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baseball clawed back in three games 
this weekend. Turn to sports to read 
about all the comeback action. a8

Turn to Lifestyles to learn more 
about the allergies that are attacking 
students!  a6

if none of my pirate rants get 
published, i’m going to be mad, and 
then rant about it. a4
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Roommate law
could change

ryan harper | The easT CarolInIan

Kelly Watson, Louis Cameron, Josh Martinkovic and Carly Terrier go over papers in the Student Government Association office in Mendenhall Student Center.

Chelsea GunTer | The easT CarolInIan

Junior middle grade education major Megan French sits at the dinner table 
doing homework while her roommate, Hannah Ross, washes dishes.
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After	much	controversy	during	SGA	elections	
last	year,	 changes	have	been	made	 in	hopes	of	
complete	clarity	and	fairness.

The	elections	timeline	has	been	changed	in	
order	 to	 increase	participation	 from	students.	
Candidates	filing	for	executive	branch	and	senate	
seats	started	on	March	14	and	will	continue	until	
today	at	5	p.m.	Candidates	must	complete	 the	
Elections	Filing	packet	and	turn	it	in	no	later	than	
this	deadline.	As	of	Friday,	about	40	packets	were	
picked	up	by	students	interested	in	running	for	
the	26	available	positions.	A	new	implication	by	

Brennon	Morton,	elections	committee	chairman,	
is	 that	 an	 elections	 committee	 member	 must	
be	present	to	accept	the	filing	packet,	to	ensure	
completion	and	to	answer	any	last	questions.	

“The	new	changes	in	the	elections	process	will	
bring	a	new	perspective.	The	old	way	hindered	
the	student’s	involvement	in	SGA,”	said	Chelsea	
Roach,	SGA	secretary.	

Candidates	are	allowed	to	start	campaigning	
today	after	the	mandatory	compulsory	meeting	
at	7	p.m.	in	Bate	1032.	The	meeting	is	required	
for	all	candidates	and	if	they	cannot	make	it,	they	
must	have	a	representative	present	for	them.	The	
representative	may	not	take	the	picture	for	the	
candidate	that	will	be	used	during	the	elections.	

SGA	is	also	adding	a	debate	for	the	executive	
branch	candidates	into	the	elections	this	year.	The	
debate	will	be	on	April	2	at	6	p.m.	on	Mendenhall	
Brickyard.	Morton	hopes	that	many	students	will	
gain	expectations	of	what	 the	candidates	want	
and	get	a	good	idea	of	what	the	candidates	stand	
for.	The	committee	made	the	decision	to	hold	the	
debate	outside	so	that	many	people	will	be	able	
to	listen	to	the	candidate’s	answers.	

Justin	 Davis,	 SGA	 treasurer,	 said	 that	 the	
elections	process	 is	much	 improved	and	more	
specific.	 “There	 is	 less	chance	 for	meaningless	

abbey way 
sTaff WrITer

The	city	ordinance	that	states	no	
more	than	three	unrelated	persons	
can	 live	 in	 a	 house	 together	 may	
change	depending	on	the	vote	of	the	
city	council.	

“During	our	council	meeting	on	
Thursday,	it	became	an	action	item	
under	 the	 topic	 of	 neighborhood	
preservation,	 which	 is	 really	 con-

trary,	but	that	is	what	council	voted	
to	do,”	said	Marion	Blackburn,	a	city	
council	member	who	was	one	of	two	
members	who	opposed	the	decision.	
“When	you	have	more	 than	 three,	
you	become	a	boarding	house	and	it	
becomes	harmful	to	neighborhoods	
and	is	not	good	for	students	because	

caitlin hunnicutt 
sTaff WrITer 

The	 State	 Board	 of	 Education	
approved	the	North	Carolina	New	
School’s	 Project’s	 Science,	 Tech-
nology,	 Engineering	 (STEP)	 and	
Math	Teacher	Education	Program,	
a	lateral-entry	teacher	certification	
program.

The	program	is	supported	by	the	
federal	Transitions	to	Teaching	grant	
that	 encourages	 non-traditional	
teacher	 education	 programs,	 and	
seeks	out	highly	trained	profession-
als	in	math	and	education	to	become	
teachers	in	that	field	in	the	state	of	
North	Carolina,	according	to	a	press	
release	 from	 the	 North	 Carolina	
New	Schools	Project.

“My	 opinion	 is	 that	 this	 is	 a	
necessary	evil,”	said	Michael	Bossé,	
math	education	coordinator	for	the	
university.	 “We	 desperately	 need	
teachers	 and	 this	 is	 one	 way	 for	
professionals	to	get	into	the	job	field.	
Some	of	these	people	are	excellent	
professionals	who	 just	need	 some	
course	work	and	background.”

The	NCNSP	 is	one	of	30	pro-
grams	 nationwide	 that	 received	
the	 federal	 grant	 in	 mid-January.	
Candidates	 for	 the	 program	 were	
to	apply	at	the	beginning	of	March.

These	candidates	will	go	through	
a	 15-month	 training	 period	 at	 a	
learning	lab	and	will	receive	a	year	
of	on-the-job	training.	The	learning	
laboratories	serve	as	demonstration	
high	schools	in	North	Carolina	are	
Caldwell	Early	College,	Cross	Creek	
Early	 College,	 Hillside	 New	 Tech	
High	School	and	the	Wayne	School	
of	 Engineering,	 according	 to	 the	
NCNSP	press	release.

“I	don’t	 think	 it’s	 that	great	of	
an	idea;	I	think	you	really	need	the	
experience.	Being	in	a	four-year	col-
lege	you	get	a	lot	of	experience,	and	I	

think	it’s	very	beneficial	becoming	a	
teacher,”	said	Amber	Baigel,	a	junior	
elementary	education	major.	“I	feel	
like	 there	 is	 a	 lot	 going	 on	 to	 try	
to	 figure	 it	all	out	 [in	a	15-month	
period].”	

These	 lateral	 entry	 programs	
are	 an	 alternative	 to	 attending	 a	
university	and	receiving	a	teaching	
degree.	Because	of	the	high	demand	
for	math,	science,	engineering	and	
technology	 teachers,	 this	 non-
traditional	program	is	encouraged	
to	professionals	in	the	field.	

“Do	we	prefer	a	four-year	degree,	
so	they	can	get	all	of	the	course	work	
in	all	the	background?	Yes,	but	we	
realize	that’s	not	where	many	people	
are	in	their	lives,	to	go	get	a	four-year	
degree,”	said	Bossé.

Lateral-entry	programs	should	
not	alter	the	amount	of	students	who	
seek	out	getting	a	four-year	degree	
in	education.	Candidates	for	lateral	
entry	programs	have	 to	be	 recent	
college	graduates	in	a	related	field,	
or	 mid-career	 professionals	 with	
significant	experience.

“We’re	 talking	about	 two	very	
different	clientele,”	said	Bossé.	“Typ-
ically,	they’ve	all	had	their	bachelor’s	
in	 their	 field	 and	 some	 exposure	
for	10-20	years;	 they’re	coming	 in	
from	 very	 different	 situations.	 I	
don’t	 think	 it	pulls	away	from	our	
undergrad	program	at	all	because	
they	 are	 people	 in	 very	 different	
states	of	their	lives.”	

ECU	 offers	 non-traditional	
options	for	people	seeking	a	licen-
sure	in	North	Carolina.	The	univer-
sity	 offers	 lateral-entry	 programs	
and	licensure-only	programs.		
Students	 go	 through	 the	 offices	
of	alternative	 licensure,	have	 their	
transcripts	 and	 life-experience	

N.C. improves high 
school graduation rates

Staff Reports

A	report	released	yester-
day	states	that	North	Carolina	
is	among	a	dozen	states	that	
have	made	dramatic	improve-
ments	in	high	school	graduate	
rates.	

Between	2001	and	2009,	
the	national	graduation	rate	
rose	from	72	percent	to	75.5	
percent.	

According	 to	 WITN,	
North	Carolina	is	a	national	
leader	in	reducing	the	number	
of	“dropout	factories,”	which	
are	 schools	 that	graduate	60	
percent	or	fewer	of	their	stu-
dents	on	time.	

The	 number	 of	 these	
schools	 in	 the	 state	 has	
dropped	 from	 106	 to	 78	 in	
the	last	decade.

State plans bicycle and 
pedestrian systems

Staff Reports

The	 North	 Carolina	
Department	 of	 Transporta-
tion	is	currently	developing	a	
new	statewide	plan	for	bicy-
clists	and	pedestrians	in	order	
to	guide	future	investments	in	
biking	and	walking.	

The	 plan	 will	 examine	
how	to	construct	a	safer	bicy-
cle	 and	 pedestrian	 network	
that	will	provide	opportuni-
ties	 for	physical	activity	and	
be	 an	 asset	 for	 economic	
development.	

The	department	is	seeking	
a	consultant	to	help	facilitate	
the	plan,	which	is	scheduled	
to	be	finalized	next	spring.	

The	process	will	be	look-
ing	at	 the	health	 impacts	of	
bicycle	and	pedestrian	invest-
ments,	 identifying	 strategies	
to	improve	safety,	implement-
ing	policies	that	will	encour-
age	biking	and	walking	and	
updating	 the	 state’s	 existing	
3,000-mile	system.	

obama does not support 
Amendment one bill

Staff Reports

According	 to	 Cameron	
French,	North	Carolina	Press	
Secretary	 for	 Obama	 for	
America,	President	Obama	is	
opposed	to	Amendment	One.	

The	 amendment,	 which	
is	 up	 for	 vote	 on	 May	 8,	
will	 affect	both	homosexual	
and	 heterosexual	 couples	 if	
passed.	

“The	 record	 is	 clear	
that	 the	 President	 has	 long	
opposed	 divisive	 and	 dis-
criminatory	 efforts	 to	 deny	
rights	and	benefits	 to	 same-
sex	couples,”	said	French.

Obama	does	not	support	
the	 amendment	 as	 it	 will	
discriminate	against	commit-
ted	gay	and	 lesbian	couples,	
reported	NBC	17.	

Students participate in  
marketing contest

Staff Reports

Two	 teams	 of	 ECU	 stu-
dents	are	creating	marketing	
campaigns	 for	Honda	and	a	
social	search	engine	start-up	
company.	

Fifty-eight	 seniors	 are	
designing	a	strategy	to	reach	
college	 students	 ages	18-25.	
Each	team	is	given	$3,000	to	
spend	on	the	project.	

Thirty-three	students	are	
competing	 in	 the	 startUP	
Productions	Marketing	Chal-
lenge	to	create	a	campaign	for	
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News Writers

We are hiring!

