
East Carolina University Project Tumara, 
in association with the Anthropology Student 
Organization (ASO), organized Ebola Aware-
ness efforts this past week.

Project Tumara is a student run non-profit 
dedicated to improving the life of those residing 
in Sierra Leone in West Africa. 

According to the CDC, the Ebola outbreak 
is the largest and most severe epidemic of the 
virus in its entire recorded history, causing over 
3,000 deaths with over 6,500 infected and a 50 
percent fatality rate.

Issa Thullah, founder of the project and 
ECU senior, is originally from Sierra Leone 
and had just established a sturdy foothold with 
Project Tumara in the community when the 

Ebola epidemic began ravaging the country. 
The goal of Ebola Awareness week is pri-

marily to inform students of the severity of this 
virus and ways to help.

“We mainly want people to know that they 
can do something about this simply by contrib-
uting a small amount of their time and their 
resources,” said Thullah.

Project Tumara and ASO held an informa-
tion booth at Wright Plaza this past Tuesday, 
and a bake sale yesterday where all proceeds 
will go directly to Sierra Leone.

Thullah said the community of Sierra Leone 
is in a panic over the Ebola outbreak, and Proj-
ect Tumara is doing all they can to alleviate the 
negative impact of this epidemic. 

Project Tumara paid for two doctors and two 
nurses from the prestigious Connaught Hospital 

in Freetown, Sierra Leone to teach the commu-
nity about Ebola prevention and safety measures.

“We’ve trained 70 volunteers and provided 
40 chlorine buckets for the community to use 
for sanitation measures along with providing 
pamphlets, brochures, radios, and broadcast 
methods to help inform everyone,” said Thullah. 

The outbreak is gaining momentum lately, 
nearly doubling in only a month in West Africa. 

“Sierra Leone had only one doctor trained 
in infectious disease and he died when I was 
there last from contracting Ebola,” said Thullah. 

As of right now, Sierra Leone has roughly 
one doctor per every 45,588 people.

The virus is only spreadable through direct 
contact with contaminated body fluids.

Three ECU football players were taken 
into custody and cited for firing BB guns 
within Greenville city limits on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Linebackers Yiannis Bowden, Markel 
Winters and wide receiver CurtisBurston 
III, all freshmen, have been charged with 

misdemeanors for their actions. Accord-
ing to an announcement Wednesday, ECU 
Head Coach Ruffin McNeill stated that 
the three players have been suspended 
indefinitely from all team activities. 

“One of the benchmarks of our pro-
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Police officers in Greenville will 
start wearing body cameras on all of 
their uniforms for surveillance and 
protection starting early next year.

“Since 2013, about 45 percent 
of the city’s patrol officers have 
had cameras,” said Kristen Hunter, 
Greenville Police Department’s 
public information officer. 

Starting at the beginning of 
2015, all patrol officers are expected 
to have cameras attached to their 
uniforms. The body cameras are 
small clip-on devices that hook on 
to the officer’s uniform near their 
chest. 

A simple swipe downward 
turns on the cameras at the officer’s 
convenience. This way the officers 
can turn the cameras on and off 
whenever they feel it’s necessary, 
considering their patrol route for 
that day.

According to Hunter, all of the 
video that the camera captures 
is stored for 90 days on a police 
department server.

Videos that capture a felony 
or internal affairs case will be 
kept until the case is dealt with. 
Throughout the past year that the 
city has been testing out the body 
cameras. Hunter said that the cam-
eras have drastically improved com-
munity relationships. Since the use 
of the cameras, complaints to the 
police department have decreased 
by 33 percent.

According to Hunter, the police 
department had been facing prob-

lems with the citizens recording the 
situations with police officers on 
their own portable devices. 

In preparation for the changes 
in technology to come, the Green-
ville Police Department decided 
to give police officers their own 
devices to record their patrols with.

Recently there has been con-
troversy in the news regarding 
police brutality and questionable 
law enforcement decisions towards 
citizens. 

The cameras would “not only 
protect our officers, but also the 
citizens they interact with on a daily 
basis,” said Hunter. 

Hunter also said how the police 
department has seen the benefits 
first-hand that everyone receives 
due to these cameras.

The expected result of the use 
of body cameras is that citizens will 
be less confrontational if they know 
they are on camera.

Myles travitz I the east carolinian

Officer Peterson will be among the policemen getting new body cameras.

Myles travitz I the east carolinian

The cameras turn on by swiping them.

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

ECU will face its first Ameri-
can Athletic Conference road test 
when it travels to Tampa to take 
on the Bulls of South Florida in 
what will be both teams’ second 
league game.

The Bulls enter the game 
sporting a 2-3 record (1-0 AAC) 
and are coming off a 27-10 loss at 
the hands of Wisconsin two weeks 
ago. USF has since had a bye-week 
to prepare for ECU and its high-
powered offense.

“I’d say that [the USF defense] 
is one of the top two or three that 
we’ve faced,” said ECU Offen-
sive Coordinator Lincoln Riley. 
“They were a Top 20 defense last 
year. They’re physical and I think 
they’re one of the top teams in 
the country at forcing turnovers. 
They’ll be one of our biggest chal-
lenges, no question.”

So far this season, the USF 
defense has forced 14 fumbles—
eight of which were recovered—
and have intercepted oppos-
ing quarterbacks four times. Of 
course, it has yet to face early 
Heisman hopeful quarterback 
Shane Carden, who has only 
thrown three interceptions. 

Thanks to a much-improved 
offensive line, Carden has had 
time to make smart, accurate 
throws and the results are 
showing. 

Keeping up with that trend 
will certainly be a point of empha-
sis for the quarterback and his 
coordinator.

“They’ve done a great job in 
creating turnovers so it’s a big 
focus for us this week... taking 
care of the football,” said Carden.

 >   ecu/usf page A7

 >   suspended page A2
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This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Food Lion holds job fair to recruit 
Greenville workers

Food Lion held a job fair yesterday at 
the Hilton Greenville Hotel. The fair was 
to recruit about 100 part-time associate 
positions for 10 of its Greenville stores. 

Available positions include cashiers and 
positions in grocery, deli, produce, perishable 
and quality assurance departments. 

Author Jayne Anne Phillips comes 
to Greenville Museum of Art

Author Jayne Anne Phillips will read from 
her new novel “Quiet Dell” at the Greenville 
Museum of Art at 7:30 p.m. tonight. 

The reading is part of the ECU 
Contemporary Writers Series. Her novels 
address social and historical tensions such 
as war and domestic violence. 

