
     
    

  

    
     

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
    

   
    

   
      
    

  

Chapel March 1, 1927 

President Wright 

This morning I want to call your attention to at least one 

      
matter that is going on in the General Assembly. t seems to me that at last our 

legislative body has taken up what to me is the most fundamental question that has 

confronted them during this whole session. They have at last started a real move- 

ment in the legislature to give all of the children in our state an equal educational 

opportunity for the school term of the @onstitutional limit, and to do tht at an 

equal burden on all of the people of the state. 

You ought to read the daily newspapers each day, and keep up 

with what is going on in this present General Assembly. Ido not know just 

what they are going to do, and they do not know, but they are at least attempting 

to see to it that for the Constitutional term in North Carolina Smet the children 

dollars for the Baualizing Fund so as to help that county that pays $1.40 tax bring 

its school system up to that county that has to pay only 27¢ tax, and the movement is 

to eauslize the taxes in all of the counties, and to annoint a commission to put 9 Es 

the value on property so as to make it uniform throughout the state, that is,in all 

of the one hundred counties of the state, and to put the school tax on property in 

proportion to its real worth; in other words, have a state board of assessors to 

assess the property for this particular tax, not for the county taxes. The counties 

may assess their property in any way they want to, but have a uniform assessment for 

this school tax so when it comes to the question of school taxes, the people will 

pay the same proportion throughout the state. That is a good movement. It means to 

give the children an equal opportunity, and to cause the property owners to pay 

exactly the same proportion, then to give what is needed to help the county with 

   

  

small values bring its schools up to the schools in the county of much wealth. Tat 

    

money will come out of the four million dollars known as the Equalizing Fund. That
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equalizing fund. I hope they will do 1t, because to me that is the bigrest things 
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| is always encouraging. 
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are striving to get into college in such large numbers, The increase in the last 
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twenty-five years is simply phenomenal. It is almost incredible how much larger 

   

      
per cent of the boys and GQ
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were trying to get in twenty-five years ago, and I am w ‘ing: if this comnul oes           

      

   

   education law hasn't had a great deal to do with it. Ih 
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mine, but you can have it and use it in any y you wish to. If a 
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up with a law that says he must go to school, don't you see how that within itself 

will make the child feel that going to school is a very, very important thing. 
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ner senna me to seno o1 » wnethner ne wants to The state of North Carolina makes my fat 

or not, and if he doesn't send me to school, some one will come around and ge 

and take him to the Geurt House and say to him, "We will see to it that you send tint 

boy to school, or you will pay us for it." The boy sees that, the girl sees that. 
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The state is saying to the childrem of America, "Bdaucation 1S one ot e be things oj 

your life", and let a child come up through the grades and into high school with 

that concept, xxisxaxgemexkboingxxxEexrexGnexRExXKexxe anid he is going to feel that 
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it is very important for him to get an education, That is a good thing. t is 
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one of the reactions to a law that was not enacted for that purpose a 

was enacted because a democracy is not safe if it is in the hands of illiters 

people. Every thinking man and thinking woman in America realizes that the safety 

of a democracy is dependent upon the intelligence of its itizenship. A democrac 
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rests upon the people and for a democracy to be intelligent the people muss be 

educated, and that is the reason for this compulsory education law, Dut it also rives 

to youth a great realization of the importance in his life of getting the best 
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with the number who want to so go to school, [I don't think it is altogether due 1 

I hope mine are___ pre ba 

that. I think the children of today are smarter than ir parents were,/a 

hope you are smarter than your fathers and mothers, butl hope you won't act like 

you think you are. I believe every generation is smarter than the vrecedin 
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realization of the importance of being well prepared     
         

  

@re soon to rest upon them. [I believe the boys ard girls in America realize that 

       
      

  

we are not living in the same wrld we were living 

    of today are much greater upon the youth of today, 

        
were upon the youth of that day. And the requiranents of tomorrow will be greater
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believe the people realize that. I think 1t 1S one Of the Mose hopeful signs. in 
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our commercial, yes, all of our problems. i believe they are Z0ins to ve solved 
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If that comes, then all rest of our Cé é roblems wil 
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