Email news@theeastcarolinian.com for more information

The East Carolinian is accepting applications for the following positions:

lateral continued from a1

MichAel SeegArS | The eAST cAroliniAn

there is currently a high demand for teachers in the state, especially in math and science. 
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Maddie Laing
STAff WriTer

Students in collaboration with the Pitt 
County Animal shelter will be holding a collar 
drive for animals in Pitt County. Starting this 
month, they will be collecting collars for dogs 
and cats that do not have one to help promote 
the four rabies vaccination clinics that the 
animal shelter will be holding until June at 
various locations.

The students in the Senior Capstone 
Communication class were told to pick a com-
munity organization to partner up with and 
help with an event. Four of these students have 
organized this collar drive to raise awareness 
for the amount of stray animals in Greenville 
and to draw attention to the Pitt County 
Animal Shelter. 

“The Pitt County Animal Shelter doesn’t 
get a lot of exposure and we wanted to do 
this project to bring more attention to it,” said 
Morgan Jeter, a senior communication major. 

The animal shelter held their first out of 
four free rabies vaccination events on Saturday, 
where about 252 dogs and cats received rabies 
vaccinations. 

“The purpose of these clinics is to serve 
the community. Some people just can’t afford 
to take their pets to the vet,” said Michelle 
Whaley, manager of the animal shelter. 

Rabies is a viral disease that affects the 
brain and is almost always deadly in animals. 
According to the animal shelter, although 
uncommon, animals that develop rabies 
must be quarantined for six months or put to 
sleep since there is no known cure for rabies 
in animals. 

“It is our hope that on the day of the vac-
cination clinic, animals can leave with collars 
and rabies tags, so if they get lost, their owners 
can be found,” said Mary Fountain, also senior 
communication major.

Every day, animals are sent to the Pitt 
County Animal Shelter in hopes of being 
reunited with their owners or being adopted, 
and about half of them do not have any form 
of identification when they arrive. 

“Most people assume all the animals we 
get are strays, but you can tell when an animal 
has an owner,” said Whaley. 

According to the animal shelter, about 40 
to 50 animals are brought to the shelter a week. 
Usually, about one animal is adopted every 
day, but it can vary. Due to the high volume 
of animals, it is not possible for the shelter to 
keep every animal that comes in because of 
the small amount of space and the expenses 
involved in keeping the animals at the shelter.

 Pets sent to the animal shelter are kept for 
72 hours, not including Sundays or holidays, 
in order to give their owner the most potential 
to find them. After the 72 hours, animals are 
euthanized due to lack of space.

 “Just from visiting the shelter, I wanted 
to help,” said Jeter. “We wanted to help raise 
awareness for the shelter to support adoption 
rates.”

The animal shelter wants to make sure 
every animal can leave the vaccination event 
with a collar if they do not have one. Anyone 
can donate a collar, old or new, and the shelter 
encourages staging of boxes and is willing to 
provide a pick-up service if needed. 

The next three rabies vaccination clinics 
will take place on April 21, May 5, and June 
2. All of the clinics are free and anyone is 
welcome to bring in their pet.

 “Just from doing this project, my opinion 
of the shelter has improved. They do a lot of 
fundraising and everyone is really passionate 
about the animals,” said Fountain.

This writer can be contacted at  
news@theeastcarolinian.com.

Pirates helping pets

reviewed, and are given a 
track to receive their teaching 
license, according to Bossé. 

“I think we have an excel-
lent program for our lateral-

entry students, and I think 
it is a great opportunity for 
them to get those compo-
nents that they are still lack-
ing and prepare for the class-

room,” said Bossé.

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com.

lenge to create a campaign for zaahah.
com. 

Twenty-five students are working 
collaboratively on the 2012 Honda Civic 

Coupe project. 
This is the first time ECU has par-

ticipated in the challenge. Prizes range 
from $1,000 to $5,000.
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A Greenville man was found guilty of 
trademark infringement while using the 
Healthy Pirates domain, a website for a health 
magazine.

Healthy Pirates magazine is created as 
a guide for nutrition and health and has an 
estimated 15,000 readers every quarter.

Roy Hopkins Jr. was ordered to no longer 
use the term “Pirates”, or images of skulls, 
crossbones or any logos similar to the ECU 
logo, and no use of the purple and gold color 
scheme. 

“I think he should be able to use the colors. 
Lots of people use those colors. If it’s not the 
actual ECU logo, he should be ok,” said Kelsey 
Phillips, a sophomore elementary education 
major.

ECU has had a campus student organiza-
tion, Healthy Pirates, for years. The organiza-
tion promotes health and wellness through 
peer health educators. The students in the 
organization are trained to teach other stu-
dents about health issues.

The judge found that Hopkins Jr. infringed 
and diluted five counts of the US Trademark 
Registration. According to the complaint 
that was filed, “Defendant has attempted 
to capitalize on and unlawfully profit from 
Plaintiff ’s good will by providing goods and 
services related to those associated with Plain-
tiff ’s Marks, and by doing so, in conjunction 
with word marks, logos, and color schemes, 
intended to cause confusion or to deceive 
as to Defendant’s affiliation, connection, or 

association with Plaintiff ”.
“I don’t think that’s fair. It seems like too 

much; all of that isn’t necessary,” said Emily 
Gerringer, a freshmen public relations major.

Currently, the website that Hopkins Jr. 
compiled has been changed and is no longer 
HealthyPirates.com. It automatically redirects 
users to Profitness24-7.com. The latest edition 
of the magazine also had a new style and colors 
on the cover.

“We constantly keep our eyes open, look-
ing for the possibility that marks may be 
infringed or may be used inappropriately. We 
have a duty to take action when we see that,” 
said Donna Payne, the university attorney.

Before going to court over the issue in 
April 2011, the university did attempt to reach 
a mutually accepted resolution. “The decision 
to sue only came when it was very clear that it 
was going to be impossible to resolve without 
litigation,” said Payne.

Hopkins Jr. was ordered by a judge to 
transfer the domain to East Carolina Uni-
versity and to pay court and attorney costs, 
estimated to be $36,357.03.

According to Payne, “The judgment is 
officially recorded. The enforcement of the 
various aspects of the judgment, particular 
collection of the attorney’s fees, may require 
additional action. For example, you seize 
property and assets if the defend doesn’t come 
forward and pay the judgment immediately.”

This writer can be contacted at  
news@theeastcarolinian.com.

‘Healthy Pirates’ website 
found guilty of infringement

violations and it allows students to make an educated choice 
of candidates due to a longer process.”

The polls will open on OneStop at midnight on Tuesday, 
April 3, and close at 11:59 p.m. on Thursday April 5. In order 
to increase the student participation in voting, the elections 
committee made the decision to have 24-hour voting access. 
The goal is to have 20 percent of students participate in voting.

According to Morton, when students cast their vote, they 
do not have to vote for all of one ticket. If a student prefers, 
the secretary on one ticket, rather than the other, they can 
vote accordingly. 

The elections committee will have five polling locations 
around campus where students can log in and cast their vote. 
The polling stations will be at Wright Place, Mendenhall Stu-
dent Center, West End Dining Hall, Todd Dining Hall, and 

in front of the Allied Health Building on the Health Sciences 
Campus. Students will be able to recognize the polling staff 
and elections committee members because they will be wear-
ing gray. Therefore, candidates are not allowed to wear gray 
during the three days of voting. 

 “Realistically, I think it will take a whole elections cycle 
to really let students know that they are a part of SGA,” said 
Patrick Edwards, SGA advisor. “The students are taking the 
change with stride because they wanted it as well, and they 
are making the changes so that things can be more inclusive.”

Another change was the requirements for a student that 
wants to run for president and vice-president. The students 
must have completed a minimum of 24 credit hours at the 
university.

Meredith Shaw, student body chief justice, and her four 

associate justices unanimously voted on the change because 
they feel that every student that has those minimum credit 
hours can represent the student body. According to Morton, 
this change can be found in Article 4 of the Executive Branch 
in the Student Government Association Constitution.

Morton said, “We want to see the student body initiate the 
change in community, at the university, and in their personal 
lives.” Morton continued to say that through the changes in 
the SGA elections process, he wants the students to know that, 
“(SGA) is here for them.”

For any questions about the elections process or to vol-
unteer, contact Brennon Morton at electionschair@ecu.edu.

 
This writer can be contacted at news@theeastcarolinian.com.

they can get ripped off.” 
Mayor Allen Thomas 

is in favor of a revision that 
will allow some homeown-
ers around the university to 
apply for a special permit 
that would be renewed each 
year. He said it would allow 
owners of the large Victorian 
homes around campus with 
plenty of parking and four or 
five bedrooms with multiple 
bathrooms to rent to more 
than three unrelated people 
in one home.  

“About 70 percent of 
the city is rental property in 
Greenville and those people 
have rights to,” Thomas said. 
“We have large properties 
where people have difficulty 
paying their mortgage, and 
they are citizens to and they 
have the right to make their 
case.”

But according to Black-
burn, there are several rea-
sons why it should stay as it is. 

“It would create a burden 
on the neighborhood because 
you have residential areas 
that were meant for families 
and couples, and now all of a 
sudden, you have home after 
home that is acting almost 
like a boarding house,” Black-
burn said. “The neighbor-
hood just wasn’t built for that 
and it is a situation that is not 
good for students.” 

However, some students 
disagree. 

“It would help more 
people be able to afford living 
off campus because it can help 

more students afford to live 
with their friends,” said Chase 
Miller, a sophomore business 
management major. “It would 
also help out the rental busi-
ness by allowing more homes 
to be rented and get the actual 
price they are asking.”

But Blackburn says this is 
a big misconception. 

“It makes everybody’s 
rent go up because it inflates 
the market because they want 
more and more people in the 
house and they charge them 
more money, so it won’t be 
cheaper,” Blackburn said. 

She also added that rent-
ing houses to more than the 
allowed number of room-
mates increases city code 
violations like trash and the 
number of cars parked in the 
lawns.  

Thomas said, “I don’t 
think it is appropriate to 
assume that college students 
can’t do a good job and I am 
not sure why three is the 
magic number.” 

Miller said he is living in 
a house this year to be part of 
a mature community.

“I wanted a place where 
I could come home at night 
and just relax, and not worry 
about people above me being 
loud or the people next door 
throwing a party late at night,” 
Miller said. 

In addition to increased 
violations Blackburn also said 
that the percentage of rented 
houses in the community is 
unhealthy. About 85 percent 

of the houses around the uni-
versity are rented. According 
to Blackburn, a healthy per-
centage is between 10 and 20. 

