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THANK YOU Fffi INVITING 1'E TO VISIT WITH YOU TODAY, 

l APPRECIATE THE ACTIVITIES OF A GROUP SUCH AS YOURS AND 

l AM IMPRESSED WITH YOUR WILLINGNESS TO WORK TOGETHER ON PROJECTS 

THAT CAN MG.KE OUR CCM>'IUNITIES AND OUR STATE A BETTER PLACE IN vl-lICH 

TO LIVE, • 

l HAVE A HEALTHY RESPECT FOR THE Plll'ER OF \'OMEN vl-lO 

DECIDE TO WffiK TOGETHER TO GET SQ\1ETHING DONE, BECAUSE l REALIZE THAT 

WiEN THIS HAPPENS WHATEVER THEY TACKLE GENERALLY GETS OONE, 

So l CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR PAST ACCCJ11PLI SHMENTS AND GIVE 

YOU MY BEST WISHES FOR SU:CESS IN YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVCRS, 

l THINK THAT TH!: POLITICAL SITUll.TION THIS YEAR SHClr'IS THE 

RAPIDLY INCREASING Plll'ER OF WCJl1EN IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS, 

WE HAVE A UNIQUE SIMTION IN i'ORTH LAROLINA IN THAT A 

HIGHLY QUA.LIFIED WCW\N, SUPREME CoURT JUSTICE SUSIE SHARP, IS THE 

NCJl1INEE FOR CHIEF JUSTICE, THE HIGHEST OFFICE IN THE STATE'S JUDICIAL 

SYSTEM, 
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Nor BECAUSE SHE IS A �, BUT BECAUSE SHE IS EMINENTLY 

Qllll.LIFIED, JUSTICE SHARP WILL HAVE SOLID SUPPORT FR0'>1 lJEttOCRATS AND 

I SUSPECT FROM MANY /'EMBERS OF lHE OlHER PARTY, 

flbT ONLY IN �lH CAROLINA HAVE WJ/VEN SCORED HEAVILY AT 

THE POLLS lHIS YEAR, 

IN CONNECTICUTT, DEMOCRAT Eu.A GRASSO IS THE N0'>1INEE FOR 

GoVERNOR AND IS FAVORED TO WIN lHE ELECTION IN NoVEMBER, 

IN fl¾RYLAND, THE DOOCRATS HAVE N0'>1INATED A WOW\N FOR THE 

liNITED STATES SENATE, C>.IER AU,, THERE ARE 44 WJMEN CANDIDATES FOR 

1 U)NffiESS WHO WI LL BE ON THE NoYEMBER BALLOT, 
"·. 

THE RESULTS OF THE PRIMAAY SHOl'I Cl,.EARLY lHAT WQ'>lEN ARE Nat'/ 

A MAJOR FACTOR IN A>-lERICAN POLITICAL LIFE, NOT JUST AS HEAIJQLlll.RTERS 

VOLLNTEERS, OR TYPISTS OR PRECINCT WJRKERS, BUT AS CANDIJlll.TES, 

THIS IS GOOD, &\n GOVERNMENT HAS LESS Q-IANCE OF SURVIVAL 

WHEN POLITICAL ACTIVITY IS HIGHEST, ftID CERTAINLY NOTHING WAS EVER 

GAINED BY PERSONS WHO WERE CONTENT TO SIT BACK AND ACCEPT THE STATUS QUO, 

W0'>1EN WHO ARE WILLING TO SIT IN lHE REAR OF lHE BUILDING AND 

LET t,'ALES LEAD MUST DO SO lHROUGH CHOICE OR BECAUSE THEY UNDERESTIMC>.TE 

lHEIR O\\t-l POl'IER, 
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FOR ONE lHING YOU OUTNLM3ER lHE MA.LES, 

THE CENSUS OF 1950 WA.S lHE FIRST OOE TO SHOtl lHAT 1HERE 

1'.ERE MORE WQ'vlEN 1HAN MEN IN lHE COUNTRY AND YOU HAVE BEEN GAINING EVER 

SINCE, 

THE 1970 CENSUS SHOWS 1HERE ARE ttORE 1HAN FIVE MILLIOO 

MORE WOMEN IN lHE NATION, OR ABOUT 100 WJIYEN FOR EVERY 95 MEN, 

\'£ HERE A LOT OF TAU< ABOUT MINORITY GROUPS, BUT DID YOU 

EVER lHINK OF lHE J\M:RICAN 11:N AS ONE? 

