymi G.
Beck, Taylor B.
Beckman, Courtney S.
Beddard, Bailey D.
Beddard, Melisa A.
Beech, Jamie L.
Beeman, Davis
Beeman, Meredith
Beers, Hanna M.
Beeson, Madeline E.
Beker, Jenna R,
Belandres, Isabel A.
Belayhun, Nahum
Bell, Cierra

Bell, Michael B.

Bell, Trisha L.
Bellamkonda, Srikeerthi
Bellardini, Nicholas T.
Bennett, Alexandria K.
Bennett, Katrissa M.
Bennett, Robert W.
Benoist, Sarah M.
Benson, John M.
Benson, William E.
Bentley, Alex M.
Benton, Amy M.
Benton, Sarah
Berard, Stephanie
Bergstedt, Jameson A.
Berrier, Marti L.

Berry, Harry A.
Berry, Lea M.

Berry, Tyler M.
Bessa, Katia A.

Best, Camille D.
Best, Jacquelyn F.
Best, Tara E.

Bethea, Laura C.
Bethune Scroggs,
Lauren L.

Beverly, Da’Andre |.
Beyer, Sarah |.
Bhalla, Sophia J.
Bice, Makenzie N.
Biche, Amanda P
Biddle, Sarah

Biggs, Madison L.
Billingsley, Jonathan A.
Bindrim, Sarah G.
Birchall, Katelyn E.
Birdo, Jasmine A.
Bishop, Brooklyn M.
Bishop, Cydney M.
Bishop, Emily G.
Bishop, Richard D.
Bishop, Ruth K.
Bishton, Seika M.
Bivens, Bruce C.
Bizzell, Octavia N.
Black, Hannah E.
Black, Kelsey E.
Black, Mariana
Black, Melissa W.
Blackerby, Jane E.
Blackwelder; James K.
Blackwell, Amadeo G.
Blackwell, Jordan M.
Blackwood, Sarah E.
Blair, Austin C.
Blanchett, Darion P
Blanchette, Tori M.
Bland, Destiny N.
Bland, Jay'onia S.
Bland, Ryan E.

Blankenship, Grayson M.

Blanton, Justin T.
Blevins, Kiely A.
Blizzard, Danielle N.
Blizzard, Troy L.

Bloodworth, Dakotah L.

Blount, Miari L.

Blowe, Whitney E.
Blowe, William T.
Blumthal, Elizabeth A.
Blythe, Elizabeth A.
Boachie, Rebecca |.
Boatwright, Lesjune N.
Bobbitt, ljanee’ M.
Bobo, Harvey L.
Boehling, Jackson V.

Boggan, Michaela S.
Boggs, Nikki L.
Bolick, Johan E.
Bollinger; Brett A.
Bolster; Alexandria E.
Bolster, Koren |.
Bomstein, Shannon M.
Bond, Linda A.

Bonds, Jennifer M.
Bonicelli, Alexandria N.
Bonin, Thomas C.
Bonner, Earic R.
Booker, Akeem |.
Booker, McKayla M.
Boon, Jessica E.
Boone, Madison N.
Boone, Samuel J.
Boone, Tammy R
Booysen, Grethe
Borchers, Brittany A.
Bordeaux, Cameron E.
Borkowski, Nicole L.
Boron, Nicolas |.
Borsay, Peter

Boston, Kayla M.
Boswell, Elizabeth C.
Bott, Andrew M.
Boudy, Destiny R.
Bounds, Martha C.
Bounphengsy,
Chittachone E.
Bourgeois, Bailee L.
Bousquet, Anna-Claire V.
Bowden, Na'Shir D.
Bowen, Erica

Bowen, Jack C.
Bowen, Richard K.
Bowman, Elizabeth M.
Bowman, Haley C.
Bowman, Rebecca C.
Box, Dylan M.

Boyd, Calvin S.

Boyd, Danielle R.
Boyd, Kristen K.
Boyd, Lekendria |.
Boyd, Lindsay B.
Boyd, Rachel C.
Boyd, Theresa C.
Boykin, Bridgette L.
Boykin, Trevor R.
Boyle, Parker S.
Boyles, Joey L.
Boyles, Meleah C.
Bradley, Burklee A.
Bradley, Kimberly N.
Bradley, McKenzie |.
Bradley, Shanaya M.
Bradshaw, Shjamill K.
Bradsher; Aysia L.
Brady, Jacqueline D.

Brady, Julian R.
Branam, Kaitlyn M.

Branch, Christopher |.

Branch, Isaac L.
Brand, Cara D.
Brandon, Bailey E.
Brandt, Nathalie F.
Brantley, Suzanne H.
Brantley, William P
Braswell, Austin P
Braun, Kaitlyn |.
Breedlove, Austin C.
Brehmer; David M.
Breneman, Mary R

Bresch, Alan-Michael |.

Brett, Niamh E.
Brewer, Madison T.
Brewer, Raegan M.
Bright,Vanessa
Briley, Kayla B.
Brinckman, Holly
Briney, Paul J.
Brinkley, Kelsey L.
Brinkley, Megan L.
Brinson, Anna E.
Brinson, Justin B.
Britt, Seth D.

Britt, Sharda D.
Britt, Taylor A.
Brittain, Adelia M.
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There’sa onBoard

By Allison Todd

MARCH 2021 OFFICIALLY BEGAN Dr: Philip Rogers' time here as the new chancellor for Fast Carolina University's
(ECU) undergraduate and graduate students! To officially welcome Chancellor Rogers to his new position we sat down and asked
him some fun questions to get to know him better.We learned about his time in college, his favorite things to do at ECU and even

received a special message to the class of 2021.

What are you most looking forward to when you

begin your time as ECU’s chancellor?

I'm a strong believer in the power of authentic relationships.

You will find me walking the campus often to simply
engage with students, faculty, staff and others to learn about
how our mission of student success, public service and regional
transformation is directly influencing their lives.

What is your favorite ECU tradition?