“One of my goals as a 
city council member is to 
bring that percentage down 
and increases the number 
of people that own houses,” 
Blackburn said. “That is what 
we want more of because 
that keeps the neighborhood 
healthy and safe.” 

Jakub Trzasalski, a sopho-
more international business 
major, is currently looking to 
rent a house and said he was 
not aware of the law. 

“I’ve been talking to a lot 
of realtors lately and none of 
them told me about this law,” 
Trzasalski said. “I find it quite 
unprofessional, especially 
considering the fact that my 
friends and I were shown 
a four-bedroom house two 
days ago.”

Fraternities and sorori-
ties are exempt from the rule 
because they were grandfa-
thered in since they existed 
before the law was made. 

The final decision will 
be made within the next six 
months. 

“Any chance we can 
review and do things better 
is something I’m always going 
to advocate to make our com-
munity better and safer for 
people to live in,” Thomas 
said. 

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com.
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The East Carolinian does not endorse state-
ments made in Pirate Rants. Questions 
reguarding rants can be directed to Stephen 
McNulty at opinion@theeastcarolinian.com. 
Log onto opinion@theeastcarolinian.com to 
submit a Rant of your own.
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poll results
Will you utilize the new features that the 

North Campus Recreational Complex 
has to offer this spring?

 Yes 53%

No 47%

morgan logan
OPiNiON
COLUMNiST
Senior Public 
Health Major
@ m o L o _ S o _
dope

Per my Twitter timeline and 
Facebook news feed, my fellow 
Pirates enjoyed this past weekend 
to the fullest. Whether it was the 
nice warm weather, the outrageous 
pool parties, or the massive house 
parties, Greenville certainly lived up 
to its reputation. Personally, I myself 
would like to contribute the success 
to St. Patrick’s Day. 

Across the country, people pre-
pared to drink their livers into 
oblivion for the annual March 17th 
celebration. This being my first 
21st St. Patrick’s Day, I was eager 
to find out what I was missing out 
on.  Guinness and green beer (Sam 
Adams and Budweiser are actually 
the go-to beers even on this day) 
turned the average American into a 
temporary resident of the Emerald 
Isle. “Kiss me, I’m Irish!” shirts pol-
luted the downtown scene worse 
than the squirrels when you’re in a 
rush to get through the Mall.  

Not everyone is as enthusiastic 
about the raging St. Patty’s drink-
ers, though. The excessive drinking 
aggravates those who regard St. 
Patrick’s Day as a religious holiday, 
after all, the man IS a saint.  But did 
you know that St. Patrick himself 
began this drinking tradition?

Irish legend has it that St. Patrick 
was served an amount of whiskey 
that he considered an inadequate 
serving. St. Patrick took this oppor-
tunity to teach the innkeeper a 
lesson in generosity and so he told 

the innkeeper that there was a devil 
in the cellar who fed off the inn-
keeper’s dishonesty. To get rid of the 
devil, the innkeeper must change his 
ways. Later, St. Patrick returned to 
the pub and he found the owner fill-
ing the patron’s glasses to the point 
where they were overflowing. St. 
Patrick and the innkeeper ventured 
to the cellar where they found the 
devil emaciated from the generosity 
of the innkeeper. In celebration, it 
was proclaimed that everyone have 
a drop of the “hard stuff ” on St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

Do note they said, “drop,” not 
pint or binges. Whereas the celebra-
tion brings abnormal sights such as 
green rivers, it also contributes to 
America’s highest percentages of 
binge drinking, especially among 
college students. The Harvard 
School of Public Health has linked 
this holiday with 1,400 deaths each 
year in the college population. 

Numerous reports online create 
the consensus that St. Patrick’s Day 
is in fact the most dangerous drink-
ing holiday. Just four hours away 
in Roanoke, Va. law enforcement 
were concerned as the holiday fell 
on a Saturday this year. Statistically 
speaking, the number of alcohol 
related collisions doubles. 

We are all aware (or should be 
because we are constantly reminded) 
of the dangers of alcohol. Per East 
Carolina, 110,000 college students 
have been arrested for alcohol 
related violations and 31% meet 
the criteria for alcohol abuse. You 
are 21 times more likely to engage 
in unplanned, thus unprotected, 
sexual activity with the consump-

The Irish  
Pirate

sidney Davis
OPiNiON 
COLUMNiST
Sophomore English 
Major

On May 8, 
North Carolina voters will decide 
whether to add an amendment to 
the state constitution specifically 
defining marriage as a union 
between a man and a woman. 

To clarify, this is not a “gay mar-
riage ban,” as same-sex mar-
riage is already prohibited 
in the state.

 S u r r o u n d -
ing this issue is 
talk of “family 
values” and 

the ever-elusive “sanctity of mar-
riage,” which supporters of Amend-
ment One (those who are in favor 
of defining marriage in a way that 
purposefully does not include same-
sex couples) have long argued would 
be compromised by gay marriage.

Seeing that gay and lesbian 
couples are already barred from 

marrying in the state of North Caro-
lina, why is this measure necessary? 
The motives are blurry, but from the 
mouths of some of its proponents, 
specifically Rep. Paul Stam (R-N.C.), 
it is to help deal with issues we are 
“not equipped to handle,” including 
divorce, child custody, domestic 
violence and the rights of civil 
unions and so-called “common law” 
marriages. In each of these cases, 
the rights of couples in same-sex 

relationships would be limited by 

the amendment’s passing. In effect, 
gays and lesbians will be viewed 
even more as second-class citizens 
in our state than they already are 
by the law.

What bothers me isn’t the insen-
sitivity of this measure, or any of 
the others like it across the country, 
or even the unquestioning support 
it has received from so many with 
hollow, stock phrases like “pro-
tecting the sanctity of marriage.” 
What irks me most is, when asking 

someone why he or she sup-
port such a measure, one 

that would deny their 
neighbors rights based 

on circumstances that 
do not directly affect them 

in any conceivable way, 
simply stating “I am 
a Christian” seems 

to be accepted as a 
self-explanatory justi-

fication.
Using a half-baked religious 

justification to repress others isn’t a 
novel concept. In fact, it has become 
a routine in our country for a large 
part of the voting Christian major-
ity. This, however, does not make 
the argument any more valid; quite 
frankly, it shouldn’t be an excuse.

I find it unnecessary to burden 
this article with affirmations of my 
heterosexuality (with which I’m 
already very comfortable) or my 
faith as any kind of Christian (any 
form of which I couldn’t, in good 
faith, categorize myself as), but I 
don’t feel that it has to be brought 
up in an argument like the one sur-
rounding this amendment. There 
does not necessarily have to be a 
Christian justification for or against 
this subject. As in a secular and 
civilized society, it should be entirely 
irrelevant. 

I’m willing to accept the par-
ticularly arrogant and short-sighted 
argument supporters of Amend-
ment One have provided: that 

Separation of church and 
... double standards?

andrew ray 
Gorman
OPiNiON 
COLUMNiST

History & 
Religious Studies
@gormanilius

If students are truly upset by 
tuition hikes, they should be coming 
out to support the city sanitation 
workers in the spirit of shared soli-
darity. These are shared struggles, 
and we are all being oppressed by 
the same system. 

We give our silent allegiance 
to this system by taking loans that 
won’t come back to haunt us until 
we graduate. Working folk give their 
silent allegiance to it by taking paltry 
wages and working multiple jobs just 
to make ends meet.

Back in November 2011, the 
city sanitation workers walked off 
the job. Management had added a 
new policy that required workers 
to rat out coworkers who were not 
coming in on time. This created a 
hostile work environment and they 
felt belittled in the process. 

Many city sanitation workers 
spoke out at a city council meet-
ing, discontent with their working 

conditions. The wages they earn 
are low and many can barely scrape 
by to support their families. Some 
workers have even reported being 
denied worker’s compensation for 
injuries on the job. 

Since Nov. 9, United Electri-
cal Local Workers 150 has been 
involved with helping the sanitation 
workers in their struggle, as well as 
the NAACP, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, the Pitt 
County Coalition Against Racism 
and Occupy Greenville.  

Martin Luther King Jr. said in 
1968 that, “One day, society will 
come to respect the sanitation 
worker if it is to survive, for the 
person who picks up our garbage is 
in the final analysis as significant as 
the physician, for if he doesn’t do his 
job, diseases are rampant.” 

King said this in regards to the 
striking sanitation workers in Mem-
phis, but it is equally applicable to 
workers all over. And the real agents 
of change are the masses, despite our 
want to pin it on a leader or two.  

A recent analysis put out by 
the North Carolina Justice Center 

Don’t trash 
sanitation staff

>  SanItatIon page a5

>  IrISh page a5

Lisa Treadway i The East Carolinian

Are you in the library? Are you 
in the middle of a phone call? 
if you answered yes to both of 
these questions, congratula-
tions! You’re an asshole!

Professor, i hope you understand 
why i didn’t pass your test ... it is 
March Madness after all.

Has football started yet?

A web poll question that i would 
actually vote in: What is sexier 
yoga pants or short shorts?

Becoming “southern” is a lot 
like puberty. Your voice changes, 
and your balls succeed from the 
north.

The probability that you’ll answer 
your phone on the quiet floor of 
the library is proportionate to 
the likelihood that you’ll answer 
with “Yo.”

WE WiLL, WE WiLL ROCK YOU!

Don’t call the Pirate Rants gay, 
it’s weak and you’re better than 
that — signed, Grant Hill and 
the NBADear. 

Kony? #thirdworldproblems

A friend with weed is a friend 
indeed.

is it just me or did 70 degree 
weather make College Hill look 
like a college brochure?

My roommate’s dog just ate all 
of her keef.

That awkward moment during 
a test and you don’t know any 
of the answers, so you just start 
laughing because you know 
you’re screwed.

Anytime a bird takes a crap on 
my car, i eat an entire plate of 
scrambled eggs on my porch. 
Just to show the birds what i’m 
capable of.

i have a memory foam mattress 
... and i really hope that it 
doesn’t remember everything.

Thanks for pretending not to see 
me when i was pretending not to 
see you in order to avoid a miser-
ably awkward conversation that 
neither of us wanted to have.

Don’t text me while i’m texting 
you, now i have to change my 
text.

December 21, 2012 ... The day 
Facebook crashes.

i’ve always wanted to get into a 
cab and yell, “Follow that car!!!”

Dear Soldier, what is a Pirate’s 
favorite restaurant? You think its 
ARRRRBYS, but its really Long 
John Silvers.

Like a plague, the pumpkin 
patch kids have emerged with 
the warm weather.

Dear students, i know when 
you’re texting in class. No one 
just looks down at their crotch 
and smiles!

