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Staff Reports

Eleven first-year ECU students have 
recently been named by the school as 
EC Scholars.

Recipients of this recognition receive 
a four-year merit scholarship from the 
university. 

The scholarship covers all four years 
and is worth approximately $45,000. 

Each year, 10 to 12 incoming first-
year students are chosen from a group of 
highly-qualified and competitive appli-
cants. The applicants must demonstrate 
strong academic qualifications, intellec-
tual curiosity, meaningful extracurricular 
involvement and a commitment to civic 
engagement.

Some of the students named 

Eleven freshmen named 
EC Scholars

briefs

Staff Report
ECU student and athlete Terry Paul, 

21, collapsed unexpectedly in front of 
Jones Residence Hall on Thursday. 

According to WITN, after an exami-
nation by a medical examiner, the Green-
ville Medical Examiner’s Office reported 
the cause of death to be cardiomyopathy, 
an inflammation of the heart.

At ECU, Paul was a wide receiver for 
the football team and a sprinter on the 
track and field team.

App.com reported that sprinting 
coach Brian Hirsblond 

ECU student athlete dies

budget page A2>

The East Carolinian  | Contributing photographer Doug Mackenzie

An unnamed individual is taken out of West End Dining Hall on a 
stretcher for an exercise program for the Greenville Emergency Units.

The East Carolinian  | Contributing photographer Doug Mackenzie 

Firetrucks, police cars and ambulances surround the perimeter of ECU’s West End on campus.

Cassie McLean
Assistant News Editor

The ECU Police Department conducted 
a full-scale critical incident exercise yesterday 
morning on the grounds in front of Menden-
hall Student Center and the Campus Recre-
ation and Wellness Center. Both facilities were 
closed until 1 p.m. yesterday in order to prepare 
for and conduct the exercise. Many dorms, 
including Greene, Clement, White, Fletcher 
and Garrett, as well as many parking areas, were 
closed. West End Dining Hall was also closed.

Dawn Tevepaugh, assistant chief for the 
ECU Police Department, said, “We had a drill 
on campus [Tuesday] in which the goal was to 
test the university and particularly the overall 
communication system between departments 

Practice drill imposes 
on first day of classes

Will Hiebert
Staff Writer

ECU Chancellor Steve Ballard is prepar-
ing to cut ECU’s budget by another $25 mil-
lion this year in response to Gov. Bev Perdue’s 
proposed budget released April 28 that cuts 
all UNC schools’ budgets by 7 percent. The 
budget cuts, which still have to be approved 
by the North Carolina Senate, could mean 
100 lost faculty positions, larger classrooms, 
a reduction in “key science, professional and 
business programs,” and a slow in workforce 
training according to an April 5 press release 
from Ballard. 

Over the past three years, ECU has faced 
$90 million in total budget cuts. For the past 
few years, ECU’s budget cuts have come in 
non-academic areas according to Ballard, 
but that isn’t enough.  Even though ECU only 
makes up 13 percent of the UNC budget, the 
cuts account for almost a third of the budget 
cuts for the entire UNC system over the last 
three years, which total to just over $300 mil-
lion. Ballard’s press release outlines strategies 
to adjust for the smaller budget, which include 
admitting fewer students.  

Ballard said in a WITN interview that the 
2011 budget is not promising improvement, 
citing that the economic stimulus money is 
expected to dry up then. Ballard said to expect 
an additional $93 million lost over the next 
three years. 

A UNC systems study on the impact of 
these budget cuts outlined what programs 
would be cut; it said 204 course selections 
would be eliminated, counseling and psycho-
logical services would be cut, faculty positions 
that include “housekeepers, groundskeepers, 
building trades, mail services, accounting 
services, administrative support, environ-
mental health and training,” as well as specific 
reductions in the ECU Institute for Coastal 
Sciences and the Center for Security Studies 
and Research, elimination of the Dean of Stu-
dents position, Vice Provost of Operations, 23 
graduate assistant positions and many more, 
and a 49 percent reduction on the books fund 
for the Health Sciences library, 

ECU budget cut 
by $25 million
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Paul was described by his 
coach as having a smile that 
could light up a room.
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Mendenhall Student Center
Room 221 @ 7:00 p.m.

DAYBREAKERS
Starring:  Ethan Hawke, Willem Dafoe, Claudia Karvan, Michael Dorman

Rated:  R     Length:  98 minutes

1 BR/1 BA  &  2 BR/2BA

Located on Wimbledon Drive beside Fuddruckers

Wainright 
Property Management

Melbourne Park 

Trafalgar

252-756-6209   ¤  www. RentInGreenville.com

1 BR/1 BA  &  2 BR/2BA

Located on Country Home Road Behind Sheetz

• Range
• Refrigerator
• Dishwasher
• Built-in Microwave
• Washer/Dryer connections
• Pool

• Upstairs end units have  
   cathedral ceiling
• Ceiling fan in living room
• 24-hour Maintenance
• Water & Sewer

Upscale Apartments Including:

Call for move-in specials!

such as the police department, chancel-
lors division and the external groups — such 
as the ECU police, local police and the 
sheriff ’s department.”

She said, “We are making sure we can 
successfully handle an active shooter on 
campus.”

Tevepaugh explained the specifics of the 
active-shooter event. “What we had today 
was a drill with two active shooters. One was 
neutralized in the area in front of White Hall. 
The second went into White Hall and took 
hostages on the 10th floor. This was all role 
playing, of course.”  

