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East Carolina University’s football 
team will travel to Raleigh to face North 
Carolina State University following 
December’s loss at Carter-Finley sta-
dium. Just days after head coach Scottie 
Montgomery was let go, the Pirates were 
defeated by the Wolfpack by a score of 
58-3.

A field goal as time expired repre-
sented the only points for the Pirates and 
kept them from being shut-out for the 
first time since 1997. It did not, however, 
erase the fact that the Pirates’ defense 
allowed 655 yards of total offense, the 
fourth most in program history, nor the 
disappointment throughout the roster.

“I hope that they never forget what 
that feels like because that could be a 
motivating factor,” first-year head coach 
Mike Houston said. “They’ve got to 
forget how they played, they’ve got to 
forget the identity of that team in the 
past and embrace who we are and what 
we’re trying to become.”

Under a new head coach in Hous-
ton and a revamped coaching staff that 
includes new offensive and defensive 
coordinators, the Pirates will attempt 
to do just that. Houston’s message since 
the beginning of camp has been centered 
around getting back to the basics of tack-
ling, blocking and running and passing 
the football, a notion that also includes 
more physicality.

ECU’s first test 
in the Mike Hous-
ton-era will come 
against a Wolfpack 
program that won 
n i n e  g am e s  i n 
2018 and earned 
an appearance in 
the TaxSlayer Gator 

Bowl. While their defense will be return-
ing experienced names like redshirt 
senior strong safety Jarius Morehead and 
senior cornerback Nick McCloud, they 
are very young on offense.

Redshirt sophomore Matt McKay 
is slated to start at quarterback while 

sophomore Ricky Person, Jr. earned the 
starting role at running back. Neither 
of those players have ever started at 
the college level, a statement that holds 
true for NC State’s left tackle and center 
positions.

Nevertheless, Houston and the 
Pirates know exactly how McKay can 
impact a game and that has been a source 
of focus this week. 

“We’ve watched film of him from last 
year. The things that stand out to me are 
(that) he is a legitimate dual-threat guy,” 
Houston said. “He runs well...he has a 
very quick release, a compact throwing 
motion and throws with good accuracy.”

Defensively, one of the biggest points 
of emphasis in the Pirates’ preparation 
from NC State has revolved around 
keeping McKay in the pocket.

“Really what we’re looking at is a 
more mobile kind of guy. We know 
that he’s a pretty consistent passer (and) 
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ECU defenders attempt to bring down a Wolfpack ball-carrier after he secured a pass during a contest between the two programs.

Pirates to face Pack
ECU will battle rival NC State on Saturday
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Rental fee for
rally put into 
athletics fund

The payment East Carolina University received from 
President Donald Trump’s July campaign rally in Minges 
Coliseum was put toward university athletics to offset the 
cost of renting out the facility.

ECU received $13,500 from Trump’s campaign as pay-
ment to rent out Minges Coliseum on July 17, according to 
ECU Interim Chancellor Dan Gerlach. 

“It (the money) went to athletics because athletics runs 
that facility, so if it would have been the Campus Recreation 
facility it would have gone to Student Affairs or something 
like that,” Gerlach said. “It’s not to make money off of it, it’s 
just for the cost of (renting out the facility).” 

Gerlach said ECU was paid by 
the campaign within one to two days 
before the rally was held. He said 
the money was put toward athletics 
because the university was “trying to” 
make money for ECU Athletics, but 
rather given to the “entity who main-
tains the facility.” 

Gerlach said the money from 
Trump’s campaign will be used for “facilities cost.” 

“It depends on which department is maintaining the 
facility, is my understanding,” Gerlach said. “It’s not a ‘oh 
this is how we can raise money for athletics’ or something 
like that. This is just mainly to offset the cost of the use of 
the facility.”

The Trump campaign reached out to ECU in early July, 
the same month of the rally, to rent out Minges Coliseum, 
Gerlach said. After consulting legal counsel, the policies 
for political visits to ECU’s campus were discussed, he said. 

“What I asked of our legal counsel, and of other univer-
sity officials, (was) ‘What are our policies?’” Gerlach said. 
“We have ECU Use of Facilities procedures, we have the 
UNC System Free Speech procedures, and so forth, and we 
looked to precedent.”

Gerlach said the rally was not an official state visit from 
President Trump, but his campaign. He said ECU acted as 
a rental facility for the campaign and followed established 
policies. 

In the first Cupola Conversations of the fall semester, 
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LGBTQ fall 
social to offer 
opportunities 

Local artist shares self love 
CONTRIBUTED BY MARCUS J. BOOTH 

Artist and executive director of the Greenville Theater Arts Center performs at The Magnolia Arts Center for their Seven Eleven event.

Musical artist, TRIUMPH, will host 
her birthday concert and perform her 
latest album, “Girl Next Door,” Saturday 
at 8 p.m. at the Greenville Theater Arts 
Center.  

Terri Campbell-Payton, also known 
by her stage name, TRIUMPH, is the 
executive director for the non-profit 
organization, Greenville Theater Arts 
Center (GTAC). GTAC was established 
to “educate, elevate and expand the souls 
of aspiring artists and creative individu-
als,” according to GTAC website.

Campbell-Payton said she has always 
had an interest in music while watching 

her dad work in the entertainment 
business during her childhood and that 
it had become a significant influence 
in her life.

“He (dad) taught me a lot,” Camp-
bell-Payton said. “But it was also just 
being around and seeing a lot and just 
going through the experiences, espe-
cially young, taught me a lot.”

Campbell-Payton created the Girl 
Next Door Concert Experience as a way 
to celebrate her birthday with her loyal 
supporters and perform her original 
songs off the album. 

“Girl Next Door” tells a story of a girl 
going through a phase of learning how 
to love herself, all while a guy is urging 

to fall in love with her. To do so, he has 
to fall in love with the girl on both the 
outside and inside, according to Camp-
bell-Payton.

“He has to fall in love with me and 
all my colors because that’s what I love,” 
Campbell-Payton said. “If you can’t love 
me for that then there’s no reason for you 
to be here.”

