CHAPEL =~ Hay 10, 1927,

Robert Hs Wright

I want to talk to you this moming on the subject of what to do with the
knots,~ what to do with the knots,

When 1 was 2 boy living out in the coumniry on the farm one of my duties
was to get kindling wood, and I found out that the knots were the best part of the tree
for kindling wood; although it was & knot it was the best part, and so I developed more
or less respect for knots, hard knots, those rich in the things that abe necessary to
make g od kindling wood.

The other day, on Friday of last week, I had the pleasure of going through
& palp mill, & paper mill, a mill where they meske the kind of paper that is used in
all of the store:?s wrdpping papers It was most interesting to me. I bed read
about making psper and had some idea about it, The gentlemén who was showing us
through asked me how much I kmew sbout it and I told him that I knew practically all that
had been written about it, dbut that I wanted to learn something more, He said,"1
thought & school teacher could learn anything he wanted to learn by reading about it",
and I answered,"VWe are just as human &s you are. Our knowledge puts us in a position
10 know how to go and see and do and learn the things that we want to learn,” He
took us through the entire mill. We saw them meking wulp and separating the knots
from the pulp, taking out that pert of the wood that will not meke paper, and treating
the rest of it. 1 learned gomething that I did not know; that is, the repidity
#ith which "the machine works and thesmount of water put in determine the weight of $he
bapers After we had gone through the mill and seen the whole process clean down %o
peper ready ;fto be sold we came ont of the mill, and there was & large pile of waste
that hadbcl?mn thrown away. I suprose there was half emough to fill this entire room.
I saig, "Arqm't you afraid this will catch fire and burn”, The gentleman who was with
us amrsdA"It wi}l not burn, It is too wet. Ve are waiting for a mach ine that

hes been ixventedl, and we are golng to run this waste through that mechine and ot it

in onnds;g;”xon %o b\ put back into the mill snd be mde into paper.  We call this the
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knots", " We picked some of it mp and looked at it and saw that it was made up of

hard pieces of word that had not been converted into pulp.

They say in Demark,*;?é'e fertilize our farms with brains,” LeeFrank I
believe it was, who put it thet way. By educating their people they have tanght
them how to seve and to grow everything ‘that can be made on & farm in Demmark, They
bave made Denmark, in places almost barren, one of the rich places of the world, and
it is all becsuse the psople of Demmark have used their heads to hedp solve their
problems. This is what Frank meant when he said that they fertilise their farms with
brains, He did not mean that they killed their horses and cows,etc., and used their
brain tissue for fertilizer,

I put these two #ings together and thought it would be worth something to
you and %o me, ¥e have organiged the rublic school system in fmerice with the idea
of educating all the children, with the idea of bringing uwp in the world an educeted
citizenship. This is really at the bottom of theeducotionsl system, When this
vystem was put into effect we had no idea of education other than that which prepares
boys and girls for college, so 2ll the schools were orgenized on the basis of prerering
students to enter college to take the regular old line college classieal work, and the
result was that in America at least nincty percent of the people were thrown out as
knots, In the paper mill they would not do that kind of educating, The problem
which we are called upon to solve is this: Is the public school system organized to
education all the children of all the people, end if so what do we mesn by education?

liike, who was an exceptiomelly good emgineer, hweard o .ea make a speech on
universel educstion, giving the definition of education as that kind of training in
school that helps & boy or & girl to use hiz;t;lzzning in his Jjob. This engineer said

to the speaker aftermard, "What you mean by an educat is a man who ean do his job",

The speaker said, “Yes, I velieve you have swmmed it up in fewer words tham I used”’,

We are beginning to get & concept of public eduestion thet is different fram
the old ides of carrying boys and girls to college. Ve are beginning to reclize that
the knots in the timber are just as valusble as that part that will easily go into the

making of paper, and we are beginning to Work on the problem of Public edueation from




$he view point of e‘veryvboy and every girl who comes into the school. That mey

bring al;out & change in your concept of yom" duty as & public school teacher, if
there is a boy or & girl in your school who has no interest in this p-rticular subject
are you going to tura him or her out of all the trade work because of this weakness in,
s 1 will say, mathematice? (If I were talking to & group of boys I should say grammar,
1'1;03 usually dislike grammar, but girls are more often weak in mathematics.! If this
child is not strong in mathematics are you going to hold him in the grade yeer after
year unbil he gets diggusted and drops out of school? Are you going to take that
6hild and pud hia over there in the knot pile? I do not think we ought t0 do it.

There is a record of a boy in the United States [He is a man now.) who was expelled
from the grades three or four times. They would keep him for & shordt time in each of
the schools he entered and he wouvld do something mean, so they say. I do not believe
it. They called him absolutely incorrigible and put him out. There happened to be
in the city in which he lived & superintendent who had o big heert and loved people.

fe said, "John, is there enything in the public schools anywhere that you wo 1d 1like

to study? If there is anything in the public schools that you went to do you may do
it". The boy answered, "Yes, I went o study chemistry”, and the suvorintendent said,
"A1l right, you may study chemistry”, Ee put the boy in the chemisiry class of the
high school and he was absolutely facinated with chamistry, Before thet year wos ount
that boy worked neerly 2 week st one time, sleeping in the laboratory because he was
carrying om an experiment and wanted to attend to it when the time CRINe s He worked
his way om through school, studying chemistry end not the regular course, He d4id not
give anybody any troufles. When he was ready to leave high sclvol the superintendent
asked him, "Now what 4o you want to do?", and he enswered, "I want to go vhere I cen get
more chemistry, The superintendent took the mat$er up with 2 libersl-minded college
ﬁ!jnimt and got him admitted to the chemistry class, The last time I hesrd anything
ubéit this boy he was naking more money them the superintendent or the college president
as a first clasa chemist, This is one casse where & knot that had been throm out was

picked np by & man who loved folks and run through the mill egain,

gct, what we want to do in our school work is to mix brain with it so that we
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‘em finé snother mschine, &s they do for the paper at Roanoke Rapids, end take the

pile of knots and regofk them and get ou! of them all that it is possible to get.
What are you going to do with that boy or that girl who comes to scheol %o you,
but does not fit into the regime? Do not kick him or her out, but find out what it
is thet that humsn being wents toc do, and be Iimen, Do thate If they cannct
take the entire ocourse we do not want %o kick them out, They are haman beings.

You will find in the kmot pile some who will make prominent citizens and good people.

**  From ALl The Children of 411 The Feople




