
Hundreds of students and their families 
arrived on East Carolina University’s campus 
Monday determined to make the most out of 
one of the first memories they will have of 
college — freshman orientation. 

Monday and Tuesday marked ECU’s first 
of ten new student orientations. An estimated 
4,000 students will be in attendance over the 
course of these summer sessions.

Karen Smith, the associate director for 
the office of student transitions, as well as 28 
students chosen to be orientation assistants, 
are in charge of overseeing orientation to be 
sure everything goes as planned. 

The event takes place over two days and 
offers a range of opportunities for prospective 
students, including information and campus 
resource sessions, faculty speakers and a 
student involvement fair. Every student is 
placed in a different orientation group with 
two orientation assistants who will guide 
them around campus and lead discussions 
about college life, answering any questions 
students might have. 

“I don’t think many people realize how 
much hard work and preparation goes 
into each orientation session,” said Anna 
McKinney, an orientation assistant and 
sophomore intended child life major. 

McKinney said that as an orientation 

assistant, she has been working for almost 
two weeks now organizing welcome packets, 
training to be facilitators and bonding as a 
team.

“We are all so excited to begin meeting the 
new students and their families and showing 
them all what it truly means to be a Pirate,” 
said McKinney.

Tristan Hunter, a junior majoring in middle 
grades education, said he decided to be an 
orientation assistant because he remembered 
how influential his orientation assistants were 
during his freshman orientation. 

“When I reflected upon the positive 
influence they had on me, I wanted to be 
able to have the same impact on future 
incoming freshmen,” said Hunter. “The entire 
experience that students receive while they 
are here is centered around how we can equip 
them with the tools they need so that they can 
have the best freshmen year possible.”

 Justin Janak, the associate director 
of student activities and organizations, 
said that 22 club sports teams, 65 student 
organizations, 12 campus departments and 
three local banks have scheduled to attend the 
involvement fair for each orientation session. 

“Students who get involved on campus in 
at least one student organization have been 
shown to stay in college and graduate at a 
much higher rate than uninvolved students,” 
said Janak. “Plus, as a member they can learn 

valuable leadership lessons and skills that 
will help them in all they do for the rest of 
their lives.”

Orientation is also important for students 
who are still trying to process this big step 
they are about to take in their life. 

For Camille Harper, a sophomore intended 
nursing major, orientation was what she 
needed to get rid of her own denial and finally 

realize she would be leaving for college soon.
“I shopped for dorm stuff on a daily basis, 

when before I had refused to even say I was 
going to college,” Harper said.

Orientation can also help students get to 
know ECU’s environment said Nick Schaut, 
a senior information technology major and 

The sound of somber harmonies 
filled the air along the Tar River 
last night, as locals gathered at 
Greenville Town Commons to 
honor the victims of Orlando’s 
Sunday shooting.

The vigil started with a welcome 
speech by Aaron Lucier, East 
Carolina University’s GLBT student 
union advisor and board member of 
Equality NC. 

“Peace. Now is the time for peace. 
There will be time for politics and 
pundits later,” said Lucier. “This 
night is about the names and the 
lives of the people who died in 
Orlando.” 

Jermaine McNair, a member of 
the city police community relations 
committee, was present at the vigil 
to read a message from Greenville 
Mayor Allen Thomas who could 
not be in attendance of the event 
because of traveling. 

In his words to the public, Thomas 
started off saying, “We gather today 
in unity, all as family together. 
We gather today overlooking the 
trivialities and distinctions that so 
often distract us from the fact that 
we are simply human beings.”

Thomas said people are defined 
by how they “cherish basic life and 
the humanity of others” and events 
like the Orlando shooting demand 
a call to action. 

“In tragedy, we come together 
determined and ever vigilant,” said 
Thomas. 

The vigil then proceeded to move 
on to a speech about the impact 
that senseless acts of violence like 
Orlando have on a community, 
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REMEMBERING 	
SHANE TOMILSON
ECU ALUM AMONGST ORLANDO VICTIMS

On Sunday, America was shocked 
to hear the news of yet another 
mass shooting. Bringing a 

particularly dark cloud over Greenville, 
Pirate Nation had to mourn one of its very 
own amongst the losses, Shane Tomlinson.

East Carolina University’s community 
is calling the former student a genuine, 
passionate, talented performer who was 
taken too soon. 

Tomlinson lived in Orlando and was the 
lead singer of the Orlando-based band, 

Frequency. 
	 After friends, 
faculty and staff from 
ECU received word 
that Tomlinson was 
one of the 50 killed 
in Orlando, many 
have spoken out 
about their fellow 
Pirate who was a 
student from 
1999-2003.  

	 T o m -
linson grad-

uated with 
a Bache-

lor   of 
Science 

degree in communication and a minor in 
business administration, but was involved 
in more things on campus than just academ-
ics.

“Shane was a part of the East Carolina 
University Gospel Choir,” Associate Director 
with the Office of Student Transitions Dr. 
Lathan Turner said. “He was a part of the 
ECU chapter of the NAACP; he was also a 
member of the Ambiance Modeling Group 
here on campus.”

S e n i o r  As s o c i at e  D i r e c t o r  fo r 
undergraduate admissions Tarrick Cox 
has been the university advisor for Gospel 
Choir since 1999.

Cox said Tomlinson was an invaluable 
member of the choir.

“He always kept the group alive, he always 
motivated the group; he was always there 
to encourage them when they were down 
and even if he was down,” Cox said. “As the 
advisor, I would always look forward to 
Shane coming to rehearsal or Shane coming 
to the performances because he would be 
the one to rallwy the crowd and get them 
motivated to really go out and perform and 
sing out the depths of their heart.”

According to Cox, Tomlinson could 
brighten any room. 

“When I think about Shane, I think about 
the smile,” said Cox. “Anytime Shane walks 
into a room he brightens the room with his 
smile; he was a very gifted singer, as well as, 
he was great at organizing choir marches.”

Tomlinson also used his passion for 
choreography to help Allied Blacks for 
Liberty and Equality (ABLE) when they 
held their annual fashion show, according 
to Tomlinson’s friend who also graduated 
from ECU in 2003, Ernest Daily.

“He just had a natural talent and ability 
for entertainment and I think that’s what 
he added a lot to our gatherings, any space 
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which was given by Gina Cruz, 
the membership director for New 
Greenville. 