To the girl in Fletcher who 
flashed me from her window: 
i didn’t have my glasses on. 
Take two?

i’m not going to tell people to 
stop bullying, because they 
won’t. But TEC should not be 
allowing bullying on a public 
forum. Have some integrity.

There goes my bracket.

My apartment smells of rich 
mahogany and many leather-
bound books.

Yes i have a 3.4 GPA. And yes, 
i am also prescribed Adderall. 
And yes, that probably has a lot 
to do with it.

Surviving 
St. Patty’s Day 
in Greenville

@FearLoathingteC



Tuesday, March 20, 2012                                                             OPINION                                                                                                A5

 

Amendment 1 continued from A4

“God is against gay marriage.” 
While that’s interesting, it has 
no bearing on the issue. One 
person’s faith cannot justify 
the persecution of another 
human being if our discus-
sion is to be either rational 
or fair. There are many reli-
gions in this country, and 
few of these agree on much. 
We obviously can’t grant 
one a higher authority based 
on merit, so naturally the 
majority of Americans, being 
Christians, have granted 
themselves a higher author-
ity based on their greater 
numbers. The claim has often 
gone around that America is 
a “Christian Nation,” when 
this is not the case, to justify 
legal precedent that borders 
on theocratic rule.

We are a nation of many 
religions, and many without 
religion as well. Further-
more, we are a Democratic 
Republic, one in which we 
are assured certain rights that 
are inalienable, regardless 

of creed or color, and if any 
justice can be done, regardless 
of sexual preferences. We are 
not a majority-rule mob.

These men and women 
of the Christian majority 
were not anointed on high 
as the judges and repressors 
of their neighbors. They’ve 
appointed themselves, invok-
ing God and scripture only in 
the absence of any substantive 
legal argument.

Rejecting Amendment 
One and its inherent bigotry 
is one small step for the our 
state toward the right direc-
tion, one that can be made in 
spite of the long precedent of 
Bible Belt prejudice, and one 
that may even pave the way 
for real societal progress in 
the future.

This writer can be contacted at 
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

SAnitAtion continued from A4

concluded that Pitt County 
has 21.6 percent of residents 
living in poverty, which is 
higher than the state aver-
age of 17.4 percent. Poverty 
occurs when workers cannot 
make ends meet with the 
wages they receive. While 
often there is the effort overall 
to alleviate poverty, students 
in particular should help fur-
ther and attempt to diminish 
the poverty in Greenville. 

Students should unite 
with the city sanitation work-
ers. These men work jobs 
that are fundamental to the 
health of our community. 
They deserve to be treated 
with respect and dignity. 
There is a growing divide in 
wealth in this country, and 
soon, we will be out in the 
work force having to face this 
as well.

Students can make a posi-
tive difference in their com-
munity by uniting against 
racism and exploitation. After 
all, students and workers 
are involved in these same 
struggles against injustice. 

Exploitation of the students 
involves less government 
funding for education, which 
causes a lesser quality educa-
tion and leaves them in large 
debt upon graduation. 

Exploitation of the work-
ers involves cutting their 
wages and refusing promo-
tions. As students, we should 
participate in our community 
more, volunteering and set-
ting up a variety of programs 
to help those in need. We 
could come out and show 
our support, as King said 
to the sanitation workers in 
Memphis on March 18, 1968, 
stating, “We can all get more 
together than we can apart.” 

A society where everyone 
can earn a quality education 
and earn the wealth they 
create is one worth striving 
for. In our age of abundance, 
there is no moral reason 
people should be living in 
want.  

This writer can be contacted at 
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com.

Dear Editor,

As an ECU alumni who also wore the 
Purple and Gold jersey in athletic competi-
tion, I would just like to express my disgust 
at the city of Greenville and the university for 
their version of Purple and Gold on Charles 
Blvd. next to the ECU Sports Complex. Just 
exactly when did PINK become the school 
colors? Pink cherry trees are planted from the 
railroad tracks to the ECU sign at Greenville 
Blvd., adorning our sports facility. Someone 
needs to “walk the plank.”

Likewise, the city of Greenville has planted 
pink crepe myrtles in the adjacent Charles 
Blvd. center islands. What an insult. Someone 
needs to go to the woodshed. This would have 

never happened at State or Carolina!
Dr. Jenkins and Robert Morgan got it right 

when they stopped East Carolina College from 
becoming the University of North Carolina 
at Greenville. When Jenkins retired, his final 
newspaper front-page photograph was taken 
with the beginnings of our sports complex in 
the background. To fill his shoes, his replace-
ment was said to need to “bleed Purple and 
sweat Gold!” There’s a lot of heritage here at 
stake. I just hope Jenkins hasn’t already rolled 
over in his grave with those PINK trees.

Van Brown
ECU Class of ‘69, ‘78

The East Carolinian welcomes letters from readers. Letters must include the wirter’s name, 
address and daytime phone number and must be signed (except those sent by e-mail). Letters 

selected for publication may be edited and may be republished in any format. All letters 
submitted become the property of The East Carolinian.

 Questions? Please call 252-737-2999 or 
E-mail: opinion@theeastcarolinian.com

Scribbles to the Captain

tion of alcohol. If you were 
indeed “Pi-rish” this past 
weekend, I hope that you kept 
in mind your Pirate Party 
Principles- know your limits, 
don’t travel alone, and watch 
your glass. Once statistics 
are revealed in regards to 
this past weekend and ECU, 
programs should be created 
to offer the same awareness 

for St. Patrick’s Day as they 
do for Halloween. There was 
only one ECU alert, which is 
unfortunate nonetheless, but  
that is fewer than the ones we 
received over “Halloweekend 
and homECUming”. 

And so, my Irish Pirate, 
as you attempt to raise your 
heavy head in preparation 
to get back into the swing 

of things from this week-
end, take into consideration 
that you played it smart and 
responsible, or so I hope. St. 
Patrick taught a lesson in gen-
erosity for you to take part in 
such celebration, and for that 
we thank him. 

This writer can be contacted at 
opinion@theeastcarolinian.com

iriSh continued from A4

If none of my rants got 
published, I’m going to 
be mad, and then rant 
about it.

Shoutout to the guy at 
Fifth who got the bottle 
smashed on his head and 
continued on.

As a fat lesbian, I think you 
people with the negativity 
can suck my d***. 

To the trans-individual that 
came to our Women’s Psych 
class: I think you’re hot! 

St. Pattys Day: 1, Me: 0

Hey you ... yeah YOU! This 
rant is about you ... SHUT 
UP!

I would do unforgivable 
things not to have to write 
this 10 page paper...

Sorority girls blow up my 
newsfeed so much. So, 
then I’m like ... delete ... 
delete ... delete.

Being in the library makes 
me horny.

So, my vagina comes up in 
your everyday conversation? 
Enough so that you gave it 
a nickname?

Kony has been kidnapping 
children for 20+ years and 
no one cared. Six months 
ago, 200 million barrels of 
oil were discovered in his 
area. Kony is now at the top 
of the docket. Coincidence, 
I think not.

I wonder how many people 
forget to register this week 
because they were still 
hungover from St. Paddy’s.

“She is a kick-boxing 
instructor. Her ass looks 
better than my face!” 
HIMYM

Dear slut, please control 
your whoremones.

Everyone in the conference 
room right now! I don’t care 
if you’re gay or straight or a 
lesbian or overweight. Get 
in here now!

RaNts CONt.

      Want pirate rants 24/7?
Follow

 @ecupiraterants
and tweet

 us your rants!
                       

#ECU

#
piraterants



Allergies attack students

Rex Rose
StAff Writer

What do you get when you mix an all-
consuming fire and passion for writing with 
an opportunity for second chances? You get 
a man who overcame what may seem like a 
negative past. He didn’t see it that way though, 
all he saw was rebirth written in huge flames. 

Lester Howard, a 42-year-old communi-
cation major with a concentration in public 
relations, just published his second book, “The 
Rebirth of Fire Collector’s Edition,” in January. 
His collection of short stories and poems is an 
extension of his first book, “This Time: The 
Rebirth of Fire.”

The three themes throughout both of 
Howard’s books are relationships, religion and 
rebirth. Rebirth, which means starting to flour-
ish or increase after a decline, is something that 
Howard knows about all too well.

Howard’s up and down journey began in 
school, where his favorite subjects were Eng-
lish and reading. He said that he had always 
excelled at the subjects. 

“The defining moment was when I was in 
the 8th grade; I had to write a creative writing 
essay. I chose the subject of judgment day, and 
my teacher, upon reading the paper, called for 

a parent-teacher conference,” said Howard. 
His teacher then accused Howard of pla-

giarizing the paper. “My father told her that 
he was certain that I didn’t copy the story,” he 
continued. However, regardless of his father’s 
urging, the teacher still gave him a C+ on the 
paper.

“At that point, I kind of knew that if my 
work was good enough to challenge an 8th 
grade teacher’s ethical beliefs on whether or 
not it was legitimate, this might be something 
I want to do,” said Howard. “And at that point, I 
started writing a lot of poetry and short stories 
and that is where my desire and passion to 
write was born.”

Although his passion to write was kindled 
in his earlier years, the flame laid dormant for 
many years. During this latent time period, 
Howard found himself making bad decisions 
that ultimately led him to two different prison 
sentences. 

“Rather than go to college, I opted to hit the 
streets. I led a street gang and I started selling 
drugs and, ultimately, using drugs,” he said. 

 His criminal behavior landed him in 
prison for the first time, and then 45 days after 
his release, he committed another crime that 

tuesday, 3.20.12
lifestyles@theeastcarolinian.com
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Today marks the first day of 

spring — the season of fluffy bunnies 
and colorful flowers. But all that fluff 
blooms into something not so happy: 
seasonal allergies.

“At least one out of every five 
Americans suffers from allergies,” 
states WebMD, which explains that 
every allergy-stricken person has 
certain triggers.

The typical “achoo” or scratchy 
throat symptom depends on the 
type of allergen, such as the viciously 
popular pollen invader. 

“The body responds to the aller-
gen as if it were a virus, such as the 
cold or flu,” according to Student 
Health Services’ allergies pamphlet, 
which references why symptoms 
occur. 

In the past 30 days, 40 students 
have been diagnosed at Student 
Health Services with allergic rhinitis, 
which involves nasal issues caused 
by allergies. 

“That does not include the 
people that have just come in for 
advice or to see the pharmacist,” said 
Ellen Goldberg, nurse manager at  
Student Health Services since 2003.

The nasal sprays Nasonex and 
Flonase are the most prescribed 
allergy reducers by Student Health 
Services. However, over-the-counter 
oral medications like Claritin or 
Zyrtec are usually recommended for 
runny noses and itchy eyes. 