Campbell-Payton said she does not 
like to use genres on her music and 
describes it as a mash-up of jazz, classi-
cal, hip-hop and R&B. 

Caleb Kelly, the owner of Media 
Majorz and music associate of Camp-

Giana Williams
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The Dr. Jesse R. Peel LGBTQ Center will hold a fall 
welcome social today at 5:30 p.m. for all students, faculty 
or staff who are interested in coming to welcome students 
to the center and inform people about opportunities, events 

and volunteer positions.
Mark Rasdorf, senior associate 

director for the Dr. Jesse R. Peel LGBTQ 
Center, said the first welcome social 
was held in 2014, and the goal of the 
event remains the same, despite moving 
the center from Brewster Building to 
the Main Campus Student Center in 

January. 
“My take on things when I first got here was we needed 

to be doing a better job of letting people know that we 
existed, what we do and how to get involved,” Rasdorf said. 
“It (the social) is an opportunity for the LGBTQ Center 
to welcome students to campus, share more information 
about who we are and what we do.” 

Rasdorf said the center is working to create a safe 
and inclusive environment for all students in general, as 

Margaret McCollum
TEC STAFF
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“Preparing for 2020: Political Visits to Green-
ville,” Gerlach sat as a panelist as the Trump 
rally was discussed by students, faculty, staff 
and attending community members. During 
the event, Gerlach said ECU would have 
faced a lawsuit if it had said no to allowing 
the campaign rally to take place. 

“In my mind, it wasn’t a decision about 
it so much as ‘What is the policy that is rel-
evant?’ and ‘What do we have to do to be in 
compliance with the policy?’” Gerlach said. 

Gerlach said the rally was not ECU invit-
ing the Trump campaign to campus. He said 
the event involved people asking for use of the 
facility, which holds thousands of people and 
then paying a fee for the usage. 

The Trump campaign reached out to 
ECU for the rental of Minges Coliseum, 

Gerlach said. 
“We don’t endorse any candidates because 

we’re (ECU) a public entity, and we should not 
endorse them or any particular statements 
that were made,” Gerlach said. “The com-

ments that I’ve heard the most about are the 
idea of sending people back and all that. We 
(ECU) had no, I don’t think the President, I 
don’t know if anybody had planned that, but 
certainly, we didn’t know about that.” 

ECU News Services Interim Chief Com-
munications Officer Director Jeaninne 
Hutson said in an emailed statement to The 
East Carolinian that a representative of the 
Trump campaign contacted the Chancellor’s 
Office inquiring about how to rent Minges 
Coliseum.

The Trump campaign representative 
asked how to rent out the facility if it was 
available on the desired day and how to start 
the process. Hutson said the representative 
was directed to ECU Athletics. 

“Many outside groups interested in 
renting Minges for an event contact athletics 
directly,” Hutson said.

Hutson said the Trump Campaign paid 
$13,500 for the rental fee of Minges Coliseum, 
and she said the funds from the rental fee went 
to the ECU Athletics general fund. 
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If you feel there are any factual  
errors in this newspaper, 

please contact Jenna Price at
editor@theeastcarolinian.com. 

BRIEFS

CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS

CRW hosts Theraputic
Thursday with aromatherapy

Campus Recreation and Well-
ness will be hosting an event in 
front of the Wellness Center on 
the Health Sciences Campus 
today from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
where students can make Aro-
matherapy Rollerballs. The event 
will additionally be held on ECU’s 
main campus at the Sonic Plaza 
of Joyner Library today from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sonic Plaza at Joyner 
Library to serve broccoli 

Campus Recreation and Well-
ness will provide students with 
free broccoli tomorrow from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Sonic Plaza at 
Joyner library while supplies last. 

COB affiliates clean
Jarvis Street today

ECU’s College of Business 
faculty, staff, students and alumni 
will be cleaning Jarvis Street today 
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

SAB will hold Stuff 
a Plush in the MCSC

SAB will be hosting Stuff a 
Plush tomorrow from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. in room 125 of the Main 
Campus Student Center. The 
event will give students the oppor-
tunity to build a bear. 

Late night climb scheduled 
in Rec Center

Tonight there will be a late 
night climb from 9 to 11 p.m. at 
the Adventure Climbing Wall in 
the main campus Rec Center. 

Providing comprehensive obstetric and gynecologic 
services to women throughout eastern North Carolina. 

William Brown, MD, FACOG; Amy Blumenthal, MD, FACOG; Esther Smith, MD, FACOG; 
Paige Fisher, MD, FACOG; Marie Rowe, MD, FACOG; David Ryan, MD, FACOG

greenvillewc.com  |  252.757.3131

2251 Stantonsburg Rd.

Greenville, NC 27834

/greenvillewomenscare        

The East Carolina University Police Depart-
ment (ECU PD) plans to utilize a crime reduc-
tion unit to limit crimes and increase safety 
efforts for students and residents around the 
university area in Greenville.

Jason Sugg, deputy chief of police for ECU 
PD, said the premise of the operation is not 
new, however ECU PD has recently turned this 
unit into a long-term assignment for specific 
officers. He said the unit requires a longer com-
mitment, rather than short-term attention, and 
the officers will focus on predominant issues on 
ECU’s campus. 

Sugg said, hypothetically, the unit would be 
assigned to a string of car break-ins reported 
around ECU’s campus or if safety concerns 
were to arise about cars speeding and crosswalks 
becoming a hazard, the unit could address those 
issues by forming a traffic detail. 

“Whatever comes up where we need a focus 
group to really jump in on it and give it all their 
attention, we take this group of officers and 
put them on it,” Sugg said. “That’s the premise 
behind doing this.”

Sugg said, in general, the crime reduction 
unit will be an 18-month long assignment with 
four officers designated to the unit. He said the 
unit will be able to perform tasks more specifi-
cally than normal officers by collecting research 
and investigating specific suspects associated 
with crimes if needed.

The officers assigned will act as a focus 
group, according to Sugg. He said the unit 
will be tasked with keeping crime activity low 
around campus and addressing issues with more 
precision than usual. 

