
A Time for Science will open the Greenville Museum of 
Natural Sciences located at 729 Dickinson Avenue on Sept. 18 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony and expo with over 50 tables 
with hands-on exhibits.

Director of the Greenville and Contentnea Creek branches 
of the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences (NCMNS) 
Emily Jarvis said the Greenville location will open with a ribbon 
cutting at 10 a.m. and will be followed by a day of activities 
until 4 p.m.

The museum will open and will be 
filled with experts on the various exhib-
its. Outside of the museum, Jarvis said, 
there will be tables from science centers, 
including science departments from East 
Carolina University, each with hands-on 
activities pertinent to those disciplines. 
Jarvis said 12 ECU departments including 
anthropology, engineering, chemistry and 

biology will be present.
“It is cool, and the last time we had an event similar to this, 

without the grand opening piece, we had over 3,000 people 
show up, so we’re expecting it to be pretty big,” Jarvis said.

The Greenville Museum of Natural Sciences is the prod-
uct of a partnership between the North Carolina Museum of 
Natural Sciences and A Time for Science, Jarvis said. A Time 
for Science is a non-profit organization started in 2009. A 
Time for Sciences operates at the Contentnea Creek location 

in Grifton, North Carolina, where it saw 28,000 children for 
science based learning a year.

Jarvis said four years ago the NCMNS put out a request 
for proposal, A Time for Science applied and won. The two 
entities then entered a partnership which culminated in the 
creation of the Greenville Branch of the NCMNS. This is the 
first private/public partnership NCMNS has entered into, and 
Jarvis said this partnership gave A Time for Science access to 
resources they would not have had otherwise.

“We really thought it would be a great opportunity for 

sustainability, and continuing what we do, which is serving 
the community, providing science education for people of 
all ages,” Jarvis said. “This partnership with the museum 
(NCMNS) has been great because we have gained access to 
all sorts of resources in regards to exhibits, exhibit designers, 
programs, all of that.”

A Time for Science funds the museum, and that they still 
rely on community support to fund their operations. Jarvis said 

Students, as well as the faculty of 
East Carolina University, hope for a 
safe and successful fall 2021 semester 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the second session summer classes set 
to end on July 28.

The first summer session offered to 
the ECU community started May 16, 
and the second session started on June 
23. Students were able to take 11-week 
courses or register for the 8-week 
summer sessions.

Associate Vice Chancellor and 
Dean of Students 
Lynn Roeder said 
a number of ECU 
students were able 
to take summer 
2021 courses either 
f a c e - to - f a c e  or 
online.

“Students have 
taken full advantage of summer classes. 
We’ve (ECU) been excited for this past 

summer, and we’re excited that we’re 
going to come back in the fall,” Roeder 
said. “Students are all coming back in 
the fall (of 2021) as well as the faculty 
and staff.”

ECU students, Roeder said, have 
remained diligent in their school work 
throughout the summer. She said she 
hopes students remain safe and healthy 
with the pandemic while also being 
persistent in the schoolwork in the fall.

Roeder said students who have taken 
courses this summer of 2021 are “ahead 
of the game” despite COVID-19, as 
they were able to obtain school credits 
outside of the academic year.

“This summer was a real benefit, 
because there were some classes in 
person, so that allowed the students to 
get somewhat acclimated again,” Roeder 
said. “I know students go to summer 
school to either get ahead, you know, 
they don’t want to take an 18-hour 
semester, or maybe they want to make 
up for things that they didn’t do so 
well, you know, grade replacement. I 

know students took full advantage of it 
(summer classes).

Assistant Vice Chancellor and Direc-
tor of ECU Undergraduate Admissions 
Stephanie Whaley said the summer 
of 2021 has been positive despite the 
setbacks from COVID-19. She said the 
number of transfer students for both 
the 2020 and 2021 summer sessions 
have been the same, however, she is not 
aware of the enrollment numbers for 
both summer sessions.