Cruz said she is not surprised 
this happened, saying, “All you 
have to do is turn on the television 
to see how much people hate 
people that are different.” 

Cruz said this incident “hits very 
close to home”.

“In addition to also being both 
queer and hispanic, I too spent my 
Saturday night in a gay night club,” 
said Cruz.

Cruz stressed this shooting 
could have happened anywhere, 
and what really makes this a 
tragedy is the fact it happened in 
a place which prides itself on being 
safe and inclusive. 

One of the owners of Crave 
Uptown restaurant and bar, Jeremy 
Jordan, also attended the vigil as 
a speaker.

Jordan said that he was at Crave 
late Saturday, when he got the news 
about the Orlando shooting.

“As one of the owners of Crave, 
which of course is another place 
that strives to create just such a 
sanctuary, I immediately started 
thinking what if this had been our 
place,” said Jordan. “What if these 
50 people had been our people.”

A number of volunteers then 
took turns reading off all 50 names 
of the victims, sharing a short 
description of their personality 
and interests, while a powerpoint 
showed a picture of them in the 
background.

After all the names were read, 
Rev. Rod Debs from the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of 
Greenville and Samar Badwan 
from the spokesperson for the 
Greenville mosque and Greenville 
Muslim community joined 
together to say a few words and 
lead everyone in a moment of 
silence. 

Badwan started by saying, “With 

all the hate that we have seen in the 
last few days, I look out here and 
I see compassion, I see kindness, I 
see love but most of all I see unity.”

In an e-mail, Badwan said 
she came to speak because she 
wanted to represent the Muslim 
community to let Greenville 
know she does not “condemn and 
denounce any hate or violence 
against anyone.” 

Debs added, “Go out into the 
world in peace, have courage, hold 
on to what is good, return to no 
person evil for evil.”

The vigil ended with closing 
remarks from Mark Rasdorf, the 
associate director of ECU’s LGBT 
resource office. 

In his speech, Rasdorf thanked 
ECU’s student activities board, 
LGBTSU,  New Greenvi l le , 
Out Greenville Inc., PFLAG 
of Greenville, and Crave for 
sponsoring the event, as well as the 
six police officers who volunteered 
their time to ensure the safety of 
the people present at the vigil. 

“Your presence here is  a 
reflection of our community 
and the values we cherish,” said 
Rasdorf. 

Rasdorf offered the community 
o f  G r e e n v i l l e  n u m e r o u s 
opportunities to give back to 
Orlando, including a GoFundMe 
account set up by Equality Florida. 
There will be a benefit drag show at 
11:30 p.m. Friday at Crave. There 
will also be a dinner hosted by Out 
Greenville on Friday, June 24. at 
Crave, and the restaurant will be 
accepting donations all next week 
to go to Equality Florida. 

Twayla Beason, a friend of Shane 
Tomlinson, an ECU alumnus 
and victim of the Orlando 
shooting, was at the vigil to honor 
Tomlinson’s memory.

“He was hilarious, creative, 
funny, kind, full of energy — full of 
life,” said Beason about Tomlinson.

	
	

or organization that he was a part 
of,” Daily said.
Three of Tomlinson’s close friends 
from ECU spoke about some of his 
activities on and off campus during 
his time at college, as well as some of 
his accomplishments in the past 13 
years since graduation.  

Adrienne Connor, spouse Ramsey 
Connor, and Adrienne’s twin sister 
Nicole Robertson-West said Shane 
was like a brother to them. In 
addition to his friends and others 
from the ECU community, the 
Connors and West said Tomlinson 
has a small family: a mother, father, 
older sister, brother-in-law and 
nephew.

They said Tomlinson, in addition 
to organizations mentioned above, 
was also a team leader for music 
ministries in the Greenville area. 

Each supported him as he performed 
at clubs, weddings, had songs played 
on the radio, and even participated in 
holiday programs at Disney World.

“We always supported him, but it 
was still a shocker when we actually 
saw him on TV, Shane performing 
in front of millions of people on 
a major station at Disney World,” 
Ramsey said. 

Tomlinson also used his talents 
for fun.  

“No one could out-dance Shane,” 
Ramsey said.

Adrienne and Ramsey Connor, as 
well as Daily and West remembered 
stories from ECU where Tomlinson 
used his talents for fun: winning 
dance contests and performing 
impromptu routines. 

“He had this obsession with 
Beyonce, and so I think ‘Déjà Vu’ 
or one of the songs came on and he 
performed a whole choreographed 
routine from the video in the middle 
of the club,” Daily said. “He was a 

natural comedian; you couldn’t be 
around him and not laugh.”

Turner, who knew and interacted 
with Tomlinson, said he was not only 
an active student, but one with many 
other qualities.

“Shane was a very confident person 
here at East Carolina University; he 
was very engaging, had a magnetic 
kind of personality, you were just 
kind of drawn to him,” Turner said. 
“He would walk in the room and his 
presence would be known almost 
immediately.”

Dai ly  added Tomlins on’s 
personality is one to remember.

“I think the overall, consistent 
message that you would get from 
every body is that he had a very larger 
than life personality,” Daily said. “He 
always had a quick comeback, was 
always making people laugh.”

West said Shane was “very vibrant, 
impeccable smile; he knew what he 
wanted in life and he accomplished 
it.  His parents taught him to be the 

perfect gentlemen and he was a loyal 
friend.”

Turner said he believes Tomlinson 
lived his dream. 

“His legacy will be that he fulfilled 
his dream,” Turner said. “You know 
we often talk to students about being 
in college pursuing your dreams, 
pursuing your passions, working 
hard to get to where you want to be 
as a career choice, and Shane was a 
performer.”

Turner saw some of Tomlinson’s 
performances with the ECU Gospel 
Choir and said he stood out amongst 
the group.

“He was the outfront person, but 
he wrote music and performed it 
at the same time so I think he truly 
lived his passion,” Turner said. “He 
reached the potential that he wanted 
to reach and was really destined for 
even more success, but unfortunately 
and sadly it has been cut short.”

Others have spoken of some of 
Tomlinson’s characteristics, saying he 

was genuine and vibrant.  Adrienne 
Connor said she had to “keep it real” 
when talking about one of her closet 
and beloved friends.

“Shane I’m so proud of you,” 
Adrienne said.  “You did it and you 
are crazy.”

Adrienne, Ramsey and West 
said they each plan on attending 
the funeral once a date and place 
have been set, but are also going 
to have their own celebration in 
remembrance of Tomlinson in 
August.

