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[ AM GLAD TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF BEING A PART OF
THIS HAPPY OCCASION AND TO JOIN WITH ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE
COME HERE TO PAY HONOR TO THESE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE
GRADUATING HERE TONIGHT.

AND EVEN THOUGH ALL OF US WILL REMEMBER THIS COMMENCE-
MENT EXERCISE IN THE YEARS TO COME, [ COULD PROBABLY SAY, AS

DID LINCOLN AT GETTYSBURG, THAT THE WORLD ”“WILL LITTLE NOTE
NOR LONG REMEMBER WHAT [ SAY HERE.”

ANOTHER SPEAKER AT ANOTHER GRADUATION PROBABLY SUMMED IT
. UP VERY WELL WHEN HE REMINDED THE CLASS THAT THEY HAD, IN THE
. COURSE OF ARRiVING AT THE TIME FOR GRADUATION, SURVIVED MANY
UNPLEASANT AND RIDICULOUS SITUATIéNS; AND THAT LISTENING TO
HIS REMARKS WAS JUST ONE MORE RIDICULOUS SITUATION THEY WERE
BEING CALLED TO EXPERIENCE.

BuT SERIOUSLY, IT IS NOT AN EASY THING TO CHOOSE WORDS
TO SAY TO A GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE GRADUATING FROM HIGH
scHooL IN 1975,

MosT OF You, I AM SURE, WILL CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION IN
THE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY YOU HAVE CHOSEN AND WHICH HAS ACCEPTED

YOUR APPLICATIONS FOR ENTRANCE.

SOME OF YOU WILL ATTEND TECHNICAL SCHOOLS WHERE YOU WILL 2
LEARN A TRADE THAT WILL SUSTAIN YOU IN MAKING A LIVING IN THE
WORLD OUTSIDE,
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SOME OF You WiLL GO DIRECTLY TO WORK.,

BUT WHICHEVER ROUTE YOU CHOOSE, YOU WILL BE CONTINUING
YOUR EDUCATION, FOR THIS IS A PROCESS THAT NEVER STOPS.,

[T GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE GRADUATING CLASS WHO
WAITS HERE BEFORE US ARE TO BE CONGRATULATED UPON THE
ACHIEVEMENT WHICH THEIR PRESENCE HERE REPRESENTS. YOU HAVE
DEMONSTRATED AN ENDURANCE, AN AMBITION, AND A CAPABILITY FOR
A FAR MORE IMPORTANT THING, FOR A DEGREE OF SELF-=DISCIPLINE,

SO IT IS OUR PRIVILEGE NOW TO HONOR, SALUTE, AND TO CONFER
UPON YOU OUR OFFICIAL RECOGNITION.,

BUT IN SO DOING, IT SEEMS TO US THAT WE WOULD BE FAILING
IN OUR DUTY IF WE DID NOT TRY TO HELP TO DEFINE WHAT YOU HAVE
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REALLY ACHIEVED AND WHAT THE RESPONSIBILITIES ARE THAT WILL
FOLLOW, !

FIRST OF ALL, AND AS DISILLUSIONING AS IT MAY SOUND, IT
WOULD BE A GRAVE MISTAKE FOR YOU TO ASSUME THAT YOU ARE EDUCATED.

IT WOULD.BE A REFLECTION UPON THE INSTRUCTION WHICH YOU HAVE
ALREADY RECEIVED, EVEN IN THOSE FIELDS IN WHICH YOU THINK YOu
HAVE ACHIEVED PROFICIENCY, YOU HAVE MADE ONLY A BEGINNING, OF
COURSE, WE HAVE NO LESS AN AUTHORITY THAN SOCRATES FOR THE FOLLY
OF A MAN'S PRETENTION TO LEARNING,

IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT A GREAT MANY OF THE WORLD'S ILLS,
PERHAPS SOME OF OUR MOST ALARMING ONES, MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO




IRNORANCE, AND MORE SERIOUSLY, TO THE PRETENTION OF KNOWLEDGE
WHERE THERE IS NONE. ONE OF YOUR SAFEGUARDS IN THE FUTURE
WILL BE YOUR FREEDOM FROM ANY FORM OF SELF-DECEPTION.

YOoUR WONDER, NATURALLY, AT THIS POINT WILL BE -- IF
GRADUATION, THEN, IS SUCH A LIMITED THING THEN WHY HAVE WE
PURSUED IT? HOW ARE WE TO REGARD WHAT WE HAVE DONE?

IN ANSWER WE CAN EXPLORE FOR A MOMENT THE MEANING OF
EDUCATION ITSELF. BY WHAT SIGNS CAN IT BE KNOWN?