Panhellenic Council announces 
woman of the month

	
ECU’s Panhellenic Council has 

announced Margaret Grace Winston, senior 
elementary education major, to be their 
Woman of the Month for September. 

She is a member of the Tri Sigma sorority, 
where she has served as assistant and head 
recruitment director.
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(Above) Yiannis Bowden, Markel Winters, Curtis Bursston III
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With cold and flu season right 
around the corner, East Carolina 
University Student Health officials 
are preparing for what they hope 
to be a sick-less couple of months.

According to the Center for Dis-
ease Control, cold and flu activity can 
start as early as October and end as 
late as May, with January and Febru-
ary being the most common months 
to contract a virus. 

Ellen Goldberg, associate direc-
tor for Clinical Operations at ECU 
Student Health Services, says that 
although students get sick year-round, 
they are more vulnerable during these 
months for multiple reasons.

“You see the combination of sleep 
and eating and stress, and all of those 
things I think make you more sus-
ceptible in those months as well just 
because your body is not as ready to 
fight off things,” said Goldberg.

Goldberg also attributes the 
increased vulnerability to the fact 
that the cold weather causes stu-
dents to be closer in proximity, 
which allows viruses to travel more 
between people and quickly.

To help prepare for the upcoming 
season, ECU Student Health not only 
provides flu shots for students on 
campus, but they also provide edu-
cation about how to protect yourself 
from getting sick and from aiding in 
the spread of common illnesses.

If students are interested in 
learning more about the cold and 
flu, educational booths will be set 
up around campus in areas such 
as Wright Plaza and West End 
Dining Hall throughout October 
and November.   

 “Really a lot of what we do is 
education, just letting students know 
what they can take, how they can 

make themselves feel better, what 
they need to do to kind of help maybe 
prevent it in the future or to maybe 
help prevent them from spreading 
it to other students,” said Goldberg.

Goldberg says Student Health 
usually gives out approximately 1,100 
to 1,200 shots each year. Although 
this is a strong number, it is one that 
Goldberg hopes will increase.

“I would love to give 10,000 but 
it’s very difficult. There’s a lot of myths 
about the flu shot and there’s a lot of 
people that prefer not to get it, but the 
more people that get it on campus, the 
healthier the campus is as a whole,” 
said Goldberg. “You getting a flu shot 

helps you, but it also helps your room-
mate and it also helps your family that 
you go home to and it extends past 
you if you get a flu shot.”

Nadya Majette-Elliott, Health 
Promotion Specialist, says that 
education about the flu shot is 
vital since there are often negative 
beliefs attached to it, which causes 
many students to neglect getting the 
annual shot.

“We try to let people know that 
that’s not the case, so de-stigmatiz-
ing the flu shot is one of our main 
goals,” said Majette Elliott. Flu 
shots will be given out on a walk-
in basis from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. 

every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday through October and 
November. 

Flu shots are also given out on 
main campus and the health sci-
ences campus for students who are 
not able to make an appointment. 

If students have any questions 
regarding symptoms or how they 
should be treated, they can call 
the 24-hour nurse hotline, visit the 
pharmacy on campus, make an 
appointment or visit the Student 
Health Website.

Courtney Tittus I the east carolinian

Tenisha Morrison, senior photography major, welcomes in the cold and flu season with a sneeze into a clean tissue.

ReAnn Melaga
for the east carolinian

Campus braces for flu bug

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Construction congests Howell
A large-scale construction and renovation 

project on the west side of Howell Science Complex 
that began one month ago is adding to the conges-
tion students face when walking to and from class.

In the period of the past month, a popular route 
extending from Howell to Bate has been cut off, 
forcing student traffic into the already crowded 
Wright annex. 

According to the university’s budgetary plan, 
$9 million was allocated eight years ago to replace 
a corroding and obsolete Heating Ventilating 
And Cooling system facilitating Howell’s many 
laboratories. 

The system failure was most notably recognized 
by the strange odor and steam resonating from the 
ground over the past few years. 

The HVAC unit replacement is one phase of a 
large-scale, multi-step plan the university faculty 
senate discussed back in 2005, according to a uni-
versity budget meeting report. 

With the system renovation, one classroom had 
to be demolished to make way for a more powerful 
unit to take its place and was relocated to a general 
classroom in Flanagan. 

Upon completion of the HVAC replacement, 
the next phase includes expansion of Howell into 
the area where Christenbury Memorial Gym now 
resides and vastly upgrading and modernizing 
the interior design and lab equipment within the 
current complex. 

The upgrade would be similar to the reno-
vations Flanagan received in 2004. During this 
phased renewal, all affected classrooms would be 
relocated to the Science and Technology building 
and Flanagan. 

There is no timetable for when this phase would 
begin, according to the budget minutes. 

Since the accreditation of ECU’s College of 
Engineering and Technology back on April 14, 
strides are being made for rapid expansion in ECU’s 
most rapidly expanding college. 

The expansion and renovation of Howell will 
play an instrumental role in the future success of 
the engineering school. 

Before anything can occur further however, 
the Howell HVAC unit must be replaced and 
functioning. The project should be completed by 
the end of fall semester, according to ECU’s current 
project agenda. 

Michael seegars I the east carolinian

Construction workers fill the area around Howell.

Zachary Elsam
tec Staff

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

The Office of Public 
Service and Community 
Relations at East Carolina 
University is inviting all 
students to take part in the 
2015 Social Entrepreneur-
ship Conference. 

The University of North 
Carolina Education System 
puts on the conference, 
which according to Rebecca 
Cooper, graduate assistant at 
the Office of Public Service 
and Community Relations, 
requires teams of students 
to come up with a social 
entrepreneurship project.

“They [students] need 
to create some sort of 
money-making idea that is 
good for the community or 
the region that does some 
sort of social or public good 
for the region,” said Cooper.

The competition will be 
held in February at North 
Carolina A&T University .

According to Cooper  
each university is allowed 
to send two undergraduate 
teams and two graduate 
teams. 

Undergraduate teams 
receive $3,000 if they place 
first in the competition, 
$2,000 if they place second 
and $1,000 if they place third. 

Graduate teams can win 
up to $5,000 if they place 
first, $3,000 if they place 
second and $1,000 if they 
place third.

Cooper wants ECU stu-
dents to get involved in this 
competition because it gives 
them an opportunity to do 
something for the good of 
the community.