“For many people, medicine 
won’t take allergies (which are incur-
able) completely away,” said Gold-
berg. “But it will certainly help.”

The top recommendation for 
allergy reduction is avoiding aller-
gens, such as limiting outdoor activ-
ity if pollen is the perpetrator, espe-
cially when things start blooming on 
car hoods and windshields.

“Pollen counts tend to be lowest 
in the early morning and late after-
noon,” states the allergies pamphlet.

Many students that go to Student 
Health Services are unaware of their 
own allergies since they have never 
been attacked by them before living 
in Greenville.

Spring 
brings

“There are different plants, 
trees and grasses here that trigger 
allergies for a lot of students from 
up north, for example. That’s true 
even for students from a different 
part of North Carolina,” said Gold-
berg, who believes that allergies are 
starting early this year because of the 
warm weather.

An article titled, “Spring Aller-
gies Strike Early This Year,” through 
WebMD Health News, describes the 
untimely arrival.

“We have not seen pollen counts 
this high, this early, as long as I can 
remember,” said Stanley M. Fine-
man M.D., president of the Ameri-
can College of Allergy, Asthma and 
Immunology.

Unfortunately, the blame does 
not fall just with the blooming 
weather because allergies have been 

linked to genetics.
“They also may get better or 

worse as a person ages,” according 
to the allergies pamphlet, which 
indicates that the most common 
ones involve dander from animals, 
dust, mold and pollen.

Goldberg recommends using an 
air filter, keeping windows closed 
at night, and vacuuming regularly 
to reduce the exposure to creepy-
crawly allergens.

Number twenty-four on the 
pamphlet’s list of 40 tips to help with 
allergies is to steer clear from using 
window fans, which bring in pollen 
or evaporative coolers that raise the 
humidity level.

“Laundering sheets and towels 
really help, because you carry things 
in your hair and on your body,” said 
Goldberg. Allergens lurk in different 

environments, and typically begin 
assault with a sneeze or a cough. 
“It’s not fun to limit outdoor activ-
ity, but it really makes a difference,” 
said Goldberg, who believes one 
red flag is a pollen-covered car. 
     Regrettably, hunks of one-color 
pollen and fluffy-dust bunnies are 
here to stay for a while. But have no 
fear because WebMD invented a 
catchphrase to comfort the pains of 
using up the last lotion-filled tissue: 
“By tuning into your allergy triggers, 
you can rein in your reactions.”

this writer can be contacted at 
lifestyles@theeastcarolinian.com.

Stepping in the ‘write’ direction

achoos 
back

> write page A7
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Many students have visited Student Health Services in the
past 30 days complaining of allergic rhinitis (nasal issues).

photo illuStrAtion i dreW cArter i the eASt cAroliniAn 

Melissa Good, a sophomore criminal justice major, 
suffers from allergies while spending time outdoors. 

photo illuStrAtion i dreW cArter i the eASt cAroliniAn 

tim Danchar, a junior criminal justice major, stocks up on Kleenex and Claritin. Pollen is on the rise in Greenville and students have begun to feel the effects.

Aries (March 21 -April 19)
You’re quite ambitious — and 
everyone knows it. today, you 
need to act on those ambitions, 
as your energy is perfectly in 
line with your goals. You 
should find it easier to 
get ahead.

taurus (April 20 -May 20)
this is a good time for slow, 
steady, regular work — not for 
crazy ideas or playful banter. 
Just get things done and 
you should find you’ve 
got plenty of time later 
for frolic. Keep others 
in line, if you must.

Gemini (May 21 -June 20)
You feel the need to get going on 
something new, thanks to a deep 
change in part of your psyche 
that you can’t fully 
explain. You should 
meet someone new who 
can show you the ropes.

Cancer (June 21 -July 22)
Your left brain is active today, 
but you need to kick it into 
high gear if you want to get to 
the bottom of whatever has 
been troubling you 
lately. the intellectual 
approach is best for 
now.

Leo (July 23 -Aug 22)
You need to deal with someone 
close who isn’t pulling their 
weight. it’s best to treat them 
gently — they probably 
have something going 
on down deep that 
they haven’t told you 
about quite yet.

Virgo (Aug 23 -Sept 22)
Are you so sure of yourself that 
you can’t stand doubts? now is 
the time to open your thinking 
up to new possibilities 
— they’re everywhere, 
and you are much more 
likely to pick a winner 
today.

Libra (Sep 23 -Oct 22)
You try something new on the 
spur of the moment (or maybe 
on a dare from a good friend) 
and it turns out quite well 
for you! See if you can 
turn this into something 
bigger and better!

Scorpio (Oct 23 -Nov 21)
Someone blows up early today 
over a provocation that seems 
laughable to outsiders. it might 
even be you, though the 
odds are better that it’s 
a close friend or family 
member. tread lightly!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 -Dec 21)
today is perfect for meeting 
new people and making new 
connections. Your network could 
always grow a little more, and 
you ought to be able 
to move in a good 
direction if you push 
things a little.

Capricorn (Dec 22 -Jan 19)
You can see what you want 
pretty clearly today, but you 
may have to refrain from action 
for the time being. Your vision 
is clear, so try to recruit 
others who may be 
sympathetic to the 
cause.

Aquarius (Jan 20 -Feb 18)
You are feeling more and more 
excited today — things are going 
your way, and you can see how 
it all lines up in your favor. it’s 
a good time for you to make a 
difference and shake 
things up in a good 
way!

Pisces (Feb 19 -March 20)
intellectual prowess is on 
display today, so make sure that 
you’re letting folks know what 
you think. Big ideas are highly 
valued, and you should 
find that at least one 
of yours has a real 
impact.

these horoscopes are 
from www.astrology.com.

All images are from 
Mctcampus.com.

JudAh MorMino i the eASt cAroliniAn

Alumnus Lester Howard has published two books. 
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8" SUB SANDWICHES

#1 PEPE®
Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with 
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts, 
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO® 
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real 
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber, 
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not 
for vegetarians only . . . . . . . . . . . peace dude!)

J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo. 
(The only better BLT is mama's BLT)

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB 
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo! 

#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo. 

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare 
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and 
mayo! (It's the real deal, and it ain't even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie 
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but 
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULU®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato, 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo, what could be better!
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All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of 
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade french bread!

This sandwich was invented by 
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge 
enough to feed the hungriest of all 
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced 
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef, 
turkey & provolone, jammed into 
one of our homemade French buns 
then smothered with onions, mayo, 
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade 
Italian dressing.

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®

Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we're not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better, that's all! I wanted to 
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
She thinks whatever I do is gourmet, but 
i don't think either of us knows what it 
means. so let's stick with tasty!

BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

JJ UNWICH®

Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread.

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap

PLAIN SLIMS®

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

slim 1 Ham & cheese
slim 2 Roast Beef
slim 3 Tuna salad
slim 4 Turkey breast
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
slim 6 Double provolone

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a delivery 
charge of 25¢ per item (+/–10¢).

!!JIMMYJOHNS.COM !!

JIMMY TO GO®

CATERING

Soda Pop

Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie

Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle

Extra load of meat

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

Hot Peppers

!

!

!

!

!

!

!"sides !

freebies (subs & clubs only)

Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced 
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano. 

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"®

FREE Week Level 1-5 UV Tanning

F R E E Week of T A N N I N G

Greenville Blvd.
(Across from Pizza Inn)

931-1147

Must be used within
selected days.

First Time Customers only.
ID Required

Levels 1-5 beds only 

Enjoy unlimited tanning 
for one week.

Evans Street
(Beside Overton’s)

353-5400
www.tannbed.com

Code: 1WFALTEC  Expires:3/27/2012

put him back in the hole. Howard explained 
that this was a huge turning point in his life, 
and that while his family was very supportive 
the first time he went to jail, the second time, 
they weren’t so willing to forgive. 

“That time around, my mom, my dad and 
my sister didn’t come to visit, the letters were 
few and far apart, and the money was thin. I 
had to survive; it forced me to consider life,” 
said Howard. “I talked to God and I told him 
if he gave me one more chance, I would make 
good on it.”

He was given this second chance when he 
was released from prison seven years earlier 
than expected. He stuck with his promise 
when he began writing again and enrolled at 
ECU, where he met English professor Debbie 
O’Neal, who challenged him and the flame 
that had been lying dormant for so many years. 

“He showed up in freshman [composition] 
class and freshmen are pretty apprehensive. 
It is one of their first classes, it is a small class 
and then you have this guy that is clearly older 
than them,” said O’Neal. 

She went on to say that their apprehension 
soon disappeared. 

“At first, you could tell from their body 
language that they were a little bit leery of 
Lester and then, as the semester went on, it 
was like who could sit closest to Lester. He so 

impacted the dialogue in this class because he 
challenged the students to think differently,” 
said O’Neal. “I felt like what I contributed to it 
was that I gave him the safety zone to express 
it and not be judged.”

O’Neal may be a bit humble about the 
fuel she added to the fire because according 
to Howard, she challenged him in new ways 
and even wrote the forward to his first book. 

But the passion didn’t die out with the pub-
lishing of his two books and Howard is now 
working hard to spread the flames of creativity.

He is achieving this goal through his 
company, Zion Promotions, which gives other 
independent artists, ranging from musicians 
to poets, knowledge of how to further their 
careers and stages in which to showcase their 
talents.

“When I was younger, I used to love to 
write, but then I got lost somewhere in the 
street life. But when I finally got my head back 
on straight, that fire was reborn,” said Howard. 
“I want to spread that as much as I possibly 
can; I want to set other artists, writers and 
independents on fire.”

This writer can be contacted at 
lifestyles@theeastcarolinian.com.
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Sara Davis
STAff WriTer

Everyone has his or her  
bad days. Some people try to 
improve their days by watch-
ing mindless television, eating 
tons of sweets or drinking 
alcohol with their friends. 
Now, an increasing number 
of students nationwide are 
turning to prescription drugs 
to make their days better. 

Bob Morphet, a licensed 
clinical addictions specialist 
in the Center for Counseling 
and Student Development, is 
amazed at how prescription 
drug abuse has skyrocketed 
on this campus and other 
campuses nationwide. 

Morphet said, “I have 
done this job for 20 years, 
and this year, I have seen 
more people addicted to these 
prescription drugs than any 
other year I’ve been here.” He 
added that research from the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse backs up the trends he 
sees on campus. 

There are two classes of 
prescription drugs that stu-
dents flock to. In general 
terms, they are pain pills and 
anxiety medications. Some 
of the most common pain 
pills used are Opana, Vicodin 
and Roxicodone, which are 
usually called “Roxies.” Some 
of the most common anxi-
ety medications are Valium, 
Xanax and Atavan. 