Whaley said all universities across 
the state of North Carolina have not only 
seen a decrease in enrollment numbers 
this past summer but also throughout 
the past year due to the pandemic. 
Enrollment numbers across the state 
for the fall of 2021 have been steady, but 
Whaley said she is not worried since all 
universities in North Carolina are in the 
same boat and on the same page.

“I absolutely had high hopes for 
the summer, and I absolutely have 
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Students board the East Carolina University Transit bus, which goes to the 33 East apartment complex in the City of Greenville.
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East Carolina University Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) executive cabinet looks to increase transparency 
between the association and the student body as the fall 2021 
semester approaches and Pirates make their return to campus.

SGA President Chandler Ward said one of the biggest 
challenges SGA has faced in the past was communication to 
students on the ongoing efforts of SGA. 
He said there was a big divide between 
the association and the ECU student 
community.

“One of the biggest things (SGA) is 
trying to work on is unifying the two 
groups (SGA and students),” Ward said. 
“We believe it all starts with marketing 
and that is going to be Savannah (Slade) 
and I’s biggest platform.”

Ward said he needed to create transparency between SGA 
and the students to make sure students stayed informed about 
the efforts of the association. He said SGA hopes to be able to 
help other student organizations market themselves as well.

Students should not have to seek out information in 
regards to the SGA, Ward said, because the organization 
should provide the information to the students. He said he 
wanted to give students access to everything SGA has done 
and will do in the future.

“I feel like there is a divide between the governing body 
and the everyday student,” Ward said. “I want to make sure 
that if there are any big decisions made, students will be the 
first to hear of the freshman and sophomores especially.”

Ward said the challenge he’s faced as SGA president has 
been the lack of students on or around campus due to the 

pandemic. He said he believes the uni-
versity will return to normal in the fall.

Students may struggle trying to 
make up for the year they missed due 

to COVID-19, Ward said. He said this is an opportunity to 
help students because the bar is set very high for SGA and 
student experiences this next semester.

“The SGA’s biggest challenge for the next year is meeting 
these expectations set for this new year,” Ward said. “We (the 
SGA) don’t want to just meet this expectation, we want to 
exceed it because the SGA owes it to the students.”

As of date of publication, SGA Vice President Savan-
nah Slade has returned comments on her plans for the fall 
semester.
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the museum is important for Greenville, North Carolina, because she 
feels that every thriving city has a museum of natural sciences. People 
interested in supporting A Time for Science 
can do so on their website, along with looking 
at programs and events.

Jarvis said she wants to keep the specifics 
of the exhibits a surprise, but people can expect 
a health-related exhibit, an astronomy lab, the 
science of pirates and more among the museum's 
exhibits.

“A big portion of it will be covering the science 
of pirates, because we are in Greenville, there’s heavy 
pirate culture here, so we thought it would be cool to 
pull some science into that,” Jarvis said. “We are cover-
ing groundwater, sea level rise, weather, and then we do 
have an area specific for the younger learners, it’s called 
the discovery forest.”

Javan Sutton, head of exhibits for the NCMNS, said he 
leads the design teams for all of the NCMNS locations. Sutton 
said for the Greenville location, the team chose a direction that 
would reflect the community around it, with some exhibits that 
are health-focused, some that focus water, and others about pirates 
to create a connection with ECU.

Sutton said the exhibit's staff at NCMNS has helped develop and 
research the exhibits, with a team of developers to research and write, 
graphic designers, and 3D modelers, and construction fabricators that 
create the exhibits. Sutton said this is the second branch museum the 
NCMNS has opened, the first was the Museum of Natural Sciences 
Whiteville, which opened in 2014. 

“You know, we’re going to open with these exhibits, but this is not 
the final product, the museum, we like to think of, as a living museum, 
so things change over time,” Sutton said. “And one of the pieces we’re 
moving is the photography exhibit, which will be part of a rotating 
gallery, and so within that space in the museum we’re going  to be 
constantly changing out those exhibits.”  

Allison Danell, dean of the Thomas Harriot College of Arts and 
Sciences and a member of the Board of Directors for A Time for Sci-
ence, said she supports the partnership between NCMNS and A Time 
for Science.