Cox would say thank you if he had 
the chance to speak with Tomlinson 
again.

“If I had an opportunity to say 
one last thing to Shane it would be 
‘Thank you for living your life to the 
fullest,’” Cox said. “‘Thank you for 
impacting the many different people 
that you came in contact with.’”
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BRIEFS
Greenville youth at work 
program set to begin
   Greenville’s Youth at Work 
summer program allows local 
youth to create resumes while 
receiving career guidance and 
hands-on training experience.     
The goal of the program is 
to help give local youth an 
opportunity to get a head start 
in the workforce and is offered 
to anyone between the ages of 
16 and 24. Participants work 
readiness training begins today 
at the Pitt Community College 
Greenville Center. The program 
links participants with various 
job opportunities such as office 
assistants, camp counselors, 
park assistants and other 
assistant-level positions. Those 
aged 16-21 will receive a wage 
of $7.25 hourly, while older 
participants will be compen-
sated at $8.50 per hour.

Three arrested in 
off-campus assault 
    Three suspects have been 
arrested in an assault and 
robbery attempt thanks to 
community involvement and 
surveillance cameras. McQuail 
Lawrence, Jahziah Marqise 
Dyer and Jaleel Ziar Andrews, 
are being charged with three 
counts of attempted common 
law robbery and one count fel-
ony conspiracy. Dyer and An-
drews are also being charged 
two counts simple assault, 
according to the Greenville 
Police Department. The inci-
dent occurred on June 10 and 
prompted an ECU Alert; the 
victims were ECU students.

CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS

student ambassador.
“Orientation is important for 

incoming students because it gets them 
acquainted to the university, it’s cultures 
and traditions and ensures they start off 
on the right foot once they move in,” 
said Schaut.

Schaut said the experience allowed 
him to look past any preconceived 
notions he may have had about the 
school. 

“ECU has the reputation of being 
a party school, which is a misnomer 

because it’s so much more than that. 
Orientation allowed me to see beyond 
that reputation and really see that it was 
so much more,” said Schaut.

One aspect ECU prides itself on 
is being a university that prioritizes 
diversity, a community that strives 
to make every student, regardless of 
background, feel at home. 

For one student this cultural 
appreciation was evident as soon as 
she stepped on campus for her own 
freshman orientation.

“I think I gained a new perspective 
as to how I’d be going to school now 
with people from all over the country, 
and I thought that was pretty cool,” said 

Karefa Dabo, a sophomore economics 
major with a minor in business 
administration. 

Whether helping a student decide on 
a meal plan, financial aid, a major or a 
club orientation shows students what 
resources are available for them and 
gives them the contacts they need to 
be successful during their time at ECU. 
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Members of Greenville’s community march together in solidarity on their way to the Town Commons. There,w a vigil was held to honor the Orlando shooting victims.

If you feel there are any factual  
errors in this newspaper 

please contact Seth Gulledge, at
editor@theeastcarolinian.com. 

The ECU official quoted in last week’s 
issue of The East Carolinian was 

business officer Wanda Sandeford.
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#OrlandoStrong
Orlando attacks 
caused by fear, 
ignorant views

I’m tired.
I’m tired of hearing 

of  another terror 
attack. I’m tired of 
l istening to most 
media outlets examine 
and  b l ame e ver y 
aspect of the attack on 

things other than what the attackers thought 
or believed. I’m tired of seeing people stop 
and change mid-sentence because they got 
too close to saying something “politically 
incorrect”, like mentioning how there’s a lot 
of terrorism linked with Islam. Most of all, 
I’m tired of talking heads making excuses if 
they are ever forced to confront the Islamic 
terror problem, blaming the West, saying if 
we react then the terrorists win, that there 
were Crusades several centuries ago so every 
religion is equally culpable today.

While we wait to learn the specifics like 
the shooter’s mental status or past history, we 
know of his many ties to Islamic extremism. 
His father is a supporter of the Taliban and 
had posted a video saying God would punish 
homosexuals. But hey, he said humans 
shouldn’t deal with it, so I guess it’s okay. 
The shooter had pledged allegiance to other 
Islamic terror organizations like Hezbollah 
in the past. He also hosted a TV show whose 
primary audience is, according to CBS, 
“ethnic Pashtun Afghans living in the U.S. 
and Europe. CBS goes on to say “The Taliban 
Islamic extremist movement is comprised 
almost entirely of Pashtuns, and Mateen’s 
show takes a decidedly Pashtun nationalistic, 

pro-Taliban slant; full of anti-U.S. rhetoric 
and inflammatory language.” According to 
some who attending high school with him, 
the shooter was celebrating on 9/11 as the 
planes hit the towers, and for days after.

It is clear ISIS has enough influence in 
the West to influence people into becoming 
Islamic terrorists, but so many pretend to be 
mystified, as if this just happens in a vacuum. 
A Muslim scholar was invited to a mosque 
in central Florida near Orlando to deliver a 
rant on women, sexual minorities, and the 
laws of Islam, calling for homosexuals to be 
sentenced to death. This is not rare, there 
are hours of imams and religious scholars, 
in the US and abroad, preaching hatred of 
gays, “disciplining” (beating and demeaning) 
your wife, anti-American, anti-Semitic, 
anti-Western rhetoric. These are not fringe 
crazies, they are well known scholars and 
theologians with large followings. While still 
a relative minority, they wield considerable 
influence.

What compounds on this is poll after 
poll shows the Islamic faith correlating with 
morally reprehensible views on, well, pretty 
much most groups of people. In Britain, 
a recent study found 52 percent of British 
Muslims believed homosexuality should be 
illegal, 12 percent said they sympathized with 
terrorist’s actions completely or somewhat, 
39 percent said wives should always obey 
their husbands, and 31 percent said it was 
acceptable to have more than one wife. 
According to Pew data in 2011, 5 percent of 
US Muslims had favorable views of Osama 
Bin Laden and 14 percent didn’t know. It 
makes sense, because while Bin Laden was a 

mass murdering terrorist leader, he did make 
amazing pancakes and let me borrow $5 one 
time, so it’s pretty hard to give a thumbs up 
or down on him. This is in the West, this is 
the best we can do? It’s even worse in non-
Western countries, where support for Islamic 
terror hits 20, 30, 40 or sometimes higher 
percentages. Polls about rights for women, 
gays, apostates and others are even more 
frightening. These numbers may shrink in 
the future, but we have to deal with what 
they are now in the present.