Cooper encourages 
every student to submit 
an idea on ECU’s website 
through the Office of Public 
Service and Community 
Relations webpage. 

“After their ideas are 
submitted, we’re going to 
have the teams attend work-
shops and the workshops 
help to develop a business 
plan,” said Cooper.

        	         	

gram is that our players will be held 
accountable for their actions on and 
off the field, in the classroom and in 
the community,” said McNeill.  “It is 
with this commitment in mind that 
I have suspended these individuals 
indefinitely for their actions that were 
irresponsible and dangerous,” he 
said. “They have acknowledged their 
mistake and now part of our job is to 
help them learn from this situation.” 

Around 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Greenville police officers stopped 
a vehicle containing the players at 
the intersection of 5th Street and 
Brownlea Drive after responding 
to neighbors, who claimed they 
saw three men firing weapons at the 
ground while driving on 3rd Street. 

The officers soon discovered 
the witnesses’ account were cor-
rect and confiscated three BB gun 
pistols in the players’ possession. 

The men were immediately 
taken into custody and released 
later in the day.  While the inten-
tions of the men are still unknown, 
authorities speculate that no 
weapon was aimed at any person.  

For approximately 10 minutes 
following the incident, nearby Wahl-
Coates Elementary School went into 
a lockdown mode for precautionary 
measures until police determined 
that there was no relation between 
the incident and the school. 

The three players are all true 
freshmen and haven’t played in any 

of ECU’s five games this season but 
have participated on the scout team. 
Bowden, 18, hails from Kernersville, 
N.C., while Winters, 19, is from Tal-
lahassee, Fla. Burston, an 19-year-
old Apex, N.C., native, enrolled at 
ECU in January and played with the 
football team during spring drills 
and scrimmages. 

This is the second time this 

season that an off the field incident 
has resulted in a suspension for an 
ECU football player. 

It was announced on Sept. 20 
that senior wide receiver Cam 
Worthy was suspended for two 
games for violating the student 
code of conduct. 

That incident stemmed from a 
verbal disagreement with a fellow 
student over the summer. 

Worthy served his two-game 
suspension and will back in action 
against South Florida on Saturday. 

suspended continued from A1

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

“ Nearby Wahl-
Coates Elementary 
School went into a  
lockdown mode.„

Pirates 
prepare 
project 
for city 
Emily Schultz
tec Staff

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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Cable provider Suddenlink dropped 24 
channels owned by Viacom Inc. last Wednes-
day night after the two were unable to reach 
a deal about a projected fee increase. 

According to Suddenlink, the deci-
sion to drop the channels was made after 
Viacom demanded a 50 percent increase on 
payments, despite the fact that the number 
of viewers on Viacom’s main channels has 
declined in recent years.

“It’s unfortunate we could not reach 
agreement,” Suddenlink spokesman Pete 
Abel told TIME Magazine last week. “But 
we have moved on and are excited about the 
new channels we’re adding and our custom-
ers have told us they would like.”

Earlier this year, excessive payment 
demands led to conflict between Viacom and 
the National Cable Television Cooperative. 
The dispute ended with 60 of the 800 small 
cable companies under contract with the 
National Cable Television Cooperative opting 
not to continue with Viacom programming. 

In a statement to Multichannel News 
last week, Viacom stated that it believes 
the requested increase was fair. Viacom 
explained that its channels account for 
nearly 20 percent of all cable viewing and 
a third of all video on demand viewing by 
Suddenlink customers. 

The dispute has also disturbed those 
who use Suddenlink as an internet provider. 
Viacom has denied these users access to its 
sites to view television episodes online. 

The outage has affected over 1.4 million 
people in 16 states, including North Carolina, 
and many people have not been shy about 
voicing their negative opinions. 

“We used to have a night where we 
would sit and watch our shows for like three 
hours, but now we can’t and we can’t watch 
them online either,” said Ashley Lowe, 
senior nursing major.

Some of Viacom’s most popular chan-
nels include MTV, Vh1, BET, CMT, Comedy 
Central and Nickelodeon. These channels 
have now been replaced with channels like 
the Hallmark Channel, WeTV, OWN, FXX 

and Sprout.
MTV has made multiple posts on their 

Facebook page saying that users are still 
being charged for the MTV channel, even 
though they do not have access to it.

“My television has been on nonstop Net-
flix, since the channels went out,” said Lowe. 
“I’m sure a lot more people will be watching 
Netflix and Amazon Prime now that nothing 
is on TV anymore.”

Being no stranger to carriage battles, 
Viacom has made sure to still place ads 
defending themselves in the eye line of 
Suddenlink customers. An ad placed on 
Facebook that refers to the shows people 
are now missing says “You’re never going to 
catch up now.” 

Viacom also started a website called 
Keep Viacom, where unhappy Suddenlink 
customers can access resources they need to 
voice their complaints to the cable provider.

“We remain committed to reaching a 
deal so that our viewers will 
be able to watch their favor-
ite shows,” Viacom wrote on 

the website.
Suddenlink has also started a website 

called Suddenlink On Your Side for custom-
ers who want to stay updated and get more 
information about the cable provider’s side 
of the dispute. 

Suddenlink drops popular Viacom channels
Kelsey Padgett
for the east carolinian

“My  television has been on 
nonstop Netflix since the 

channels went out
-Ashley Lowe

„

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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On Tuesday  night, Senator Kay Hagan and NC 
House Speaker Thom Tillis went head to head in 
another debate. Records were attacked, mistakes 
were made and the two candidates defended their 
positions to the citizens North Carolina. However, 
it was made very clear that Sen. Hagan is the right 
choice for North Carolina. Hagan has bipartisan, 
common sense solutions to our country’s prob-

lems while Tillis wants to continue his brutally 
extreme Republican agenda at a national level. 

	 Hagan is the most moderate senator according to the National Jour-
nal. She fights for every citizen of North Carolina, not just the wealthy. She 
says “North Carolina is the state where the weak grow strong and the strong 
grow great.” Tillis on the other hand believes that only the strong should 
grow great.  He led the NC General Assembly as they cut taxes on million-
aires and billionaires and added a meal plan tax to students. Tillis supports 
cutting the Environmental Protection Agency, while we face massive global 
climate change. Tillis is too extreme for North Carolina and for the country. 
	 Kay Hagan has been the senator from North Carolina for six years. In 
that short time she has fought for clean water at Camp Lejeune, with the 
help of the Republican Senator from North Carolina Richard Burr. She 
supported the bipartisan “gang of eight” immigration reform bill, which 
would have helped seal our borders while reforming the immigration 
process.  She understands that the Affordable Care Act has flaws and 
needs to be fixed, but she wants to make sure young people can stay on 

their parents insurance until they are 26, that rates aren’t increased due 
to preexisting conditions and that women receive birth control.  