kfil \',\'.lM:N HAVE Ml\DE SQ'v1E IMPORTANT ADVANCES AS OUR WAY OF 

LI FE HAS CHANGED IN 1HE 20TH CENil.RY, 

IN 1900 ABOUT 20 PER CENT OF THE WORK FORCE IN lHE COUNTRY 

WERE W0/1:N; TODAY lHAT PERCENTAGE IS 38 PER CENT, 

As THE CIGARETTE AD SAYS, ''You'VE COM: A La-JG WA.Y, MBY" 

BUT YOU HAVE ttORE MILES TO TRAVEL., ttORE OBSTACLES TO OVERCO'>lE, 

DESPITE LEGISLATION DESIGNED TO PROTECT WOl1:N1 S RIG-ITS TO 

EQIJtil PAY FOR JOBS REQUIRING EQIJtil SKILLS OR RESPONSIBILITIES, WOM:N 

HAVEN'T ACHIEVED lHEIR TRUE POTENTIAL IN THE WORLD OF JOBS AND SALARIES, 

fORTl.tJE MAGAZINE NOTED RECENTLY lHAT OF lHE 6,000 TOP 

BUSINESS PEOPLE IN Al-ERICA - PEOPLE WHO EARN OVER $35,000 A YEAR AND 
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\'A-«J OCCUPY THE TOP THREE JOBS IN THE COLNlRY'S La:x:J LARGEST C0'-1PANIES­

ONLY 11 ARE W0'1EN, 

f:vID ALTHOUG-f THE futW. PAY Acr OF 1963 REQUIRES JUST WHAT 

ITS TITLE SAYS, THERE HAS BEEN RESISTANCE 10 IT ON THE PART OF 

�y E/'IPLOYERS, 

MY 00 SISTER, WHO TEACHES AT A LNIVERSiiY IN ANOTHER STATE, 

HAD TO 00 10 COi.RT TO SECLRE HER RIGHTS TO EQI.W. PAY WITH OTHER TEACHERS 

THERE, 

fWD WHILE 20 PER CENT OF M:N WHO ARE EMPLOYED ARE PAID 

$15,00'.) A YEAR OR �E, LESS THAN TWO PER CENT OF Et-PLOYED \OEN EARN 

C THAT Ml.CH, 

Now CENSUS FIGLRES DISPEL ANY MYTH THAT MG.NY WOMEN DON'T 

WORK BECAUSE OF REAL NEED, BUT WJRK 10 GET POCKET MONEY TO GET LUXURIES 

THAT THEY MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE BE ABLE TO AFFORD, 

THE FACT IS THAT 1'0ST WJMEN WORK BECAUSE OF ECONCMIC NEED, . 

NEARLY 00-THIRDS OF ALL WOMEN WHO WJRK ARE SINGLE, DI\ORCED, 

WI:to'IED OR SEPARATED, OR HAVE HUSBANDS WHO EARN LESS THAN $7,000 A YEAR, 

fWD WOMEN ARE PLAYING A l1JCH 1'0RE !OMINANT ROLE IN lHE 

FAMILY, ABOUT ONE OF TEN WCMEN WJRKERS ARE HEADS OF FAMILIES AND 54 

PER CENT OF THESE ARE THE SOLE SUPPORT OF THEIR FAMILIES, 
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YET A I\OMI\N WCRKER CAN EXPECT TO EARN OOLY ABOlIT $3,00 FOR 

E\1:RY $5,00 PAID A WIN IN A SIMILAR POSITION, 

IT SEEMS THAT SOfvEBODY ISN'T ENFORCING VERY VIGOROUSLY THE 

EQl.111,L PAY kr oF 1963, 

ANOlHER BARRIER THAT HAS SUPPOSEDLY FALl.EN IN THIS PAST 

DECADE IS JOB DISCRIMINATICX'-1 BECAUSE OF SEX, 

THE EQl.lA.L EMPLOYM::NT DPPORTLNITIES kr OF 1972 PROVIDED 

THAT SUITS CAN BE FILED IN CASES OF SEX DISCRIMINATIOO, AND ESTABLISHED 

A FEDERAL AGENCY (EEOC) WITH INVESTIG\TORY PCltlERS, 

Btrr BEFORE THIS, A DEMOCRA,:-Ic AJ111INISTRATION HAD TAKEN S1EPS 

TO BAR DISCRIMINATIOO IN OOVERNM::NT AND BY COOTRACTORS DOING WCRK FOR 

THE. GOVERNM::NT, IN Ni7, PRESIDENT JoHNsoo ORDERED THIS DOOE BY 

EXEClITIVE ORDER, 

HowEVER, lHE NI){)N ADMINISTRATION DIDN'T GET AROLND TO 

DRAWING UP ANY GUIDELINES TO ENFORCE lHIS LNTIL MID-1970 AND Dim'r REALLY 

SPELL OlIT \\HAT S1EPS COOTRACTORS MUST TAKE TO OVERCQYE DISCRIMINATION 

BECAUSE OF SEX, 
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lN APRIL., 1971, THE All-1INISlRATION ANNOUNCED DIRECTIVES IT SAID 

