Chapel March 1, 1927 yak
Pres ident Wright 4

This morning I want to call your attention to at least one
matter that is going on in the General Assembly, It scems to me that at last our
legislative body has taken up what to me is the most fundamental question that has
confronted them during this whole session. They have at last started & real move-
ment in the legislature to give all of the children in our state an equal educational
opportunity for the school term of the @onstitutional limit, and to do that at an
equal burden on all of the people of the state.

You ought to read the daily newspapers each day, and keep up
with what is going on in this present General Assembly. I do not know Jjust
what they are going_to do, and they do not know, but they are at least attempting
to see to it that for the Constitutional term in North Carolina #ee¥ the children
of North Caroclina shall be given an equal educetional opportunity. There is 2

movemeng and it is & very strong movement to make an cppropriation of four million

dollars for the Bqualizing Fund so as to help that county that pays $l.40 tax bring

its school system up to that county that has to pay only 27¢ tex, and the movement is
to equelize the taxes in all of the counties, and to appoint a commission to put

the value on property so as to make it uniform throughout the state, that is, in all
of the one hundred counties of the state, and to put the school tax on property in
proportion to its real worth; 1in other words, have & state board of assessors to
asgess the property for this particular tax, not for the county taxes,

may assess their property in any way they want to, but have a uniform assessment for

this school tax so when it comes to the question of school taxes, the people will

pay the same proportion throughout the state., That i , good movement. It means to

give the children an equal opportunity, and to cause the property owners to pay

exactly the same proportion, then to give what is needed to help the county with

small values bring its schools up to the schools in the county of much wealth, Tiat
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money will come out of the four million dollars known as the Bqualizing Fund. That
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The state of North Carolina mekes my father send to school, whether 1
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