“People are not aware how 
physically addictive these 
pills can be,” Morphet stated. 
He also noted that pills are 
readily available and easily 
divertible, as well as “socially 
acceptable” because they treat 
everything from headaches to 
PMS to depression. 

Counseling for prescrip-
tion drug abuse is available on 
campus for free, but Morphet 
believes that everyone can 
turn his or herself around. 

“Most people I meet are 
decent and quite bright. I 
don’t know what it is that 
attracts them to this lifestyle,” 
he said. Sometimes people 
need more help than the 
counseling center can pro-
vide, but the center can make 
those options more easily 
available. 

Daniel Williams* (name 
has been changed to protect 
identity), a graduate student 
at ECU, traveled down a 
long road of addiction before 
reaching the positive point he 
is at now. When he arrived 
at ECU in 2004 as an under-
graduate student, he heavily 
consumed alcoholic bever-
ages and smoked marijuana, 
but that was as far as he would 
go. He ended up leaving ECU 
after one semester due to poor 
grades. 

In Fall 2007, Williams 
returned to ECU and contin-
ued his partying habits. It was 
not until 2008 that Williams 
was introduced to Xanax. 

“I used to take it every 
once in a while, and then, I 
would just have fun,” he said. 

By March 2009, he had 
introduced the occasional 
Vicodin or Percoset to his 
life. Then, once in a while 
became twice a week, and 
then every day. 

Williams said, “By the 

summer 
of  2009,  I  was 
taking a higher mil-
ligram because it had stopped 
working and I wanted to 
enjoy the way it felt.” 

He said that at this point, 
he had been spending so 
much money on painkillers 
that he needed to stop smok-
ing marijuana because he 
could not afford it. 

“Oxycotin was what you 
wanted at that time,” he noted, 
“but you got really excited 
about Opana.” 

In 2009, right before 
the new year and the spring 
semester, Williams was com-
fortable with his lifestyle. 

“At this point, I wasn’t 
miserable yet and things had 
not gotten bad and I had 
money,” Williams said. 

Then, he and his friend 
met a man who had an end-
less supply of morphine. This 
was the first time Williams 
tried any drug intravenously. 
He remembers seeing those 
people enjoying themselves 
and “they didn’t die,” so he 
decided to try it, even though 
he said that he never wanted 
to do IV drugs. 

Williams said, “There are 
things you say you will never 
do, but when you do them, 
there only becomes a new 
‘I’ll never…’” He claims that at 
this point, he and his friends 
were the “guys you didn’t want 
to be.”

In 2010, Williams got 
“dope sick” when he could 
not get up with the dealer. “I 
never knew what physically 
addicted meant,” he said. 

He was in class when he 
started sweating and expe-
riencing stomachaches and 
chills. His health, however, 
wasn’t the only thing that 
began to suffer. His finaces 
also took a hit as he started 
owing money to the dealer. 
money is gone and the dope is 
gone and you know you can’t 
spend more money, but you 
do,” he said. 

By March 2010, he was 
“broke and sick as f***.” He 
quit doing drugs other than 
alcohol and marijuana for a 
few months. Then, Williams’ 
birthday came around and he 
wanted to get high on other 
things again. 

The cycle began once 
more for him, but once in a 
while agained turned into 
every day. One day, nobodyhe 
knew had pills in town, but 
his friend knew a guy with 
heroin. 

“I loved heroin the first 
time I tried it,” Williams said. 
He was doing about 10 bags a 
week ($200) and was funding 
his addiction with his finan-
cial aid money. 

“I started graduate school 
doped up,” Williams claimed. 
It was in graduate school that 
he realized he did not want 
to be addicted anymore. He 
went to the counseling center, 
but it was not working out for 
him. “I would go get help and 
then get high,” he noted. 

By January 2011, his 
health and relationships were 
deeply suffering. He ran out 
of money, so he sold items. 
Some of the items he sold 
were stolen. 

One student shares 
his struggle with 
prescription drugs

one time

“It 
g o t  t o 
t h e  p o i n t  
where I didn’t want to get 
high, but my body needed it. 
I started being sick as soon as I 
woke up and it was absolutely 
terrible,” he remembered. In 
early summer, he stopped 
doing heroin. Then, in mid-
summer, he yearned for it 
again. 

“You always risk an over-
dose, especially when you 
haven’t done it in a while,” 
Williams mentioned. It was 
his yearning for heroin that 
got him arrested.

“I have never been hap-
pier in my life to be arrested; 
it saved my life,” he stated. He 
attended his first 12-step Nar-
cotics Anonymous program 
not long after his arrest and 
he attributes the program to 
his success now.

His parents were heart-
broken and began taking him 
to school and sitting with him 
through work and classes. 

“You do what you do to get 
things back that you love and I 
wanted to be clean,” he noted. 
He says that drugs were not 
the problem, but that he was 
the problem. 

“I am coming up nine 
months clean,” he said with 
pride. Williams is trying to 
come up with new, learned 
behaviors so that he can 
remain in recovery. 

“We write our own sto-
ries,” Williams noted. “It 
doesn’t have to be this way.”

This writer can be contacted at 
lifestyles@theeastcarolinian.

com.

* Name has been changed to 
protect identity 

cOnTribuTed
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AssisTAnT sporTs EdiTor

    Comeback wins are an art. No 
matter the sport, if you want to be 
successful, learning to come back 
when being down is important. So 
by that token, if comeback wins 
show the metal of a team, then 
ECU proved how tough it was 
after sweeping Penn State over the 
weekend.

In all three games, the Pirates 
trailed in the late innings and all 
three games saw different variations 
of a comeback.

On Friday night, the Pirates 
looked to have the game sewn up, 
heading to the ninth with a 4-3 lead, 
and closer Drew Reynolds heading 
to the mound. Reynolds was unable 
to close it out, allowing the tying run 

and sending it to the bottom half. Jay 
Cannon ended things on a walk off 
blast over the right field wall to give 
ECU the win.

On Saturday, the Pirates looked 
outmatched from the beginning. 
Penn State was more sound defen-
sively and far more aggressive at the 
plate. The Nittany Lions took a 5-1 
lead into the bottom of the ninth. 
But once again, ECU battled back on 
a John Wooten three-run home run, 
followed immediately by a Corey 
Thompson jack that sent the game 
to extras, where the Pirates would 
pull off the victory.

Finally, on Sunday, ECU again 
found itself down by multiple runs 
late, but instead of using power to 
battle back, the team used patience.

Trailing 4-2 heading into the 
bottom of the seventh, the Pirates 

looked lost at the plate. They 
couldn’t hit, didn’t seem to be able 
to determine balls from strikes and 
lacked plate discipline. In spite of all 
those things, ECU pieced together a 
four-run inning that consisted of six 
walks with no run scoring on a hit.

All of that adds up to three victo-
ries for the Pirates in three different 
methods, but the message it sends is 
that this team will never give up, no 
matter the situation.

“These kind of games make me 
old,” head coach Billy Godwin said 
when asked about the impact of 
winning in dramatic ways. “Experi-
ence is our best teacher. When you 
win in different ways, whether it’s 
hanging on and winning or coming 
from behind and winning, it tells 
you, ‘Hey, we can do this.’”

That knowledge may be the 

most important thing that came 
out of this weekend’s series. When 
a team knows that no matter the 
deficit, no matter the difficulties to 
that point, that they are never out of 
it and they become a very danger-
ous team.

But exactly how dangerous?
The Pirates boast a 14-4 record, 

but have holes. This weekend’s 
games, while memorable for their 
dramatics, did expose some glaring 
weakness.

ECU’s offense still seems to be 
hit and miss, struggling for large 
portions of ballgames. The bullpen 
was exposed over the weekend, but 
not in an overly serious way. Once 
again, the defense behind the pitch-
ing was suspect, producing four 

Comeback Bucs sweep PSU

Jordan Anders
sTAff WriTEr

    ECU head football coach Ruffin 
McNeill said in December that he 
wasn’t too crazy about the idea of 
spending Christmas at home for a 
chance, rather than on the road for 
a bowl game.

Monday, McNeill and the rest of 
the Pirate football program took the 
first step towards trying to make sure 
they’re not at home this December.

Monday marked the first day of 
spring practice in preparation for 
the 2012 football season, leading up 
to the Purple-Gold Spring game on 
April 14. 

“It’s an exciting time,” said 
McNeill, who is entering his third 
season as head coach. “Now we have 
a chance to actually get on the field 
with a football. (Spring practice is 
our) first time to get around our 
team and get on the field and see 
how much they’ve grown from last 
year to now.”

Where that growth is arguably 
most needed is the ability to hold 
on to the football. ECU was tied 
with Iowa State last year, leading 
the nation in turnovers with 35 – 
15 fumbles and 20 interceptions 
– including five games with four 
or more.

McNeill said that a large portion 
of this spring would be remembering 

Football readies for spring

>  SPring page A9

>  SWEEP page A9

>  hooPS page A9

Mcneill looks to return to bowl eligibility

Daniel Brockman
for ThE EAsT CAroliniAn

   The Pirates track and field team 
opened their outdoor season this 
past weekend by posting 15 top-
five finishes in the Wake Forest 
Open at Kentner Stadium.
   Freshman Kayla Padgett regis-
tered her first career outdoor event 
title by outperforming the field in 
the discus throw.
   Padgett captured the discus title 
by throwing 45.71 meters, besting 
second place finisher Jessica Row-
land of Findlay by 1.86 meters.

Senior Sunni Massop placed 
fourth in the discus throw with 42.58 
meters. She was just .44 meters away 
from taking third place.

Concord native Erin Tucker 
placed third in the prelims of the 
100-meter dash and finished fourth 
with a time of 11.85.

Brittany Copeland placed third 
in the 800-meter run with a time 
of 2:13.12.

Two Pirates placed in the top 10 
in the 1,500-meter run. Britney Kott 

Will Farrar
opinion 
ColuMnisT

It didn’t 
take Pirate fans 
long to figure 
out the men’s 
basketball pro-

gram will not receive a tournament 
bid after losing in the Conference 
USA quarterfinals to Southern 
Miss. Lacking 20 regular season 
wins, having no big-time victories 
against ranked opponents, and not 
coming home with the conference 
tournament championship are all 
components that can keep a team 
out of the big dance.