“It’s a focus group of 
officers that we can put 
on an issue, crime or safe-
ty-related most likely, and 
they can focus on it and 
try to deal with it and alle-
viate it or regulate it or 
whatever they need to do 
to get things back within 
an acceptable range of activity for that area,” 
Sugg said. 

Sugg said officers from the crime reduction 
unit were involved in an armed robbery incident 
that took place on Aug. 17 on ECU’s campus. 

He said once ECU PD was made aware of the 
situation, officers from the unit immediately 
addressed the issue and apprehended the sus-
pects involved within about three to four hours 
of the report.

According to an on-campus crime notifica-
tion issued by ECU’s Alert service, the armed 
robbery occurred at around 3 a.m. on Aug. 17 
on College Hill Drive. The email said a hand-
gun was present, but no one was harmed in 
the incident. 

Sugg said although it is very unfortunate 
that the incident happened on ECU’s campus, 
the robbery serves as a perfect example for the 
purpose of the crime reduction unit and its 
responsibilities. 

“These officers, we had some that were 
working, and as soon as we found out about it 
we put them on it and they did a good job with 
that,” Sugg said. “So that’s an example of how we 
would use those officers, certainly in a serious 
situation, a more urgent situation.”

The crime reduction unit is versatile, 
according to Sugg. He said the unit not only 
deals with immediate threats but also plans 
out issues that will need to be addressed in the 
future based on complaints received by ECU 
PD.

Sugg said another positive result of the 
crime reduction unit is officers who are on the 
team will gain valuable investigative techniques 
and unique experiences which will help them 

in the future once they leave the team. Sugg 
said this cycle will continue, producing talented 
officers for years to come. 

“When they come off the team and go back 
to a regular shift, so to speak, they’re going to 
take those skills back with them and then, of 
course, the people who are replacing them on 
the team, the idea would be that they’re going 
to go in and learn these things,” Sugg said. 
“They’re going to also increase their skills and 
knowledge and it’s going to be hopefully like a 
revolving door.”

Chris Sutton, the emer-
gency and event manage-
ment lieutenant for ECU 
PD, said he believes the 
crime reduction team will 
provide a dedicated team 
of officers.

“They will work to 
reduce traffic violations 

such as crosswalk problems and speed enforce-
ment,” Sutton said. “They will also utilize crime 
statistics to identify other needs that require 
immediate attention such as alcohol violations, 
narcotics enforcement and larceny prevention.”

Sutton said he also believed this unit was 
necessary in the armed robbery incident which 
took place on ECU’s campus and their dedica-
tion shows ECU PD’s commitment to safety.

ECU PD utilizes new unit
Four officers tasked to focus on reducing campus crime
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ECU PD squad car parked on campus near West End neighborhood residence halls White and Greene.

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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President Donald Trump as he stands at the podium during the July 17 campaign rally in Minges. 

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

well as through the welcome social. He said 
students are invited, but faculty and staff are 
also welcome. 

There will be guest speakers from student 
health, the counseling center and sister centers 
within Intercultural Affairs, according to Ras-
dorf. He said students who are new to campus 
or students who are just learning about the 
LGBTQ Center can come and socialize, which 
is the most important part of the event. 

“The most important thing is the social 
aspect,” Rasdorf said. “So students who just 
found out about the center and want to learn 
more about how to get involved or the pro-
grams and services that we offer can come and 
learn and also meet other people, particularly 
for students new to campus, whether they’re 
first-year students or transfer students.”

Rasdorf said the work of the center is 
inclusive of LGBTQ identifying people, as 
well as allies of the community. He said about 
30 to 40 percent of students who are actively 
involved in the center identify as allies who 
become involved to help change some of 
the discrimination faced by LGBTQ people, 
but the center is open to everyone who is 
interested. 

Rasdorf said he believes it is important for 
undergraduate students to receive some of the 
richest interactions outside of the classroom, 
where students can explore their interests and 
fulfill them. 

Rasdorf said any students who are not able 
to attend the welcome social can come out for 
a variety of other events held throughout the 
semester, including a “Coffee House” gather-

ing on Sep. 11 at 7 p.m., “National Coming 
Out Day” on Oct. 11 at 10 a.m. and a “Fall 
Drag Show” on Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. He said these 
are just a few of the events. There are many 
more opportunities throughout the year. 

According to Rasdorf, students who can 
attend the welcome social will receive a col-
orful pride flag at the end of the event, and 

dinner will be served to 
those who RSVP’d. 

Jessica Melowski, 
assistant director for the 
Dr. Jesse R. Peel LGBTQ 
Center, said the event is a 
kick-off for the semester 
and helps people to learn 

about the events held by 
the center for the rest of the year. 

“If students are a first-year from high 
school, and they didn’t have an LGBTQ center, 
now they can find a place where other people 
who identify the same way as them can be 
accepting,” Melowski said. 

Daniel Pope, a student at ECU and 
LGBTQ center volunteer, said he believes 
the welcome social is an important event 
for LGBTQ people and allies of the commu-
nity to experience. He said it is additionally 
important for people to see the volunteer 
opportunities and upcoming events offered 
by the center. 

“For me, the welcome social is important 
because it shows new students who haven’t 
been to the center or new students to ECU all 
together is that we do have a community here,” 
Pope said. “It’s not just for LGBTQ people, it’s 
also for the allies.”

LGBTQ continued from A1

Jessica Melowski

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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The Dr. Jesse R. Peel LGBTQ Center opened in January and is the workplace of the center’s staff. 

Jason Sugg

Chris Sutton

Margaret McCollum
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The East Carolinian
 Sports experts predict 

this weekend’s football game

Daniel Roberts  
NCSU 28-21. 
Why? NC State’s 
offense lacks 
experience. 
Their starting 

quarterback Matt McKay 
will start in his first college 
football game on Saturday. 
McKay will struggle offen-
sively but the Wolfpack’s 
defense will keep ECU at 
bay when they will welcome 
the Pirates to Carter-Finley.

NCSU 20-7. 
Why? While NC 
State won nine 
games last sea-
son, their offense 
is largely void of 

experience. Matt McKay will 
be making his first collegiate 
start on Saturday and could 
keep the Pirates in the game 
if he commits some turn-
overs. In the end though, the 
Wolfpack’s defense will be 
too strong for Holton Ahlers 
and ECU’s offense.