The drill, which began around 9:15 a.m. 
and concluded at 1:30 p.m., was “effective 
and successful and we had very good com-
munication between officers in the field 
and other agencies responding to help us,” 
Tevepaugh said.

As for the future, Tevepaugh said, “It 
gives us a building block to continue our 
training and build from this drill for future 
exercises so we can learn and improve even 
more.”

According to a video posted on the 
police department’s Web site, Scott Shelton, 
ECU chief of police, warned students and 
staff of the procedure. Shelton said, “There 
will be actors portraying armed gunman, 
hostages and victims, as well as a large 
amount of emergency vehicles travelling to 
and from campus.”

Shelton said in advance, “This drill will 
provide all of us with a great opportunity to 
practice emergency preparedness.”

“Sometime around 9:15 a.m., a simu-
lated sound of shots fired will occur and 
the drill will begin. Emergency responders 
will arrive, treating this as if it were a real 
emergency,” said Shelton.

Sirens sounded during the event and 
the ECU Alert Communication system 
delivered a text message to all listed cell 
phone users. The text clearly explained that 
the trial was just a practice-run.

As to why the event occurred on the 
first day of summer classes, Major Frank 
Night of the ECU Police Department said 
that was due to three major reasons. “One 
company, Enviro-Safe, had to schedule and 
fit in 17 North Carolina universities and 
colleges. Secondly, we wanted to make sure 
all the officials were on campus and had an 
opportunity to participate. Some staff go on 
a quick vacation in between spring semester 
and summer semester and wanted all our 
key players to be here. Thirdly, we had a 
scheduling conflict.”

 “We certainly would’ve liked to do it on 
a day other than today, but that’s just how it 
happened due to the scheduling conflict,” 
he added.

Chief of Police Scott Shelton reminded 
students of the very unfortunate truth the 
university hopes to prepare for. “ECU, nor 
any other college, will ever be immune to the 
threat of emergencies. However, training and 
having an effective plan is vital.”

This writer can be contacted at news@
theeastcarolinian.com. 

drill continued from A1

and much more. 
According to the 2010 UNC 

budget, N.C. State is expected to lose 
$36 million, UNC Chapel Hill could 
lose $40 million and Appalachian State 
could lose $9.7 million. The final vote 
from the North Carolina Senate on the 

budget could come as early as Thursday. 
More details will become clear when the 
final budget is approved. 

This writer can be contacted at news@
theeastcarolinian.com. 

budget continued from A1

described Paul as cool, calm and 
direct.

 “The kids are mourning. It’s been 
tough,” he said.

Shamieka James, sophomore at 
ECU and a close friend of Paul’s, recol-
lected on the time she first met Paul.

“I met him this past fall. We lived in 
the same dorm and he’d come up to my 
room to borrow an iron,” she laughed.

She fondly remembered, “He was 
over almost every day. We’d watch 
movies or study together. We had a lot 
of very intimate conversations.”

As to what kind of guy the popular 

athlete was, James said, “He was very 
funny, outgoing.”

“He used to imitate Kevin Hart, the 
stand up comedian. His reenactments 
would crack us up. It was hilarious,” 
she said.

James said that his nickname 
personified him. “We nicknamed him 
‘Terry Berry’ because he was so sweet.”

paul continued from A1

for the award are as follows: Sarah 
Gurganus of Blounts Creek, who plans 
to study engineering; Hannah Potter 
of Marshville, who plans to major in 
international studies; Rachel Pollard of 
Washington, D.C., who plans to major 
in biology; Sandra Ross of Newton 
Grove, who plans to study chemistry 
and Megan Mehaffey of Clyde, who 
also plans on majoring in engineering.

scholars 

continued from A1
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Umbrellas       !

FIVE POINTS PLAZA
@ 5TH & EVANS

For more info, visit uptowngreenville.com
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OPINION A4Pirate rants
The East Carolinian does not endorse 
statements made in Pirate Rants. 
Questions regarding Rants can be 
directed to Katelyn Crouse, Editor in Chief, 
at opinion@theeastcarolinian.com. Log 
onto theeastcarolinian.com to submit a 
Rant of your own.

Figure out what you want out of us 
because you give me so many mixed 
messages I don’t know what to do.

Have you noticed how many text zombies 
are walking around campus?

Give me the stink eye one more time and 
I’m giving you a black eye.

I love how you think I still want to talk 
to you after Thursday night. You’re cute, 
but that’s pretty much all you have going 
for you.

To the girl wearing the wakeboard shirt 
on the Landing bus last week: You can 
ride me time.

I was just trying to help you out by eating 
all your food. Just think of me as your 
personal Weight Watchers.

Okay, I was beginning to get used to the 
orange girls, but the orange guys? C’mon, 
spray tans are NOT for you.

“Book buyback”? What a joke!  In four 
semesters, they have refused to buy back 
every book I have tried to sell them.

Turning 20 is just depressing. You aren’t 
old enough to drink but you are too old 
to get away with being immature. This 
sucks.

Is Ke$ha spelled Ke?ha in the UK?

Isn’t it funny how the terrible professors 
never mention the SOIS survey while 
the great professors beg the students to 
do it.

Dear retiring Head Drum Major: Your 
back flips will be greatly missed!!

It’s been said that “Patience is a virtue.”  
When you’re trying to find a decent girl 
to date and not be friends with her, 
patience begins to feel more like pure 
torture.