Although the Pirates have not 
made a tournament appearance 
since 1993, fans can be hopeful 
that in the near future, the Pirates 
can indeed make a run to the 
tournament. With teams leaving 
and joining C-USA, the basketball 
program can play new teams and 
hope to start at the top of a newly 
constructed conference schedule 
next season. Of the teams leav-
ing, Memphis and UCF are both 
joining the Big East next season, 
giving ECU some breathing room, 
considering Memphis has been a 
dominant force in the C-USA since 
the John Calipari era. 

The most reliable way the men’s 
basketball program can reserve a 
spot in the NCAA tournament is 
by winning a conference tourna-
ment championship, considering 
the selection committee respects 
this accomplishment as an auto-
matic bid.  

For example, the Western Ken-
tucky Hilltoppers were in the same 
shoes as ECU when conference 
tournament time came around: 
Having no quality wins against 
ranked opponents and coming 
short of a 20-win season. The dif-
ference came when WKU won the 
Sun Belt conference tournament, 
automatically qualifying them to 
play in a first round of four, in 
which they went on to beat Missis-
sippi Valley State for a spot to play 
Kentucky in the first round. 

Making the tournament once 
every decade will not do ECU or 
the program any justice though. 
Making the tournament not only 
means they get to keep playing 
basketball, but it also means the 
program is playing on a larger 
platform. 

The NCAA tournament is 
one of the biggest sporting events 
in America and when a team can 
compete on that stage every year, 
they can establish themselves as 
a worthy opponent to some of 
the ranked programs earlier in 

Track and field opens outdoor season

Future big 
dance hopes for 
men’s hoops

>  TrACK page A9

Athletic department to 
aid in new conference

Staff Reports

ECu and several other 
institutions have moved 
ahead in the formation of 
a new presidentially led 
intercollegiate athletic 
conference. 
Chancellor steve Ballard 
and athletic director Terry 
holland have agreed to a 
plan set forth by found-
ing institutions on the 
next step in forming a new 
conference.
The next phase will be 
negotiations on the rules 
that will govern the new 
conference.
Ballard expressed that the 
current plan is to create a 
regional divided conference 
that would allow ECu to 
play East Coast teams.
in february presidents 
and chancellors from 16 
universities, including 
ECu, met to discuss the 
new conference that would 
begin competition in the 
2013-2014 academic 
year. of those planning to 
participate are members of 
Conference usA and the 
Mountain West.

They said it…

“ECu is actively involved 
in developing a new confer-
ence that will maximize 
our athletic opportunities. 
our goals are constant —to 
achieve excellence on the 
field and to create every 
possible opportunity for 
academic success of the 
student athlete.”
-Chancellor Steve Ballard

Senior golf pair 
leads men over 
Cowboys

Staff Reports

seniors Adam stephenson 
and harold Varner took 
victories at the top of the 
lineup as ECu defeated 
10-time nCAA champion, 
fourth-seeded oklahoma 
state, 3.5-1.5, in the third 
round of the Callaway Col-
legiate Match play Cham-
pionship.
The ninth-seeded pirates, 
who defeated iowa and lost 
to no. 7 Arkansas sunday, 
advanced in the consola-
tion bracket and will face 
sixth-seeded indiana on 
Tueday at 8:30 a.m. The 
winner will finish fifth 
in the event. The hoo-
siers defeated 10-seeded 
Tennessee, Monday after 
having beaten Kennesaw 
state and losing to duke 
on sunday.
Arkansas and duke will 
meet for the championship 
Tuesday. The top-seeded 
razorbacks swept its five 
matches against Chatta-
nooga to win its semifinal 
bout Monday, while the 
third-seeded Blue devils 
nipped second-seeded 
California, 3 and 2, in the 
other semifinal. The Mocs 
and the Bears will play for 
third place.
Varner defeated Talor 
Gooch, who is ranked 11th 
individually in the latest 
Golfweek/sagarin ratings. 
stephenson knocked off 
sean Einhaus while sopho-
more ryan Eibner was vic-
torious over patrick Wither. 
senior david Watkins 
halved his match against 
Brad Gehl. The Cowyboys’ 
Tanner Kesterson logged a 
2-up win over Eric Brady.

sErGhEi TrofiMoV | ThE EAsT CAroliniAn

infielder Bryan Bass (4) beats the tag at home plate against Penn State on Sunday at Clark LeClair Stadium as John Wooten (16) looks on.

drEW CArTEr | ThE EAsT CAroliniAn

ruffin Mcneill addressed the media on the first day of spring practice.

sid

Brittany Copeland placed third in the 800-meter event at Wake Forest.
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    Comeback wins are an art. No 
matter the sport, if you want to be 
successful, learning to come back 
when being down is important. So 
by that token, if comeback wins 
show the metal of a team, then 
ECU proved how tough it was 
after sweeping Penn State over the 
weekend.

In all three games, the Pirates 
trailed in the late innings and all 
three games saw different variations 
of a comeback.

On Friday night, the Pirates 
looked to have the game sewn up, 
heading to the ninth with a 4-3 lead, 
and closer Drew Reynolds heading 
to the mound. Reynolds was unable 
to close it out, allowing the tying run 

and sending it to the bottom half. Jay 
Cannon ended things on a walk off 
blast over the right field wall to give 
ECU the win.

On Saturday, the Pirates looked 
outmatched from the beginning. 
Penn State was more sound defen-
sively and far more aggressive at the 
plate. The Nittany Lions took a 5-1 
lead into the bottom of the ninth. 
But once again, ECU battled back on 
a John Wooten three-run home run, 
followed immediately by a Corey 
Thompson jack that sent the game 
to extras, where the Pirates would 
pull off the victory.

Finally, on Sunday, ECU again 
found itself down by multiple runs 
late, but instead of using power to 
battle back, the team used patience.

Trailing 4-2 heading into the 
bottom of the seventh, the Pirates 

looked lost at the plate. They 
couldn’t hit, didn’t seem to be able 
to determine balls from strikes and 
lacked plate discipline. In spite of all 
those things, ECU pieced together a 
four-run inning that consisted of six 
walks with no run scoring on a hit.

All of that adds up to three victo-
ries for the Pirates in three different 
methods, but the message it sends is 
that this team will never give up, no 
matter the situation.

“These kind of games make me 
old,” head coach Billy Godwin said 
when asked about the impact of 
winning in dramatic ways. “Experi-
ence is our best teacher. When you 
win in different ways, whether it’s 
hanging on and winning or coming 
from behind and winning, it tells 
you, ‘Hey, we can do this.’”

That knowledge may be the 

most important thing that came 
out of this weekend’s series. When 
a team knows that no matter the 
deficit, no matter the difficulties to 
that point, that they are never out of 
it and they become a very danger-
ous team.

But exactly how dangerous?
The Pirates boast a 14-4 record, 

but have holes. This weekend’s 
games, while memorable for their 
dramatics, did expose some glaring 
weakness.

ECU’s offense still seems to be 
hit and miss, struggling for large 
portions of ballgames. The bullpen 
was exposed over the weekend, but 
not in an overly serious way. Once 
again, the defense behind the pitch-
ing was suspect, producing four 

Comeback Bucs sweep PSU

Jordan Anders
sTAff WriTEr

    ECU head football coach Ruffin 
McNeill said in December that he 
wasn’t too crazy about the idea of 
spending Christmas at home for a 
chance, rather than on the road for 
a bowl game.

Monday, McNeill and the rest of 
the Pirate football program took the 
first step towards trying to make sure 
they’re not at home this December.

Monday marked the first day of 
spring practice in preparation for 
the 2012 football season, leading up 
to the Purple-Gold Spring game on 
April 14. 

“It’s an exciting time,” said 
McNeill, who is entering his third 
season as head coach. “Now we have 
a chance to actually get on the field 
with a football. (Spring practice is 
our) first time to get around our 
team and get on the field and see 
how much they’ve grown from last 
year to now.”

Where that growth is arguably 
most needed is the ability to hold 
on to the football. ECU was tied 
with Iowa State last year, leading 
the nation in turnovers with 35 – 
15 fumbles and 20 interceptions 
– including five games with four 
or more.

McNeill said that a large portion 
of this spring would be remembering 

Football readies for spring

>  SPring page A9

>  SWEEP page A9

>  hooPS page A9

Mcneill looks to return to bowl eligibility

Daniel Brockman
for ThE EAsT CAroliniAn

   The Pirates track and field team 
opened their outdoor season this 
past weekend by posting 15 top-
five finishes in the Wake Forest 
Open at Kentner Stadium.
   Freshman Kayla Padgett regis-
tered her first career outdoor event 
title by outperforming the field in 
the discus throw.
   Padgett captured the discus title 
by throwing 45.71 meters, besting 
second place finisher Jessica Row-
land of Findlay by 1.86 meters.

Senior Sunni Massop placed 
fourth in the discus throw with 42.58 
meters. She was just .44 meters away 
from taking third place.

Concord native Erin Tucker 
placed third in the prelims of the 
100-meter dash and finished fourth 
with a time of 11.85.

Brittany Copeland placed third 
in the 800-meter run with a time 
of 2:13.12.

Two Pirates placed in the top 10 
in the 1,500-meter run. Britney Kott 

Will Farrar
opinion 
ColuMnisT

It didn’t 
take Pirate fans 
long to figure 
out the men’s 
basketball pro-

gram will not receive a tournament 
bid after losing in the Conference 
USA quarterfinals to Southern 
Miss. Lacking 20 regular season 
wins, having no big-time victories 
against ranked opponents, and not 
coming home with the conference 
tournament championship are all 
components that can keep a team 
out of the big dance.

Although the Pirates have not 
made a tournament appearance 
since 1993, fans can be hopeful 
that in the near future, the Pirates 
can indeed make a run to the 
tournament. With teams leaving 
and joining C-USA, the basketball 
program can play new teams and 
hope to start at the top of a newly 
constructed conference schedule 
next season. Of the teams leav-
ing, Memphis and UCF are both 
joining the Big East next season, 
giving ECU some breathing room, 
considering Memphis has been a 
dominant force in the C-USA since 
the John Calipari era. 

The most reliable way the men’s 
basketball program can reserve a 
spot in the NCAA tournament is 
by winning a conference tourna-
ment championship, considering 
the selection committee respects 
this accomplishment as an auto-
matic bid.  

For example, the Western Ken-
tucky Hilltoppers were in the same 
shoes as ECU when conference 
tournament time came around: 
Having no quality wins against 
ranked opponents and coming 
short of a 20-win season. The dif-
ference came when WKU won the 
Sun Belt conference tournament, 
automatically qualifying them to 
play in a first round of four, in 
which they went on to beat Missis-
sippi Valley State for a spot to play 
Kentucky in the first round. 