Daniel Shepard

@cubscrazy17

Sports Chief

NCSU wins 31-
14. Why? This 
game is going 
to be played at 
the Wolfpack’s 
home field which 

already gives them an advan-
tage. On top of that this will 
be ECU’s almost entirely new 
coaching staff’s first game for 
the Pirates. While this looks 
to be an up year, they simply 
don’t have the fire-power to 
deal with NC State.

Jess Sabin

@jess_sabin

Football Reporter

ECU 21-17 
Why? Although 
is seems overly 
optimistic of me, 
I do believe ECU 
has a chance to 

defeat NC State. State’s loss 
of experienced players at 
center, quarterback and other 
positions may have enough 
of an opportunity for ECU to 
capitalize on. With that in 
mind, if ECU gets a lead at 
half, can it hold onto the lead 
without giving up big yards 
defensively? We’ll see.

Brendan Gillespie

@gillguy14

Sports Editor

Volleyball set to begin
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Junior Shelby Martin and sophomore Natalie Tyson celebrate with their teammates after the Pirates scored a point during the 2018-2019 season.

The East Carolina University 
volleyball team has a long season 
ahead of them this fall as they 
will play a total of 31 matches, 
13 of which are at home.

 This Friday, the Pirates were 
slated to travel to Puerto Rico for 
their first tournament to start 
the season. Due to Hurricane 
Dorian, ECU will not travel to 
the tournament.

They were supposed to play 
over the course of two days 
taking on the University of 
Providence, George Mason 
University and the Univer-
sity of Evansville. Due to print 
deadlines on Wednesday,  the 
updated schedule was not yet 
released to the public. The East 
Carolinian will update online 
as soon as the information is 
released.

 Providence and ECU last 
played each other in 2017. The 
Friars took the Pirates in a clean 
sweep winning three matches to 
zero, making this a potentially 
tough game for the Pirates to 
start off their season. The next 
day of the tournament, ECU will 
take on George Mason.

Like the Friars, the Patriots’ 
last matchup with them was a 
clean sweep back in 2011. Evans-
ville will be the last game of the 
tournament and neither of these 
teams have ever faced each other 
in a match.

 Looking into the rest of the 
volleyball season, the Pirates 
will then travel to the University 
of North Florida for their next 
tournament on the first weekend 
of September. They will open 
up by playing the home team 

whom they also lost to 3-0 back 
in 2006. Mercer University will 
be their next match-up of the 
tournament following their 
game against UNF.

Mercer and ECU haven’t 
faced each other in recent years, 
which will be a new challenge 
for the Pirates to face. Wake 
Forest is their last opponent of 
the weekend. The Pirates lost to 
Wake Forest in both 2008 and 
2010 with an end result of 3-0 
in both matches.

 Their first non-tournament 

game is against North Carolina 
State University on Sept. 10. 
These two teams have faced 
each other four times from 2004 
to 2011. In 2011, in their most 
recent match-up with NCSU, 
ECU lost 3-0. The Pirates have 
lost three out of the four games 
they have recently played against 
the Wolfpack.

 The following weekend will 
be the Pirate Invitational, where 
they will be at home to take on 
George Washington, Norfolk 
State University and the Univer-
sity of South Carolina Upstate. 

These will be the Pirates’ 
first home games of the season. 
The last match against George 
Washington University was back 
in 2007 with ECU sweeping 
them three sets to zero. The next 
day will be there match against 
Norfolk State. ECU has seen 
Norfolk twice, once in 2009 and 
once in 2011.

ECU beat them in both of 
those matches 3-0. Their last 
game of the tourney against 
USC Upstate is a recent familiar 
opponent. The Pirates played 

them last year beating them 
three sets to zero.

 Following that, ECU will 
play again at home against North 
Carolina Central University and 
then away at Gardner-Webb 
University and Alabama A&M 
University. The Pirates played 
Central last year, beating them 
3-1 and have beaten them in 
all of their past matches as well, 
stretching back to 2008.

They also played GWU last 
year beating them 3-0 running 
their overall record against them 
to 3-1. Their loss to GWU was a 

close one, however, as it was 2-3 
in favor of Gardner-Webb in 
2017. Alabama A&M is a new 
opponent for the Pirates, and 
they will face them in Boiling 
Springs, North Carolina.

 Moving into the next week, 
they will move back home to 
take on Campbell University. 
These two teams last played each 
other in 2016 and it was a tight 
match, but the Pirates were able 
to pull through 3-2. ECU will 
then start their conference play 
in the same week, starting with 
the University of Cincinnati. 
The Bearcats have an 8-3 record 
against ECU, defeating them in 
their previous match-up last year 
by a score of 3-0.

 The Pirates will then be 
away again against conference 
opponent the University of 
Tulsa. ECU has 19 losses against 
Tulsa and only two wins. Their 
last match in 2018 the Pirates 
lost 3-1. They will then come 
back home in the same week 
to face the University of South 
Florida. Last year, ECU had a 
hard 3-2 loss against USF and 
only has four wins in their 11 
total matches.

 Moving into their next week 
of conference play, they will 
match up against the University 
of Central Florida. UCF swept 
the Pirates last year three sets to 
zero, but in their 26 times that 
they have met, ECU has won 10 
to UCF’s 16.

Temple University will be the 
following game of the week. The 
Pirates beat the Owls last year 
three sets to one. 

Anna Felber 
TEC STAFF
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Shelby Martin sets the ball for another Pirate player to spike the ball.

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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thrower,” senior defensive lineman Alex 
Turner said. “But he likes to scramble quite 
a bit so we just got to work on making sure 
we’re good on having him contained.”

On the offensive side of things, ECU has 
its own dual-threat quarterback in sophomore 
Holton Ahlers. In 2018, Ahlers led the Pirates 
in rushing (592) and passing yards (1,785), 
racking up 2,377 all-purpose yards for an 
average of 237.7 per contest.

This season, the Pirates will return 99 
percent of their passing yards from last year, 
split between Ahlers and junior Reid Herring.