Maybe I’m just old school to heart but I 
hate how a lot of people here feed into 
the negative rep about my school by 
losing their minds at the end of the year. 
Have some respect for yourselves, folks.

A lot of kids say ECU is their second 
home, but for me...it’s the only place I 
belong. :)

If you’re going to spy on me, be bold 
about it. Stop hiding like a little girl

To the jerk who keyed my car: Thank you 
for the 2009 rental I get to drive around 
while waiting for my NEW and FREE 
paintjob!

It was all played out perfect. She was 
coming back to my place but NO the 
ugly sober friend steps in.

To the girl who wrote about having sex in 
the library: You are dirty. Period.

“As sick as it sounds, a real-

ity show might help, actu-

ally. At least then people 

could get the truth.”
Lindsay Lohan

Illustrated by Adrian Parhamovich 

Andrea Robertson
Opinion Editor

When speaking of one’s alma mater, a 
person should exude pride – one should be 
able to stand in a room full of people and 
command respect when stating where she 
obtained her degree.

I recently earned my Bachelor of Arts 
in English with a minor in Communication 
Studies – sounds fancy when it’s all spelled 
out, doesn’t it? Now I’m pursuing my Master 
of Arts in English, and I must admit I’m 
rather proud of myself ! However, while 
I beam with the pride of my accomplish-
ments, at times I find myself dreading the 
question that’s on everyone’s mind: where 
do I attend college?

My dislike of this question began the 
summer before I started my first semester 
at ECU, when the manager at the store I 
worked at asked me where I was planning 
to go to college. 

“E-C-U,” I answered like a little kid 
who knew she had just won the first grade 
spelling bee. 

“Don’t you mean E-Z-U?” he said with 
a laugh.

Hearing my manager say this caused 
my heart to sink, but he prepared me for the 
multitude of future comments I would hear 
when speaking of my alma mater. It seems 
that no matter where you go or who you talk 
to, someone has heard of ECU’s reputation 
as a party school and that someone loves to 
make jokes of said reputation. 

It wasn’t until more recently, however, 
that I felt that ECU’s reputation as a party 
school was a problem. I rationalized that 
there was no real evidence of the Pirates 
being too rowdy – every college and uni-
versity has parties and drinking. But now 
thanks to the Playboy party school list and 
Girls Gone Wild, the entire world will have 
access to reading and watching how hard 
the Pirates party.

Sounds cool, right? I mean, “You can’t 
spell parties without Pirates!” We should be 
proud, should we not? 

Let me stop with the sarcasm. Pirates 
– you should be appalled that the exposure 
many people are getting to your university 
is that its students know how to party. We 

Bad publicity 
exists 

are here for an education. We are here to 
better ourselves. We are here to bring pride 
to our school.

One of your greatest accomplishments 
while you attend ECU should not be a 
60-second keg stand or going undefeated 
at beer pong all night, but the fact that you 
made the Chancellor’s List or belonged to an 
organization that bettered ECU’s campus or 
student body.

Too many students have lost sight of 
what’s important while at college, and ECU 
suffers for it. So what happens to the Pirates 
who care about the reputation of their 
school? They have to suck it up and get over 
it. They have to watch their fellow Pirates 
destroy the credibility that they have worked 
so hard to achieve.

And I wish that I could blame Playboy 
and Girls Gone Wild for this bad public-
ity, but I can’t. The Pirates can only thank 
themselves for the negative things that are 
said about them. Students are the reason 
that these media produce seemingly positive 
but realistically negative publicity reflecting 
the university.

Now that I have a degree from ECU, 
I would like to take this moment to thank 
all the countless students who have made 
it possible for ECU to have such a sordid 

reputation. All these negative behaviors and 
irresponsible acts help degrade each and 
every one of our degrees.

So while you�re congratulating each 
other on being number five on the Playboy 
party school list and talking about how many 
boobies you saw at The Plank while Girls 
Gone Wild was here � remember the cliché, 
�You are judged by the company you keep.�

Being a true Pirate means taking pride 
in your school and showing school spirit. 
Every time the Pirates are highlighted for 
partying, drinking or violence, the spirit of 
ECU is harmed a little more. 

One day you’re going to be applying 
for a job after you’ve left ECU, and you 
will want your potential employer to take 
you seriously. And let’s face it – if the vast 
majority of the students continue to provide 
the media with the idea that most of us are 
working toward a Bachelor of Arts in Party-
ing, it won’t be hard to find someone who 
isn’t going to take you seriously.

So instead of drinking your college 
careers away and bragging about it so much 
that the media gets involved and exposes the 
negative side of ECU, do something to better 
yourself and your university.

This writer can be contacted at opin-
ion@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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LIve
on 

Deck

Ovens Auditorium , Charlotte, N.C. 
Saturday 5/30

Featuring Boys Like Girls, 
Car te l ,  Good Charlotte ,  Al l 
T i m e  L o w  +  M a n y  M o r e 

Uptown Amphitheatre at the 
Music Factory, Charlotte, N.C. 

Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
Concord, N.C.

With special guest Francis and 
the Lights

The Fillmore, Charlotte, N.C.
Tuesday

F e a t u r i n g  M o n t g o m e r y 
Gentry, Eric Church + Many More 

Time Warner CableMusic Pavil-
ion at Walnut Creek, Raleigh, N.C. 

