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. ' CHURCH AND STATE

I. It may be necesssry for me to explain the presence

of a politician in the pulpit of th&s church.

b memensses

a. Ba e principal of our democracy and one on

which our country was founded is that of complete separation of

church and state,.
De We are a young country with the lon§ memory of

youth, and we have not forgotten the circumstances under which
some of our valuable citizens made their way to the new world.

- ' ©. @ur children still lears in school about the
indignities and persecutionsz that drove the pilgrins from their

n.ai;i\ve shores.

d. And we read of the persecutions that are endured by

Protestants today at €he hands of other govémments.
. We are justly proud of our Constitution that for-.

pids the establishment of any state church, and we are determinéd

to adhere to ifitas letter and spirit in this mattar. v
SIs Natur=slly, then, the zuggestlion by & polltician that

one can and should carry the teachings of hig Christian faith into
concrate political zituations is met with & certasin misgiving.

a. Tf men anter the political arena determined to
apply their theoloqy to the issves and problems that confront
them there, are we not in danger of vis:lating the American trudi-
tion and 1osing ‘211 that it was meant to serve? '

b. Quite the contrary. I am perspraded that the only

hope of perpetuating. that ttaditi,on 1ies in the pacticibation in

| politics Ey responsible Christians.
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to the problems tnat confron :them; from ‘day’ to duy.

ITI,. Let us look for s mament to see . why I belxe?&

:espons:.ble Christian partic:.p' tion in politics J.s th@ oniy .

hc:pe of keeping church and 3t.a.’te separatc.

":"':-F;.rst of ani we must recall that the foum!ing
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fathers were cancerned to prewnt the estab‘liahmen{: of any speci.ﬁ.ci

church. - They knew what coul happan when a particular church was

bt ko s,

’"d here, I might comment that it 18

given an official sancticm.
for this reasqn that I joa.n wi h Sem:tor Ervm and thé sugreme

Court holding that governmen‘éal authorities should not prEsc:ri‘be

the pr&yers that our schaol children shnuld pray. '

“ ‘One ha' cml 1:0 read the basic docmnents of t:hat,,
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~actual soiritual foundations can eventuany lead ua to a

| moved with co:npasslbn.

-

&e And our failure i:o relate our politics to 1ts

¥\‘|‘

totaletariun state, whare the state mnnufactures its own’

.~\- .
‘4\

3piritua1 valuas. A st:udy of )tistory will show tnat the

Christian communities in Ruasia, China, and other countries |

i ‘!

failed to PrOVida for the peomc of theae countrlee 2 genuzne

basis for daoling with d:he pmblems !:hat beset thm." =
b. Consequently, those who °ought to huild support
for demanding politica’l progt&ss found it necessary to manu- '

far.:ture theu: owr: values and standatds. o .

b ""l <

U C. Here, then, is the situation in which we find our

sel\m:s-we cannot and we: musr not }reep religion and polltir:°

separate. There 4is an. urgent need for continuinq to relate cmr'

LS T

Christian falth to the political processes of our c:ountry-; : "
yi. The question then envolves, h0w may we as Christians
relate our "aith to the political prccesses of our country. :
a. we m.mt firat know and ar:::ept the fact that the heart
of Chr.lst was full of c'ompasslon &nd H:la hands werc busy in heal-»-i

.uzg a.nd Hs feet Hinged in service. : 4 ; :
“b. ' ‘ x-ead. #4nd Jesus, moved with

cmnpassion put {fc:rth His hand and"touched ‘him,.."

€. Physical disease, blindnesa, disturbed minds,

burdened souls, “sorrcmful haarta-walli were healed by the touc:h uf

the H&ster's Hand-«-because He c&raﬂ. .

- cn:;e & 1epe:: ::ama and:'wﬁém Je#us saw hm He "was

E "I :o-q' ’

e At Capernawn, He healed the the paralized man.
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| father who haa come, bring:l.ng his ‘U.ttle boy who was afﬂlc*ted

sick. *

.government, the foundation of whi.c:h is the Chtistian faith.

, g. When the nobleman found Jesus at Cana'&nd vas
told that back home there was a child. boy t00 sick to be |
moved and at the point of death, Jesus responded to his plea.iz._;..
g+ In company with a mnititude zmd bent on some. o
mission, Christ heard, above the noise of the crowd, the cry:- |
of the b‘.li.nd beggar, Bartemeus. This man was not the ruler of
a country, not some very promment or influential person, ‘h¢

was a more heggar. J’md as he came to Jesus he was healed.

h. His compassion was, noi‘_ a‘lone for those of ‘His own
king--the sick servant of the Roman officer was cured as quickly -
as those of His own. ) A

i. When the ma‘n who c&ned himself *Legion, for .i.ae ;'a‘re'
many," approached .Jesus for help, he wes clothed in his right mind*'

j« Chyist ascended the mourxtain of p:ayer and found a -

with epilepsy and the chiid was healed.
vII. One of the major activities of Chtist was healing the