Unfortunately for Ahlers, his top target 
from last year, Trevon Brown, is no longer 

with the program after amassing 1,123 
receiving yards and nine touchdowns in 2018. 
That leaves senior Deondre Farrier, junior 
Mydreon Vines and sophomore Blake Proehl 
as the starting receivers for the opener.

Combined, they logged 856 yards on 
71 receptions in 2018, making them a fairly 
inexperienced group despite their class status. 
That being said, that group earned starting 
roles through standout preseason camps and 
hard work.

“If you look at them, it’s all guys that are 
a little bit older. Blake Proehl is a redshirt 
sophomore, but he’s been in the program for 
a couple of years now,” Houston said. “But I 
think those guys that are slated as the starters, 
were the ones that were the most consistent 
throughout preseason camp.”

ECU has not found much success against 
the Wolfpack historically, notching a 13-17 
record since 1970. More recently, however, 
the Pirates have won three of the last four 
meetings and eight of 13 dating back to 1987 
despite posting an 8-15 record against NCSU 
in Raleigh.

Records aside, when the Pirates take the 
field, the feeling of last December will be fresh 
in the minds of the veteran players. 

“We want revenge, it’s just that simple, 
we want revenge,” senior offensive lineman 
Branden Pena said. “I know there’s going to be 
a lot of ECU fans there. It’s going to be hostile, 
it’s going to be tough, it’s going to be loud, but 
we’re ready for it.”

Asked for what he thinks will make the 
Pirates successful on Saturday, Coach Hous-
ton kept it simple saying, “If we do the things 
that good football teams do.” That includes 
cutting down turnovers, being crisp on special 
teams, limiting big penalties and generally 
avoiding sloppy play on both sides of the ball.

Playing NC State is a tall task, but the 
Pirates are as prepared as any team can be 
for a season opener. On Saturday at noon, 
we will see if that preparation was enough 
to be victorious or if ECU once again falls to 
the Wolfpack. 

DANIEL SHEPARD I THE EAST CAROLINIAN

Head coach Mike Houston addresses the news media during a press conference on Tuesday. 

PIRATES continued from A1

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Daniel Roberts

@dlroberts1892

Copy Editor
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E-bikes 
provide 
transport

We, the editorial staff of 
The East Carolinian, appreciate 
Gotcha Bikes’ efforts to provide 
East Carolina University students 
with efficient and reliable modes 
of transportation in replacement 
of LimeBikes. Expected to make 
an appearance on move-in day, 
Gotcha Bikes will now be around 
campus starting the first week 
in September with improved 
hardware updates.   

Although the addition of 
the parking garage improved 
transportation methods on 
campus, not all students have the 
privilege of owning a car while 
taking classes full-time. The buses 
only run to certain locations 
around Greenville and if a student 
lives close, but not close enough, 
they will have to walk to class. 
With the addition of Gotcha Bikes, 
those who do not have the ability 
to drive or take the bus to campus 
will have more options. 

Hubs will be located 
appropriately around campus and 
with the use of an educational 
email, students will be able to 
ride for a monthly price of $6.99. 
The student discount offered 
will ultimately lead to an overall 
cheaper price than LimeBikes. 
Instead of spending two dollars per 
ride, students will be able to ride 
every ride for entire month for this 
set price. 

The addition of Gotcha Bikes 
will not only provide a faster and 
cheaper mode of transportation for 
ECU students, but will replace the 
lost of the beloved LimeBikes after 
the end of their contract ended 
this past year. This will further 
encourage students to attend their 
classes that may be on opposite 
ends of campus from eachother, 
as well as visit other buildings on 
campus, such as Joyner Library.

LGBTQ acceptance needed
Member of ECU’s LGBTQ community seeks protection

Speaking against 
injustice is seldom a 
pleasant endeavor. The 
difficulty is amplified 
when the speaker and 
the victim are one and 
the same. Nonetheless, 
I derive empowerment 

from the countless 
people before me who 

chose to defy the status quo with bold cries 
for social change. With my words, I can 
only hope that I might empower the disen-
franchised, rebuke the voices of hatred, and 
motivate the apathy stricken.

My name is Erin Bunch, and I am a 
third year student at East Carolina Uni-
versity’s Brody School of Medicine. I also 
happen to be a transgender woman (pro-
nouns: she/her/hers). Overall, I’m grateful 
that most of my peers and professors treat 
me with nothing but the utmost respect. 
Unfortunately, lapses exist for certain per-
sons and in certain situations.

Most frequent (and benign) are 
instances of misgendering (e.g. being refer-
enced with “he” instead of she). More mali-
ciously, my gender identity has been the 
subject of various jokes and insensitive/dis-
respectful comments. Two recent examples 
come to mind. While entering the women’s 
locker room in Vidant Medical Center, I 
was soundly greeted with an exclamation of 
“that is a man!” In another instance, while 
discreetly correcting an instance of being 
misgendered, I was embarrassed in front 
of several people as said person loudly 
stated that they “knew what was going on” 
and that they could “see (my) boobs and 
Adam’s apple.” In both instances, others 
were present, and nobody spoke up on my 
behalf.

As a student, these situations have 
proven difficult to navigate. Far too often, 
I’ve resigned myself to inaction, feeling 
paralyzed by fears of indifference and 

retaliation. On the rare occasions where I 
found the courage to broach my concerns 
(names/titles intentionally omitted), I 
regularly encountered either placation of 
my experiences or direction to yet another 
person/office. Such responses yielded an 
implied attitude: that the problem is mine 
alone and that I’m expected to solve it by 
myself.

On a positive note, over the past few 
weeks, I was finally able to recruit active 
advocates for my behalf. Specific thanks go 
out to the following Brody offices: Office of 
Diversity Affairs, Office of Student Affairs 
and Office of Student Development and 
Academic Counseling.

Current protections for LGBTQ stu-
dents at ECU are primarily contingent on 
the acceptance displayed by most mem-
bers of our community. However, when 
this first line of defense fails, the affected 
student will likely turn to ECU’s Nondis-
crimination Policy, which is based on the 
same policy enacted by the UNC Board of 
Governors. 