Wicked: 
     A New Musical 

One fan’s experience of meeting some of 
country’s most well-known stars

Jamie A. Johnson
Contributing Writer

It felt utterly surreal. Was this Disney World’s Cinderella’s 
Castle, or was this the parking lot of a Taylor Swift concert 
in Raleigh? It was hard to tell. Tween girls wearing tutus 
escorted by their moms were swirling about with tons of pink 
glitter littered the parking lot. The posters swaying through 
the air with “T. Swift is My Idol” gave it away. It was a Taylor 
Swift concert, after all.  

After walking through the parking lot, the next stop 
was backstage to interview Gloriana, an up-and-coming 
country band that opened for Swift. Having been a fan of 
Gloriana and Swift for some time, it was undoubtedly a 
thrilling opportunity to meet the stars and experience their 
world backstage. Unfortunately, what unfolded behind the 
curtains was not at all expected. 

Entering Gloriana’s dressing room, the manager claimed 
Gloriana would be arriving within 10 minutes. The band is 
made up of four musicians: brothers Tom and Mike Gossin, 
Rachel Reinert and Cheyenne Kimball. All four band mem-
bers sing, and the Gossins and Kimball also play guitar. 
Kimball plays the mandolin as well. 

The dressing room was the opposite of glamorous; it 
was filthy. Dirty clothes were scattered about the floor, and 
the band members’ personal belongings covered the tables. 
After waiting for over half an hour, three of Gloriana’s band 
members strutted into the room. The Gossins plopped 
themselves on the ripped-up ugly green couch, while Reinert 
sandwiched herself in the middle. But where was the fourth 
band member? 

“Cheyenne is still fixing her hair,” Reinert said 

Backstage: All that glitters is not gold

‘Iron Man 2’ kicks off the season for major summer blockbusters 



Madonna Messana
Staff Writer 

Based on the hit series of Marvel 
comic books, “Iron Man 2” has finally 
hit theaters and is, as expected, jam-
packed with thrills, excitement and 
plenty of action. The sequel takes place 
six months after Tony Stark, CEO of 
Stark Industries, decides he is going to 
strive toward world peace by halting the 
production of war weapons, along with 
revealing in a surprising announcement 
at a press conference that he is, in fact, 

Iron Man. 
In “Iron Man 2,” Stark is faced with 

a dilemma, as Senator Stern, played by 
Garry Shandling, demands Stark to give 
Iron Man’s armor to the government. 
However, he refuses, claiming that 
his competitors are years away from 
recreating the technology successfully. 
In this sure to be a hit sequel, Stark is 
faced with an all-new “bad guy,” who is 
out to avenge his family for past family 
tensions. Meanwhile, the palladium 
core in Stark’s arc reactor (which is 
ironically supposed to be keeping him 
alive) is slowly poisoning him. 

“Iron Man 2” is a well-done sequel 
to the first film, which definitely 
contained enough action and special 
effects to keep audiences entertained. 
Unfortunately, there was a re-casting of 
the role of Col. James “Rhodey” Rhodes, 
Stark’s military buddy, who was origi-
nally played by Terrance Howard and 
replaced by Don Cheadle. The surpris-
ing recast of this prominent character 
causes somewhat of a disappointment. 
Overall, “Iron Man 2” was 

swift page A6>

iron man page A7>

Jamie A. Johnson I The East Carolinian

Taylor Swift performs in Raleigh for excited fans.

The East Carolinian  | Contributing photog-
rapher Doug Mackenzie 

‘Iron Man 2’ opened May 7th 
at the Greenville Grande-14 on 
Greenville Boulevard.

NASCAR       
    Sprint 

The 
    Bamboozie 
    Roadshow

Drake

Country
 T h r o w d o w n  Tour
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of Kimball. Nonetheless, the inter-
view began with the band members 
that were present. Or were they? It sure 
didn’t seem like it due to the way they 
portrayed themselves during the ques-
tion and answer session. Nothing they 
had to say was particularly insightful or 
interesting. Kimball later pranced into 
the room and proceeded to wiggle her 
way onto the couch. She continued to 
fiddle with her hair as more questions 
were asked. 

Kimball proudly talked about how 
she doesn’t treat her fans with respect, 
and her disliking of taking showers. 
“When I’m not on tour, I rarely take 
showers. I basically walk around look-
ing like a hobo … one time, a group of 
fans came up to me and asked if I was 
Cheyenne Kimball. I said yeah, and they 
were like, ‘We knew it!’ I told them if 
they knew it, then why did they come 
up and ask me?” Kimball’s comments 
actually seemed illuminating compared 
to what the other band members had 
to say. Fortunately, the interview, or 
whatever it was, came to an end. 

After exiting the dressing room 
and roaming around backstage in 
search of something better, Taylor 
Swift appeared. Originally, there were 
plans to interview her as well, but that 
changed a few days before the concert 
when Swift’s publicist announced that 
Swift was “not doing any interviews.” 
She was now only seemingly interested 
in posing for magazine covers. Swift, 
who has always embraced the image 
of being one of country music’s sweet-
hearts, now disappointedly seemed to 
be more like a diva. 