Thom Tillis has been the NC Speaker of the House since 2011.  In that 
time he has cut $500 million from public education which has led to 
larger class sizes, fewer teachers and fewer textbooks. Tillis has defunded 
Planned Parenthood, making it more difficult for women to receive the 
healthcare they need.  Tillis wants to entirely remove the minimum wage, 
which he has called “dangerous.”  He killed an equal pay measure, showing 
his extreme belief that women are worth 82 cents on the dollar compared 
to men.  During Tuesday’s debate he specifically used a male pronoun to 
refer to a “boss.”  Tillis also believes the Supreme Court should not make 
a decision on North Carolina’s Amendment One, which restricted the 
definition of marriage to one man and one women, and believes it should 
remain the law of North Carolina, hurting families.

It’s clear.  Tillis is too extreme for North Carolina and the country.  He 
only cares about his wealthy friends.  Senator Hagan is the right choice 
for everyone.  As a bipartisan, common sense senator, she will fight for 
every North Carolinian, young or old, male or female, straight or LGBT, 
white or black.  Hagan wants everyone to have the chance to grow both 
strong and great, Tillis only wants himself and those like him to grow at all.

Hagan proves to be moderate choice

Kathleen Daniels
tec columnist

Kathleen Daniels is a senior majoring in anthropology 
and political science and is a TEC columnist. To 

contact her, email opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

Students living at Greene Residence Hall have noticed 
male visitors staying past the curfew hour and using 
women’s bathrooms instead of the male’s bathroom on 
the first floor. 

With so many people living on dorm halls, there will 
almost always be a girl in the shower or using the rest-
room, and it becomes a violation of gender privacy if the 
girl residents have to worry about a guy walking in while 
they could possibly be in a towel or sleepwear. 

Most of the showers in the dorm restrooms have an 
open inch from the shower door to its stall and that only 

takes away more privacy from residents who are trying 
to shower. 

We as an editorial staff believe that if this is a known 
problem at the residence hall, then action should immedi-
ately be taken to ensure that residents can feel comfortable 
in their home away from home. 

Visitors who come to the dorm should have to get a 
pass or sign in each time they visit so that the curfew is 
upheld and punishments should be handed out to those 
who incorrectly use the opposite gender bathrooms.

Visitor curfews in 
every ECU dorm 
should be enforced

Clearly no matter where on 
10th Street you are crossing 
it is like playing frogger. 
Smh.

I graduated in May and 
I’m stuck in Chapel Hill all 
week for training. You best 
believe I’m sporting my ECU 
gear all around campus! 
#foreveraPirate
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FOOTBALL!!! PIRATES!!

$9 for a salad on AHS 
campus is OUTRAGEOUS!!! 
We are NOT rich!

Is it Starfished or 
Starf**ked?

Abs are cool and all, but 
have you tried craft beer?

Can I please get a class 
on the first floor for once? 
Sincerely, An out of shape 
senior

To all hot females on 
campus: your oversized 
t-shirts don’t fool me!

Disappointed seeing all 
the purple leaving the 
game early. If the Pirates 
are playing you should be 
watching. Support your 
team!

Yes, I am wearing a dress. 
No, it didn’t take me an 
hour to get ready. Maybe 
try a dress instead of your 
boring leggings and t-shirt.

When are women going to 
start backing up one another 
instead of bringing each 
other down?

Can I just graduate or nah?!

I’ll admit my girlfriend has 
me whipped.

This girl that sits beside me 
in my science class makes 
me want to chop my ears off 
just so I don’t have to listen 
to her ignorance anymore.

Yoga pants, Uggs and 
Northface jackets are on the 
rise. I love Autumn!

Badger girls at an ECU 
game? That’s most 
ridiculous.

Notice to all ECU students 
too stupid to understand 
pictures: When you see a 
red hand that is not blinking 
while you are crossing 10th 
Street you do not have the 
right of way and will not 
receive benefits if hit, only 
death.

I love kids, I really do... but 
can’t I just eat my Panda 
Express in peace? Control 
your child!

Seriously though, did 
anyone else think that the 
pirate rant issue from last 
week was blown out of 
proportion?!?!?!

Joyner Starbucks employees 
are SO rude! It’s not my fault 
you hate your job. 

Dear girl sitting next to me 
in the library, it’s RUDE to 
talk loudly on your phone 
when someone is trying to 
do homework. GET SOME 
MANNERS. 

I second that panel 
discussion about the campus 
food! It’s so bad that I 
started craving vegetables for 
a week straight. 

Pollresults
Should residence halls 
have curfew policies? 

Visit theeastcarolinian.com 
to vote.

Pollquestion
Do you think guns 

should be allowed at the 
NC State Fair?

Yes - 24%
No - 76%

Dan Hunt
TEC STAFF

Congratulations to the ECU Pirates, most notably 
the Pirate Club. Seriously folks, Pirate Nation is really 
stretching its borders Manifest Destiny-style and south-
ern Florida seems to be the latest region to surrender.

Last week, the students of South Florida (USF) con-
ceded defeat at first sight of the jolly roger-clad sails by 
deciding to invest in purple student section t-shirts. It’s 
the Bulls’ Homecoming this week, and the event council 

decided that the visiting Pirates should feel right at home 
as well. The Homecoming council proved its unbridled support by investing 
$5,600 for 1,200 purple shirts.

In an obvious cover-up attempt for USF’s acceptance of defeat, Center 
for Student Involvement Director Monica Miranda stated, “It’s a student 
committee. They didn’t realize purple was the color of the opposing school.”

Initial Pirate victory in Tampa Bay came without native hostility, but 
this week, a small rebel uprising made its presence felt on ECUTB’s (East 
Carolina University at Tampa Bay) campus. 

The nationalists responded to the Pirate takeover by investing an addi-
tional $4,200 towards green t-shirts because green and gold were the colors 
of the university formerly known as South Florida.

“It is Homecoming, come on; we should root for the right team,” said 
sophomore USF loyalist Claudia Garrett. “Next time, we should look at 
what team we’re playing.”

Pirate leader Ruffin McNeill views the rebel opposition as hostile and 
confirmed that he will be set for battle on Saturday around 7 p.m.