Making the tournament once 
every decade will not do ECU or 
the program any justice though. 
Making the tournament not only 
means they get to keep playing 
basketball, but it also means the 
program is playing on a larger 
platform. 

The NCAA tournament is 
one of the biggest sporting events 
in America and when a team can 
compete on that stage every year, 
they can establish themselves as 
a worthy opponent to some of 
the ranked programs earlier in 

Track and field opens outdoor season

Future big 
dance hopes for 
men’s hoops

>  TrACK page A9

Athletic department to 
aid in new conference

Staff Reports

ECu and several other 
institutions have moved 
ahead in the formation of 
a new presidentially led 
intercollegiate athletic 
conference. 
Chancellor steve Ballard 
and athletic director Terry 
holland have agreed to a 
plan set forth by found-
ing institutions on the 
next step in forming a new 
conference.
The next phase will be 
negotiations on the rules 
that will govern the new 
conference.
Ballard expressed that the 
current plan is to create a 
regional divided conference 
that would allow ECu to 
play East Coast teams.
in february presidents 
and chancellors from 16 
universities, including 
ECu, met to discuss the 
new conference that would 
begin competition in the 
2013-2014 academic 
year. of those planning to 
participate are members of 
Conference usA and the 
Mountain West.

They said it…

“ECu is actively involved 
in developing a new confer-
ence that will maximize 
our athletic opportunities. 
our goals are constant —to 
achieve excellence on the 
field and to create every 
possible opportunity for 
academic success of the 
student athlete.”
-Chancellor Steve Ballard

Senior golf pair 
leads men over 
Cowboys

Staff Reports

seniors Adam stephenson 
and harold Varner took 
victories at the top of the 
lineup as ECu defeated 
10-time nCAA champion, 
fourth-seeded oklahoma 
state, 3.5-1.5, in the third 
round of the Callaway Col-
legiate Match play Cham-
pionship.
The ninth-seeded pirates, 
who defeated iowa and lost 
to no. 7 Arkansas sunday, 
advanced in the consola-
tion bracket and will face 
sixth-seeded indiana on 
Tueday at 8:30 a.m. The 
winner will finish fifth 
in the event. The hoo-
siers defeated 10-seeded 
Tennessee, Monday after 
having beaten Kennesaw 
state and losing to duke 
on sunday.
Arkansas and duke will 
meet for the championship 
Tuesday. The top-seeded 
razorbacks swept its five 
matches against Chatta-
nooga to win its semifinal 
bout Monday, while the 
third-seeded Blue devils 
nipped second-seeded 
California, 3 and 2, in the 
other semifinal. The Mocs 
and the Bears will play for 
third place.
Varner defeated Talor 
Gooch, who is ranked 11th 
individually in the latest 
Golfweek/sagarin ratings. 
stephenson knocked off 
sean Einhaus while sopho-
more ryan Eibner was vic-
torious over patrick Wither. 
senior david Watkins 
halved his match against 
Brad Gehl. The Cowyboys’ 
Tanner Kesterson logged a 
2-up win over Eric Brady.

sErGhEi TrofiMoV | ThE EAsT CAroliniAn

infielder Bryan Bass (4) beats the tag at home plate against Penn State on Sunday at Clark LeClair Stadium as John Wooten (16) looks on.

drEW CArTEr | ThE EAsT CAroliniAn

ruffin Mcneill addressed the media on the first day of spring practice.

sid

Brittany Copeland placed third in the 800-meter event at Wake Forest.
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For rent
WALK TO CLASS: 1 block from 
campus, near Joyner library and 
next to the ECU campus police 
station, a 2BR apartment with 
hardwood floors and central 
heat/air. Washer/dryer, dish-
washer, high-speed Internet, 
basic cable, water/sewer all 
included. One unit available for 
the summer, one August 1. Call 
252-916-5680.

WALK TO CLASS: 2 blocks 
from campus. 300 South Jarvis 
Street, across from Christy’s 
Euro Pub, a 2BR house with 
hardwood floors and central 
heat/air. How about your own 
house with a yard (some dogs 
OK), a large bedroom and be 
able to walk to campus, down-
town, the Rec Center, etc. Basic 
cable, high speed Internet, 
washer/dryer, lawn care all 
included. Call 252-916-5680.   

2BR/2BA. Excellent condition. 
222-B Wyndham Circle. Avail-
able June 1st. $600/month. 
Call 252-355-6339.

River Banks Apartments. River 
front 1BR apartment with wood 
floors, low energy cost, free 
water & sewer, and Internet. 
$475/month. Call 252-364-
1476.

WALK TO CLASS – 1 BLOCK. 
2BR/1.5BA quadplex. “Buc-
caneer Village” (507 E. 11th 
Street). Save money, no ECU 
parking fees to pay. Includes 
kitchen appliances, dishwasher, 
and washer/dryer. $525/month. 
Call Pinnacle Mgmt. at 252-
561-RENT{7368}.

3BR/3BA spacious condo at 
320 Brownlea Drive. You choose 
your rent amount. $900/month 
includes water. $1325/month 
gets you cable, Internet, lights, 
and water. On ECU bus route 
or walk to class. Bring your own 
roommates, we do not match. 
Call Pinnacle Mgmt. at 252-
561-RENT{7368}.

EXPENSIVE ADS = EXPENSIVE 
RENTS. We Don’t Do That! 
CHECK US OUT - WYNDHAM 
COURT APTS. 2BR with full 
size washer/dryer, dishwasher, 
FREE cable, Internet available, 
cheap utilities, on ECU bus 

route. As low as $287.50 per 
person ($575 per unit). Pets 
OK. Call Pinnacle Mgmt. at 
252-561-RENT{7368}.

NOW ALL INCLUSIVE!! WYND-
HAM COURT APTS. 2BR apart-
ment includes all utilities, cable, 
Internet, full size washer/dryer, 
and dishwasher. On ECU bus 
route. Starting at only $355 
per person ($710 per unit). 
Pets OK. Call Pinnacle Mgmt. 
at 252-561-RENT{7368}.

Looking for an affordable solu-
tion to your roommate problems? 
Check out these great loca-
tions convenient to ECU: Ridge 
Pointe 1BR $300, 2BR $395 
water/sewer included. Village 
Quarters 1BR $350 includes 
water/sewer and washer/dryer. 
Contact Wainright Property 
Management at 252-756-6209 
or www.rentingreenville.com 

PIRATEPLACES.COM!!! It’s 
time again to start reserving 
your house across from ECU for 
next year. We have the best and 
closest houses next to ECU and 
we will be signing new leases 
now for rentals starting in June, 
July and August.  Every year 
these houses are rented quickly 
so don’t miss out and go to 
PIRATEPLACES.COM today and 
let us know which house you 
are interested in before they’re 
all gone. PIRATEPLACES.COM

Early-leasing: blocks to ECU, 
wide selection of quality homes, 
includes all appliances, and 
central heat/AC. Leases begin 
June, July, or August. See at 
www.collegeuniversityrentals.
com or call 252-321-4712.

ECU student duplexes on bus 
route or walk to class! Duplexes 
at Wyndham Circle. 2 bedroom, 
2 full bath. Newly decorated, 
cathedral ceilings, great land-
lord, great price, big backyard, 
good parking, some pets OK, 
patios for grilling. Available June 
1, July 1, and August 1. $620/
month. Call 252-321-4802.

The Gables East is now reserving 
newly renovated one and two 
bedroom apartments just blocks 
from ECU! Internet, water and 
sewer included in the rent! Call 
252-321-3281 and ask about 
our great move in specials.

Why rent a room when you can 
have your own duplex or house 
for as low as $293 per person?! 
For more info about Dockside 
Duplexes and Riverwalk Homes, 
contact Eastern Property Man-
agement at 252-321-3281.

Need an affordable apartment 
close to campus? The Gables 
at Brownlea and Eastgate Vil-
lage offer great prices plus 
you receive FREE cable and 
Internet! Ask about our move in 
specials and no security deposit 
option. Please call 252-321-
3281 for details.

Female subleaser wanted for 
May - July at Pirates Cove. 
4BR/4BA. For more details, call 
910-249-0699.

Help Wanted
Babysitter Needed. Approxi-
mately 20-25 hours/week day-
time hours June-August to 
watch 3 girls. Non-smoker 
with car required. Must be 
energetic, fun, responsible, and 
like to swim. Will play with and 
supervise kids, chauffer them 
to activities and do light house-
work. Competitive pay. Email 
nccrawfords5@gmail.com with 
resume and/or experience by 
March 25th.

PART-TIME HELP NEEDED. 
Flexible with classes. Great 
resume builder. All-majors con-
sidered. Internships possible 
depending on major, & scholar-
ships possible based on perfor-
mance. Customer sales/service. 
No experience necessary. Call 
252-215-5633 or apply online 
at WORKinGREENVILLE.com 
for info and to schedule an 
interview.

!BARTENDING! $250/day 
potential. No exp necessary. 
Training available. Call 1-800-
965-6520 (EXT 202).

Greenville Recreation & Parks 
Department is recruiting youth 
baseball umpires and score-
keepers for the Spring baseball 
program for ages 4-8.  Appli-
cants must possess a good 
knowledge of baseball rules and 
have the ability and patience to 
work with youth. Duties include 
but are not limited to: umpir-
ing, scorekeeping, setting up 

for practices and games, and 
ensuring proper care of pro-
gram/facility. Hours are from 
4:30pm to 8:00pm, Monday 
to Friday, and Saturday morn-
ings and afternoons. Hours 
are flexible according to class 
schedules.  This program will 
run from April 21 through mid 
June. Umpires and scorekeep-
ers will be paid $8.00 an hour. 
For more information, please 
contact the Athletic Office 
at 252-329-4550, Monday 
through Friday, 10am until 
7pm. To apply, please go to the 
following website: http://www.

greenvillenc.gov/

Volunteers are needed for Easter 
Seals UCP’s “Camp Tuscarora” 
on Saturday, May 12 from 
10:00am to 3:00pm in Win-
terville and on Friday, May 18 
through Sunday, May 20 in 
Salter Path. For more infor-
mation, call 252-756-6533 
or email ALLSBROOKL07@
students.ecu.edu

For Sale
A+ BRAND NEW Mattress Sets. 
Twin: $99, Full: $114, Queen: 

$129. Free layaway. Delivery 
available. No credit check. 
Financing. Call 252-758-2377.

CampuS 
announCementS

AΔΠ and ΠKA 2nd Annual 
Ron-A-Thon 5K/Carnival ben-
efiting the Ronald McDon-
ald House is Saturday, March 
24th at 1:00pm. Race starts at 
Chico’s. Registration on www.
FSSERIES.com ($15 with dis-
count code “student”).