�ULD CO"BAT DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF SEX IN FEDERAL EMPLOYM::NT, AND IN 

1972, IT BOASTED THAT THE Nl.MlER OF � IN HIGH OOVERNM::NT POSTS HAD 

DOLBLED AND THE Nl.MlER IN MID-W\NAGEM::NT POSTS HAD INCREASED, 1T PR'.>MISED 

TO PURSUE THIS VIGOROUSLY, 

\tLL., LIKE SO 1"ANY PR:>GRAMS ANNOUNCED IN WASHINGTON WITH A LOT 

OF FANFARE, IT SEEMS THAT NOT MUCH RESULTED, CNLY THREE PER CENT OF THE 

POSITIONS IN THE TOP PAY GRADE IN GOVERNM::NT ARE HELD BY �M::N, 

THEN, THERE IS THE WITTER OF CHILD CARE, 

WffiKING MOTHERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE JUST ABOVE THE POVERTY LEVEL 

WHO Ml.ST �RK TO SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES, NEED SOM:: ASSISTANCE IN FINDING 

A DECENT PLACE WHERE THEIR CHILDREN CAN BE CARED FOR DURING WORKING HOURS, 

AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY THE CHILD NEEDS A PLACE WHERE HE CAN BE 

CARED FOR, AND SUPERVISED AND, YES, BE TAUGHT DURING HIS FIRST FIVE YEARS 

BEFORE HE ENTERS PLB3LI C SCHOOL, 

FORMER PRESIDENT NixDN SEEM::D TO RECOGNIZE THIS BECAUSE HE 

SAID, IN 1969, SHORTLY AFTER TAKING OFFICE, "So CRUCIAL IS THE WITTER OF 

EARLY GROWTH THAT WE MUST WIKE A NATIONAL CQtlMI"WfNT 10 PROVIDING ALL 

Ati::RICAN CHILDREN AN OPPORTUNI1Y FOR HEALTHFUL .AND STIMULATING 

DEVELOPM::NT DURING THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF LIFE," 
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Bur THE fu:MINISiRATION EMPHASIS HAS BEEN ON DAY CARE AS 

PART OF lHE WELFARE PROGRAM, JF YOU WEREN'T ON WELFARE, YOUR Q-IILD 

WASN'T ELIGIBLE, 

To DOONSTRATE HIS 11CONCERN11 

FOR Q-fILOOEN, �. NIXON IN 

DECEMBER, 1971, VETOED A BILL AUlHORIZING $2,l BILLION FOR ESTABLISHfvENT 

OF A COM='REHENSIVE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR lHE MIDDLE INCOM:, AS 

WELL AS POOR Q-fILDREN, HE SAID IT HAD "FAMILY WEAKENING" IMPLICATIONS 

IN HIS VETO MESSAGE, BUT HE DIDN'T MENTION 1HE CHILDREN OF MJTHERS � 

ARE FORCED TO WffiK, 

THEN THE fu:MINISiRATION SHOWED ITS FIJR1HER "CONCERN" BY 

TRYING TO CUT BACK THE ONLY REMt>.INING PROGRAM lHAT PROVIDES ANY 

MEANINGFUL FUNDING FOR Q-fILD CARE, A PORTION OF THE SocIAL SECURI1Y f>c:r 

lHAT IS All'>1INISTERED BY HEW, 

THEY DID THIS BY "IMPOll'lJl',ENT BY REGULATION'' TO RESTRICT THE 

OPERATION OF THE PROGRAM, f:wD IN EARLY 1973, HEW ISSUED REGULATIONS 

\\HICH VIOULD HAVE REQUIRED STATES TO SPEND MOST OF lHE FUNDS LNDER THIS 

PROGRAM ON CURRENT WELFARE RECIPIENTS, LEAVING our ENTIRELY THE Q-fILDREN 

OF MJTHERS JUST ABOVE THE POVER1Y LINE, 

THERE WAS SO MUCH PUBLIC PROTEST OVER THIS lHAT CoNGRESS 

STEPPED IN AN ORDERED HEW TO SUSPEND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE IMPOLNDMENT 

REGULATIONS LNTIL AT LEAST J:eCEMBER 31 1974, M:ANw-fILE, LEGISLATION HAS 

BEEN INTRODUCED TO GIVE STATES MJRE LEEWAY IN lHE USE OF THESE FUNDS, 
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IT CAN BE ARGI.El iHAT A Q-IILD CARE PROGAAM, PROPERLY 