MANY OF YOU HERE HAVE BEEN TRAINED, IN ONE OR MORE OF A
DOZEN SUBJECTS AND TECHNIQUES. PREPARATION FOR THE TASKS OF
A VARIED AND COMPLEX SOCIETY MUST BE MADE UPON A WIDE RANGE
OF DISCIPLINES., Music, ART, Business, HuMANITIES, HIGHLY
TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC STUDIES —-- THE LIST THAT YOU HAVE PURSUED
SEPARATELY AND ALONE 1S ENDLESS. YOUR FIELD OF INQUIRY AND
THE SPECIAL LANGUAGE YOU HAVE LEARNED TO USE, SAY IN SCIENCE,
HAS BEEN FOREIGN TO THE LANGUAGE OF ANOTHER FIELD, TO THAT OF

YOUR NEIGHBOR, TO THE EXTENT THAT THE TWO OF YOU SEEM NOT TO HAVE

BEEN PREPARING FOR THE SAME WORLD.

THE MORE COMPLEX THE WORLD A SOCIETY BECOMES, THE MORE OUR
MASTERY OF ENVIRONMENT DEPENDS UPON AN INCREASINGLY SPECIALIZED
LANGUAGE AND TECHNIQUE--LANGUAGE THAT IS SUBSTANTIALLY PRIVATE
EXCEPT TO THE TECHNICIAN, SO, THEN, IT APPEARS THAT GAPS

'BETWEEN FIELDS OF STUDY ARE STEADILY BECOMING WIDER AND WIDER;

You MAY KNOW SOMETHING OF SCIENCE AND NOTHING OF ART; YOU MAY

KNOW SOMETHING OF BUSINESS AND NOTHING OF THE HISTORY OF MAN.
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I WAS TOLD RECENTLY OF A DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIST WHO
PROFESSED THAT HE WAS FINDING GREATER AND GREATER DIFFICULTY
IN TALKING TO THE MEN IN HIS OWN FIELD.

PERHAPS, THEN, THERE IS NO ESCAPING THE HIGHLY
DEPARTMENTALIZED STUDY, THE HIGH DEGREE OF SPECIALIZATION
WHICH SOCIETY HAS FORCED UPON US.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, EMERSON HAD MUCH TO SAY ABOUT THE
SPECIALIZED SOCIETY OF HIS TIME, ABOUT HIS GREAT FEAR OF
DEPARTMENTALIZED MAN. TIME AND TIME AGAIN HE PLEAD FOR A
VISION THAT TRANSCENDED THE SPLINTERED INTERESTS AND ENDEAVORS
OF HIS COLLEAGUES. HE PLEAD FOR THE APPEARANCE, SOMEWHERE, OF
THE WHOLE MAN, WHAT HE WOULD HAVE SAID OF US TODAY WE CAN
ONLY ASSUME. BUT WHAT WE CAN DO AND WHAT WE HAVE THE HIGHEST
MORAL OBLIGATION TO DO IS TO EXAMINE THE TRAINING THAT WE HAVE

-HAD; TO MAKE SOME EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT

IS NOT. To TRY, IN OTHER WORDS, TO RELATE THAT TRAINING AS
NEARLY TO THE TOTAL VIEW AS WE CAN COMMAND AND THEREBY ACCEPT
THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR OWN INCOMPLETENESS.

ONLY THIS IT SEEMS WILL LEAD TO A CLEARER VIEW OF WHAT
EDUCATION REALLY IS,

THE PROCESS OF BEING EDUCATED IS NEVER-ENDING; IT IS A
WAY OF LIFE. [T CAN NEVER BE QUANTITATIVELY MEASURED, IN TERMS
OF BOOKS, TEACHERS, OR YEARS AT SCHOOL. [HE ACQUISITION OF
DATA IS IN ITSELF NO KEY., NO YARDSTICK OF DEGREE OR PERIOD OF:




(??: APPLICATION CAN BE REVEALING EXCEPT IN A LIMITED SENSE.
PERHAPS; THEN, FOR A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF EDUCATION, WE
MUST LOOK TO THE WILL TO LEARN, ITS INQUiRING SPIRIT, AND,
FINALLY, ITS UNDECEIVED SELF-KNOWLEDGE.