While this policy yields contentment 
beneath its umbrella for relevant voices of 
social justices, I perceive it to suffer from 
a fatal flaw. In ECU’s policy, it states that 
“(ECU) is committed to equality of oppor-
tunity and prohibits unlawful discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation, gender 
identity.” This begs the question: what 
actions are deemed “unlawful” towards 
LGBTQ students?

At the state level, per 2017’s HB 142 (i.e. 
the reluctant compromise that repealed HB 
2, also known as the “bathroom bill”), a 
moratorium remains in effect until Decem-
ber 2020 that prevents all local jurisdictions 
from passing nondiscriminatory ordi-
nances for LGBTQ persons.

At the federal level, the only relevant 
provision is Title IX, a subsection of the 
Education Amendments Act of 1972. In 
short, Title IX prohibits, “on the basis of 

sex,” discrimination within educational 
institutions receiving federal funding. For 
clarity, ECU falls within the jurisdiction of 
Title IX. 

In 2016, the Obama Administration 
announced that it would begin invoking 
Title IX policy with regards to discrimina-
tion against LGBTQ students. However, in 
2017, the Trump Administration narrowed 
this scope, restricting LGBTQ discrimina-
tion to that “based on a student’s failure to 
conform to stereotyped notions of mascu-
linity and femininity.”

Additionally, the current administra-
tion specifically withdrew active sup-
port regarding the usage of appropriate 
restrooms/locker rooms by gender diverse 
persons. These changes seemingly omit 
sexually diverse individuals from Title IX 
protections. As for gender diverse persons, 
their protections under Title IX are uncer-
tain at best.

Based on my personal experiences and 
my research of relevant policies, I believe 
that the LGBTQ community at ECU 
remains significantly vulnerable to acts of 
discrimination, with emphasis placed on 
acts verbal in nature. I opted to share my 
own negative experiences as a student, such 
that they might serve as testimony to this 
vulnerability. 

Although we are strong and resilient, 
we continue to suffer under the noxious 
cloud of stigma, which stifles our cries for 
equal treatment. To those within ECU’s 
administration who value our success and 
well-being, I implore you to hear these 
concerns and to take concrete action. 

If you choose to relegate this matter as 
being somebody else’s responsibility, then 
your inaction ultimately serves as an affir-
mation of things remaining as they are.

Erin Bunch is a medical student at 
Brody School of Medicine.

To submit a guest column, email  
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

Emotional safety is necessary
In light of the 

recent Cupola 
Conversation panel 
discussion about 
political candidate 
visits to campus, sev-
eral students and col-
leagues have shared 
experiences of feeling 

unsafe and discussed what safety really 
means. When people talk about “feeling 
safe,” they are more frequently referring 
to emotional safety.

People may be familiar with emo-
tional safety in terms of intimate 
partnerships and relationships, but not 
communities or institutions of higher 
education. What does this mean for 
ECU specifically? How can we practice 
emotional safety?

First, communities are made, 
sustained, or broken by the quality of 
their relationships. Faculty and staff 
build relationships with each other, with 
the Greenville community, and most 
importantly, with students. Trust and 
emotional safety are key to creating a 
community where we can all thrive.

Secondly, I am trained in trauma-in-
formed practice, the impact of ACEs 
(adverse childhood experiences) on 
learning, and I have worked extensively 
with folks from a variety of walks of life 
while serving in my role as an Asso-
ciate Director of Intercultural Affairs. 
People with my experiences and educa-
tion understand emotional safety quite 
differently. According to the National 
Center on Domestic Violence, Trauma, 
and Mental Health, emotional safety 
“means feeling accepted; it 
is the sense that one is safe 
from emotional attack or 
harm.” 

Several of my students are all too 
familiar with the scars caused by emo-
tional abuse, manipulation, and micro-
aggressions. I’ve witnessed firsthand 
the way our most marginalized students 
scan faculty/staff and leaders, making 
a mental database of who is “safe.” It’s 
highly unlikely these students fear phys-
ical violence from us. 

They seek out community where 
they feel safe from “emotional attack or 
harm.” And for so many of my students, 

ECU is exactly that. It is the safest place 
they’ve ever been. It is the place where 
they feel accepted, seen, and celebrated 
for their true selves.

Given the way many of these stu-
dents see ECU, it is understandable that 
some of the participants and behavior 
exhibited in the recent political rally felt 
unsafe. In particular, the now infamous 
“send her back” chant perpetuated by 
rally attendees hangs in the air as a good 
example of something that isn’t physi-

cally unsafe, but certainly lacks 
emotional safety for our inter-
national student population and 
other marginalized groups.

I understand that some may view 
an “emotionally safe” university as one 
where we wouldn’t challenge ideas. 
That’s not the case. Emotional safety and 
discomfort are not mutually exclusive. 
In fact, discomfort that leads to learning 
and productive discourse occurs in envi-
ronments where we are emotionally safe.

Ashley Cleland is the Associate Director for the 
Women and Gender Office. 

To submit a guest column, email 
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.
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Aries (March 
21-April 19) 
-- Today is a 9 -- 
Your work energy 

rises, with Mercury in 
Virgo. Improve your health 
and physical performance 
over three weeks. A coach, 
doctor or friend supports. 
Train carefully.

Taurus (April 
20-May 20) 
-- Today is an 8 
-- Express your 

affection. Make bold dec-
larations. For three weeks, 
with Mercury in Virgo, it’s 
easier to put your feelings 
into words. Communicate 
your love.

Gemini 
(May 21-June 
20) -- Today is 
a 7 -- Decorate, 

beautify and add ambiance. 
Music and lighting work 
wonders. Put your creativ-
ity into your home over 
the next three weeks, with 
Mercury in Virgo.

Cancer (June 
21-July 22) -- 
Today is an 8 
-- Talk about sub-

jects near to your heart. For 
three weeks, with Mercury 
in Virgo, you’re especially 
brilliant. Creative commu-
nications flower. Get your 
network buzzing.