The best apologists can do is attempt two 
tactics, one is moral equivalence, and the 
other is distractions better labeled as red 
herrings.

The argument goes it is unfair to focus 
more on Islam, since, they believe, other 
religions or causes are equally bad offenders. 
This falls flat for several reasons. “Everyone 
else does it” does not excuse anyone else from 
doing the same thing. Simple numbers tells 
us terrorism and violence associated with 
Islam is far and away the most prevalent 
compared to other religions, especially in 
the Middle East. 

Islamic terrorism is also far more 
organized, with multiple groups like ISIS, 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and others boasting 
millions of followers and supporters. The 
best opponents can muster up is the KKK, 
which they call an extremist Christian 
organization, boasting about 5000-8000 
members according to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center. There is so little to compare, 
talking heads, politicians, and even President 
Obama had to reach back to the Crusades 
and Inquisition, which happened several 

centuries ago.
The second argument is more effective, 

but less logical and coherent. Whenever 
an Islamic terror attack happens, like Paris, 
Belgium, San Bernardino, or any others, 
apologists tend to emphasize whatever else 
factors in. 

In San Bernardino and Orlando, people 
blamed the NRA and lack of gun control, 
despite San Bernardino (being in California) 
having very strict gun laws. 

In Europe, where there is no 2nd 
amendment, apologists didn’t have anything 
more than attempting to show that they 
weren’t migrants. In Orlando, ACLU lawyers 
blamed the Christian Right for the terror 
attack. These are weak arguments with many 
flaws, but when you go on TV, radio, the 
Internet and repeat them a lot people begin 
to parrot it back.

Islam is an ideology, a belief system 
of ideas. It is not immune to criticism or 
examination, although as Charlie Hebdo, 
the Texas “Draw Muhammad” contest, and 
others found out, there are reasons why it 
isn’t wise to do so. 

Despite this, Islamic terror is a solvable 
problem, and one of the biggest of our 
age, but our refusal to acknowledge it and 
confront it head on with all of our power is 
the biggest obstacle to ending it. 

Nero fiddled while Rome burned, but at 
least he acknowledged there was a fire.

Jessica McGettigan
TEC COLUMNIST

Jessica McGettigan is a alumna with a degree in 
communication and a guest columnist. To contact her, 

email opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

“The only thing to fear is 
fear itself,” stated Franklin 
Delanor Roosevelt in his 
1933 inaugural address. 
Eighty three years later, his 
words still hold true. 

Early Sunday morning, 
an individual who feared 
a community he did 
not understand sparked 

a ripple effect of fear around the world, 
specifically towards guns and gun rights, as well 
as towards Islam. 

	 On social media, calls for radical gun 
control are as loud as the calls for the permanent 
ban on Muslims from this country. However, 
what is more shocking, almost as much as the 
violence itself, is the amount of division and the 
level of fear and misunderstanding regarding 
guns, Islam and even the LGBTQ community. 

Guns did not provoke this event. Islam did 
not provoke this event. The LGBTQ community 
did not provoke this event. Fear of what was 
abnormal and different to this individual is 
what caused this event. His gun was purchased 
legally. He may have identified as Muslim and 
proclaimed his doings as an act of allegiance 
towards ISIS, but Islam does not teach or preach 
or provoke violence. Fear lends its hand to all 
of the above. 

This country is calling for something to be 
done to prevent another terror attack on our 
soil. Instead of pointing fingers at the NRA or 
at Islam, how about we as U.S. citizens re-focus 
our efforts towards educating one another on 
our differences. 

The rights listed under the Second 
Amendment should be understood by all. 
The words of the Quran and the principles of 
the foundation of Islam should be understood 
by all as well. Whether you choose to accept 
these differences is up to you, but what is most 
important is for each side to listen to understand 
one another. 

As children, we feared the monsters on our 
walls until we understood that they were only 
the shadows of our belongings. Difference is 
what our country was founded on but we are 
the United States of America. It’s now time to 
act like it.  

 IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME

Dimitri Dragonas is a sophomore 
majoring in business administration and a TEC 

columnist. 
To contact him, email 

opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

United States needs to finally address Islamic faith as threat

Blame Orlando on individual; not community
I woke up Sunday 

morning to the tragic 
news of yet another 
m a s s  s h o o t i n g , 
this time at a gay 
nightclub, Pulse in 
Orlando. It was, it 
is, a heinous and 

disgusting attack. As 
I watched the news 

unfold and the horrific photos and 
eyewitness accounts, my heart hurt for 
the victims and their loved ones. I, just 
like every American, mourned the loss 
of 50 innocent lives, prayed for the 53 
wounded.

But unlike every American, I am a 
Muslim American and instead am being 
asked to defend my faith.

Apparently, instead of mourning 
the loss of my fellow Americans, I 
should be apologizing for the actions 
of a homophobic, domestic abuser just 
because of our supposed shared faith. 
I should be used to this by now. That 
every time a man or women with a 
perverted view of Islam commits an act 
of violence, we, as a Muslim community 
are held accountable for their actions. I 
am expected to apologize on behalf of a 
murderer, whom I have never met, never 
known. A man who, during the holy 
month of Ramadan, instead of praying 
and doing acts of good and charity, 
committed an atrocious crime because 

of his hatred toward a group of people he 
was afraid of and didn’t understand. The 
fact that he committed this crime in the 
most sacred month truly shows this man 
was was not a true Muslim. So know this, 
that this man, this murderer in no way 
represents Islam. The Islam that I know, 
the Islam that 1.6 billion Muslims practice 
has no place for violence or hatred. Allah 
says in the Quran, “Whoever kills a 
person [unjustly]…it is as though he has 
killed all mankind.” The Islam I know and 
practice teaches me to stand up for the 
rights of all people against hate, bigotry 
and discrimination. My faith teaches me 
to treat all human beings with respect 
and dignity.

So to the bigots, the mainstream 
media and to the politicians who are 
placing the blame for the worst mass 
shooting in modern American history 
on a whole religion rather than calling it 
for what it was, a homophobic attack by 
an American citizen; stop politicizing the 
deaths of the LGBTQ people. Stop using 
this tragedy to try to turn the LGBTQ 
community and the Muslim community 
against one another.