REAL EDUCATION, THEN, CAN BE MEASURED ONLY IN THE WAY
THAT WE LIVE. REAL EDUCATION MANIFESTS ITSELF IN EVERY
DEPARTMENT OF OUR LIVES: [N MODIFYING AND DIRECTING OUR
BEHAVIOR WITH OUR FELLOWMAN, IN THE QUALITY OF UNDERSTANDING

AND CHARITY WHICH WE GIVE TO OTHERS, IN OUR CAPABILITY FOR
OBJECTIVITY IN ASSESSING VALUES, IN THE COURAGE WITH WHICH IT ?1~
SUPPLIES US IN DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE TRUE AND THE FALSE,
'THE RIGHT AND THE WRONG. THE SIGNS OF HIS EDUCATIQN ARE UN-
MISTAKABLE UPON THE APPEARANCE OF A MATURE MAN.

IT IS OUR RIGHT THEN TO ASK TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE WE REALLY ;’
BEEN PREPARED? AT WHAT COST HAS OUR SPECIALIZATION COME? 3&;_
HAS 1T COME AT THE LOSS OF REAL PERSPECTIVE, AT THE LOSS OF -
YOUR DESIRE FOR A FULLER AND FULLER VIEW? KNOW OF WHAT YoUu
SPEAK, BUT IN THE SAME HOUR, KNOW SOMETHING OF THE VAST AREAS
WHERE YOU HAVE NOT TROD.

THE CIVILIZED FORCES IN OUR SOCIETY WHICH WE ARE HERE
COMMITTED TO PERPETUATE MUST BE WATCHED OVER AND GUARDED BY
OUR TOTAL SELVES. NOT ALONE BY SCIENTISTS; NOT ALONG BY
TECHNICIANS, NOR EVEN ALONG BY THE POET, CAN A LONG AND STEADY
PRESPECTIVE BE MAINTAINED.




WITH THE GREAT STRIDES THAT HAVE BEEN MADE IN
COMMUNICATIONS, THE FLOW OF INFORMATION AND THE ACCESS TO
AWARENESS SHOULD BE GREATER THAN EVER BEFORE.

OUR SCIENTISTS AND INVENTORS HAVE GIVEN US THE MEANS
TO TRANSMIT WORDS AND PICTURES AROUND THE WORLD. BUT HAVE
WE USED THESE INSTRUMENTS PROPERLY SO THEY HAVE HELPED US
GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING?

ONE AFTERNOON LAST WEEK, WHILE RETURNING FROM A VISIT
TO THE EASTERN PART OF THE STATE, | DECIDED TO EXPERIMENT WITH
THE CAR RADIO. BY TURNING THE DIAL FROM THE BOTTOM TO THE TOP,
I wAs ABLE To PICK UP 49 sTATIONS., OF THOSE, 47 WERE PLAYING
ROCK OR COUNTRY AND WESTERN MUSIC, ONE WAS PLAYING CLASSICAL
RECORDS AND ANOTHER WAS AIRING A RELIGIOUS PROGRAM WHICH HAD

~OBVIOUSLY BEEN PAID FOR.

Is THAT THE BEST USE TO WHICH WE CAN PUT AN INSTRUMENT
WHICH CAN TRANSMIT IDEAS AND KNOWLEDGE ALL OVER THE WORLD?

AND DOES ANYONE THINK FOR ONE MOMENT THAT THE MEDIUM OF
TELEVISION, WITH THE VIOLENCE AND SOAP OPERAS THAT DOMINATE ITS
SCREENS, HAS LIVED UP TO ITS POTENTIAL AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL?

ONE ANSWER AT LEAST, IF NOT THE TOTAL ANSWER, IS TO READ,
READ, READ, THE RESPECT THAT YOU WILL ULTIMATELY HAVE FOR YOUR
OWN TRAINING WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE AWARENESS THAT YOU HAVE
OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND THE TRAINING OF OTHERS.




READ, AND READ WITHOUT PREJUDICE. TO READ ONLY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF CONFIRMING WHAT YOU ALREADY BELIEVE TO BE TRUE, TO
SUPPORT YOUR PREVIOUSLY INHERITED CONVICTIONS, IS TO VIOLATE
THE BASIC SPIRIT OF INQUIRY AND TO DENY YOURSELF THE FRUIT OF
YOUR OWN MIND.

[T CAN BE SAID THAT IF AT THE COMPLETION OF YOUR YEARS
HERE YOU TAKE NOTHING AWAY EXCEPT THAT WHICH YOU BROUGHT, YOU
MIGHT AS WELL NOT HAVE BEEN HERE AT ALL. IF YOUR EARLY
CONVICTIONS HAVE NOT TO SOME DEGREE BEEN SHAKEN, IF YOUR VIEW
HAS NOT BEEN EXTENDED INTO THE DEPTH OF HISTORY, YOU HAVE
WASTED YOUR TIME.