I would advise the rest of the American Athletic Conference to follow 
USF’s lead or face impending doom because Pirate Fever is spreading faster 
than Ebola, and there is no cure. 

We have already contacted Temple about playing Purple Haze before 
the game in Philadelphia and Cincinnati has confirmed it will change its 
mascot from a Bearcat to PeeDee’s Parrot.

On behalf of Pirate Nation, thank you South Florida for welcoming your 
inevitable defeat with such open arms. You’ve set a fantastic example for 
the rest of the league. 

ECU opens new campus

Dan Hunt is a senior majoring in English and is the 
Sports Editor. To contact her, email opinion@theeast-

carolinian.com.

Contributed by The Oracle 

The purple t-shirts cost the USF Homecoming council $5,600 in student fees. 
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Brain teasers

COMICS

Log onto theeastcarolinian.com to submit your own Rants.mit your owownn RRa tnts.

Your advertisement 
could be here

contact: ads@theeastcarolinian.com

FOR RENT
1 and 2 bedroom apartments are 
available at River Bank North, 
which is located on the water-
front. Included are heat, water/
sewer, Internet, and hardwood 
floors. For more information 
please call 252-364-1476.

House for rent! Winterville 
address in a quiet subdivision. 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, fully 
equipped kitchen, full-size 
washer and dryer, private walk 
out patio. If interested, call 
Gerald at 203-895-5776.

HELP WANTED
Habilitation, Developmental 
Therapy Technicians and Certi-
fied Nursing Assistants needed 
in Greenville and surrounding 
areas to care for Intellectually/

Developmentally Disabled indi-
viduals. Good pay and flexible 
hours available. Please apply 
online or in person at 903 E. 
Arlington Blvd Greenville, NC 
27858 www.pinnhomecare.com

Greenville Recreation & Parks 
Department is recruiting youth 
basketball referees and score-
keepers for the winter basket-
ball program for ages 5-18.   
Applicants must possess a 
good knowledge of basketball 
rules and have the ability and 
patience to work with youth.   
Duties include but are not lim-
ited to: refereeing, scorekeep-
ing, setting up for practices and 
games, and ensuring proper 
care of program and facilities.  
Hours are 5:00-9:00pm Mon-
day-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm 
Saturdays, and occasionally 
some Sunday afternoons. Flex-

ible hours according to class 
schedules.   This program will 
run from November 17 – late 
February; games will begin 
mid-January.  Referees will be 
paid $12/game and scorekeep-
ers will be paid $8.00 an hour. 
For more information, please 
contact the Athletic Office 
at 252-329-4550, Monday 
through Friday, 12:00-7:00pm.  
To apply, please visit www.
greenvillenc.gov.   Applica-
tions accepted until Monday, 
October 20.

Retired professor of Afri-
can American history seeks 
part-time administrative 
assistant. Location: Win-
terville. $10-$12/hr. Email 
cover letter and resume to 
j_e_bartlett@yahoo.com. 
Graduate student preferred.

SERVICES
The ONLY DJ you will ever need for 
any event is here!!! JhAy Hart, aka 
Mr. International is back and ready 
to SET IT OFF for your next private 
party of club event! Call 252-
481-1989 or visit www.jhayhart.
com and listen to our online radio 
station or follow me @ijhayhart 
and I’LL FIRE THAT LOUD!!!

OTHER
Plato’s Closet pays CA$H for 
gently used casual trendy teen 
and young adult clothing and 
accessories. No appointment. 
Guys and girls bring clean items 
in containers.

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED 
PROPERTY. The East Carolina 
University Police Department 
gives notice that certain items 

of unclaimed property have 
been in possession of the police 
department for over 180 days. 
These items were found, con-
fiscated or seized during lawful 
investigations and included 
various types of property such 
as but not limited to scooters, 
skateboards, documents, duffel 
bags/book bags, suitcases, keys, 
wallets/purses, electronics, car 
stereo equipment, clothing, 
power/hand tools, home décor, 
home improvement items, U.S. 
currency and bicycles.   Some 
matters concern property in 
which the case has been dis-
posed of in the judicial system 
and the property is no longer 
considered evidence in this 
matter. Persons who may be 
entitled thereof are required by 
law to make such a claim within 
(30) days of this notice.  Owners 
may contact the ECU Police 

Department at (252) 737-2626 
or (252) 328-6787 or in person 
at 609 East 10th Street, Green-
ville, NC.  A description of the 
property along with the serial 
number or reasonable proof of 
ownership will need to be pro-
vided in order to claim property.  
After (30) days, the property will 
be administratively forfeited 
and disposed of according to 
law.   Property items of value 
that remain unclaimed will be 
turned over for auction to Prop-
erty.room.com, all bicycles not 
claimed will be donated to non-
profit charities and all remain-
ing items will be destroyed. 
References:  N.C.G.S. 15-11.1, 
N.C.G.S. 15-12 through 15-16. 
First Date of Notice: October 
9, 2014. Last Date of Claim: 
November 9, 2014.

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2014 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Level: 1 2 3 4

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 9, 2014

ACROSS
1 Kid-lit classic “__,

Plain and Tall”
6 Dust Bowl

refugees
11 Part of many a

texting request
14 Unborn, after “in”
15 “It’s a Wonderful

Life” director
16 Pitcher rim
17 *Tricky puzzle
19 Tenn. neighbor
20 Commuter’s woe
21 Astronomy :

Urania :: 
poetry : __

22 Basic chord
24 City between Paris

and Marseille
25 “Just this time ...”
27 Mensa

membership
consideration,
perhaps

30 Most plucky
31 Myanmar, formerly
32 SeaWorld

attraction
33 Stonestreet of

“Modern Family”
36 Actress

Wasikowska
37 *“Let me give it a

shot?”
40 __ Today
41 Essentially fat-

free
43 Credit report blot
44 Film with dusty

streets, typically
46 Seconds flat
48 Eight dry gallons
49 “Hiya!”
51 Genesis creator
52 Pasture measures
53 User’s shortcut
55 Meditation

beginning?
58 Marine pronoun
59 *Historic route

west
62 Noir hero
63 Large jazz combo
64 Tourist __
65 Origin of an egg-

shaped spaceship
66 Locations
67 Praise

DOWN
1 Alg. or geog.
2 Razor brand
3 20 quires

4 First name in
shipping

5 Bee’s nectar
reservoir

6 Vast expanse
7 Longtime pitcher

Jim with the
nickname “Kitty”

8 By its very
nature, in law

9 Afore
10 “Being and

Nothingness”
philosopher

11 *Unvarnished
facts

12 Fragrant bloom
13 Fictional falcon

seeker
18 Relaxed pace
23 Left the runway
24 Apollo lander,

briefly
26 General Bradley
27 AT and PS/2

computers
28 Nestlé __
29 Calamity, and

what’s literally
hidden in the
answers to
starred clues

30 Complain
32 “Be right with

you”

34 “Ah! Say no more”
35 Poet Sandburg
38 Like New

Mexico’s climate,
largely

39 “Darned if I
know!”