 In the United States, the LGBTQ 
community has always been among 
the first to defend and support the 
Muslim American community. As the 
LGBTQ community today mourns the 
loss of innocent men and women, I 
mourn with them. I mourn the loss of 

innocent people who were killed for just 
being who they are. If I have learned 
anything this past year since the Chapel 
Hill shootings, it is that we can’t let our 
differences, the color of our skin, religion, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation or even 
our political views define us. Just days 
ago the nation celebrated and honored 
the life of one of the greatest Muslim 
Americans, Muhammad Ali, who even in 
death brought people of all backgrounds 
together. Don’t let this hate-filled man 
overshadow the lessons that Ali taught us; 
that love and compassion can overcome 
hate and bigotry.

Instead of giving in to the hate and 
violence brought on by terrorists, 
homophobes and Islamophobes, let us 
come together as Americans. Instead 
of focusing on this killer and his name 
and so-called faith, let’s remember and 
honor the lives lost in the Orlando 
shooting. Let’s focus on their names, 
their accomplishments, their dreams. 
And let us as Americans, never let this 
happen again.

As Muhammad Ali once said, “When 
you believe in God, you should believe 
that all people are part of one family.”

Dimitri Dragonas
TEC COLUMNIST

Javeria Salman
TEC STAFF

Javeria Salman is a senior majoring in 
communication and a TEC columnist. 

To contact her, email 
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

TEC mourns 
Orlando losses

Terror and tragedy struck the nation this weekend, 
and we as an editorial staff share in the mourning and 
grief across this country, and like so many others, give 
our condolence and support to all of those affected. 

As many know, early Sunday morning 50 men and 
women celebrating Latino night in a gay nightclub 
were gunned down in an act of grotesque violence 
and taken away from their loved ones for the purposes 

of little but hate. As comes naturally in times such as 
this, many have taken to seeking answers, and more 
importantly, ways to stop such an act from ever oc-
curring again. In response to this, we have dedicated 
this page to these voices, and to their opinions about 
what will forever remain a dark mark on our nation’s 
history. 

Our
view
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Aries (March 21-April 19) -- 
Today is an 8 -- Attend to shared 
finances today and tomorrow. 
You’re earning your pay. Heed 
a call to action. A balanced 
checkbook is only part of the 
story. Love grows by leaps and 
bounds.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) 
-- Today is an 8 -- Partnership 
makes a difference over the 
next two days. Collaborate on 
shared goals and take substan-
tive action. Together you go 
farther than either would solo. 
Give in to a common passion.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) 
-- Today is a 9 -- Clean up 
messes at work over the next 
few days. A creative whirlwind 

blows through. Come up with 
inventive solutions as demand 
for your time grows. A windfall 
profit is available.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) 
-- Today is a 7 -- Relax and play 
over the next two days. Ask 
irreverent questions. Practice 
your game. Love blossoms when 
least expected. Let someone 
show you a new perspective. 
Make bold discoveries.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Today is a 6 -- Family matters 
take center stage for the next two 
days. A private gift comes your 
way. Share heart-felt confessions 
and dreams. Do your chores, 
and support others to do theirs. 
Produce visible results.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
-- Today is a 7 -- Get into aca-
demic studies, research and 
writing over the next few days. 
Don’t cut corners in your work; 
do the homework. Include new 
developments. Make recom-
mendations gently.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
-- Today is an 8 -- Focus on 
making money over the next 
two days. Track income and 
expenses, and keep it positive. 
You’re gaining respect as well 
as income. Your morale gets a 
boost.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
-- Today is a 9 -- Begin a two-
day self-confident phase. You’re 
even more powerful than usual; 

avoid stepping on anyone. Prac-
tice to achieve mastery with a 
personal passion. Teach others 
to really learn something.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21) -- Today is a 5 -- Peace and 
quiet soothe your spirit over 
the next few days. Exercise and 
meditate. Consider all options 
before committing. Be sensitive 
to a loved one’s wishes. Compare 
advice with your own intuition.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Today is a 7 -- Confer 
with your allies over the next 
two days. Your friends are your 
inspiration. Guard against being 
impetuous. Committees are 
especially effective. Get into a 
party phase.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
-- Today is a 7 -- A professional 
challenge has your attention 
today and tomorrow. The finan-
cial situation may be unstable. 
Slow down to navigate rocky 
waters. Unusual methods may 
be required.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) 
-- Today is a 7 -- Get adven-
turous over the next two days. 
Let an exploration carry you 
off into new realms. Discover 
something you’ve been looking 
for. Someone you know has the 
expertise you need; strengthen 
old bonds.

COMICS

PUZZLES

(c)2015 BY NANCY BLACK. 
DISTRIBUTED BY TRIBUNE 
CONTENT AGENCY, LLC. ALL 

RIGHTS RESERVED.

HOROSCOPES

WONDERMARK

Place an advertisement with

252•328•9245 | smaa@ecu.edu
THEEASTCAROLINIAN.COM

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE JUNE 15, 2016

ACROSS
1 Ritzy
5 Cockroach, e.g.
9 Puccini classic

14 Acreage
15 Comics pooch

with a big red
tongue

16 Islamic analogue
of kosher

17 “It’s now or never!”
20 Where to buy

EBAY
21 Was in charge of
22 Org. for Serena

Williams
23 Canine tooth
26 School gps.
27 Play the Lute or

Grasp the
Sparrow’s Tail, in
martial arts

32 Dating
33 Skin blemish
34 Addams family

nickname
35 Journalist Stewart

or Joseph
37 Use, as resources
39 Hardly economical
42 Novelist Stoker
44 Logical beginning?
46 Galley

implements
47 Folk ballad also

known as
“Cowboy Love
Song”

50 Course elevators
51 Scatter
52 Lease alternative
53 Sit in a cellar, say
54 Marriott rival
59 “Whatchu talkin’

’bout, Willis?”
sitcom ... or,
literally,
occupants of this
puzzle’s circles

63 Curaçao
neighbor

64 Something to file
65 Dump at the altar
66 Jacket fabric
67 First name in

advice
68 Cognizant of

DOWN
1 What

acupuncture
relieves, for some

2 Killer whale
3 Bering and Ross

4 Word with deck
or dock

5 Classroom
surprise

6 Part of a
collegiate address

7 Kennel command
8 Game whose

original packaging
boasted “From
Russia with Fun!”