& In Tact, 2/3rds of a‘li hisz reported ééts, were acts.
of healing, Christ cared. e e D
yiii, f_' Just as physical diseases, blindness, disturbed mxnds, -
guilt burdened souls, and sorrowful hearts were of major concern |

to Christ, so should they be with us a-a Christians and with our -

When did y¥ou as a Chrietian and &8 a citizen viaii: a

home for the aged or talk with your 'leqiqlator to urge his support
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tha b‘.lind and_ -l;h& deaf _in,nur’ stai;;gr.{
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51 shoulg; point out that they.} are doinq 2 tremendo‘

M f J!

: jb‘b with whb!‘. t}:ejr have. .

Y 'uf

ng_ if every Christ ém

fﬁ“‘“:
Natats
; -_'{{;if:: ‘t'

1netituticms. iﬁfoming legisiators 4af 'their needs and te:né:v DU ag-

\ ing theix: supp:é;i:.'

: fé:
: 53
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judgment of Gm; and' many were 'candmned to eterna.l deaﬂh
: ff-“, : ;

afflicted Chili? .i.r: real ne&:ﬁ f ass

istance without a brukie
,»d :

f;
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; Mental Illpess f;-;;,._z._‘f.ﬁ,".‘-‘-.-‘.‘-ﬁ;' A e

As they came' Eo the other sidé of ithe sea of Galilee and as'

Josus discmbarked: from the boat . 'a man :Erom the tombs who was’ in

N i l

the grip of an unuﬂ.ean spxrit - met hlm

o

- no one had bean ablc tO bind him w1th a chain

i Yy "'-.'

-~ no one: at ronp em;ugh ta d:amc h:un. ‘: P : i .
day and night in the tombs hc kept shrieking and gashmg

1 T himse!i‘ 'iﬂth stones
The unclcan splrlt:, came out.

The Elderly:

And immed:ately, when they had come out of the Synagoguc," they

went along with Peter and Johnj': into the houqe of Simon and Andrcw -

with g fcver. Immedlately tha} spoke -5

Petcr's mother-in—.law was :SI’Ck‘

( s Jesus about hati; ‘He wsmt ’t h&-r and ttmk her by: the hand and

raised it up, and the fevcr lcf;t‘her'

Nursing hom&s and rest hnmes,

'Helping the hclpleﬁz- is helpmg Chnsv

Jesus tovk 8- 11ttle chllé and set . }um in the midst of tham.
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And Hc tock him up mto his arm and salé to them.

"Whoever receives one little’ chzld hke thzs in my name rccewes me,

of

and whoever TCCCIV&T—b n‘ze, recvnfe _ot me, but him who sent mej?;

a) Ch11dren - dependent::

b) TE t.afded-

 The must amazing thing abau f'esus is His sheer conszdcratzeness

i d
:

Con‘uderateness 1s a vz.rttm ﬂhich?everl forgcts detaih of llfa

.“‘temember in’ Mark we_ are toid thzt thcr&' was s great crowd, und when g

" they had notbzng to cat Jesuskcal‘lad Ius éesczples fo: Hm and sald

."My heart 15 movod w1th pity far. ﬂ\e crowd because thcy havc stayed -:




with me now for 3 days and they have h,a_;:l nothing to ecat. I
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snd them away to their homcs they will faint in thec road.

Y=

. a) we haven't forgott.cn the_ pers&cu_tions of Paul

Mcthodist Preacher . .
Rhen politician fills puli:i.t ;rcn'té we mixing politics and v
religion? = | | | :

Aren't we in dangor of Jeopardznng one of the pnnciples ‘upon

which our country was founded - sepamton of church and state"

Our nation 15 ‘a young one wnh a Iong memory

b) even mday in Spain N
I don't th1nk so for the truth is ths.t our great Amcnt:an
heritage is hullt upon thpSe_g;rﬁat-:‘t_éachlngs and acts of C_hrist
our Lord. ‘_ | 3 | :
Just as the llfe and teachmgs of Chrz.st were filled wzth acts
of compassmn, wlth acts of hcallng’ the sick, acts of senuce to

mankmd and azd.mg the aged and poar, s0 are the acts of

_ gcvarxment.

2/3's of all che recorded acts of Chrlst during his earthzy
mlnxstry were acts of hcalmg aﬁd min}ﬂtry with the d1sab1ed the

see and the aged, ;
/

Over and over again we see Jesus moved with compassion for mon.

wds CAME .
Not alone for wealthy or promnent -
- Bartemus
- 2 blind begger on the road to Jericho
- healed -

“*~t alone for those of his own. kind

- Roman soldier : L
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