Backstage, Swift complained to a 
manager that her dressing room wasn’t 
up to her standards and she was not 
happy that Kellie Pickler, another one 
of her opening acts that evening, was 
unable to perform that night due to ill-

ness. An insider who works all of Swift’s 
concerts gave some insight. “She really 
isn’t the same person backstage as she is 
onstage,” he said. “I don’t know. Maybe 
she is just stressed out during her shows 
… if something isn’t perfect, she’ll freak 
out.” When Swift was informed about 
the flooding crisis in her hometown of 
Nashville, her immediate concern was 
about her newly purchased jet. She 
confirmed her concern later that night 
on Twitter by saying, “Flying to Nash-
ville – hoping it’s not a water landing.” 

A few minutes later, a fan with 
a backstage pass asked Swift for a 
picture, and Swift quickly refused her 
request. Even at Swift’s meet and greet, 
no photos with personal cameras were 
permitted. Instead, Swift had a profes-
sional photographer take one photo, 
which the fan could later purchase from 
a Web site. 

However, Swift did put on a great 
show. She sang well and danced into the 
audience to give hugs to fans. Swift had 
a good rapport with her audience and 
constantly talked to them. She stayed 
energized throughout the concert and 
demonstrated her ability for making 
quick wardrobe changes. However, her 
choices were not always good. During 
her first few numbers, it was hard to tell 
if the set was wearing Taylor, or if Taylor 
was wearing her set. Her glittery dress, 
glittery guitar and pallid complexion 
blended in perfectly with her glittery 
set. Only Swift’s teeth and hair indicated 
that there was a person on the stage. 

While performing, Swift presented 
a completely different persona from the 
one seen backstage.  On her Facebook 
page, she says, “I am not a big deal. 
At all.” Swift seemingly told the truth 
because as a person, she’s really not. 

This writer can be contacted at fea-
tures@theeastcarolinian.com.

swift continued from A5

WANT MORE?
Go to 
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www.universitysuites.net

252-551-3800  Call Now!

Start Your Day 
at University Suites!

Our Rooms 
Rent 
for Less!
$40800 
Includes
All Utilities!

Pay	No	
Security	Deposit,	
No	Application	Fees!	
Some	restrictions	may	apply

ECU

Apply
on

Line!

Go Pirates!

Other movies hitting the big screen 
this summer:

May
•	 “Just Wright” 
•	 “Letters to Juliet” 
•	 “Robin Hood” 
•	 “Macgruber” 
•	 “Shrek Forever After” 
•	 “Prince of Persia: the Sand of Time”
•	 “Sex and the City 2” 

June
•	  “Killers” 
•	 “Splice” 
•	 “Toy Story 3D” 
•	 “Grown Ups” 
•	 “Knight and Day” 
•	 “Karate Kid” 
•	  “Eclipse” 

July
•	 “The Last Airbender” 
•	 “Despicable Me” 
•	 “Predators” 
•	 “Inception” 
•	 “The Sorcerers Apprentice” 
•	 “Hairspray 2” 

iron man continued from A5

an action-packed and exciting summer 
blockbuster that deserves four out of five 
stars.

So if the summer heat becomes too 
harsh, be sure to stop by one of the local the-

aters and check out the highly anticipated 
sequel to “Iron Man,” as well as one of the 
other sure to be blockbusters of the summer. 

This writer can be contacted at fea-
tures@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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Jared Jackson
Staff Writer

If the Big 10 has its way, then the 
conference could have at least four new 
members, and a domino effect expan-
sion would change college athletics in 
a huge way. 

Early last week, news broke that the 
Big 10 had offered independent Notre 

Dame, Big East member Rutgers and 
Big 12 members Nebraska and Missouri 
spots in its conference. Whether each 
accepts remains to be seen, but accord-
ing to many sports experts, if the Fight-
ing Irish takes the Big 10’s offer, then 
the conference would look to expand 

Expansion rumors loom 
as Big 10 preps to increase 

membership

ECU softball hits the road to the NCAA Regional sight in Austin, Texas. The Pirates will look to extend their 11 game 
win streak.

If the Big 10 has its way, Notre Dame will become a member of the 
conference along with Missouri, Nebraska and Rutgers.

Pirates earn NCAA Regional 
berth to Austin, Texas

Staff Reports
The ECU softball team fell behind 

1-0 in the top of the first, but came 
back to claim its first Conference USA 
Tournament championship with a 3-1 
victory over UCF. Sophomore Priscilla 
Velasquez drove in the game-winning run 
in the bottom of the second inning, with 
a sacrifice fly that scored senior Christen 
Aona. C-USA Tournament Most Valuable 
Player Toni Paisley earned her 30th win of 
the season in the complete-game effort.

With the tournament title, the Pirates 
receive C-USA’s automatic bid to the 
NCAA Tournament. It is ECU’s third 
berth in the post-season tournament 
and second in the past three seasons. The 
Pirates were in the NCAA Tournament 
in 1999, falling to Arizona and Southeast 
Missouri State, and returned in 2008, 
defeating Mississippi Valley State and 
losing to Louisiana-Lafayette and LSU.

ECU will begin action in the double-
elimination regional Thursday against 
Brigham Young University at 6 p.m. 
ET inside Red and Charline McCombs 
Field on the campus of Texas. The Austin 
Regional is the only one of the 16 to start 
on Thursday and not Friday.

In the championship contest, Paisley 
(30-9) scattered three hits and a pair of 
walks while striking out six. She surren-
dered an unearned run in the first inning. 