9 Like Laurel, but
not Hardy

10 Western treaty gp.
11 Frustratingly on

the mend
12 Kind of robe
13 Italian racers,

familiarly
18 Dash gauge
19 __ made: was set

for life
24 Rotisserie rod
25 Thick soups
26 Oklahoma State

mascot __ Pete
27 Former flier
28 Feel bad
29 “I had a blast!”
30 Basic guitar

lesson
31 Carol opener
36 Line on a

scorecard
38 Cop’s catch

40 Before, before
41 Future therapist’s

maj.
43 Moose’s girlfriend,

in Archie comics
45 In plain view
47 Upgrade

electrically
48 Capital on the

Danube
49 Banned fruit spray
50 Inscription on a

June greeting card

53 Saroyan’s “My
Name Is __”

55 Spell-casting art
56 Similar
57 Bench press

beneficiary
58 Regarding
60 “Criminal Minds”

agcy.
61 It’s next to Q 

on most
keyboards

62 Unc, to Dad

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved
By Jeffrey Wechsler 6/15/16

©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 6/15/16

Thursday’s Puzzle SolvedSOLUTION TO TUESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2016 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Level: 1 2 3 4

SOLUTION TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Wanna Hook Up?
Get hooked on the latest happenings around campus

@ECUHook
#ECUinterestmag

BREWSTER ROCKET

FOR RENT
ECU student duplexes on 
bus route or walk to class. 
Duplexes at Wyndham 
circle 2 bedroom 2 full 
bath, Newly Decorated, 
Cathedral Ceilings, Great 
Landlord, Great Prices, 
Big Back Yard, Good 
Parking, some pets O.K. 
Patios for Grilling, Avail-
able May 1st, June 1st, 
July 1st, and August 1st 
2016, $620 monthly 
(252)-321-4802 or text 
(252)-341-9789 

WALK TO CLASS – 1 BLOCK 
2 bed/1.5bath quadplex 
“Buccaneer Village” 507 
E. 11th St. save money 
no ECU parking fees to 
pay kitchen appliances 
and dishwasher $550/
month Pinnacle Mgmt. 
561-RENT {7368} PRE-
LEASING NOW for fall 
2016 

3 bed 3bath spacious 
condo @ 320 Brownlea 
Dr. PRELEASING NOW 
for fall 2016 you choose 
you rent amount $700/
month includes water 
$1185/month gets you 
W/D cable, internet, util-
ities and water on ECU 
bus route walk to class, 
bring your own room-
mates, we do not match. 
Pinnacle Mgmt. 561-
RENT {7368}

EXPENSIVE ADS = 
EXPENSIVE RENTS we 
don’t do that – CHECK 
US OUT WYNDHAM 

COURT APTS. PRE-
LEASING NOW FOR 
FALL 2016 2 bedroom 
with full size washer/
dryer, dishwasher, free 
cable & Internet, cheap 
utilities, on ECU bus 
route. As low as $312.50 
per person/ $625 per 
unit, some pets ok. Pin-
nacle Mgmt. 561-RENT 
{7368}

Now all-inclusive!! WYN-
DHAM COURT APTS. All 
utilities, cable, internet, 
2 bedroom with full size 
washer/dryer, dishwasher, 
storm door, on ECU bus 
route stating at only 
$387.50 per person / 
$775 per unit, some 
pets OK. Pinnacle Mgmt. 
561-RENT {7368} PRE-
LEASING NOW FOR 
FALL 2016

PERSONAL
Upcoming Online Auc-
tion June19th 2016 
@ 5PM PST. Lot of 35 
lithographs and etchings 
by Giorgio De Chirico. 
Visit our link to view the 
catalog. Sign up with Live 
Auctioneers and bid any 
time before auction or 
live. We ship domestically 
and internationally. 

http://www.liveauction-
eers.com/catalog_gal-
lery/90001

You can also visit us 
on our site www.fairx-
changed.com for more 
works.

Yearbook



Wednesday, 6.15.16theeastcarolinian.com

A5Sports

TAKEAWAYS

ONLINE

Follow us on Twitter at
@TEC_Sports for  

ECU sports coverage.

www.theeastcarolinian.com

BASEBALL

The ECU baseball team wrapped 
up its season, going 1-2 against 
Texas Tech in its super regional 
appearance.

TRACK & FIELD

Avion Jones finished fourth at 
the NCAA nations in the high 
jump. Teammate Raqurra Ishmar 
finished 20th in the discus.

BASEBALL

Freshman Dwanya Williams-
Sutton was named to the 
Louisville Slugger Freshman All-
American team prior to the super 
regional.

MEN’S GOLF

Former ECU golfer Zach 
Edmondson was added to the 
field of the 2016 U.S. Open to 
be played June 13-19.

ATLANTA BRAVES

The Braves dropped their fourth 
consecutive game Tuesday after 
a 3-1 loss to the Reds. The 
Braves are 18-46 on the season.

Pirates successful in NASCAR
Instead of keying on snagging a 

football spiraling through the air 
at its highest point or meeting a 

running back in the hole and demolishing 
him before he gets back to the line of 
scrimmage, former East Carolina football 
players have shifted their focus to taking off 
and putting on 20 lug nuts, or filling two 
12-gallon dump cans, weighing about 81 
pounds each, all under 12 seconds.

Pit road in NASCAR is a new found 
home for many former college athletes. 

However, it’s former Pirates that have 
managed to paint the pits purple and gold, 
loading them with more crew members 
than any other school in the country. With 
so many ECU Alumni in the pits, and pit 
stop times being more important than 
ever before in NASCAR, people can only 
wonder why Greenville has such a knack 
for producing pit road studs.

It could have to do with players being 
from North Carolina, the birthplace of 
NASCAR, maybe because of the enriched 
tradition of the university dating back more 
than a hundred years ago that molds these 

athletes, or it  might just be the luck of the 
draw. The only thing for sure is these crew 
members have been key pieces to their 
team’s success.

Pirate Success
For former Pirate inside linebacker Kyle 

Tudor the only sport he knew was football. 
He maybe would find himself turning past 
a NASCAR race on Sunday’s trying to find 
his favorite team and hopefully his future 
employer, the Atlanta Falcons playing. That 
was about the most experience he had with 
NASCAR. Now it’s different, now it’s life.

On race days, he gets to the track before 

every race about five to six hours early. 
Whether it’s Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
Bristol or even Daytona, it doesn’t matter. 
He’s arrived early since his playing days at 
Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium. Except for these 
days it’s different, he’s not waiting for his 
coaches to give him the signal to go out on 
the field and start stretches and his pregame 
walk through. 