Dannell said she, as a parent, is excited to 
have a museum of natural sciences in Greenville, 
as in the past she had to take her child to Raleigh, 
North Carolina. Danell said that the wide variety 
of exhibits at the museum will offer new ways for 
ECU’s science departments to affect and educate 
the community. She said ECU departments and 
groups like the Water Resources Center, along 
with the departments of engineering, geological 

sciences, biology, chemist and others will attend the grand opening on 
Sept. 18.

“The museum will offer more opportunities for our faculty and 
students at ECU to interact with the community and share their insights 
into so many issues important to citizens of Eastern NC,” Danell said 
in an email statement. “Like access to clean water, the importance of 
biodiversity, and the development of innovative technology.”
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PeeDee Trivia Night
to test ECU’s knowledge

Today, the East Carolina 
University Alumni Association 
will host “Where is PeeDee 
Trivia Night” from 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. via a virtual format. As 
the topic of the trivia night is 
“Where On Campus is PeeDee,” 
the ECU community will find 
ECU’s mascot on campus 
along with answering questions 
centered around movies and 
television. The unviersity can 
register for this event on the 
ECU Events Calendar website 
for $5. The trivia night is 
capped at 25 people. 

Postdocs Monthly Meeting
to be held for university

Friday, the East Carolina 
University departments of 
Research as well as Economic 
Development and Engagement 
alongside the Office of 
Postdoctoral (Postdoc) Affairs 
will host the “ECU Postdocs 
Monthly Meeting” at noon via 
Microsoft Teams. Throughout 
the meeting, participants 
wi l l  get  the chance to 
hear and discuss Postdoc 
Association Council updates 
and relevant Postdocs topics. 
Those who engage will also 
have a chance to connect 
with other participants and 
share suggestions or ideas for 
Postdocs events. Individuals 
can register for this event 
through the ECU Events 
Calendar website.

high hopes and feel positive about the fall semester,” Whaley said. “It's 
been a challenging recruitment cycle especially since we were almost 
100% virtual for over a year, so that was new for us (ECU), but I'm 
really pleased with where we are going into fall. I’m very optimistic.”

Although some ECU students were on campus in-person over 
the summer of 2021, Whaley said most students will have a more 
on-campus experience in the fall semester. She said the ECU com-
munity will continue to follow all COVID-19 regulations issued by 

the state of North Carolina as well as the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

The summer sessions were carefully moni-
tored by the ECU administration, Whaley said. 
She said the university will continue to ensure all 
students, faculty and staff remain safe, healthy and 
continue to meet high academic standards for the 
upcoming 2021-2022 academic year. 

“I’m just excited to see the community back 
together and welcoming our new students,” Whaley said. “I think 
things are going to be as good as can be expected under the unusual 
circumstances that we've had over the past year.”

Brian Wolstenholme, junior business marketing major, said he 
has taken the Experimental Leadership: Teams in Action 11-week 
course throughout both summer sessions of 2021. He said he enjoyed 
the class, as leadership is an important skill to know and understand 
fully in order to go into the business and marketing professional field.

Wolstenholme said summer courses at ECU are beneficial for 
students as they are able to obtain extra credits 
for their degree in a short time frame. He said 
will be able to graduate from ECU earlier than 
four years because of the summer classes he has 
decided to take.

“I think students at ECU will really ben-
efit from taking summer classes. Taking 
these summer classes eases some of the stress 
throughout the actual school year,” Wolsten-
holme said. “I mean, I might get to graduate early, so that’s always 
a plus.”

Some students might not want to take summer courses at ECU 
since they are enrolled in classes throughout the spring and the fall 
semesters, Wolstenholme said. Summer is when students are able to 
get a break from school, he said, but despite no break and the stress, 
taking classes in the summer at the university helps in the long run.

Wolstenholme said he has benefited from taking his summer 
11-week leadership course as he has learned a lot more information 
about leadership in the business and marketing industry. Leadership 
is key when trying to market industries and businesses in the career 
field, according to Wolstenholme. Other majors, he said, will also 
benefit from summer ECU academic courses.