ECU prevails in conference tournament 
for program’s first Conference USA title

ECU wins final regular 
season road series at 

UCF

The ECU baseball team claimed 
its fourth Conference USA series 
over the weekend, taking two of 
three games from UCF at Jay Berg-
man Field. Zach Woods recorded 
his second win of the week, while 
fellow classmate Seth Maness 
posted his league-leading ninth 
win and Seth Simmons notched his 
ninth save. The Pirates are sitting 
in fifth place heading into the final 
weekend of C-USA action where 
they will play host to Houston, May 
20-22.

Offensively, the Pirates batted 
.338 on the week with five home 
runs and 10 doubles of their 26 
runs, 16 were scored with two outs 
and all seven runs in game two ver-
sus UCF came with two men out. As 
a team, the Pirates cracked into the 
top-10 in home runs, RBI and runs. 
On the season, ECU has scored 
176 of its 415 runs with two outs, 
which accounts for 42.4 percent of 

its runs.

Track and Field finds  
success in Orlando

Tynita Butts recorded 1.74 
meters in the high jump, winning 
the conference title in the event 
and earning Women’s Freshman-of-
the-Meet honors on the final day of 
the 2010 Conference USA Outdoor 
Championships at the UCF Track 
and Soccer Complex. 

The Pirate men finished in fifth 
place with 110 points, while the 
women ended up eighth and scored 
67 points. The ladies improved two 
places from last year’s meet. Hous-
ton took the men’s title and UCF 
captured the women’s champion-
ship by five points over UTEP.

Nicole Tozzi and Camelia 
Morman took third place in the 
javelin (45.46 meters) and triple 
jump (12.58), respectively, while 
Brittany Copeland took fifth in the 
5,000-meter run, clocking in at 
16:34.16.

For the men, Mario Briscoe and 
Randy Bolton were third and fourth 
in the 110-meter hurdles with 
times of 14.24 and 14.28. Isiah 
Gyasi and Austin Lewis also went 
three and four in the 100-meter 
dash, checking in at 10.62 and 
10.65. In the 400-meter hurdles, 
Briscoe captured fifth-place with a 
time of 52.80, while Dillon Hawley 
scored for ECU in the 5,000-meter 
run by running a 14:53.92.

The 4x100 men’s relay team also 
found the podium yet again, taking 
third place with a time of 41.05. 

The six whiffs gave her 340 strikeouts this 
season, setting the ECU single-season 
record. Paisley also moved up to second 
on the C-USA all-time strikeouts list, as 
she has 878 in her career. For the tourna-
ment, the MVP allowed one unearned run 
and struck out 20.

With two outs in the bottom of the 
sixth, ECU added its final run of the game 
for the 3-1 score. Aona tripled down the 
right-field line with two down and came 
home when shortstop Tiffany Lane mis-

played Jimenez’s ground ball.
Paisley gave up a one-out double to 

Mary Helen Tyler in the seventh inning, 
but retired Perez on a groundout and 
Bullard on a foul out to seal the victory.

The C-USA titles were the first for the 
Pirates after they had finished second in 
the league regular season twice, in 2007 
and 2009, and had been the tournament 
runners-up once, in 2007. It was the first 
regular season title for the ECU program 
since winning three consecutive Big South 

championships from 1997-99. The tour-
nament crown was also its first since the 
1999 Big South post-season title.

Regional host Texas fell 11-6 to No. 
8 Missouri in the Big  12 Tournament 
semifinals and earned an at-large bid into 
the NCAA Tournament. BYU (Mountain 
West) and Iona (Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference) won their leagues to earn 
the automatic selections. The Gaels are 
making their first appearance in the post-
season tournament.

expansion continued on A10
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5. Unlikely leader leads  
in long balls: 

When discussing who leads the 
American and National Leagues in home 
runs, it would probably take most people 
more than three strikes to get to the cur-
rent league leader in home runs. Paul 
Konerko of the White Sox leads all MLB 
players with 13 long balls this year, while 
Kelly Johnson leads the National League. 
Perennial home run hitters such as Ryan 
Howard, Prince Fielder, Mark Reynolds 
and Albert Pujols all trail Konerko and 
Johnson in the flashiest of offensive statis-
tics. If Konerko can keep this pace up, he 
will finish the year atop the league in home 
runs for the first time in his long career. 

4. Red Sox slow start: 

In the past few years, of the peren-
nial powerhouses in Major League, the 
teams that come to mind are the Angels, 
Yankees, Cardinals, Phillies and Red 
Sox. All of these five teams are off to 
typical starts except for the pesky Red 
Sox. The Sox, as so many transplanted 
northerners refer to their beloved team, 
are off to a sluggish start, posting a 19-21 

record through Tuesday morning and are 
burying themselves in their incredibly 
competitive AL East. One problem that 
has become the theme of the 2010 season 
for the Sox is their age. Stars such as David 
Ortiz and J.D. Drew are aging and newly 
acquired players like Victor Martinez and 
John Lackey are off to slow starts to begin 
the season. The Red Sox are going to have 
to find their rhythm quickly if they are 
going to continue their steak of making 
the playoffs.  

3. Nationals: 

The Nationals have been the door-
mat of Major League Baseball since their 
inaugural season in 2005. The Nationals 
have loaded up on young talent mixed 
with some veterans, and the results are 
showing up on the baseball diamond. 
The Nationals finished last season with 
an abysmal 59-103 record — one game 
worse than the 2008 season. This year, the 
team has been the biggest surprise of the 
young 2010 season, posting a 20-19 record 
through Monday night. The youngest 
franchise in baseball is in contention in 
their division, the National League East, 
for the first time this far into the season. 
The team that finished last season 34 

The Rays top the MLB as the biggest surprise of the season thus far

games out of first place sits just 5.5 games 
back of the reigning NL champion Phillies 
as of Tuesday. Who would have predicted 
that on May 19?  