AI1'1INISTEREDJ WILL ro A GREAT tEAL IN PROVIDING THIS COI.NTRY WITH A 

BETTER EDUCATEDJ BETTER BB-IAVED CITIZENRY IN THE FUTl.RE BY GIVING 

0-HLDREN OPPORTLNITIES FOR MENTALJ PHYSICAL .AND OOTia-1.AL 

DEv£LOPPENT, 

Ir CAN BE ARGI.El iHAT IT WILL Mll.TERIALLY CUT WELFARE 

COSTSJ BECAUSE IT WILL ENABLE t-ORE t-OTHERS TO GO TO l'«JRK AND SUPPORT 

THEMSELv£S AND THEIR Q-IILDRENJ RATHER THAN BEING ON THE Pl.BLIC ROLLS, 

PER-IAPS THERE IS "FAMILY STRENGTHENING" RATHER THAN "FAMILY 

WEAKENING" IN SI.CH A PROGRAM, 

P!:RSONALLYJ I BELIE\-£ iHAT IN Mll.TTERS OF CREDITJ INSURANCEJ 

E/>PLOYl"ENT BENEFITSJ PENSIONS AND OTHER RELATED Mll.TTERS THE RULES FOR 

MEN SHOULD APPLY ALSO TO WOMEN, 

CERTAINLY THE ECONOMIC ILLS iHAT ARE AFFECTING THE NATION 

ARE CONCERNING MEN AND WOMEN ALIKE, 

DURING THIS SPRING I TRA\-£LED THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF 

NORTH (ARouNA, 

I TALKED TO AND I LISTENED TO THOUS.ANDS OF FOLKS; I THINK 

J KNOW THEIR CONCERNS, 
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THEY ARE Ca-lFUSED BY \\HAT IS HAPPENING TO THEIR PAYCHECKS; 

IT OOESN'T BUY AS MlOI AS IT DID, EVEN LAST YEAR, 

You WOM:N \\HO SHOP FOR ffiOCERIES EVERY WEEK KNCM WHAT THE 

COST OF POTATOES, AND SL.GAR AND t-EAT HAS DONE TO YOUR FOOD Bl.IDGET, 

YOUNG PEOPLE STARTING OUT CAN'T REALIZE THEIR AMBITIOO TO 

O\'tN THEIR 00 HOl'E, NOT WITH INTEREST RATES AT NINE PER CENT AND APT 

TO GO HIGHER, 

OLDER PEOPLE 00 FIXED INCOM: ARE :ro-.mIGHT FEARFUL THAT 

THEIR MJNTHLY CHECKS \'ON 1

T EVEN SUPPLY THEIR M)l)EST BASIC NEEDS,. 

THE PEOPLE ARE ALSO SKEPTICAL AND CYNICAL, 

THEY BELIEVE THAT THE. GOVERNM:NT, THEIR GOVERNM:NT, IS 

SUPPOSED TO BELCX'lG TO THEM BUT THEY DON'T THINK THAT IS THE CASE ANY MJRE, 

THEY BELIEVE THAT iHE. GOVERNMENT, iHEIR GOVERNM:NT, IS NCM 

BEING OPERATED FOR THE PRIVILEGED AND THE PCMERFUL, 

THEY SEE ffl CENT. (il).SQLINE AT THE Pl.MPS AND READ THAT BIG OIL 

COl'-PANIES ARE REAPING lN-IEARD OF PROFITS, 

WE HAVE. GOT TO TURN THIS COI.M"RY AROUND AND. GET IT BACK 00 

THE PROPER TRACK, 
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WE MUST NOT LET APAlHY LURE US INTO INACTION, AND NOT 

PARTICIPATING IN lHE NOVBIBER ELECTIONS, 

WE MJST \',ORK AND VOTE AND SEE THAT OlR NEIGIBORS VOTE IN 

ORDER TO FURlHER lHE PUBLIC INTEREST BY ELECTING CANDIDA.TES \\HO WILL 

RESPOND TO lHE PEOPLE'S NEEDS, 