“Summer classes in general may be stressful, but, you know, all 
the information you will learn is so beneficial. There’s less students in 
the classes, more interactions with the professors and other teaching 
instructors, so overall, taking classes in the summer is helpful,” Wol-
stenholme said. “I’ve benefited so much and learned so much, and I 
know other students have also.”

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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One of the hidden 
gems of Greenville, 
North Carolina, is its 
Tar River Greenway: 
a stretch of walkway 
parallel to the Tar 
River. If you have 
never seen it, you’re 
missing out. Along 
the trail are shady 

pavilions, river lookouts, historical 
landmarks and even a dog park. In the 
morning, it is especially beautiful to 
watch the sunlight sink throughout the 
trees and reflect off the river. And good 
news, it is due for an expansion.

 The current South Tar River Greenway 
begins at the Town Common and snakes 
east through neighborhoods set on the 
Tar River, eventually linking with Green 
Mill-Run Greenway – both trails provid-
ing an alternative to driving through foot 
traffic and biking. Further construction 
for the South Tar Greenway began in May 
2021 with Phase 3, a pathway extension 
pushing west along the riverfront, from 
North Green Street to Moye Boulevard.

 I think that expansion to our Green-
ways is a great opportunity for Greenville. 
Walkable cities allow for residents to get 
out and experience the place they live. 
I personally enjoy taking the walk from 
Jarvis Street to the Town Common. The 
sidewalks of the Grid, intertwined with 
the Greenway, encourage residents to 
walk downtown and to become involved 
in their community. Instead of getting in a 
car and driving somewhere, it feels relax-
ing to take a stroll to a local restaurant 
and chow down. A city really comes alive 

when you see people on the streets.
There are some negative side effects 

that could come with the new addition 
of the Greenway. An increase in path-
ways means an increase in maintenance, 
meaning the job for the organizations who 
clean and take care of our Greenway, would 
become more difficult. Like any trail, it 
is important to throw away your trash in 
the proper receptacles and remember to 
respect the wildlife around you. 

Another thing to remember when 
you walk the trail is safety. It is better to 
walk with a friend or in a group, as well as 
keeping to the trails when the sun is out. 
Every time that I have walked the trail, 
it has been in the morning with plenty 
of foot traffic. I felt safe and secure and 
had no issues whatsoever. However, it 
is important to always be aware of your 
surroundings. One of my biggest recom-

mendations is to bring bug spray. It can be 
terrifying in the summer being chased by 
a swarm of horseflies. 

What this expansion means for us 
is greater access to the riverfront and a 
larger reach of what is walkable in Green-
ville. The luxury of being able to experi-
ence nature isn’t something that you can 
find living in downtown Raleigh, North 
Carolina. The Tar River is an amenity that 
a good portion of Greenville gets to enjoy. 
Eastern North Carolina has a charm to it 
that you can only appreciate if you seek 
out its scenery. I think that this expansion 
to the Tar River Greenway gives people 
just that: an outlook to enjoy Greenville.

Most people have 
heard of the term digital 
footprint at least once 
in their life. If you are 
unaware of a digital 
footprint, it is a phrase 
that refers to the tracing 
of your digital activities 
over the internet or 
digital devices. A digital 

footprint is a critical topic that is often 
spoken to mostly young people considering 
they’re the age group that spends the most 
time on the internet. But that does not mean 
digital footprint doesn’t affect the people of 
the older generation.

A person’s digital footprint is capable 
of being both active and passive. An active 
digital footprint includes social media 
posts, emails or other internet content with 
your name attached to it. A passive digital 
footprint is information that is uninten-
tionally left behind such as websites that 
install cookies to your device and use your 
location or your activity on your social 
media accounts. 

We are often told that we should be care-
ful with what is said on the internet, and that 
statement is very much true. Especially with 
the rise of cancel culture, many people’s, 
especially celebrity figures, controversial past 
over the internet is resurfacing which causes 
them to face many consequences by not only 
society, but also in their career.