My wife would tell you the Spirit Cup competition
during homecoming week. As a two-time alumna
of the university and former President

of the ECU Ambassadors, she is quite
proud of winning that event with the
Ambassadors during her time at ECU!
My favorite tradition, though, is
commencement. There is nothing
more energizing than seeing

ECU fulfill its mission of student
success when graduates ‘l
proudly walk across that stage. '

@ If you could go back to
college and relive any
moment, what would it be?

There was a moment

in my sophomore year of
college where | lost a bit of hope
and motivation. It happens to all of us,
but what's important is how we bounce
back and persevere through the challenging
times. | had a professor who took a special interest
in me and provided the encouragement | needed to refocus
and thrive...if | could relive that moment again, | would sincerely
thank them for investing in me and my future.

What was the scariest part of going into the real
world after graduating college?
One of the scariest parts of going into the real world
for me was the fear of losing the strong relationships
that | had built with friends, roommates and others over the
four-year period | was in school...after graduation, though,
it is not uncommon for you to go in different directions and
follow different paths..authentic relationships take work and

| encourage our students to develop their own traditions,
strategies, and commitments to ensure those friendships
developed at ECU remain steadfast. It will bless your life many
times over to invest in friendships that will carry you a lifetime.

What was your favorite undergraduate class that
you took during college?

I've always enjoyed studying the political process and
took a class on The American Presidency during an
election year. It was fascinating to study the history of elections
and presidential administrations during a time when our

country was electing a new leader...| also took
a class titled The Patriarchal Families of
Shakespearean Drama. To this day, | will
never forget that class because of the
rich life lessons learned from those
historic readings.

What is something
you learned later in
life that you wish you had
known as a young adult?
Be yourself. Always be
yourself. It is too easy to
conform and shape your personal
image in a way that seeks to meet
the needs of others. Stay true to
what you can control and what is in
your heart.

What would you like to tell the class of
2021?

Simply, thank you. You represent the very best of our

university and our society. You are on the path to
complete your college degree in the midst of one of the most
challenging times in American history. You have pursued this goal
with courage, dedication, passion and determination. You have
persevered through a transformative time and you step into the
world at a moment when it needs you the most.

Thank you for your commitment to ECU and we're all eager to
see what ceilings you shatter in the years ahead.

Letter from
Cherie Speller

Dear Pirate Media | Graduates,

Congratulations on your major accomplishment of completing your undergraduate education. | know it was especially hard
to push to this finish line during a pandemic, when your classes were presented
through a computer screen and most of the usual celebrations and
experiences of being college seniors were erased because of the
overwhelming need to stay healthy, even to stay alive.

But you now are not only graduates of East Carolina
University but also of Student Media/Pirate Media
| That means you didn't give up on your college
education under extraordinarily difficult
circumstances, and didn’t you give up on your
quest to learn and serve your community
through your work at PM1.

You won't regret it. | know the skills,
friendships and memories developed at PM|
will help carry you for years to come, maybe
even for the rest of your lives.

As you prepare for your next voyage, please
consider these three things:

* Take time to celebrate all your
accomplishments. It's been a tough year
(maybe four years or morel) and you
deserve to just breathe for a while.

* Life can be tough. The key is to never, ever

give up. Not on your dreams, not on yourself or
the goodness in humanity. Nelson Mandela said, |
never lose. | either win or learn.”

* While it's OK, maybe even admirable, to be
competitive, driven and persistent, also be responsible, kind
and honest. It makes it much easier to live with yourself and
others.

Graduates, | celebrate and thank you for your dedication, loyalty, hard work
and wish you Godspeed as you set your sails on your next journey. Please stay in
touch.

With warm wishes,

Cherie Speller
Interim Director
ECU Student Media/Pirate Media |
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Celebrate your future

' Qﬁd"thl'eir'continuing success by
Jcontacting smaa@ecu.edu to reserve

a congratulatory ad in the next
“edition of Anchors Away.

| cannot believe you are graduating!

You make me so proud, from DJ

to Station Manager. | will always

remember my Landslide dedication.

You are forever, My Kool Kid, no
matter what hour it is.

Love Mom

When you first stepped foot on
campus, you knew it felt like home.
Your passion for all things “Purple
and Gold” has led you to some
Fretty amazing experiences and
riendships that will last a lifetime.
New adventures await, and you're
more than ready! With love and
pride, we celebrate YOU, our
precious Pirate.

Mom, Dad, and Gracie

G Tt

Summer Rea... our sunshine on a
cloudy day! Focused, motivated,
accomplished...so  amazing! A
bright future awaits... grab it and go!
We're extremely proud of our “little”
girl...out to set the world on fire!

Love, Mom & Dad

Pl Jr

Congratulations, Macie!

Although we will miss you in the
office, we are so proud of everything
you have accomplished. From
covering cultural events to sharing
the opinions of students, we are
excited to see what your future

holds!

With love,
Your TEC family

Hoe e

Our Dearest Zoég,
We are so proud of you and the many
accomplishments you have achieve
during your four years at ECU. You are
an amazing daughter and awesome big
sister to your brothers. We have had the
privilege of watching you grow into a
confident, strong, kind, beautiful young
woman. We are excited to see God's plan
for your future and glad we have a tront
row seat!
Zoé means life, now go out and live it!
Congratulations!

Love, Momma and Dad

?MM

She’s the air | breathe, She's the beat
in my heart, She's the tear in my eyes,
When we're apart, She's the pride |
feel with all she achieves, I'm the one
that gives hope in what she believes

My sweet baby, I'm so proud to be
your Mother! Congratulation’s girl!
You did it! We love you!

Mom & Lilly

Pt Collpns

From Showtime to Puck Drop, to
Sports and News, thank you for all
the hard work you do!

With love,
your family at WZMB 91.3FM.

Sy (Colfine

We are so thankful for everything
you've done with the station!
With love,
your family at WZMB 91.3FM.

D Foane

Kate,

It has been an honor and a joy to
watch you grow into the woman of
God you have become.
Remember that every day is the first
day of the rest of your life. Walk into
each one with grace, humility and a
fire in your heart.

