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IlECEM3ER ll, 1974 

IN THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS M!\NY OF MY FRIENDS THROLG!OUT THE 
. . . . . . . 

STATE AS WELL AS THE M:DIA HAVE CONTACTED ME SEEKING AN EXPRESSION 

OF DIRECTION CONCERNING THE LEADERSHIP OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, 

THIS IS IN KEEPING WITH THE PAST TRADITIONS OF Ol.R PARTY AND · 

MY OBLIGA.TIONS TO THE PARTY MiICH HAS ELECTED ME TO THE LiNITED 

STATES SENATE AND WHICH l HAVE SERVED SINCE ]9.9), 
- -- . .  - - ·  

!.AST WEEKEND, THE PRESENT 0-IAI� OF THE STATE ]s,oCRATIC 
- - .. - .. 

EXEcurIVE W>lMITTEE ANNOIJ-ICED THAT HE WOULD BE A CANDI!lll.TE FOR 
- . . . - - . 

RE-ELECTION, Ir WAS A POST HE FIRST ASSLMED AFTER SUPPORTING 
. . - - - . . - . 

THE CANDI!lll.CY OF OUR LAST GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDt>.TE, I-IAAGRoVE 

"SKIPPER" Ba.-/LES, 

As TITULAR HEAD OF THE PARTY AT THAT TIM::, �- Bowt.Es 
- - . - - . . 

SUGGESTED HIS CANDIJltl.CY AND SUPPORTED IT, SINCE THAT TIM::, MR, Ba.-lLES 

PUBLICLY DISCLAil'-ED PARTY LEADERSHIP AND THIS DUTY HAS FALLEN TO 

THE STATEWIDE IlEmcRATIC ELECTED OFFICIALS INCLlIDING MYSELF AND 

THE 1'EM3ERS OF THE ColJ-ICIL OF STATE, 
- . - . - -· - . 

!.AST WEDNESDAY, I HAD AN APPOINTl'ENT WITH �. Su;GS TO 

DISCUSS THE UPCOMING ELECTION BUT DISCOVERED UPON l'-EETING WITH 

HIM THAT HIS MIUN PURPOSE WAS lO INF00'-1 1'E OF HIS INTENTION TO 
. . . . -

SEEK RE-ELECTION, I HAD HOPED THAT Ol.R CONVERSATION w:>ULD OPEN 

TI-IE ROLE OF THE PARTY CHAI�IP FOR DISCUSSION Ar-ONG THE 



PARTY LEADERSHIP BUT INSTEAD DISCOVERED IT WAS A CLOSED SUBJECT 

AS FAR AS f1'R, SUGGS WAS CONCERNED, 

MR, SUGG' S ATTITUDE CAM: AS A SffiPRISE TO ME BECAUSE HE 

IS AN OLD FRIEND AND BECAUSE I FAIL TO LNDERSTAND HOW A STAlE 

PARTY 0-iAIR� CAN FLNCTION EFFECTI'vi;LY WITHOUT lHE ADVICE AND 

SUPPORT OF THOSE INDIVIDLII\LS v.HCM 1HE IlEMocRATIC VOTERS OF 

NOR1H CAROLINA HAVE ELECTED TO PUBLIC OFFICE, FROM MY DISCUSSICJ-1 

WilH � O11-IERS, IT HAS BECCME EVIDENT 1HAT r,'R, SLGGS DID NOT 

DISCUSS lHIS WITlER WllH lHEM EilHER, 

IT APPEARS TO t,e lHAT NO'/ AS NE\1;R BEFORE lHE EFFORTS OF 

DEMOCRATIC LEADERS SHOULD BE TO LNIFY Offi PARTY, FOR lHIS 

REASON I HA\1; HESITATED TO COMNT ON HIS LNIIJffERAL ACTION 
- · - .  - . - - - . 

WHICH lHREAlENS lHE LNITED IlE1'DCRATIC PARJY WiICH EMERGED AFlER 

OUR PRIWIRY CA/'PAIGN AND I\I-IICH WE ASSIJ'IIBLED FOR lHE RECENT 
- - . . 

GENERAL ELECTION, THIS CONTINUED LNI1Y IS MY PRIMO.RY CCJ-ICERN, 

AND I THINK IT SHOULD BE lHE CONCERN OF ALL DEt-oCRATS, 

I FAIL TO SEE HO'/ HIS RECENT ACTIONS COULD SERVE lHIS 

END, 