Leo (July 
23-Aug. 22) 
-- Today is a 9 
-- Communi-

cation and creativity gets 
profitable, with Mercury in 
Virgo over three weeks. Get 
persuasive with sales and 
marketing. Bargain, wheel 
and deal.

Virgo (Aug. 
23-Sept. 22) 
-- Today is a 9 -- 
You’re especially 

good with words over the 
next three weeks, with Mer-
cury in your sign. Speak out 
powerfully and persuasively. 
Make important connec-
tions.

Libra (Sept. 
23-Oct. 22) 
-- Today is a 7 
-- Introspection, 

writing and organization 
satisfy, with Mercury in 
Virgo. Create peaceful 
rituals for meditation and 
spiritual or philosophical 
consideration. Savor poetry, 
music and arts.

Scorpio 
(Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) -- Today 
is an 8 -- Your 

team grows stronger over 
three weeks, with Mercury 
in Virgo. Friends help you 
advance. Get greater results, 
faster and easier. Share 
information and resources.

Sagittarius 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 
21) -- Today 
is an 8 -- Stick 

to tested work techniques. 
Assume new professional 
responsibilities over three 
weeks, with Mercury in 
Virgo. Advance your career 
through networking and 
communications.

Capricorn 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Today is 
an 8 -- Discuss 

an exploration. Make vaca-
tion or travel plans, with 
Mercury in Virgo. Expand 
your territory over the next 
three weeks. Make long-dis-
tance connections.

Aquarius 
(Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) -- Today is 
a 9 -- Network 

and collaborate. Commu-
nication gets lucrative, with 
Mercury in Virgo for three 
weeks. Financial discus-
sions, inquiries and requests 
can get fruitful. Make valu-
able connections.

Pisces (Feb. 
19-March 20) 
-- Today is a 9 
-- Collaborate 

with someone attractive. 
Partnership flowers over 
three weeks, with Mercury 
in Virgo. Compromise and 
negotiate for mutually ben-
eficial solutions. Romance 
arises in conversation.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HOROSCOPES
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ACROSS
1 “Dharma & __”
5 Rather or Aykroyd
8 “The __ Boat”
9 “__ Lucy”

12 A. J. Foyt or Jeff Gordon
13 Family series about a collie
14 Annoys
15 Jay of late-night TV
16 “Boys Don’t __”; Hilary Swank

movie
18 Susan of “L. A. Law”
19 Rayburn or Wilder
20 “__ of Echoes”; Kevin Bacon film
21 Late newsman Huntley
23 Oxfords and sneakers
24 Broadcasts
25 Speak indistinctly
26 “Air __ One”; movie for Harrison

Ford and Glenn Close
28 Actress Shelley of “Cheers”
29 Songbird
30 HLN’s “Dr. __”
32 “Ice __”; popular animated film
35 Military dance sponsor, for short
36 Alan or Cheryl

37 Actor __ Garrett
38 Burstyn and Pompeo
40 “They Call Me MISTER __!”;

Sidney Poitier film
41 Dr. Mark __; Dick Van Dyke’s

role on “Diagnosis Murder”
42 Cain’s brother
43 “__ Given Sunday”; movie for Al

Pacino and Dennis Quaid
44 Deep mud

DOWN
1 Angry look
2 Actor on “NCIS”
3 Arden and Plumb
4 Country in which “Hogan’s

Heroes” is set: abbr.
5 Sawyer or Keaton
6 Additionally
7 Refusals

10 Actor on the new “Charlie’s
Angels”

11 “__, Indiana”; short-lived Omri
Katz drama series

12 Get __ of; eliminate
13 Goodman of “Dancing with the

Stars”
15 “__ Make a Deal”
17 12-mo. periods
19 Actor Richard __
20 Give the cold shoulder to
22 Bumpkin
23 As __ as molasses
25 Iditarod vehicle
26 Common respiratory ailment
27 Desert refuges
30 Mr. DeVito
31 Yellow Brick and others: abbr.
33 Actor Clark __
34 Sullivan and Bradley
36 Like pricey hamburger meat
37 Swedish actress __ Andersson
39 Hawaii’s Mauna __
40 Scottish cap

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 5, 2012

THE TV CROSSWORD
by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

Solution from 08/27

ONE AND ONLY

BLISS

Complete the grid 
so each row, column 

and 3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) 

contains every digit, 
1 to 9. For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit www.

sudoku.org.uk
SOLUTION TO 

THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4

© 2018 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Solution from 08/27

Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets 
Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets Secrets

Call for entries
Expressions is ECU’s minority publication that strives to provide 

an alternative voice to address the experiences, concerns and 
perspectives of minority groups on campus. Expressions is look-
ing for creative submissions in the form of poetry, short stories, 

non-fiction works, photography and illustrations.

Submission Deadline: September 14th    Submit to: expressions@ecu.edu

Expressions
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COURTESY OF FACEBOOK 

Greenville native modern country music band Rural Route Romance sings along with the crowd for a full house performance at Buggy's Bar this past Apirl. 

R3X makes country comeback
Greenville native band, Rural 

Route Romance, will perform Satur-
day at 10:30 p.m. hosted at Buggy’s 
Bar and will kick off the first show of 
the fall 2019 concert season. 

Lead singer, Kaleb “KC” Skirko, 
forefront member of Rural Route 
Romance (R3X), said the band is 
currently traveling around and per-
forming wherever they can. Skirko 
said the band is known for cover 
music, but has released original music 
in the past. 

“Right now, we play a lot of 
covers, but we do have some original 
music,” Skirko said. “We’ve got one 
song out right now, it’s called ‘All In.’ 
We released that about a year and a 
half ago. Within a couple of weeks 

or a month it was climbing the New 
Music Weekly charts.”

During the bands performance 
back in August at Buggy’s, the line 
was wrapped almost all the way 
around the block. The bar itself was 
at maximum capacity, only letting 
some enter the building when others 
had left, according to Skirko.

“That would probably be our 
main goal of playing there (Buggy's 
Bar), is to cater to the younger crowd 
that’s going to sit there and download 
our music, and be there to cheer us 
on, and to learn the lyrics and sing 
along with us," Skirko said.