Keep doing great things. We love
you,

Dad & Mom

Sooeke Ffoper

Congratulations Sarah!

As your time at Pirate Media 1 comes

to end we are sad to see you go, but

happy for what your future holds.

Good luck on wherever the road may

take you, whether that be the streets

of London or under the city lights of
New York.

With love,
your TEC family

PCtd iy

No matter how close or far,
It will never matter where you are.

We will be in your corner

And we will defend your honor.

You are a bright and shiny star,

Always remember that you are.

We are all so proud,
Your own personal cheering crowd.

Love,
Mommy, Dad and sisters, brothers,
niece and nephew. WE LOVE YOU!

Gooster: 7 ppin
Congratulations Jennifer on your
Graduation. We are proud of all
you have accomplished in your life
and we know that you are going to
continue to succeed in everything
you do. We encourage you to keep
growing, dreaming and living life to

the fullest.

We love you - Mom and Dad

9@4» %/urf
Jasa,
Your village is extremely proud of all
ou have accomplished these past
our years. We know this is only the
beginning to doors with unlimited
possibilities. Continue to be proud
of who you are in the world. Be the
hero of your own life story! We love
you Jasal

All our love,
Mama, Brad, PaPa, and MaMa

We are SO VERY PROUD of you
Caitlin!

You have worked so hard and put in
the work to reach your goals.
May God bless you always. Never
stop believing and reaching for your
dreams, for they will come true.

Love Mom, Dad and Kelli

oo S

Congratulations, Jess!

The sports section at TEC will
not be the same without you, but
through your positive “mindset
and networking abilities we know
our future will hold success. Your
oyalty to the staff has not gone
unnoticed and we are proud of your
accomplishments!

With love,
Your TEC family

CPRobert Spidt

Congratulations onyour graduation!
We wish you the best of luck in your
future endeavors.

With love,
your family at WZMB 91.3FM.




VIORTHY SHOWS

BINGH

WITH ASSIGNMENTS BEING ONLINE NOWADAYS, your computer is used less and
less for streaming and more for proctored tests and those beloved discussion boards, ha-ha.

Whether you have fallen behind on your binge watching shennanigans or are in the market for

new shows to start, Disney +, Netflix and Amazon Prime have you covered. Pro tip for future
graduate students, be sure to use your student |.D. on Amazon Prime for a student discount.

Here are our top picks from each streaming platform.

By Catherine Johnson

WATCH ON NETFLIX

Outerbanks

WATCH ON DISNEY+
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WATCH ON AMAZON PRIME

Lady Gaga & Ariana Grande,
Chromatica Album, Rank

| Billboard Hot 100 Songs
Chart June 2020

Harry Styles, Fine Line
Album, Rank 6 Billboard Hot
100 Songs Chart April 2020

Christine and the Queens,
La vita nuova Album,
Rank || Billboard Hot 100
Songs Chart August 2020

SAINT JHN, Collection

One Album, Rank 4

Billboard Hot 100 Songs
Chart July 2020

Savage Remix - MeganThee

Stallion ft. Beyoncé, Suga Album,

Rank | Billboard Hot 100 Songs
Chart May 2020

BTS,Dynamite,
Rank | Billboard Hot
100 Song Chart 2020

é 'i|'||l|||||'lII'||l--

Playlist of a Post Grad

Use our Spotify code!

Doja Cat ft. Nicki Minaj,

Hot Pink Album, Rank

| Billboard Hot 100 Songs
Chart May 2020

The Weeknd, After Hours
Album, Rank 2 Billboard Hot
100 Songs Chart December

SN
Justin  Bieber, Changes
Album, Rank 6 Billboard
Hot 100 Songs Chart
January 2021



Happy Days in Hard Times

Looking at the pandemic from a different light

By Allison Todd | Photos by Katelyn Francis

MARCH 2020 STRUCK AMERICA
HARD. Rumors here and there of the virus
CQOVID-19 began floating around the world
in the beginning of the year The thought of
such a thing sounded absurd and distant to
many Americans. We had not experienced a
pandemic this extreme since the 1920's and it
was unbelievable to think it might hit the same
level as that. However beginning in March, we
watched the numbers climb as more and
more Americans fell victim to COVID-19.

We did our best to help those in need
by staying home to work and do school. Ve
learned how to adapt to this new normal of
face masks and hand sanitizer:VWe learned new
coffee recipes, FaceTimed or Zoomed
our loved ones and definitely
became addicted to TikTok. 4@
Most days felt scary and &
uncertain and we spent
them worried about
our loved ones and
the world around us.
It is easy to look back
at the beginning of the
pandemic and think of
all the negatives about it.
But it is also important to
acknowledge that with adversity
there are always positives.

Many times, what seems like the worst
thing in the world can turn into a moment
of growth. Trysten Culler; a junior at East
Carolina University (ECU), shared how this
unprecedented time turned positive for him,
“| came out at the beginning of quarantine
in late April. | was out to only my sisters and
then started telling more people the more
comfortable | got with my sexuality.’

Culler said one of his friends encouraged
him to download Tinder; “selecting ‘men’ only
was a very exhilarating experience.” Culler
matched with a man he describes as tall and
beautiful and dropped the pick-up line, “I
know this sounds weird, but you remind me
of my high school English teacher’” Culler and
him have been together since. "...we found

Caroline Daub and Brady Gelezinsky hold hands in Uptown Greenville (top left).

love in the middle of a pandemic,” said Culler:

Culler was not the only one who had a
pandemic love story. Gabrielle Fontenot, a
ECU junior said she also met her boyfriend
during the pandemic, “I think if it [the
pandemic] had never happened | would've
never met him!" Some people even found it
ideal to be in quarantine.