With regular civilians, what we post over 

the internet can make or break possible con-
nections with future employers if they were 
to see the problematic content that one has 
posted. Let us be honest, would you want 
to hire someone who publicly states racist 
or homophobic remarks over the internet? 
How about hiring someone who is publical-
ly vocal about their hatred toward their job 
and their coworkers? Both of which are not 
something you would want reflecting your 
place of employment.

One way to figure out your current 
digital footprint is just a basic Google search 
of your first and last name. In regards to 
my digital footprint, if you were to search 
my name, you may see my Instagram page 
(which is private), my Facebook page and 
a muckrack page where all of the articles 
I have written for The East Carolinian are 
shown. However, no images of me can be 
found since the majority of my social media 
accounts are very private. 

Even if I were to be public with my social 
media, I am extremely conscious when it 
comes to the content I post. Although I 
don’t usually post on my socials, I do share 
memes occasionally because I always enjoy 

a good laugh and I know other people do 
too. However, one thing you will never 
catch me doing is talking about my place of 
employment unless it’s to promote content 
or sharing good news I have achieved within 
my workplace.

Although your social media profiles may 
be private to your full capability, there are 
always possible loopholes in your content 
being discovered by other people with the 
usage of screenshots or screen recordings. 
It is not illegal to screenshot social me-
dia conetent, however, how you use the 
screenshot could be illegal due to copyright 
depending if the content is licensed or not. 

Bottom line is, we all have to be careful 
with what we post on the internet. It is not 
worth getting in trouble because you choose 
to post content that should not have been 
posted in the first place. There are much bet-
ter mechanisms if you want to release your 
frustrations on something, and the internet 
should not be one of them. 
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BOT offers 
insight for 
ECU students

East Carolina University’s Board 
of Trustees (BOT) returned to its 
in-person meetings on July 22 
after a transition to virtual sessions 
for a year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. In addition to its return 
to in-person meetings, the BOT 
appointed new members to its board 
and within ECU administration. 

The BOT reports to the 
University of North Carolina System 
Board of Governors on matters 
which pertain to ECU. The board 
also works alongside Chancellor 
Philip Rogers in an effort to help 
assist him in the management of 
the institution. The meetings held 
by BOT are open to the public 
unless denoted as a closed session. 
Throughout the duration of the 
board’s virtual sessions, patrons 
could join in via live stream to view 
the meetings and its agendas. 

We, the editorial staff of The East 
Carolinian, believe the return to 
in-person BOT meetings will benefit 
the ECU community, specifically 
ECU students as the board plays 
a role in the decisions made for 
students and the university. 

ECU students can benefit from 
the opportunity to attend BOT 
meetings in-person, as they can 
better understand who serves them, 
put faces to names and feel present 
of ongoing affairs by the board for 
ECU.  Students cannot comment or 
voice their opinions during the BOT 
meetings, however they are able to 
voice any concerns they may have 
about BOT agenda items to ECU 
administration. 

Student Government Association 
President Chandler Ward will take 
part in BOT meetings and has been 
vocal during his tenure that the 
ECU’s student body is accurately 
represented at every meeting. 
Although Ward will represent the 
student body, students should still 
take the time to attend the meetings 
to get first hand experience of what 
is being discussed about the campus 
they reside in.  

Local outdoors offers charm
Community members should appreciate Tar River Greenway
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With regular civilians, what we post over 
the internet can make or break possible connections 

with future employers if they were to see the 
problematic content that one has posted. 

-Giana Williams

„
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The Tar River Greenway begins at the Town Common and goes through nearby neighborhoods in the area.
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37 “__ of the Planet of the Apes”; 
2011 movie

38 “Avengers: Age of __”; Robert 
Downey Jr. film

40 “__ Is Enough”
41 Pompeo or Burstyn
42 Prolonged pain
43 Playfully shy
44 “Sesame Street” fans

DOWN

1 Sophia Loren’s birthplace
2 Actor on “Chicago Med”
3 Finishes
4 Cobb & Burrell
5 Julia Child & Rachael Ray
6 Actress Turner
7 AP rival