2. Jason Heyward: 

The Braves young phenom has 
broken onto the Major League Baseball 
scene this year in historic fashion. The 
talented 20-year-old Atlanta outfielder 
blasted his first career MLB home run in 

his first career major league at bat. Hey-
ward has not been a one hit wonder this 
year either, following up his first career 
home run with seven more, already lead-
ing his team in that offensive category. 
Heyward also leads all MLB rookies in 
home runs, but some question his overall 
approach at the plate with an average bat-
ting average of .276. While I am not ready 
to proclaim the Georgia native the next 
Hank Aaron as so many writers and game 

commentators have, Heyward’s future is 
bright in Atlanta.

1. The Rays:

When one thinks of the AL East, you 
think of World Series Championships, 
The Yankees, Enter Sandman and The 
Red Sox emergence in the 2000s — not 
about the young Tampa Bay Rays. The 
Rays shocked the professional baseball 
world when they made a run to the World 
Series in 2008. This year’s team with some 
of the same parts is making headway 
at another historic run. Evan Longoria, 
Carl Crawford, B.J. Upton and a young 
pitching staff are leading this Rays team 
to the best start in the 2010 season with a 
27-11 record. Crawford leads the team in 
steals with 10 and has an impressive .371 
batting average thus far. Since the Rays are 
one of the “lower budget” organizations 
in Major League Baseball, they will likely 
lose star players such as Crawford due to 
free agency next year to their divisional 
foes Boston or New York. So, if the Rays 
want to win the organization’s first World 
Series, this may have to be their year. 

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com.

Sean Rodriguez and Tampa Bay currently sport the best record 
in baseball.

MCT
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includes Penn State, Iowa, Michigan 
State, Michigan, Northwestern, Ohio 
State, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Purdue 
and Minnesota. The conference is sup-
posedly looking to expand in order to 
create a championship game (a league 
must have 12 members to hold one), and 
to also increase revenue created by the 
Big 10 Network, which pays out about 
$22 million per year to each member of 
the conference. 

While the Big 10 has denied offering the 
four schools mentioned inclusion into the 
conference, Missouri has publicly stated that 
it would being willing to hear possibilities of 
moving affiliation. 

Chancellor of the Fighting Tigers, 
Brady Deaton, was quoted by ESPN as 
saying that the school would “always do 
what is best for the university.”

“You’ve got every major conference 
looking at how they should reposition or 
if they should reposition,” Deaton added. 
“I don’t think all the benefits and costs are 
known.”

What is known is that Missouri would 
earn about $13 million per year if they 
decide to become a part of the Big 10.

Notre Dame would earn about $7 
million more per year. The Fighting Irish, 
which has every home game broadcast on 
NBC with a $15 million per year deal, and 
is usually the breaking point when men-

tioned in expansion, could by all means 
benefit from lifting its expansion title.

But according to head coach Chip Kelly, 
Notre Dame is happy being without confer-
ence affiliation. 

“I know you’re hearing all these rumors 
about the Big 10 and all these other things, 
but let me tell you one thing, the history 
... the tradition of Notre Dame football is 
steeped in that independence,” Kelly was 
quoted by ESPN as saying.

The Big 10 holds the fate of college ath-
letics in its hands. If the conference decides to 
expand, then the ACC, PAC 10 and SEC will 
all without a doubt look to expand, especially 
if the Big 10 looks to increase to 16 members. 
The Big East and Big 12 could be the odd 
conferences left out, as the major players will 
likely pull from those two to increase their 
membership. 

What all this means for ECU is not 
known at this point. However, the formation 
of 16-team super conferences would likely 
increase the Pirates’ chances of jumping into 
a BCS-affiliated league.

With new softball and soccer facilities, 
an expanded football stadium, a state of the 
art baseball stadium and a dedicated fan base, 
ECU will be a hot commodity for conferences 
looking to expand.

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com.

Expansion continued from A8
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classifieds A11INFORMATION
The East Carolinian,  
Self Help Building
Phone (252) 328-9238  
Fax (252) 328-9143  

For Rent
Newly decorated 2BD 2 Full Bath 
Wyndham Circle Duplex, Available 
6/1/2010 and 8/1/2010. $620/
month. Cathedral ceilings, great 
landlord! Great price! Big backyard! 
Great parking, walk to class, on ECU 
bus route, some pets O.K. Call fast! 
252-321-4802.

CONDO FOR RENT. 3BR/2BA condo. 
All inclusive rent includes utilities, 
water, trash, high-speed internet, and 
cable. Furnished with microwave, 
dishwasher, W/D, and furniture. 3-4 
people needed. Call 919-427-1505.

108 N. Elm Street: 3BR/1BA house 
with a large private back yard, hard-
wood floors, includes washer/dryer, 
dishwasher. New central air heat 
pump. Pets negotiable, available in 
June. $870/month with lawn care. 
Don’t be ridonkulous, come check it 
out! Call 252-367-1373.

Rentals walking distance to ECU. 
3BR/1.5BA house, $930/month. 2BR 
duplex, $410/month. Other properties 
available soon. Call 252-902-9686.