“When the garage opens, we set up 
the pit box, run the tires for the race, glue 
the lug nuts, go check the car in the garage 

WEB PHOTO I MICHAELTOMSINWFAE.ORG

Right: James Craig works out. Bottom left: Kyle Tudor poses next to Jeff Gordon’s logo. Top left: Dustin Lineback works in the pit. All three are former players of East Carolina’s football team.

Super regional loss: moral victory
90 

feet from 
Omaha….90 
feet from the 
dream being 
realized….
East 
Carolina’s 
baseball team 

won the first super regional 
game in school history and 
almost won the second to send 
it to the College World Series, 
but missed opportunities sent 
the Pirates home with a big 
moral victory.

The Pirates took a good 
whooping to Texas Tech on 
Sunday. On Saturday, the Pirates 
had their chances but missed 
opportunities cost them in the 
end. But not many ECU baseball 
fans will ever forget Friday’s 
victory as it was the first super 
regional victory in the program’s 
history.

“There are not enough 
words to describe what this 
team has accomplished this 
year,” said head coach Cliff 
Godwin in a statement that he 
posted on Twitter Sunday. “2016 
REGIONAL CHAMPS and they 
were 90 ft away from Omaha 
on sat! They also excelled in the 
classroom, better than any other 
previous ECU baseball team!”

The second-year manager 
has once again taken his 
program to new heights — not 
only on the field but in the 
classroom, too. Godwin has not 
only enhanced the program but 
he has molded it into his own 
image.

Throughout the NCAA 
regional and super regional 
the Pirates team was loose like 
him, confident like him and 
worked hard like him. Nothing 
is more Godwin than what he 
did Sunday. When it appeared 
Dwanya Williams-Sutton didn’t 

hustle after two fly balls in the 
outfield, Godwin pulled him, 
down 3-0 and Williams-Sutton 
is arguably his best hitter. But 
that’s just who Godwin is.

To understand who Godwin 
is and what type of manager he 
is, is to understand why this 
team could go from being the 
first team out of the American 
Athletic Conference tournament 
to winning a regional just a week 
later. This team was a scrappy, 
confident and heady group, 
who might have overachieved 
just a bit.

Beating Virginia three 
games out of four, winning at 
Rice and finishing second in the 
conference. Sweeping a regional, 
winning in one of the toughest 
venues in the country, and being 
just 90 feet from Omaha. It was 

a hell of a year for the program.
The Pirates did not win 

40 games, they did not host a 
regional or super regional, or 
go to Omaha like the team goals 
stated, but this team is a big 
stepping stone for the program. 

Though, ECU will lose a 
No. 2 starter in Jimmy Boyd, a 
defensive-stallworth in Garrett 
Brooks, a star offensively and 
defensively in Parker Lamm, 
and Jeff Nelson who provided 
great depth for the outfield. 

But the Pirates will likely 
bring back everyone else. ECU 
has Evan Kruczynski and Jacob 
Wolfe at the top of the rotation. 
ECU save champion “Fireman” 
Joe Ingle will stay in the backend. 
Then the Pirates have Travis 
Watkins fresh off a legendary 
postseason, Williams-Sutton, 

and most of the lineup coming 
back. Next year, there is a very 
good chance ECU can actually 
host a regional, a super regional 
and maybe make the elusive trip 
to Omaha.

With Godwin at the helm, 
It’s hard to see ECU never 
making the trip to Omaha. Not 
only because Godwin is driven 
by his own desires, but because 
he’s passionate to make sure his 
late-coach Keith LeClair’s vision 
is fulfilled.

Godwin ended his statement 
on Twitter by saying, “it wasn’t in 
the cards to go to Omaha on the 
road! Coach LeClair would want 
it to happen at Clark-LeClair! 
He would want Pirate nation to 
see it live!”

Kai Jones
TEC STAFF

PIRATE PIT STOP

Gerin Honeycutt
TEC STAFF
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COURTESY OF ECU MEDIA RELATIONS

ECU’s baseball team embraces Davis Kirkpatrick (12) during Sunday’s super regional game in Lubbock, Texas.

For questions or comments, contact
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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Finally!Concierge Care Offers:
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Students: Get a Personal Private Physician for $60 per month
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705 W.H. Smith Blvd.
Greenville, NC
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Become A Member!

Limited spaces  
remaining for  
Fall 2016!

Take a tour by  
July 31st & be  
entered to win a  
$250 U.B.E. 
GIFT CARD!

SAVE $200  
WITH REDUCED FEES

Prize, fees, & dates are subject to change. While supplies last.  
Limited time only. See office for details.

with the road crew guys and the crew chief,” 
said Tudor. “Then we make sure everything 

is prepared for the race, then have a team 
meeting, then get dressed and go out to pit 
road.”

Tudor is a jackman, his job is operating a 
20-pound hydraulic jack to raise the car for 
tire changes, firstly on the right then lowering 

it and sprinting to the left to repeat the same 
process. After just getting the nod to move up 
to the Sprint Cup Series, Tudor finds himself 
raising the car for a living legend and six-time 
Sprint Cup Series champion, Jimmy Johnson.

“It’s dope knowing we could help him tie 
the most championships of all time at seven,” 
said Tudor.

Working Your Way Up
Like baseball, NASCAR is another sport 

that requires its drivers and pit crew members 
to make a name for themselves by working 
their way up in the ranks. Starting with the 
Home Track Series and the Truck Series, once 
racers and crew members rank up the next 
three higher ranked series are the Camping 
World Truck series, the XFINITY Series 
(which is similar to Triple A baseball) and 
lastly the Sprint Cup Series, or the big league. 

Right down pit road, competing against 
the rookie Tudor and the No. 48 car is old ECU 
teammate and fellow inside linebacker Dustin 
Lineback. Though Lineback is pitting for a 
different driver in Dale Earnhardt Jr. and the 
No. 88 car, the two happen to be on the same 
team again via Hendrick Motorsports. Just 
like Lineback helped the redshirt freshman 
Tudor adjust to the college life his last season 
playing football in Greenville, he does the 
same thing now in racing, too. A three year 
veteran, Lineback is a viable piece for crew 
that hadn’t won a Daytona 500 since he was 
in his early high school years.