Dr. Adrienne Muldrow, a communication
professor at ECU, opened up about how she
has been taking it easy during the pandemic.
“I 'have enjoyed not getting too dressed up
or taking time and gas money to arrive on
campus,”’ said Dr: Muldrow. She said she also
enjoys the online teaching environment
and believes it allows for more vulnerable
discussions  with her students.
She said she even enjoyed
the  opportunities  to
go on walks around

the neighborhood
and meet her new
neighbors. These are
all opportunities Dr.
Muldrow may not
have had without the
pandemic.
“Overall, | enjoyed
the simple joys of life, saving
commuting time, visiting others
without the travel hassle and living around-
the-clock in comfy pants;” said Dr: Muldrow.

The uncertainty of the pandemic has
taken us all for a loop. But it is important that
when we go back to normal, when there is
no more face masks or precautions, that we
remember this unique time we lived in. It is
important that we remember how privileged
we are to be here today and that we have the
opportunity to find the positives during this
unprecedented time.

Let us take this time as a reset for our
soul; a reminder to us that we are not meant
to work until we are burnt out. We are not
meant to go months without our families.
We're meant to live every day like the next
isn't promised.

& Chris Valley proposes to Kathleen Riggi by the cupola (bottom left and center).

" e W

.

4
L

“|  started

Riley Yates
“When | had

started to feel more like myself”

long hair through
quarantine, | kept feeling less and less
like myself, and | needed a drastic &
change to remind me of who | am. So
| chose cutting and dyeing my hair! |

Nina Maliskewski

“'ve always wanted to
learn how to sew and
| saw a trend on TikTok
over quarantine where
people were cropping
their sweaters. | had just

BEFORE

AFTER

Jenna Kiefriter

v 2

b ‘Over quarantine, |
dyed my hair both
pink and orange and
got three more
piercings! | also got
super into K-pop!”

Grayce Mosier

roller  skating  during
quarantine! Since June, | have been
doing the Skating 365 challenge; I've
been roller skating every day since
then. It has definitely improved my
balance and taught me to go for
things even if it means getting hurt.”

and | wanted to make my own merch
for my “commitment” post. It became a
very small business, but it made me some
money while | couldn’t find a job!”

“| love to go get
my nails done,
but | noticed

that a lot of the time the same files

Tiffany
Robertson

committe to transferring to ECU in April,

Catherine Francis

“The best thing that
came out of quarantine
is that my mental health
actually got better: |

got out of a really toxic | = )‘ﬁ
relationship and got ~ ESEIIAREIA

into a much better; healthier one. I've
grown to appreciate and love myself
more than | ever did.”

and drills were being used on a
person and it was really unsanitary.
Over quarantine, | bought a kit
and started watching TikToks and
YouTube videos of how to do acrylic
nails. | started practicing on myself
and a few friends, and over the past
few months, | feel | have improved so
much.When | got back to Greenville
after break, | sent a message to
my sorority sisters who would let

me do their nails and then it grew
from there! This is something | love
doing! It is way cleaner than a nalil
salon, and | get
to have social
interaction even
though | am all
virtual because
of COVID-9!"

Madison Lind

7 “Over quarantine,
. - | had lots of old

- paints and canvas’
from high school
and my sisters are
really into art.
Y e So, we decided to
try and paint a couple of pictures! They
helped pick out and paint all of them!”

By Reagan Blackburn| Photos Contributed

Before and
After:
Quarantine
Edition

PEOPLE CHANGE ALL THE TIME. WITHIN AYEAR,YOU
CAN ALMOST FEEL LIKE A DIFFERENT PERSON. HOWEVER,
MOST CHANGE USUALLY COMES FROM IMPORTANT AND
TRANSFORMATIVE EVENTS. SOMETIMES, THIS CAN BE A
BIRTHDAY OR GRADUATION. FORTHE FOLLOWING PEOPLE
THOUGH, A PANDEMIC HELPED CHANGE THEM FORTHE
BETTER!
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Flies When
You’re

Havingaiuon

By Catherine Johnson | Photos by Halie Miller

A look at how campus
has changed in the past
4 years.

CROATAN

NEW COACH

Pirate football welcomed
the new Head Football
Coach, Mike Houston, in
the last quarter of 2018. He
replaced David Blackwell who
was Interim Head Coach after the
termination of Scottie Montgomery.
Houston previously coached at James

Madison University before returning to his home state of
North Carolina to become a pirate. He currently holds
an 87-39 record and has led the Pirates to many victories.

£33

Bag et =322 L3 P M Z initocnes . >
THE CROATAN
Some Some of us here at East
Carolina  University (ECU)  can
a time when we would walk into
Chick-Fil-A  (CFA) at Croatan
prepared to fight for the last
order of fries on the heating rack.
In 2018, after reopening CFA at
the Croatan building, it went from a
CFA express to a full-service restaurant.
At CFA express you were able to grab
your fries and choice of an entrée, either a
sandwich or nuggets, then check out with a cashier As a full-
service restaurant you could order and receive your food
like any other location. With this upgrade the menu went
from limited options, because of the express service flow,
to a full menu with many options to choose from such as a
cool chicken wrap or fresh grilled chicken sandwich.

THE GALLEY

If you lived on College Hill in 2017-2018 then you
remember the OG Galley under Jones Hall. This was the
spot if you and your friends all wanted something different
to eat; you could choose from a sub, a juicy burger or Philly
cheesesteak, tacos, a spicy burrito bowl or even a slice of
delicious pepperoni pizza. The Galley received a makeover in
2018-2019 to make the space more welcoming for students.
The new and improved Galley now offers more indoor and
outdoor seating and lounge areas. It also has a delicious new

burger place; Stacked, and Brewhouse

'i\ T by Port City Java that has the best

e E\ - coffee on campus.You can still find

W % some of your original favorites
i N

N
it . here like Subway and Pirate
S | | vt " 0T

MENDENHALL

Mendenhall, located
between Joyner
Library and the Student
Recreation Center was a

Oz

i
\

Zé/,« ;;,7//////1/’///’{/ popular spot to meet and

W hang out on campus before
i closing down in 2019.You could

grab a bite at CFA or Panda Express
before visiting Hendrix Theatre or going to a club
meeting there. Once the Main Campus Student
Center opened, Mendenhall was turned into a full-
service catering kitchen and extra office space. ECU
has long term plans for this space which includes
creating administrative meeting and office spaces,
moving Pirate Media |, and redoing a new
bowling alley.