10 “The __”; popular game show
11 Alpine goatherd’s song
12 Panhandle
13 Adams or Johnson
15 “My Three __”; Fred MacMurray 

series
17 Find a sum
19 Seymour or Pauley
20 Broadcasts
22 Lamb bearers
23 __ Network; “Cupcakes Wars” 

channel
25 Columbo’s first name
26 Actress Charlotte __
27 Follow as a result
30 Wry literary style
31 “The Situation Room” network
33 Blaze residue
34 “How I __ Your Mother”
36 Nabisco snack
37 Puerto __
39 “Sister Wives” network
40 “Please Don’t __ the Daisies”

ACROSS 

1 Actor on “Law & Order: SVU”
5 Film actor Gulager
8 Randall or Danza
9 “__ Days”

12 Loses hair
13 Actor Robert __
14 Whitney & Wallach
15 Piece of furniture
16 Actress/director Lupino
18 OB-__; women’s doctor
19 Stewart & Cryer
20 __ a test; passed easily
21 Martin or Cain
23 Actress Sally
24 Possesses
25 Zach’s wife on “Little People, Big 

World”
26 Actress Zellweger
28 Role on “Bonanza”
29 Jillian & Curry
30 Like eclairs
32 Los Angeles athlete
35 Suffix for Nepal or Japan
36 “Deal __ Deal”
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Complete the grid so 
each row, column 

and 3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) 

contains every digit, 
1 to 9. For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, please visit  

sudoku.org.uk
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Aries (March 
21-April 19) — 
Today is an 8 — 
The next three 

weeks, with Mercury in Leo, 
favor creativity, romance and 
fun. Express your heart. Discuss 
passions, hobbies and games 
with beloved people.

Taurus (April 
20-May 20) — 
Today is a 7 — 
Strengthen home 

communications. The next 
three weeks, with Mercury in 
Leo, are especially good for 
family meetings and discus-
sions. Enjoy creative domestic 
projects.

Gemini (May 
21-June 20) — 
Today is an 8 — 
Networking bene-

fits your career. With Mercury 
in Leo, it’s easier to learn, express 
and share your message. Com-
munications channels are wide 
open. Reconnect.

Cancer (June 
21-Ju ly  22)  — 
Today is a 9 — 
Expand territory. 

Over three weeks, with Mercury 
in  Leo, communications can get 
profitable. Negotiations come 
naturally. Wheel and deal. Craft 
win-win scenarios that increase 
sales.

L e o  ( J u l y 
23-Aug. 22) — 
Today is a 9 — 
You’re especially 

clever and confident over three 
weeks, with Mercury in your 
sign. Follow your own drum-
beat. Articulate, develop and 
share creative personal projects.

Virgo (Aug. 
23-Sept. 22) — 
Today is a 6 — 
Share with your 

partner. Complete or abandon 
old projects, with Mercury in 
Leo. Clean messes. Fill a diary 
with dreams and visions. Artic-
ulate plans.

Libra (Sept. 
23-Oct. 22) — 
Today is an 8 
— Nurture your 

health and work. Communi-
cation deepens teamwork, with 
Mercury in Leo. Invent new 
possibilities with friends and 
allies. Connect and collaborate 
for common gain.

Scorpio (Oct. 
23-Nov. 21) — 
Today is a 9 — 
Brainstorm lucra-

tive projects and ventures with 
professional mentors. A rise in 
status is possible through com-
munication over three weeks, 
with Mercury in Leo.

S a g i t t a r iu s 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
— Today is an 8 
— Expand your 

investigation. Educational 
opportunities arise over three 
weeks, with Mercury in Leo. 
Travel beckons, but take care. 
Long-distance communication 
opens new doors.

C a p r i c o r n 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
— Today is an 
8 — Tally shared 

resources. Profitable collabora-
tions arise in conversation, with 
Mercury in Leo. Grow financial 
strength for a common venture. 
Make a persuasive case.

A q u a r i u s 
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
— Today is a 9 — 
Partnership is key. 

It’s easier to communicate and 
delegate, with Mercury in Leo 
for three weeks. Learn from 
experts. Generate new possibil-
ities together.