42 Style
45 Cool-cucumber

link
47 Poultry magnate

John et al.
48 Alpine capital

49 Must
50 Yellowish

pigment
51 Highland Games

participants
54 “A Death in the

Family” author
55 Agreement
56 Wealthy, in Juárez
57 Ben Gurion

airline
60 King at Versailles
61 King in old Rome

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
By Robert E. Lee Morris 10/9/14

©2014 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 10/9/14
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Brent Koehler

TEC Cartoonist



With 18 collegiate games 
under his belt, sophomore Isaiah 
Jones has established himself as 
one of senior quarterback Shane 
Carden’s favorite targets.

In No. 19 ECU’s win over 
Southern Methodist last Saturday, 
the 6-foot-1, 186-pound receiver 
gathered a team-high nine catches 
for 130 yards and a touchdown 
and his performance at the “H” 
inside receiver slot opposite senior 
Justin Hardy has played a sizable 
part in the Pirates’ offensive suc-
cess and four wins.

 Jones leads the team with 38 
receptions this season and has 
453 yards and four touchdowns 
to boot.

“Isaiah is a warrior,” said ECU 
Head Coach Ruffin McNeill. 
“(Jones) is a leader from day one 
and a competitor. I’m glad he’s 
on our team because he gives us 
great flexibility. He understands 
all four of the wide out positions 
in this offense and all four are 
totally different.” 

Growing up into a family of 
athletes, the Austin, Texas, native 
was exposed to the gridiron at a 
young age. 

His father, Robert, is a three-
time Super Bowl champion with 
the Dallas Cowboys as well as 
the most decorated linebacker 
in Pirate history. He was a con-
sensus All-American co-captain 
of the 1991 ECU team that went 
11-1 and won the Peach Bowl. 
His teammate, star quarterback 
Jeff Blake, went on to join him 
in the NFL and later became his 
brother-in-law. 

Isaiah’s cousin, Emory Blake, 

caught a touchdown pass for 
the Auburn Tigers in their 2011 
national championship win over 
Oregon before signing with the 
St. Louis Rams for a stint. Emory’s 
sister, Torre, is a junior at ECU and 
a member of the volleyball team. 

Cayleb Jones, Isaiah’s brother, 
plays as a redshirt sophomore 
with No. 10 Arizona, leading the 
Wildcats with 32 receptions for 
525 yards and six touchdowns. 
For Isaiah, being able to watch his 
older sibling’s success is a dream 
come true. 

“Seeing him progress and do 
so well is motivation for me. It 
doesn’t get any better than this,” 

said Isaiah Jones. “He gets to 
watch me play; I get to watch him 
play. We feed off each other.”

Jones’ important role with the 
Pirates was never promised but 

rather came as a result of hard 
work. Despite being a stand-
out player at Stephen F. Austin 
High School due to his receiv-
ing, returning and passing skills, 

Jones wasn’t highly recruited by 
universities. Thankfully, the ECU 
coaching staff gave him a shot.

“I knew of Isaiah and Ruff 
knew him through Robert and 
Maneesha (Isaiah’s mother),” said 
Offensive Coordinator Lincoln 
Riley. “We got some film and 
thought he was good enough and 
knew he was the kind of kid we 
wanted in the program. He was 
never wide eyed coming in here 
like a lot of freshmen are.”

Aside from his coaches, 
Jones’ teammates deeply admire 
what he’s been able to do in a 
short time amidst such a deep 
receiving core. 

“He’s a student of the game,” 
said Hardy. “He’s a coachable kid 
and tries to outdo his self everyday.” 

Some comparisons have been 
drawn between Jones and Hardy 
based on their route running, 
reliable hands and dedication to 
practice.

 “They’re both guys who 
came in and worked their tail 
off when they were young,” said 
Carden. “They stay after and 
catch balls and always do extra 
work in the summer.” 

Ultimately, Jones feels that 
carrying on his family’s legacy at 
ECU is what he is supposed to do. 

“I don’t hold anything against 
any other college, but this is the 
only college that I feel that I 
should be playing at and want to 
play at,” he said. “It’s so great to 
be a wide receiver in this system. 
It’s explosive, fast, high tempo—

what you want in an offense. I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.”
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rrTakeaways online

Follow us on Twitter,
@TEC_Sports for ECU 

sports coverage.

www.theeastcarolinian.com

       Ronnie Moore

@RonnieMooreBass

Who Wins? ECU, 38-21
Why? Marlon Mack is the sec-
ond best running back ECU has 
faced this season. But the Pirates 

should be able to contain him 
with their solid run defense.

             Josh Graham           

   @_JoshDGraham

Who Wins? ECU, 31-17
Why? Unless Marlon Mack has 
a big night and USF controls the 

clock, the Pirates should have few 
problems with the Bulls.

Dan Hunt

@DanHunt

Who Wins? ECU, 38-20
Why? USF will try to run the 
ball and control the clock. 
ECU’s offense needs to focus 
on rhythm. Pirates have the 

better football team. 

Brian Wudkwych

@brianwudkwych

Who Wins? ECU, 35-17
Why? The Pirates are playing 
one of the best defenses they 
will see all year. Still, Carden 

and company should be able to 
take care of business.

Jesse Deal

@jessedeal

Who Wins? ECU, 34-17
Why? With Cam Worthy 

back in the mix on offense, 
the Pirates should have no 

problem cruising along to a 
fifth victory in this road game.

TECsperts' The East Carolinian Sports’ experts 
predict this weekend’s football game

MEN’S GOLF

The Pirates finished third in the 
Wolfpack Intercollegiate Tuesday. 
ECU has finished in the top three in 
every tournament this season.

WOMEN’S GOLF

ECU junior Frida Gustafsson Spang 
was named AAC Golfer-of-the-
Month.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

ECU lost to Cincinnati on Friday, 
3-0 to drop its overall record to 
7-4-1.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

The Lady Pirates won at Hous-
ton, 3-2 Sunday to advance their 
record to 8-5 on the season.