STUDENT CENTER

The new Main Campus Student Center
was a long-awaited addition to ECU that
opened in January of 2019 on the first day
of class. This 122 million dollar edition to
campus is a hit with students and faculty alike.
This became the new home to Dowdy Student
Store, a separate 14,000 square foot ballroom,
the Black Box Theater; six dining venues, including
some new options like Au Bon Pain and Raising
Canes, study rooms and even a gaming center! ﬁ
This 220,000 square foot facility took almost
two years to build but the wait was so worth
it for us pirates.

NAME CHANGES

In November 2020, two campus locations

received new names to honor important
individuals that are part of the Pirate family.
The Student Recreation Center (SRC) was
renamed the Richard R. and JoAnn M. Eakin SRC

in honor of Richard Eakin. He served as the fourth
chancellor and he played a key role in getting the
recreation center started here at ECU. Gateway Residence
Hall also got a name upgrade. it is now Steve and Nancy
Ballard Hall. Steve Ballard served as ECU's sixth chancellor
and helped secure funding for the dormitory.
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ALL THE MOST

MEMORABLE

THE 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR
is shaping up to be an interesting
one. It was our first school year

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES
(Mid-August, 2020)

While we were gearing up for
another school year, the people
of the west coast were suffering
through major wildfires. These
wildfires spread across over
four million acres, and a total of
33 lives were lost. This wildfire
season was deemed the largest
wildfire season in history.

BRPHILIP ROGERS
BYCHOSEN AS NEW

INTERIM CHANCELLOR
(January 19th, 2021)

On January 19 Philip
Rogers was chosen as
East Carolina University’s
(ECU) new Interim
Chancellor. Rogers’ duties
as Interim  Chancellor
began on March 15 as Ron
Mitchelson retired after
working 42 years in higher

&I\ 10E BIDEN’S
a9 INAUGURATION

(January 20th, 2021)

Joe Biden’s inauguration
was much anticipated as
he took the stage with

his family and future staff. =—————

The event was set with
an inspiring reading by
poet Amanda Gorman
and a performance of the
national anthem done by
Lady Gaga. Joe Biden and

GREENVILLE®S FIRST

SNOW
(January 28th, 2021)

ECU students and residents
of Greenville woke to a
beautiful white display outside
their windows on January 28.
Greenville had finally received
its first snow of the winter.
Although it wasn not much and
was melted away in just a few
hours, it was just what students
needed amidst a hectic spring

completely virtual, and we learned Kamala Harris were sworn =  semester

to enjoy the little things. We lost education. Rog’gers o was in and later celebrated .
EVENTS FROM many great people and gained many Etr;}llﬁgiyzggg;ofglef of with a firework display

great friends. There were ups and : over DC.

downs and, although the school
THE PAST year has been challenging, it has also

been extremely r'ewarding.' Here ECU UNDERGRADUATE

are the top 10 events from this past CLASSES SWITCH ONLINE ECU BEATS HOUSTON

SCHOOL YEAR

SEERLY S (August 28th, 2020) (February 3rd, 2021)

Former Interim Chancellor

RBG PASSES AWAY Ron Mitchelson made the

(September 18th, 2020) difficult decision to move.all
undergraduate classes online

three weeks into the semester. 'd s

This decision was made after CAPITOL STORM'N

several COVID-19 clusters
broke out around campus, (January 6th, 2021)

from sorority houses to dorms.
Thus, beginning the journey of

The ECU men'’s basketball team shocked the nation as
they took the lead against the #5 team in the country.
Coming to a result of 82-73, fifth-ranked Houston got
knocked back to 6th in a shocking turn of events.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed away at the age of 87 years-
old after a fight against metastatic breast cancer of the pancreas.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, affectionately known as RBG, left behind a
legacy of gender equality and was known as a female icon. RBG
was the first Jewish woman to serve on the Supreme Court and

January 6th will be carved into our

spent much of her time fighting for women'’s rights. online classes. memories forever as we watched ,#‘
domestic terrorists storm the \;}7
Capitol building. Members of =] " "' f"’ " ”
. Congress hi.d undert')talixles in. adback M*'féi;‘:: vousi
o ALEX TREBEK room as rioters broke windows = | =]
2020 ELECTION DAY PASSES AWAY and marched through the Capitol e

(November 6th, 2020)

walls. Lives were lost, and others S

will never forget that horrific day. WINTER STORM COVERS THEU S
(February 16th, 2021)

(November 8th, 2020)
Americans across the country

rushed to the polls to cast their
vote for the next President of the
United States of America (USA).The
election was a slow process, but poll
workers from every state worked
diligently to ensure an accurate and
fair election. Finally, on November 7,
Joe Biden was officially announced

Hearts around the world
shattered when news broke
that Alex Trebek had passed
away after a long and gracious
fight against pancreatic cancer.
Trebek was 80 years old and
left behind millions of fans

VACCINE ROLLS OUT
(November 14th, 2020)

On February 16, over 73% of America
was covered with snow as winter storm
Uri traveled across the country.This was
the largest snow coverage in the USA
since 2003 and left much of the country
in disarray. Texas, a state who rarely sees
snow at all, was one of the most heavily
affected by this treacherous storm.

Finally, after a very long year, the Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine began to roll out for the United States.

around the world who loved The first recipients being health care workers from
the president-elect of the 2020 his dry humor and comforting Queens, New York. This was a sigh of relief for all
election, making him the 46th

: presence. Americans.
38 President of the USA. 39




Student organizations
participate in home-
coming events.