Pisces (Feb. 
19-March 20) — 
Today is a 9 — 
You’re coming into 

your own. With Mercury in 
Leo, you’re especially clever and 
creative around work, health 
and fitness. Research and learn 
new tricks.



East Carolina University volleyball team 
experienced a different 2021-22 schedule 
due to COVID-19, but still finished the 
season with an academic award for main-
taining high grade-point averages (GPA). 

The team ended its season with a col-
lective team GPA of 3.52. With this GPA, 
the team earned the United States Marine 
Corps/American Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation Team Academic Award, which was 
announced on July 19. This seasons’ GPA 
marked the highest team GPA in the vol-
leyball program's history at ECU.

In the 2020-21 season, the Pirates had a 
limited schedule of 12 games compared to 
the normal 30 plus. Their season began Feb. 
5 against the North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical State University where ECU 
won 3-1. The final game of the season was 
against A&T on March 26 where the Pirates 
came out with a 2-3 loss. After all 12 games, 
the final season record 
was 4-8. 

“We played like 12 
matches which is what 
you would normally 
play in just a presea-
son,” head coach Adler 
Augustin said. “It was 
really tough to gauge 
the strength of the team because once we 
started figuring out the type of players we 
had and what we needed to do, the season 
was pretty much over.”

The program has only achieved this 
award one other time in 2012. The USMC/
AVCA Award began in 1992 for teams that 
kept up a year-long GPA of 3.30 on a 4.0 
scale. If the school operates on a 5.0 scale 
the team must achieve a 4.10. 

Out of the players from the 2020-21 
team, nine of them achieved a GPA of 3.50 
or higher and 11 had 3.0 or better. With 

those ranks, 11 players total earned a spot 
on the American Athletic Conference Aca-
demic Team. 

“Last season was challenging for us, 
much like every other team in the country. 
I thought the players did a really good job 
of staying healthy and COVID-19 free,” 
Augustin said. “I’m super, super proud of 
the players because they put in the work in 
the classroom.”

Augustin said he hopes to maintain the 
academic scores throughout the next season 
to be able to receive this award again. The 
2021-22 season's schedule is set and should 
be released within the next week, according 
to Augustin. The team is set to play Liberty 
University in Virginia as its first official 
match to kick off the season however the 
date has yet to be released. 

Not only will this upcoming season be 
some players’ first normal season, but this 
will also be Augustin’s as well since he began 
at the head coach position in 2020. The team 
has also added 11 new players to the roster 
this offseason. Junior transfer student Kianie 
Cummings from Florida Southwestern State 
is one athlete that will join this season. 

“It really seems like this year is gonna be 
the real full season and we have a lot of new 
players,” Augustin said. “There will be a lot 
of new faces on the sideline and on the court 
and it should be interesting to see how some 
of the veterans play with the newcomers and 
how that turns out.”

The other ten additions to the team 
are all freshmen. Defensive specialists Tia 
Shum, Anaiah Jones and Alex Singleton. Set-
ters Payton Evenstad and Kenzie Beckham. 
Middle blockers, Kianie Cummings, Amelia 
Davis and Aaliyah Griffin. Outside hitters, 
Izzy Marinelli and Merritt Woodson. Sophia 
Kruczko will also join as a right-side player. 

East Carolina University Pirates basket-
ball team will have a new look this season 
with the addition of six commitments as 
the rebuilding process begins to take place. 

The six commitments include senior 
power forward Alanzo Frink who last played 
for the University of South Carolina, senior 
forward Vance Jackson who last played for 
the University of Arkansas Razorback and 
senior shooting guard Wynston Tabbs who 
played for the Boston College Eagles. Prep 
school signees include freshman forward 
Marlon Lestin from Halton Prep, freshman 
power forward Jaquan Scott from TLAP 
Sports Academy and freshman guard Javon 
Small, who are both from Chandler Prepa-
ratory Academy. 

In a press release on 
July 14, head coach Joe 
Dooley said that these 
new additions will help 
make the team more 
athletic overall. 

"With this group 
we've gotten longer, 
more athletic and have multiple guys that 
can shoot the ball," Dooley said. "I think 
we'll be able to score in different ways which 
makes it more fun for everybody.