Bass player and manager of R3X, 
Ryal Watkins, is also one of the fore-
front members who helped create 
the band. Having found Skirko from 
a high school talent show video, he 

brought the singer in to complete 
the group.

“We do play some other places 
in the area, but that’s (Buggy’s Bar) 
kind of like, in our opinion, the main, 
one of the main if not the main, live 
venues downtown,” Watkins said. 
“You know, to play for the younger 
students, that’s the right place to be.”

Watkins said one of the best 
things about playing in Greenville is 
the ability to play for a wide range of 
audience.  

The band prides itself on being up 
to date on modern music, and being 
able to take on a variety of requests. 
A person can come out to see the 
performance and have a good time 
for not a whole lot of effort, according 
to Watkins.

Judd Crumpler, one of the owners 

of Buggy’s Bar, said Buggy’s hosts 
a wide array of events. He said he 
discovered R3X when some of the 
members played at Buggy’s before 
starting the group.

Crumpler helps book the bands 
and live events by the semester. He 
said he starts looking for events to 
line up for the fall semester as early 
as June or July.

“Basically what I’m looking for 
is some party bands, kind of, some 
country music that plays the pop 
country kind of stuff,” Crumpler said. 

Both Skirko and Watkins advise 
people to arrive early in order to gain 
admittance into the bar. Admittance 
is $10 for those over 18, and $5 for 
those over 21. 

Devin Raines
TEC STAFF

EST. 2014

HAPPY 
LABOR DAY

the BiG VAPE THEORY

2800 E 10th St #102, Greenville, NC 27858

(252) 689-6021
info@thebigvapetheory.com

Pod Devices & Salt Nic LiquidsDisposable Devices Trusted CBDKratom Supplier

TODAY
Mims Distributing 

August Wine Tasting
Dickinson Avenue Public 

House
5:30 p.m.

Market on the Square
Downtown Winterville

4:00 p.m.

Ladies Night 
Halo Home
5:00 p.m.

TOMORROW 

Kyle Dills Live
Buccaneer Music Hall 

9:00 a.m.

Sup Yoga with Moxie 
Yoga

Port Terminal Boat Ramp
9:00 a.m.

SATURDAY 

Unaka Prong Live 
Music

Pitt Street Brewing 
Company
8:00 p.m.

Josh Branch Live
Winslow’s Tavern, Deli, & 

Market
 8:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
Sunday Sereis 

Mckenzie Shelton
Pitt Street Brewing 

Company 
4:00 p.m.

Brushes & Brews 
Uptown Brewing 

Company 
3:00 p.m.

MONDAY
Open Mic Night

Trollingwood Taproom & 
Brewery 

7:00 p.m.

This writer can be contacted at 
arts@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Local athletes turned out in numbers at the 
weekly Beer Exchange Pub Run hosted by Uptown 
Brewing Company. The run was sponsored by 
Fleet Feet of Greenville, a locally owned running 
store that specializes in athletic footwear.

The Pub Run started in October 2017 when 
the Greenville branch of Fleet Feet was opened 
and operated by local Chris Loignon. Loignon 
said he wanted to create an event to help reach out 
to the community and “gain some momentum.”

“At the time, there were only two breweries 
in the Uptown area, and we wanted something 
to get people over the hump during the week,” 
Loignon said.

On average, Loignon said anywhere between 
15 to 75 people show up for the event depending 

on the time of year. Loignon explained a range 
from college students to older adults attend the 
runs and enjoy the community that comes with it.  

 “People tell me they look forward to the Pub 
Runs for sure. I think the running community 
here has grown a bit. For us, it’s about supporting 
local businesses and getting people running.”

Uptown Brewing Company manager, Nick 
Harmer, has been a positive enforcement about 
the Pub Runs.

“It’s been a positive impact all around, from 
the increase in business on an otherwise laid back 
Wednesday to the relationships we’ve made with 
the people who attend the run that come back and 
see us.," Harmer said. 

ECU’s faculty members have been involved 
past runs, and have been surprised at the enthu-
siasm from the local running community. ECU 

professor of ecology, Mike Mccoy, said the sup-
port that the run has received is bigger than he 
expected. 

“I try and do the run as often as I can. Running 
is one of my biggest hobbies, 
and the community here is 
bigger than I thought, espe-
cially the distance running 
community,” McCoy said.

Information on how 
you can be apart of next 
Wednesdays Pub Run can 
be found on the Fleet Feets 

Sports Greenville website. Routes range anywhere 
between two to four miles, no entry fee is required. 

bell-Payton, describes Campbell-Pay-
ton’s music as “a vibe” and that she is 
unapologetically her in a world full of 
followers.

“Knowing that she produces, writes and 
often records herself, I feel like it gives her 
the ability to capture her essence and not let 
her message be tampered with,” Kelly said. 

Kelly said the concert will be “an expe-
rience unlike any other” and a “breath of 
fresh air” especially around Uptown Green-
ville where the options for entertainment 
are limited.

Robert Mayfield said he has been good 
friends with Campbell-Payton since 2011 
and enjoys the style of music she makes 
and how different and original the sound is. 

“I have been to her show and I’ve heard 
good reactions from the audience,” May-
field said. “She’s a great performer and I 
know she will go far with her music.”

Campbell-Payton said the goal of the 
concert is to be able to give back to the 
Greenville community and give the pro-
ceeds of the concert towards the renovation 
of the Old Roxy theater on Albemarle Ave 
where GTAC is located.

“I think I do see myself making music 
professionally, but I mostly want to be cre-

ative and try to create as much as possible,” 
Campbell-Payton said.

The Girl Next Door Live Concert 
Experience will feature a surprise special 
guest artist with doors opening at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free of charge with an age 
requirement of 21 and up. More informa-
tion can be found on the Greenville Theater 
Art Centers website at www.gtacnc.org.

COUTESY OF INSTAGRAM

Terri Campbell-Payton poses for the camera.

SELF-LOVE 
continued from A1

This writer can be contacted at 
arts@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Athletes participate in Pub Run
Olan Bryant
TEC STAFF

This writer can be contacted at 
arts@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Mike McCoy
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