Home Sweet
Homecoming

By Allison Todd | Photos by Madison Grifaldo

Homecoming at East
Carolina University (ECU),

and at most colleges, almost always
takes place in the fall. Students and
alumni gather for a week of activities,
community and to celebrate calling
East Carolina home. But last fall,
the ECU homecoming committee
had to make the difficult decision
to postpone homecoming to a
later date in order to keep the
community safe. But finally, on
March |5, ECU Began its week of
homecoming events! We talked
with homecoming chair; Katelyn
Ward, to get some details on the
highly anticipated event.

Even though Ward, a senior at ECU,
is serving her first time as chair
she is no stranger to the ECU
homecoming committee. Ward
volunteered during homecoming
her freshman year and then
officially joined the committee her
sophomore year.Ward said she has
loved serving as chair so far.

“This has been one of the best
experiences,” shared Ward. “| love
planning events and | have loved
being part of Homecoming in the
past years, so having been given the
opportunity to serve as chair has
been great.”

Having been on the homecoming
committee for so long, Ward said
her all time favorite homecoming
event would have to be the skit
night held at Minges Coliseum.
But due to homecoming not being
held in-person she would have to
pick the new golf cart parade as
her second favorite event. To avoid
a large crowd, the homecoming
committee decided to turn their
usual parade down 5th St. into a

fun golf cart parade by the Main

Campus Student Center (MCSC).

These golf carts were decorated
head to toe by organizations
and were live streamed through
Facebook so that anyone could
enjoy the beautiful decorations.You
could even vote for your favorite
cart after the event!

Ward said that although she
has loved serving as chair it has
definitely come with its challenges,

“The most challenging
part of this year’s planning
process was the fact that we
were not even sure if we
could have a homecoming
and if we could what it
would look like.”

In the fall they even feared there
may not be any in-person events
for this homecoming but after
some tough discussions throughout
the year, the committee was able to
plan a wonderful event.

“Being able to have the opportunity
to still plan for these events even
with everything going on in the
world has been very rewarding,’
said Ward. “Homecoming week is
something everyone looks forward
toand lam glad

| was given the
opportunity to
plan something
that everyone
has the chance

to participate

”

in.
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The Future is Yours

An insight into what some of our recent alums are up to
By Reagan Blackburn | Photos contributed by ECU Athletics

AS OUR 2020 AND 2021 graduates go off into the real world, it can be a little discouraging. It can be overwhelming
even when a pandemic is not happening, let alone when it feels like the world is falling apart. However, over the past decade,
some of our recent alumni have gone on to do some pretty incredible things. Here are what seven of our recent alumni are
doing around the world right now!

£4
Zay Jones - FOOTBALL

Zay Jones was last seen on the fields of Dowdy-Ficklen in
2016 as our star wide receiver. Not only was Jones known for
his killer skills on the field, but his vibrant and friendly personality
off the field as well. The Buffalo Bills selected him as the 37th
overall pick for the 2017 NFL draft. Since his days as a pirate, he
has played for the Buffalo Bills and he currently plays for the Las
Vegas Raiders.

Seth LeDay - BASKETBALL

Seth LeDay is actually representing pirate nation on the other
side of the world! While he originally started atVirginia Tech, he
transferred after a year. Before leaving to enter the NBA Draft,
he earned his Bachelor of Science in Communication. Although
he did not finish the season with the pirates, he still brings us
with him as he plays with the Prishtina in countries like Iceland
and Lithuania.

Spencer Brickhouse - BASEBALL

Recognized for both his defensive abilities and power-hitting,
Spencer Brickhouse became a recent household name when he
got drafted in the Minor Leagues.He was named an All-American
candidate for the 2018 season. After studying engineering,
Brickhouse signed with the Missoula Ospreys in the Arizona
Diamondbacks MLB organization.

e

Jake Agnos - BASEBALL

Many of our baseball players are making names for themselves
and Jake Agnos is no exception. After studying management
information systems,Agnos signed with the Staten Island Yankees
in the New YorkYankees MLB organization.Additionally, he is not
the only baseball player in the family! His brother, Zach, signed

with ECU back in 2018. 1t must run in the genes!

Alec Burleson - BASEBALL

Although he may be recent alumni,Alec Burleson has already
made a name for himself in the professional world.After studying
business management, Burleson was picked as the 70th pick in
the second round of the 2020 MLB First-Year Player Draft. Since
leaving ECU, Burleson has played for the State College Spikes in
the St. Louis Cardinals MLB organization.

Yesenia Ayala - THEATRE AND DANCE

Yesenia Ayala has represented ECU on Broadway, television
and film! Ayala graduated from the School of Theatre and Dance
in 2010 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Arts. Over the
past five years, she has found her place in New York City (NYC)
with such shows as “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory “ and
“Carousel”. Most recently, she was cast as Anita in the revival of
“West Side Story” and was nominated for a Drama Desk Award
for her performance.

While these are some of our alumni from the past decade, we have over a hundred years worth of incredible alumni
that work all across this world and we will have many more as the years go by. Maybe ten years from now, you will be

included in our magazine! Only time will tell...
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ECU students take the
plunge during annual
Polar Bear Plunge event.

EVEN IF YOU'VE ONLY BEEN at ECU for a
semester you are bound to have heard of the Polar Bear
Plunge. There's something so exhilarating about holding
hands with your friends as you jump into that ice cold water.
This long-time tradition of jumping into a freezing cold pool
in the dead of winter has been a favorite event for students
for many years, 25 years to be exact! To commemorate this

special anniversary, Anchors Away talked
with Natalie Pray, the designer of
the Polar Bear Plunge t-shirt.
Natalie, a senior at
East Carolina, had
the privilege of

kdesigning the

t-shirt for the Polar Bear Plunge this year. If you were one
of the first 300 jumpers, you may have received that t-shirt!
Natalie has been working for the ECU Campus Recreation
& Wellness Center in the communication & promotions
department as a graphic designer since 2019. Every vear, a
different designer is picked to design the event's t-shirt and
this year it was Natalie. Designing the t-shirt is not Natalie's
only connection to the event, | jumped for the first time my
junior year!”