Frink, a 6-foot-8-inch, 265 pounds 

forward, played for the South Carolina 
Gamecocks for the past three seasons. He 
played in 57 games with the Gamecocks 
and averaged 4.1 points, 2.9 rebounds and 
played 12.2 minutes per game. As a sopho-
more in 2019-20, Frink played in 30 games 
with 12 starts on the year, averaged 5.3 
points for the season, 3.7 rebounds and 0.7 
blocks in 14.3 minutes per game.

 Jackson, a forward who stands at 6 feet 
and 9 inches and 230 pounds, has recorded 
1,000 points and had over 500 rebounds 
throughout his collegiate career at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, University of New 
Mexico and the University of Arkansas. As 
a freshman at UConn, Jackson was named 
to the American All-Freshman Team, lead-
ing the American Athletic Conference in 
3-point percentage during conference play. 

The forward transferred to New Mexico 
in 2019 the following season and spent two 
years with Lobos, averaging 12.2 points per 
game and shot 33.6% (107-for-318) outside 
the 3-point arc. Jackson owns a career scor-
ing average of 9.2 points per game and has 
made 35.4% of his career 3-point attempts.

Tabbs is a shooting guard who is 6 feet 
2 inches and 195 pounds. He spent the 
previous three seasons at Boston College 
but only played in 27 games due to injuries 
and COVID-19 protocols. He averaged 
13.9 points as a freshman before an injury 

cost him the final 14 games of the 2018-19 
season along with the 2019-20 campaign. 

Tabbs returned for 
the 2020-21 season and 
averaged 13.3 points 
in 12 games played, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a 
24-point performance 
against Minnesota and 
a 23-point outburst 
versus St. John's. He 
shot nearly 40% (.394, 27-for-68) from 
3-point range during the season.

Lestin, is a 6-foot-9-inches, 200 pounds 
forward, began his prep career as a tenth 
grader at Trinity Prep International in 
Las Vegas before attending Redemption 
Christian Academy in Troy, New York. He 
played at Halton Prep in Oakville, Ontario 
this past season.

Scott is a 6 foot 8 inches, 200 pounds 
forward and played at TLAP Sports Acad-
emy in 2020-21 after spending the previous 
two seasons at Universal Academy in Irving, 
Texas. Scott also spent a year at Mansfield 
Timberview High School in his hometown 
of Arlington, Texas.

Small is a 6 foot 2 inch,185 pounds 
guard who can play either the point or 
shooting guard position. He attended 
Compass Prep this past season and aver-
aged 10.4 points, 2.6 rebounds, 3.4 assists 

and 1.7 steals per game and helped lead 
the Dragons to a 30-2 record. Small played 
for Franklin Central High School in his 
hometown of Indianapolis, Indiana, before 
enrolling at Compass Prep. He was first-
team all-conference selection as a junior at 
Franklin Central.

The addition of these six new players 
will offset the loss of six Pirates to the 
transfer portal in 2021. 

One of the players in the transfer portal 
is former Pirate and junior forward Jayden 
Gardner who is now with the University 
of Virginia Cavaliers. Gardner proved to 
be the biggest factor for ECU’s team as he 
averaged 18.3 points a game in the 2020-21 
season with the Pirates. Gardner also went 
47.5% shooting from the field with 8.3 
rebounds a game and 1.3 assists a game, 
according to ECUPirates.com. He recorded 
these statistics while playing 438 less min-
utes than he did last season.

In November 2020, Gardner was named 
to the Erving Award watch list. The award 
is given to the best collegiate small forward 
in the nation. Despite being on the watch 
list, Gardner did not finish in the final five 
nominees for the award.  
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ECU basketball receives additions for 2021 
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East Carolina University head coach Joe Dooley coaches his team from the sideline as it faces off agaisnt the University of Central Florida on March 4. The Pirates lost this game with a final score of 60-64.

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Stephen Babich
TEC STAFF

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Wynston Tabs

Adler Augustin

Volleyball earns award
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ECU volleyball head coach Adler Augustin signals his team as he coaches them from the sideline.