Fast forward 10 years to Lineback’s big 
league debut and he was already making a 
name for himself.

“My first race as a starter I was a gas man 
and we actually won the Daytona 500, which 
is the Super Bowl of NASCAR.” 

Pirate history in NASCAR
Lineback found his way by trying to follow 

former Pirates who played in the 90’s, like 
linebacker Jeff Kerr and center Ed Watkins, 
both whom have made a name for themselves 
on pit road amongst NASCAR’s finest. After 
being released from the UFL, Lineback was 
lucky to have prior connections with Jason 
Hunt, a 15-year NASCAR veteran, and 
assistant strength and conditioning coach at 
Hendrick Motorsports, Matt Skeen. After his 
connections with Hunt and Skeen put his foot 
in the door, Lineback knew that was the boost 
he needed. By working his way up through the 
developmental program, he made something 
of every chance he earned.

“Guys come and go so you’ve really got to 
take advantage of your opportunities,” said 
Lineback. “That’s another thing ECU really 
taught me, because at ECU your opportunity 
to be a starter is slim. So when I was playing 
there I got the opportunity to start and I took 
advantage of it, and that’s the same thing with 
racing. When you get the opportunity, you 
really got to buckle down and take advantage 
of that.”

Lineback, a gas man his first year on the 
No. 88 car, has since moved to the front tire 
carrier on the crew. Through change and more 
races bringing more experience, Lineback 
now has even guided not just Tudor, but other 

former Pirates new to the pits. Former fullback 
Zico Pasut and linebacker James Craig have 
been aided often by having the old teammate 
around to drop some knowledge.

Both Craig and Pasut have started 
climbing up the ranks as well, now pitting 
in the XFINITY Series for Team Penske, and 
waiting on their big call.

Craig, who plays a support role currently 
during stops in the Sprint Cup series for 
Kasey Kahne, was worried mainly about not 
knowing anything about the sport he was 
getting into when coming in.

“I took a call one day and NASCAR told 
me they wanted me to come to their combine 
that summer and they’d see how I did there 
and if I did well enough they’d bring me back 
for their mini-camp,” said Craig. “I told them 
I had no idea about racing and they said that’s 
great, we don’t want to hire race fans we want 
to hire athletes, and that they would teach me 
everything I needed to know about racing.”

Pit Crew Pressure
Though Craig came into racing differently 

than Lineback, it’s now the more traditional 
way. For guys like Craig, having put his talents 
on display at his pro day at ECU in front of 
NFL scouts helped settle his nerves for this 
combine. 

Craig compares the pits now to the pits just 
about five years ago and how the competition 
has increased more and the stakes have gotten 
higher, almost like the NFL. 

“If you can gain your car a few spots off pit 
road and give him a better chance of winning 
that race, that’s a big deal as far as sponsorships 
and money goes,” said Craig. ”It’s millions of 
dollars of difference so there’s a lot of pressure 
on us to perform, really. You could say that 
there’s more pressure on us to perform here 
than there was in football.”

Craig also said once the cars are off of pit 
road and back on the track and the crews are 
watching the TV to see where every car is.

It All Started at ECU
Though all are competing for their own 

bragging rights, they can all agree ECU 
molded them through not just one but many 
different aspects of life, on and off the field, 
preparing them for this stage of life. 

You never know when you might see a “No 
Quarter” flag raised on the final lap of a Kasey 
Kahne victory. It could be an ode back to the 
school that helped play a role in making these 
men who they are today; one that taught them 
no environment is ever too big for a Pirate, 
that’s why they thrive.

“There is a lot more fans in a NASCAR 
stadium, I mean a lot more,” Craig said. “We 
go to these places that hold hundreds of 
thousands of race fans and they’re passionate 
about their racing just like ECU fans are 
about Pirate football. But I can honestly say 
I’ve never been in any stadium, whether they 
hold 250,000 people or whether they hold 
some 50,000 like Dowdy-Ficklen, I can say I’ve 
never been in a stadium that’s amore intense 
atmosphere than Greenville, North Carolina.”

NASCAR 
continued from A5

Track and field comes up empty
This weekend, East Carolina high jumper 

Avion Jones finished fourth in the NCAA 
National Championship while Raqurra 
Ishmar finished 20th in the discus.

Jones had a jump of 2.19 meters while 
first place jumped 2.25 meters. Meanwhile, 
Ishmar had her third best throw of the year at 
nationals with a toss of 51.45 meters.

East Carolina’s track and field team sent 
two players to represent the Pirates at the 
NCAA Nationals, this is the seventh straight 
season the program has sent at least one 
athlete to nationals; but this year Jones was 
the great hope for the national championship 
as he had one of the best jumps in the world 
earlier this year.

Entering into the Nationals, Jones was the 
top-ranked collegiate high jumper, as well as 
sixth best in the world. He recorded his best 
mark of 2.31 meters at the AAC championship 
for the high jump, claiming his fourth straight 
high jump title. To reach the Nationals Jones 
jumped an event-best 2.17 meters in the 
NCAA East Preliminary. Jones got his third 
First-Team All-America honors by placing 
fourth at the NCAA Nationals.

“He had a good chance to win the national 
championship in the high jump, but not 
everything always goes to plan,” said Kraft. 
“He still did a good job, but at the end of the 
day you expect him to win the national title.”

This is also great publicity for the Pirates 
with recruiting, especially since Jones has a 
chance to represent the United States in the 
Olympics.

“This is good for our recruiting, because 
it shows what our players are capable of 
when they come here. They’ve set a good 
standard, and we have gotten phone calls from 
potentials because of those two,” said head 

track and field coach Curt Kraft. “Avion has 
hit the qualifying mark to go to the trials and 
he has a good chance to make it to the U.S. 
Olympic teams.”

Ishmar transferred to ECU in her junior 
year from Florida International University. 
She won the AAC discus title earlier in the 
year in Orlando. This led Ishmar to compete 
in the NCAA East Preliminaries where she 

finished 11th to qualify for the Nationals.
“She won the conference title which was 

a great accomplishment,” Kraft said. “She was 
disappointed where she finished in nationals, 
she could have done better, and wanted to do 
better. She is still one of the best disc throwers 
in the country.”
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For questions or comments, contact
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

COUTESY OF ECU MEDIA RELATIONS

Avion Jones skies in the American Athletic Conference tournament. Jones finished fourth in nationals for his third All-American honor in his career.

For questions or comments, contact
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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