FOOTBALL

Three ECU football players suspended 
indefinitely following a BB gun 
citation.

CAROLINA PANTHERS

The Panthers beat the Chicago Bears 
Sunday, 31-24. Carolina advanced to 
3-2 on the year.

Isaiah Jones this season
Stat 

Category
Team
RankStat 

Catches
Receiving

Yards
TD’s

38 1st
2nd

Tie - 2nd
453

4

michael seegars I the east carolinian

Isaiah Jones (7) makes a leaping catch in the end zone against SMU. The sophomore has scored four times this year.

Receiver making his mark
Jesse Deal
tec Staff

Legacy Pirate living up to lofty standards set by father

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

ILLUSTRATION BY MONIKA GLOWACKA

Saturday 10/11Thursday 10/9 Friday 10/10
(Away) Football

South Florida

7 p.m.

Friday 10/10 cont.

Men’s Golf

Rod Myers Invitational 
in Durham Final Round

All day

Sunday 10/12

CALENDAR

(Away) Women’s 
Soccer

Tulsa

8 p.m.

Women’s Tennis

Bulldog Tennis Classic
(Athens, Ga.)

All day

Women’s Volleyball

South Florida

7 p.m.



Non-conference 
strength of schedule 
can make or break a 
team on the bubble of 
cracking the NCAA 
basketball tournament, 
but the Pirates’ men’s 
basketball schedule is 
doing no favors.

Beyond the Dec. 6 
matchup with in-state opponent North Caro-
lina, the Pirates’ toughest non-conference 
test will come against Green Bay in the Gulf 
Coast Showcase. There is a possibility that 
the Pirates’ could face Florida Gulf Coast or 
Hawaii in the tournament to serve as another 
tough test. However, a glance at the other 
nine non-conference games is an array of 
underwhelming programs.

In the Pirates’ first three games of the 
season, only one Division I program will be 
in the mix. Division III North Carolina Wes-
leyan will open up the season while Virginia 
University at Lynchburg—a non-NCAA 
member—will come in after a game against 
University of North Carolina at Asheville.

Of the nine Division I teams set on ECU’s 
schedule, only three boasted winning records 
a year ago (UNC-A, Green Bay, UNC).

Just how important is playing “power 
five” conference teams in non-conference 
for bubble teams? 

The answer is simple: very.
Take three at-large teams for last sea-

son’s NCAA tournament from “non-power 
five” conferences—fourth-seed San Diego 
State, ninth-seed George Washington and 
tenth-seed BYU. San Diego State, already a 
reputable team in college basketball, played 
four “power five” conference schools in non-
conference play. George Washington played a 
staggering seven “power five” teams and kept 
their head above water before hitting confer-
ence play. Lastly, BYU faced five “power five” 
schools along with Wichita State and UMass 
in the midst of ranked seasons.

Of those teams, George Washington 
likely plays the most grueling conference 
schedule with the likes of VCU, UMass and 
St. Louis playing in the Atlantic-10. With 
a top-heavy conference like the American 
Conference, there is room for ECU to add 
tougher opponents.

Tulsa and Tulane will also be entering 
their first seasons in the AAC, but both 

boast much stronger non-conference sched-
ules. The Hurricanes feature three “power 
five” teams on their schedule along with a 
matchup with recent powerhouse, Wichita 
State. The Green Wave also play five “power 
five” schools, including a game at St. John’s 
just four days before traveling to Greenville 
to face the Pirates.

The Pirates’ will be facing a conference 
schedule like they’ve never seen before with 
the likes of defending national champion 
UConn and tournament teams Cincinnati 
and Memphis, but non-conference sched-
uling is key to build a reputable program. 
Recruits like flashy things, as does any 
17-year-old and one power conference team 
a year may not do the trick anymore.

Take a page from the football program’s 
book. Playing major football schools like 
South Carolina, Virginia Tech, UNC and NC 
State has helped in landing high-level recruits. 

A few years down the line, a shot at 
cracking the top 25 (or an NCAA tourna-
ment berth) is not out of the picture.

To be considered with the best, you have 
to play the best. Of course this is cliché, but 
it is the reality of college sports. 

For now, the Pirates will have to take 
advantage of the schedule they have and 
the handful of games against nationally 
recognized teams.
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3700A S Memorial, Greenville, NC 27834 
252-717-8166 

(Next to Food Lion across from Bojangles) 

Corey Keenan
tec Staff

Reconsidering scheduling

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Non-conference basketball slate is lacking intrigue

Getting to the quarterback has also been 
something that the USF defense has had suc-
cess in. It has registered 11 sacks this season 
and its matchup with ECU’s offensive line-
men could be something to keep an eye as 
the game progresses. 

“We’ll probably see a little less blitzing than 
what we’ve seen on film,” said Carden. “You’ve 
got to be ready, go in with your own game plan 
and just adjust to what they’re doing.”

Carden and company will benefit from 
the welcomed return of senior receiver Cam 
Worthy, who just finished serving his two-
game suspension. Despite playing in only 
three games, Worthy has amassed 302 receiv-
ing yards and adds another deep-ball threat 
that will only add to the already dynamic 
ECU offense. 

“Cam coming back is a big threat,” said 
fellow receiver Justin Hardy. “We have a lot 
of talent at the receiver position and nobody 
is going to get double coverage so we’re glad 
to be getting Cam back.”

ECU has never posted a victory over the 
Bulls and one week removed from playing 

in their own homecoming game, the Pirates 
will be aiming to spoil USF’s homecoming. 

If recent history is any indication, ECU 
shouldn’t be seeing too hostile of a crowd. 
USF is averaging 29,137 fans per game so 
far this season, which is far less than the 
numbers the Pirates typically see at Dowdy-
Ficklen Stadium on Saturdays. 

“It’s going to be a lot different of an atmo-
sphere than it is here in Dowdy,” said Carden. 
“It’s one of those things where you just have 
to worry about on the field. You can’t control 
anything about the stadium or how many 
people are there. It’s going to make things 
easier on us communicating wise.”

The Pirates will be aiming to pick up their 
fourth straight victory on Saturday in what 
will be a nationally televised game that can be 
seen on ESPNU. Kickoff is slated for 7 p.m.

ECU/USF continued from A1

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

11/14/14
11/16/14
11/20/14
11/24/14
11/25/14
11/26/14
11/30/14
12/03/14
12/07/14
12/13/14
12/20/14
12/22/14
12/28/14

vs. North Carolina Wesleyan Greenville, N.C.
Greenville, N.C.
Greenville, N.C.