1306 E 3rd Street- 2BR/1BA $675/
month available beginning June 1st. 
House nicely remodeled with hardwood 
floors, new appliances including washer/

dryer and dishwasher. Only 2 blocks 
from campus!! Call 252-327-4433.

3BR house. Clean. Large bedrooms. 
Convenient to ECU, groceries, and 
downtown. Hardwood floors. Washer/
dryer hookup. New appliances. Pets 
negotiable. Available June. $750/
month. Call 252-341-6410.

2 rooms available at 305 Maple Street 
house. Convenient parking and laun-
dry. Nice place to live! Close to ECU. 
$275/month. Female tenants only. 
Call 252-814-5194.

LOOK!! No parking hassles, no parking 
fees, walk to class, to the Rec. Center, 
and to downtown. 2BR/1.5BA duplex at 
507 East 11th Street with central heat/air, 
kitchen appliances, and full size washer/
dryer. Small pets OK with fee. ONLY 
$525/month. Call 252-561-7368.

CHOICE?? It is yours! You can choose 
either ALL INCLUSIVE 2 bedroom 
apartment with cable, internet, full-
sized washer/dryer, central heat/air, 
kitchen appliances, dishwasher, storm 
doors, and much more starting at 
ONLY $685/month ($342.50/person), 
OR choose $535 for the 2 bedroom 
with cable, full-sized washer/dryer, 
and kitchen appliances. No noisy 
neighbors, no parking hassles, and 
no parking fees. Visit us at Wyndham 
Court Apartments. Now pre-leasing for 
May through August move-in dates. 

Call Pinnacle Property Management 
at 561-RENT(7368).

WOW – Prelease by 4/30/10 and receive a 
$100/month per unit discount! 3BR/3BA 
condo at University Terrace (320 Brown-
lea Drive) with central heat/air and kitchen 
appliances. Two pricing options, you 
choose, either ALL INCLUSIVE for only 
$450 per person ($1,350 per unit) or 
just $950 per unit without extras. Call 
Pinnacle Property Management at 561-
RENT(7368), 531-9011, or 526-1915.

University area rental. 2 bedroom, 1 
bath with washer/dryer and dishwasher. 
Freshly painted. Remodeled kitchen. 
Rent today or beginning August 2010. 
$595/month. Call 252-717-6551.

Summer rental: Walking distance 
to ECU. 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom - 
$1,000 for house, $360 per room. 
Utilities not included. No pets. Contact 
at laurahamre@gmail.com

307 Burrington Rd. Beautiful brick 
ranch with large fenced backyard, 
handicap accessible deck in rear. 
3BR/2BA, eat-in kitchen, all appli-
ances, hardwood/carpet. $1200/
month. Call 804-301-5920.

Roommate Wanted
Looking for one or two female room-
mates for 2010 school year. 4 bedroom, 

2 bathroom house walking distance to 
campus. $360 a month plus utilities. 
No pets. Contact at sjh0226@ecu.edu

Help Wanted
SUMMER WORK. Excellent pay. FT/
PT. Flexible schedules. Great resume 
builder. All majors. Scholarships/
internships possible. Customer sales/
service. No experience necessary. Con-
ditions apply. Call 252-215-5633 or 
apply online at GardnerCPOassoc.com

Now hiring! Summer camp tutors for 
Charles June Karate and Landry Gray 
After-School Program. Summer camp 
runs June 1st to August 27th. Please call 
252-752-7283 for more information.

Shadow/Tutor needed for high-func-
tioning autistic child (6 years old) in 
a regular classroom setting. Responsi-
bilities include assisting the child with 
class routines, social interactions, and 
academic skills. Must be patient, posi-
tive, and reliable. Positions available on 
MWF and T/TH from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Must be available next school year, 
too. If interested, please call Christi Wil-
liams at 252-343-5175.

For Sale
Mattress sets brand new start at Full: $79, 
Queen: $89, and King $139. Layaway 
and delivery available. ECU students get 

an additional 16% off most sets. Call 
252-758-2377.

ALL BRAND NEW PILLOWTOP MAT-
TRESS SETS. FULL: $100 – QUEEN: 
$120 – KING: $200. LAYAWAY & FREE 
DELIVERY WITH STUDENT ID. CALL 
252-481-1411.

Services
Guitar, banjo, mandolin, and bass les-
sons! Taught in Greenville music store. 
For info, call John at 252-917-0522.

Work for yourself. FT/PT make your own 
schedule. Must be a people person and 
get your own inventory. Company will pro-
vide a free website. For more information, 
please email hilldistributor@gmail.com

Learn how to reduce your loan by 
thousands and reduce interest by thou-
sands, thus cutting years off your loan, 
works for any type of loan. Yes college 
student’s student loans too!! Contact 
John Webster (2010 ECU grad) at 336-
655-8067 or webster.john14@yahoo.
com and Mr. Butler Lewis (1979 ECU 
grad) at 252-258-6237 or bw15000@
yahoo.com. Two info sessions will be 
on Saturday, May 22 at 9:00am to 
11:00am and 11:05am to 1:00pm 
at the City Hotel & Bistro, Greenville 
Blvd. across from Wal-Mart. The info 
sessions are free.

*Specials are for a limited time only and for a limited number of units.  North Campus Crossing does not discriminate against race, sex, religion, national origin, familial status, or disability.  All rights reserved, LLC. 
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