READ; BuT READ WITHOUT PREJUDICEQ HAVING THE COURAGE TO
FOLLOW WHERE INSTINCT AND INSIGHT MAY LEAD. EXAMINE YOUR
OWN CONVICTIONS., How MANY OF THEM ARE PREJUDGMENTS? How MANY
HAVE YOU REACHED THROUGH A PROCESS OF DISCOVERY FOR YOURSELVES?

READ. BuT READ WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO BROADEN YOUR OWN

HORIZONS.

OF ONE THING IN THIS WE BELIEVE, YOU MAY BE FAIRLY CERTAIN:
RESPONSIBILITY IS ALWAYS PROPORTIONATE TO UNDERSTANDING. You
AS INDIVIDUALS CAN NEVER ESCAPE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF WHAT
PERCEPTIONS YOU HAVE, NOR THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE RECOGNITIONS
WHICH YOUR UNDERSTANDING MAY BESTOW. THERE IS A PENALTY FOR THE
POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE REFUSAL TO USE IT. YOUR
POSSESSION OF TRAINING IS AT ONCE YOUR PRIVILEGE AND YOUR OBLIGA-
TION. FROM WHERE IS AUTHORITY IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEN TO COME.

o




EXCEPT FROM THE CAPABILITIES OF OUR ENLIGHTENED MINDS?

You MAY FORGET A GREAT DEAL OF THE INFORMATION WHICH
YOU HAVE RECEIVED HERE, BUT YOUR MEMORY OF YOUR ONE-TIME
POSSESSION OF IT WILL STAY WITH YOU FOREVER., AND THAT ONE-
TIME POSSESSION WILL REMAIN YOUR GOAL AND YOUR GUIDE.

IT WILL LODGE THERE FOREVER TO REMIND YOU OF WHAT YOU
COULD HAVE BEEN.

AND SO BY VIRTUE OF YOUR YEARS HERE, WHETHER YOU CHOOSE
IT OR'NOT; YOU ARE ONE OF THE NUMBERED IN THE WORLD.

To ASSUME YOUR RESPONSIBILITY IS YOUR OBLIGATION; TO
DENY IT WILL LODGE WITHIN YOU AND EMPTINESS AND A WASTE.

AND NOW FINALLY, AS YOU PRESS ON AND AS YOU LEAVE THIS
"HIGH SCHOOL TO GO TO COLLEGE, TECHNICAL SCHOOL OR TO WORK, I
TRUST THAT YOU FIND THAT YOUR CHALLENGE 1S HERE IN NoRTH CAROLINA,
AND PARTICULARLY HERE IN EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA.

THIS STATE, WHICH HAS AFFORDED YOU MANY ADVANTAGES ALSO
OFFERS YOU MANY OPPORTUNITIES.

NoRTH CAROLINA IS EMERGING FROM A LONG PERIOD OF
TRANSITION--ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL. [T IS A GREAT STATE
TODAY AND CAN BE FAR GREATER IN YEARS AND DECADES AHEAD, BUT IT
NEEDS YOUR YOUTH, YOUR KNOWLEDGE, YOUR SKILLS, AND ESPECIALLY,

YOUR ENTHUSIASM FOR THE FUTURE.
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AND PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT I FEEL, YOU WILL ENJOY THE
PRIVILEGE OF BEING A PART OF A STATE AND LIVING WITH PEOPLE
WHO KNOW HOW TO LIVE, WHO KNOW THE JOY OF LIFE, AND THE SECRET
OF MERGING THAT JOY WITH PROGRESS.

You GO FROM THIS SCHOOL TODAY EQUIPPED WITH THE BASIC
QUALITIES TO FURTHER YOUR EDUCATION. BUILD ON THESE QUALITIES.
ALWAYS DREAM BEYOND YOUR GRASP,

NEVER BE DISCOURAGED BY FAILURE, IT IS PART OF LIFE,
ONLY THE WEAK SUCCUMB TO IT. THE STRONG GROW STRONGER BECAUSE

OF IT.

I CAN THINK OF NO MORE APPROPRIATE THOUGHT TO LEAVE WITH
YOU THAN THESE WORDS FROM A GREAT AMERICAN, THEODORE'ROOSEVELT:

“IT 1S FAR BETTER TO DARE MIGHTY THINGS, TO WIN GLORIOUS
TRIUMPHS, EVEN THOUGH CHECKERED WITH FAILURE, THAN TO TAKE
RANK WITH THOSE POOR SPIRITS WHO NEITHER ENJOY MUCH NOR SUFFER
MUCH, BECAUSE THEY LIVE IN THE GRAY TWILIGHT THAT KNOWS NOT

VICTORY NOR DEFEAT.”
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