Greenville, N.C.

Greenville, N.C.
Wilmington, N.C.
Greenville, N.C.
Greenville, N.C.

Chapel Hill, N.C.
Boca Raton, Fla.

Estero, Fla.
Estero, Fla.
Estero, Fla.

vs. UNC Asheville 
vs. Virginia University at Lynchburg 

vs. Green Bay 
Evansville or Fresno State

Finals 
vs. Central Conneticut

at Florida Atlantic 
at North Carolina
vs. James Madison

at UNC-Wilmington 
vs. Florida A&M

vs. UNC Greensboro 

7:00 p.m. ET
2:00 p.m. ET
7:00 p.m. ET

12:00 p.m. ET
TBA
TBA

2:00 p.m. ET
7:00 p.m. ET
3:00 p.m. ET
5:00 p.m. ET

TBA
7:00 p.m. ET
2:00 p.m. ET

ILLUSTRATION BY MONIKA GLOWACKA

ECU Basketball Non-conference Schedule

= Golf Coast Showcase
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The ECU men’s golf team finished in 
third place at the Wolfpack Intercollegiate 
Tournament Tuesday on N.C. State’s Centen-
nial Campus. 

The Pirates racked in a third round score 
of 4-over shooting a score of 288 as a team. 
The Pirates finished in third place with a 
54-hole score of 11-over par shooting an 863 
collectively. Host N.C. State won the tourna-
ment, shooting 6-under par 846. East Tennes-
see State came in second shooting 3-over 855. 

ECU finished ahead of 14 other schools 
including Boston College, Seton Hall, George 
Washington and fellow American Athletic 

Conference member Temple. 
Junior Wes Conover finished the in third 

place shooting a Pirate-best 69 in the tourna-
ment’s final round. Conover finished shooting 
4-under 209, one stoke behind the leader. This 
is Conover’s third consecutive tournament 
finishing in the top-6. 

Conover, however still thinks he could 
have done better.

“Of course I’m really happy,” said 
Conover. “But I need to try to be more 
aggressive on the greens and make more of 
my putts.”

ECU Head Golf Coach Press McPhaul 
said Conover’s play was essential for the team. 

“It was really important, he had another 
top five finish,” said McPhaul. “When one 

of your team’s four scorers on the tourna-
ment does that well, of course it’s going to 
help the team.” 

The Pirates have finished in the top three of 
all three tournaments that they have competed 
in this year, including starting out the season 
with back-to-back second place finishes at the 
Tar Heel Intercollegiate and the Rees Jones 
Invitational. 

Although the Pirates have been fairing 
well so far this season, Coach McPhaul still 
thinks there are things to improve on. 

“We did not play poorly,” he said. “We didn’t 
play to our capabilities [this week] however. We 
want to play with a higher degree of confidence, 
which in golf does not mean aggressive.”

George Kilgore helped the Pirates by finish-

ing the tournament tied for 15th after shooting 
3-over par 216. Kilgore posted three bogeys on 
the back nine Tuesday to drop to 2-over on the 
final day. Jacob Hicks tied for 27th place and 
finished the tournament 7-over shooting a 220, 
including a 5-over 76 on the third round.

Freshman Tm Conover tied for 31st, shoot-
ing an 8-over par 221. Senior Al Dickens shot 
a disappointing 10-over 223 to finish tied for 
37th. Josh Chandler finished last on the Pirates 
shooting an 11-over par 224 to finish 41st. 

ECU will compete again this weekend on 
Saturday and Sunday at the Rod Myers Invita-
tional in Durham, N.C., at the Duke Gold Club. 

Redshirt junior forward, Jada 
Payne, is looking to make some noise 
this year in the American Athletic 
Conference after leading the East 
Carolina University Women’s Basket-
ball Team in scoring and rebounding 
last season.

“As far as personal goals, I want 
to win a championship,” Payne said. 
“That’s at the top of my list, as I’m sure 
it is for the rest of the team.”

Payne started in all 31 games for 
the Pirates as a redshirt sophomore. 
She finished the season last year with 
569 points and 231 boards, averaging 
18.4 points and 7.5 rebounds per game.

Her point total was sixth most in a 
single season in program history and 
her points per game average ranked 
ninth. Payne also led the team in 
free throw percentage at .843 (103-
of-127).

 With ECU in its first year of the 
American Athletic Conference, every-
one is waiting to see how the Lady 
Pirates handle their new conference 

opponents, including the women’s 
basketball powerhouse: University of 
Connecticut.  

Payne is well aware that in order to 
reach her goal of winning a champion-
ship, the team has to be one cohesive 
unit.  Fortunately ECU’s starting five 
players all returned this season includ-
ing redshirt senior, Abria Trice.

Trice was the Lady Pirates 
second leading scorer last year, 
behind Payne. Trice finished last 
season with 471 points and 150 
boards, averaging 15.2 point and 
4.8 rebounds per game.

“Her (Trice) and I are incredibly 
close,” said Payne. “We’re like sisters. 
We spend almost every minute of 
everyday together, and we share the 
same vision for the team.”

In addition to the Lady Pirates’ 
starting five returning this season, 
the team has ten new additions from 
schools all across the country.

“I try to set an example for all of 
the new players and help coach them 
when I can,” said Payne. “I try to be as 
supportive and encouraging as I can. 

I take my role on this team seriously 
and I try to do whatever I can to put 
us in the best position to win.”

Before transferring to ECU in 
2012, the Hickory native played for La 
Salle University. There she was named 
to the Atlantic 10 all rookie team, two-
time Atlantic 10 Rookie of the week 
and team Rookie of the Year.

Last season Payne was named to 
the All Conference-USA First Team, 
North Carolina Collegiate Sports 
Information Association and ECU’s 
Outstanding Athlete of the Year.

“I try to take something positive 
from any experience I have,” said 
Payne. “That being said, I will say that 
I do love it here. I love ECU. I wouldn’t 
want it any other way. I think I’m here 
for a reason.”

When asked about how she wants 
her time here to be remembered Payne 
said it short and sweet; “I want to go 
out a champion, anything else is icing 
on the cake.”

Golf finishes third out of 17

Payne looking to impact AAC

Adam Decker
for the east carolinian

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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Jada Payne (23) dribbles upcourt in a 2013-14 Conference USA matchup.

Rev Blanquicet
tec Staff

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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