Natalie talked about her inspiration behind the Polar Bear
Plunge t-shirt design,“The symbolism of the polar bear, which
is guidance and endurance, were the main inspirations, since
the goal for this design was to represent the past years of
the Polar Bear Plunge for the 25th anniversary. Also, the

PLUNGING INTO

By Allison Todd | Photos by Halie Miller & TyJae Huff

patronus spell from Harry Potter was the main inspiration for
the mystical aesthetic.”

The design also contains fun bits of symbolism and secret
objects! The arches are meant to represent the Cupola and
the front of the Eakins Student Recreation center.”| had this
idea that | wanted to hide little things within the silhouette
of the polar bear that represented the event,” Natalie said.
She said her purpose of this was so that students could enjoy
finding the little hidden objects within the design.

Natalie said she loves being a part of the Polar Bear Plunge
because there is such a sense of community during the event.
She says she loves the excitement of people slowly arriving to
take the ice-cold plunge.”l also love how so many people do it
with friends... | jumped with some of my coworkers last year
and it made the event so much more exciting,” Natalie said.
She said that although it was a fun experience, she decided to

w 5,

(Left to right) Kayleigh Rice,

~ Kaitlin Loverme and Emma
Campbell stop for a picture after
taking the plunge and earning

\ their cool T-shirts.
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stay on the sidelines of the plunge this year. But it meant a lot
to her to have taken part in such a big tradition at ECU, even
if just once.

The Polar Bear Plunge is held every winter, usually around
January or February and is a great way to have a little fun
in the middle of your school year. A big thanks goes to the
employees and volunteers of the 2021 Polar Bear Plunge
who ensured the safety of all students and staff during this
unprecedented time. If you've
never taken part in the ECU
Polar Bear Plunge, it is
highly suggested that
you do so before
your journey at
ECU ends.
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Most Used Phrases
of the Year =% @

By Reagan Blackburn

OVER THE PAST YEAR, our everyday vernacular has become flooded with new words and phrases.When some-
thing as drastic as a pandemic comes along, our vocabulary will be drastically changed by all of the chaotic things happening
around us. However, sometimes, you can get sick of hearing the same things over and over again.

To make light of the situation, count how many of these you have heard and see how you actually feel about the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic!

| guarantee almost every email that you
have sent or received includes some form of >
safety sentiments.

Participants (21)

N4 Chat

| do not know...it has been over a year!
Regardless, it is nice to hope.

to Everyone:

If | ever hear “social distancing” after the
pandemic calms down, |, and many others,
will rightfully freak out.

| hope you are staying safe!

When things go back to normal...
Is it though? None of this feels normal.

Although, what is normal anyway?

Make sure we are all social distancing!

Wait...what about the Spanish Flu
Pandemic? Did Edward Cullen die
from nothing then?

This is the new normal.

Oh, how | hate these dreaded words. Once | gave an
entire speech over Zoom while muted and everyone ———
was too scared to tell me. Or even worse..my friend
got into a fight with her boyfriend over Zoom and her
whole class could hear. Always check whether you are

These are unprecedented times.

You are on mute! OR we can all hear you...
muted or not to avoid these uncomfortable situations!

GAME RESULTS: How do you really feel about the COVID-19 pandemic a year later?

0-2: You honestly like the peace and quiet of staying home! You love staying home in your pajamas and
snuggling with your animals.

3-5: It could be worse, but you would rather things go back to normal. You can usually see the pros and
cons of every situation, even a pandemic.

6-7: YOU NEED TO GET OUT OF THE HOUSE! If you go to one more Zoom call, you just might lose it.

Type | - The Reformer
Type I's are known
for being realistic and
responsible. They desire
to be balanced and have
integrity. Type I’'s would
tag along with friends
to any event but
would probably
prefer to be
hanging in
their Eno on the
mall with a book or
some homework.

By Allison Todd | lllustrations by Rose Bogue

If you have never heard of the Enneagram, this is the
perfect time to learn! The Enneagram, which started developing
in 1915, is a great way to learn and understand the people in your
life. Within the Enneagram are nine personality types that anyone
can fit, your type describes your personality, your weaknesses and
strengths, your fears and dreams and so much more.To find out
your type, visit: yourenneagramcoach.com to take the free test.
After you take the test, check out below what your type’s favorite
thing to do around campus may be:

Type 2 - The Helper
Type 2’s are very helpful and desire
strong relationships with others,
often going as far as putting their
own needs aside to help others.
They could be found at the
Pirate Palooza any given fall
semester. They love to
greet and welcome

new students to
ECU while treasuring
all the new friendships
they made while there.

Type 3 - The Achiever
Type 3’s are often extremely hard
working and pride themselves
on the goals they achieve. They
are the kind of students who

work hard all week in order
to play all weekend. They
can be found at a home
pirates football

game. They love
the competition and
would never miss the
chance to get a cute pic

11 by the field.

Type 4 - The
Individualist
Known to be very creative,
sensitive and unique.They tend

to keep to themselves
but their biggest fear
is being mundane
or boring. Type

4’s would

be likely to sign
up for the Polar
Plunge - not everyone

likes jumping into ice cold
water and they would love to
be one of the crazy people to

Type 5 - The

Investigator
Type 5’s love to explore and learn
about the world around them.
They are often very wise and
knowledgeable. Type 5
ECU students probably
studied and learned
everything  they
could about the
school and campus. That
is why type 5's would be
perfect tour guides for new
students or may be seen helping at

orientation.

Type 6 — The Loyalist
Type 6's are known to expect life’s
dangers before they happen. They

are known to be loyal, protective
and may even be the “mom” or
“dad” of their friend group.
That is why type 6's may
be seen at ECU’s
Halloween Havoc.
They would go to
the Halloween Havoc
to have fun but mostly so
that they could keep an eye on
their friends; making sure they are
staying safe.

Type 7 - The
Enthusiast

Type 7’s are known to be
well-rounded individuals who
are generous and hate
being bored. They really
enjoy having options
and often plan
and anticipate
the future. That
is why they would
likely enjoy ECUs
homecoming activities and
want to experience them all.

