October 5, 1928

Day before yesterday the lorth Carolina State College of

Agriculture and Engineering held its Founders Day program, 39 years
0ld, I believe it is, and today at Greensboro and at Greenville two
colleges are commemorating the day that they pened, It was by mere
accident that this colleze opened on the same date that North Carolina
College for Women opened., The Board of Trustees found it imvossible
to open the college here in September as they had planned to do and
the day waes fixed without anyone knowing that it was the same as
Founders Day at North Carolina College for Women on October 5th.

The name of this institution at the time it first ovened
doors to students was East Carolina Teachers Training School and
its name is East Carolina Teachers College. The cha
1921, The people of North Carolina are very conservative;
nothing new for people to say thet my dsughter graduated at
Normal and it is nothing unusual for people in Greenville to speal
Eastern Carolina Teachers Training College. They are evidently
of hash as they have certainly made hash out of our name,

The spade you see in front of us and this picture are
historical. This picture represents the breasking of ground for
first building for East Carolina Teachers College on July 2, 1908
and this building that ground wes broken for is now Jarvis Hall and
you understand now why we called it Jarvis Hall., Here is the picture of
Governor Jarvis who was then Governor, The first shovel full of

ground that was thrown for erecting buildings on this site was




thrown by Governor Jarvis, The building was East Dormitory, the
building to the east of the auditoriuma.

There waes assembled in this chapel nineteen years ago today
150 odd students (during the year the enrollment was 174), nigh
school boys and girls because we had boys for a few years and the
East Dormitory as it was called then soon became known &s 5oys
Dormitory. The President and his family lived in what is now called
the Practice House., This group of students the faculty of [ifteen
teachers met in this hall without any electric lights or any
electric light plent, without any cement walks or without any sraded
grounds. They had arrived the day before and they were all homesiCk—-
teachers, officers, students and everybody--but we started. e started
thet day nincteen years ago today, 1 cannot des cribe for you Jjust the
conditions under which we lived when we started. e did n
seats in this auvditorium., We borrowed them from & churcl
and they were not beautiful pews. Ve had about the rougt
looking cempus you ever saw, But the institution opened
doors for the one purnose of training the students for tec
the schools of North Carolina.

That was the purpose of Bast Carolina Teachers Training School,
the nsme of the institution that day. Ve had some splendid theories;
we hed some wonderful schemes that we soon found we had to abandon.
They did not work., This first faculty soon found that they

come down from where they thought they would start until they got i
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touch with the boys and girls that were here nineteen years ago and




they kert on coming until they found what the hi
From the very beginning of this institution
the teaching steff to teke the products th
and begin where the high schools left off
what the student was taught in the high school and
college,
But back in 1909 we had boys and gir
here who had completed only ftwo years of a
Then North Carolins did not ha a real higl
law that established this institution, the
the high schocl act. It was a movement on
to make a beginning of an effort to make adeguate
boys and girls in high school. S0 we taught students
completed the second year of high school work
years of high school work
wWork. e taught students
work and later we offered
seventeen years of age and were going to
in meking out the schedule the letter F wes given to the
gsome people still speak of the F group. And vhy were t
because the state law required a vnerson to be eight«

teachings The only requirement for this course was

seventeen and going to teach the next year.
I am telling you all of this that you may get an idea where

we started nineteen years ago with just & few buildings, kerosene lamps

for the girls to study by, boarded seats for chave. Soon board

walks were put down for the girl's ; hey were beginning to

.




weer them then). We worked over the campus end worked und
trying circumsiances than we did this summer
to run summer school and at the same time g¢
was homesick, everybody--students, teachers and
small student body then but an institution with a purpose.
This was the beginning of a new institution for the education
of teachers for Worth Cerolina with & determins
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we will do, we will give to the children of
teachers and that goel that ws nineteen years ago today with & small
group of students is still the goal of this institution .t has grown

from a very small school to one today

appropriations will allow it to be.

years we hed had enrolled count

thousand teachers,
There are
served continuously
fhey have given their
the gtudent body might in return go
ehildren of our state,
We have grown from that small enrollment
enrollment this yeer of 890 students., 174 against
one of the most besutiful campuses except for the extreme
that has not yet been besutified, that can be found in
The Board of Trustees had the wisdom to engage an expert landscape

architect to lay of he 7 31 € the buildings were to be,

They adopted & style of architecture and subsegquent boards have had

the wisdom to hold to the style of architecture so North Carolina




is building an institution with & very definite plan. It is going
t0 be & beautiful place, The Board of Trustees have unanimously
agreed to ask the General Assembly for over §1,000,000,00 thet this
institution might be able to accomodate 1500 students,

With all of these chang
college has gone ahead, We have raised our entrance requirement;
have raised them to the same as the e nce requirements of our
state University. In the oriviso there wes
the requirements of

requirements of the

sociation of 28 hes the

Today your college has
American Association
in mineteen years, Over 15,00

here and gone out into the
who have given to the state of North
college has,

I want to say a good word of appreciation f
teachers wio have taught the

and one boy.

these teachers,

spoke to me some

you are wrong, it is not my college." I have not done i Th hai

4L

made this a great institution has been done by those

who day in and day out have worked and worked that those wt




0 out and serve the children of our state, by those

been here from the very begin r, who have

and the few who not with us
$oday because
of that group
has permesated

the

urpose to give
nortunity for improvement
ies before JOUe
There is ever in my m she vision of the ch

those school children, lit

o

dearkness and
ignorance,

it is the




going out to those little children &¢ they go out from day to day hel

you to master the sub jects you are studying, helping you to acquire

the knowledge you need =nd instilling the spirit thet should go with
this knowledse to go out as home missionaries %o those little ones,
to lead them to be good citizens in the old state that we love
so wells

o friends, is the hope of your college, the hovpe
of every temcher and officer connected with it.

objective to get y.urself so trained that you will

efficient service to the childhood of your state.

Robert