Type 8 — The Challenger
Type 8s pride themselves on
being strong, independent
individuals. They are often
very  determined and
committed to the things
and people they care
about. They would

be great as an
ECU SGA leader as
they do great in difficult
situations and would fight
for the issues they care about.

Type 9 - The

Peacemaker
Type 9s are known to be down-to-
earth, trustworthy and can tend to
be a little lazy. That is why their
favorite thing would have to
be grabbing a coffee at
Black Beards located
in  Uptown Green-
ville, a short walk
from campus.. They may
even prefer to go alone and
study by the window where
they can “‘people watch”.
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By

Catherine Johnson

Passing

the Torch

Let us hear what these ECU alumni had to say about everything from

graduation,

THE LAST FOUR YEARS have been a roller coaster

ride and one | am not sure that | am ready to get off from.

When | think about graduation, | do not know whether to
cry tears of happiness or tears of distress; | just know | want

to cry. The emotions | feel are excitement, pride, fear; doubt,

nervous accomplishment but also failure. We feel that sense
of accomplishment for graduating college and starting our lives
but what does that mean? That is where the sense of failure
starts to roll in, I have made it this far but wonder what do |
do now!?

"Those feelings can cause an
overwhelming feeling of stress and
anxiety. After speaking with Breana
Bradshaw, an East Carolina University
(ECU) alumna, she gave me some insight
on how she was feeling during her last
semester of college. She explained to
me that the nervous feeling I had was
“totally normal” and to use that feeling

to motivate me to find my next move.

As the semester goes on and graduation

is creeping up on us, we are hustling
to finish our classes and make good

grades to finish strong with."
While we are hustling to finish strong, we may lose a sense
of ourselves, become overwhelmed with everything going

on and desperately need a release. David Martin, an alumnae,

said “during your last semester make sure you're focusing on

school but don't forget to take care of yourself,” a thing some
of us not always have time to do. He explained that taking
time to care for himself helped him overcome the stress of
senior year and this “helped him in the real world too.”

“The real world does not stop for you to have a bad day
so learning how to deal with this in college gave me an
upper hand,” shared Martin. He would do things like turn off
his computer for a few minutes when he could not focus
anymore to rebalance his thoughts or call a friend to vent
about life for a few minutes.

As we start to come to the end of senior vear, a lot of us
are thinking about jobs and where we are going to go after
college. For the ones that do not know, it can be a scary
time trying to figure everything out. Bradshaw said that setting
small goals to accomplish help her get on track to figuring out
life after graduation.

Okay, so we set goals to get a job or where we want to live,
how do we accomplish them? Madison Williams, an alumna,

said she used her resources on campus such as Career Services
or College of Education (COE) Academic Success Center to
help her find positions that fit her We have probably heard
about these resources multiple times throughout our college
career but do not know what they do exactly. Career Services
can help you look at positions and jobs in your field that you
may not have known existed and put you in contact with the

right people. Check out their website, https://careerecu.edu,

to set up appointments. Once you find these positions, Martin
said , “‘start applying as soon as you think you are interested
and do your research” this way you may have the opportunity
to get a job offering before you graduate.

We have started applying to jobs and now we are hearing
back from employers that want to meet with us. Here comes
the intimidating part, the interview. Before the interview you
would want to research your company and prepare some
answers and questions before you go.When | asked Williams

about how she prepared for her interview with her employer she said,

“since my interview was via Zoom, | had my family and friends practice

questions with me on Zoom, so | knew how to use the software and
it also gave me time to think about some of the common interview
questions.”

This is great advice to anyone that is nervous going into their interviews.
Practice makes perfect, so the more people you go over your questions
and answers with the more comfortable you will be talking about them.

If the interview goes well and you are hired, it is now time to start
planning for your new adventure. Some of us will stay close to home while
others venture out into the world and leave our families, possibly for the
first time. This can be a frightening transition if we have never been away
from family and home. Bradshaw moved from North Carolina where her
friends and family are, to Florida where she knew no one. She said the
hardest part was being alone and getting into a routine. Her advice on
moving far away from family was to “really be willing to open yourself up
but stay alert.” She said, "be okay with being alone, if you can get past the
first three months or so you will be okay.”

With all this talk about graduating, applying and interviewing for jobs and
moving away, who has time to make sure they are still happy during this
stressful process? While talking to the alumni they all mentioned that during
this time it is important to make sure you are happy with how things are
going and with what you are doing.

“| cried many tears in those final months leading up to graduation (and
long after),” said Williams.“But | knew what and who made me happy. For
me, it was going to Target and spending time with my family. It's important
to find those things/people and to put your self-care first.”

It is crucial to have some self-care time in all this craziness we call life. If
we do not take care of ourselves then we will not be able to fully take care
of and help others in our lives too.

Talking to these different people, who have been in the same pirate
ship as all of us, helped me see that | am not alone in all my feelings and
thoughts on graduating. It is okay to not know what our next steps are,
as long as we are moving forward and learning. Bradshaw’s final piece of
advice is to remember; “follow your dreams and follow your heart, at the
end of the day nothing comes easy if it's helping you grow!’ This shows
that the hard work and dedication we have put towards our crafts will
pay off.

My favorite piece of advice came from Williams - *'As pirates, we have
been through tough waters and sometimes (especially this year), many of
us have felt as if our pirate ship was barely staying afloat. But like pirates,
they are always looking for gold. At ECU, everyone's gold is different.
Some gold may look like taking some time off and looking for your next
treasure map, joining the armed forces, serving your community as an
essential worker or teaching the next generation. To the spring class of
2021, you can see your gold, you are almost there and just know whatever
your gold may look like, you earned that gold. Treasure it!”

Always remember to keep searching for your treasure and never give
up.We did it, class of 2021!

“To the spring class of 2021, you can see
your gold, you are almost there and
just know whatever your gold may look
like, you earned that gold. Treasure it!”
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