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SPEEO-l BY: ROPERT rDRGI\N 

To: NAJllP CoNVENTION 

CHARLOTTE, NOR1H LAROLINA 

DATE: fRIIV>.Y, Ck:TCBER 4, 1974 

THANK YOU FOR INVITING /vE TO BE WI1H YOU TONIGHT, 

I AM ESPECIALLY HAPPY TO JOIN YOU BECAUSE J KNCM SO MO.NY OF 

YOU PERSONALLY AND COUNT YOU AMONG MY FRIENDS, 

As YOU KNOW, l AM APPEARING HERE AS 1HE IlEMJCRATIC NOMINEE 

FOR 1HE lJNITED STATES SEW'\TE IN 1HE ftVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION, 

AND IT GOES WI1HOUT SAYING 1HAT J WOULD WELCCM: YOUR SUPPORT 

IN 1HIS CAMPAIGI, 

I AM RUNNING ON MY PlBLIC RECORD, 

IT IS A RECORD BUILT UPON 24 YEARS IN PLBLIC LIFE, �AYS AS 

AN ELECTED OFFICIAL, 

Jusr 24 YEARS AGO I STARTED OUT AS 1HE CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT 

IN MY HO/vE COUNTY I 

SINCE 1HEN I HAVE SERVED FIVE TERMS IN THE STATE SENATE AND 

ALMOST SIX YEARS AS 1HE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NoR1H CAROLINA, 
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DURING THOSE 24 YEAAS I HAVE AlliAYS ATTEMPTED TO BE FAIR 

WITH EVERYONE AND TO D'.l MY BEST TO ACT IN THE INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE 

1'.HO ELECTED M: AND ACCORDING TO MY CONSCIENCE, 

I AM PROUD THAT DURING MY TI/>E AS ATTORNEY tENERAL, I BECAME 

KNOWN AS "THE PEOPLE'S ATTORNEY tENERAL,
11 

AFTER I GET TO WASHINGTON, I WANT TO EARN THE TITLE OF 

"THE PEOPLE'S SENATOR," 

DURING THE PAST FIVE AND ONE-HALF YEARS AT THE JUSTICE 

DEPARTM:NT, M'r' D'.lOR HAS ALWAYS BEEN OPEN, Mt\NY OF YOU KNOW THAT 

BECAUSE� OF YOUR HAVE BEEN TO SEEM: THERE IN ftN OFFICIAL CAPACITY, 

WHEN I GET TO WASHINGTON, I PROMISE YOU THAT MY D'.lOR WILL BE 

JUST AS OPEN, 

You CAN'T BE A GOOD ATTORNEY GENERAL OR A GOOD SENATOR OR A GOOD 

PLBLIC OFFICIAL OF ftNY KIND LNLESS YOU KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE PEOPLE AND 

FIND OUT WHAT THEY ARE THINKING, I HAVE NO PATIENCE WITH OFFICIALS 1'.HO, 

ONCE ELECTED, TRY TO INSULATE THEMSELVES, THAT HAS NEVER BEEN MY WAY AND IT 

WILL NEVER BE MY WAY I 

As ATTORNEY GENERAL, I HAVE TRIED TO l'<IAKE THE OFFICE ONE THAT 

ACTIVELY HELPS THE PEOPLE, 

WiILE I SERVED THERE, WE INSTITUTED A UlNSlJlfR PROTECTION 

DIVISION, SO/'£THING THIS STATE HAD "NEVER HAD, 
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Now, A CONSU>ER PROTECTION PROGRAM IDESN
1

T HELP 11-IE 

CORPORATIONS OR 11-IE BIG BUSINESSES \',1-!ICH 00 SO WELL LNDER THE REPUBLICAN 

ADMINISTRATION IN WASHINGTON, 

THE PEOPLE IT HELPS ARE THE PEOPLE \',1-10 GET HURT IN THE 

M\RKET PLACE, AND IN M:>ST CASES 11-IESE ARE PEOPLE W-10 CAN LEAST AFFORD TO 

BE CHEATED OR MISTREATED BY BEING SOLD INFERIOR M:RCHANDISE, 

You OON'T GET ANY CALLS FROM tENERAL fl'bTORS OR FORD OR 

UiRYSLER AT 11-IE UJNSLJ,ER PROTECTION DIVISION, RA11-IER YOU GET CALLS FROM 

INDIVIDl,1/l.LS \',1-10 HAVE BEEN STUNG OR BADLY USED EI1HER BY SO/'E FIRM OR 

SOl'E FLY-BY-NIGIT OPERATOR, 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, DURING MY Til'E AT THE JUSTICE DEPARTl'ENT, 

11-IE PEOPLE HAD AN AD\OCATE \',1-10 APPEARED BEFORE THE lJTILITIES CoM'-IISSION 

\',HEN POtlER COMPANIES SOUGHT TO RAISE 11-IE RATES ON ELECTRICITY AND GAS, 

WE WEREN'T A�YS SUCCESSFUL, BECAUSE, TO BE FAIR, THE 

ITTILITIES HAVE BEEN HIT BY HIGHER PRICES AND HIGHER INTEREST RATES AND 

HAVE DESERVED SOf>E OF 11-IE RELIEF 11-IEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN, 

BUT Cl'lE I>'eBER OF 11-IE CoM"1ISSION SAID IN A PUBLIC STATEl'ENT 

11-IAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE DURING 11-IE PAST FIVE YEARS HAD SAVED 

USERS OF ELECTRICITY M:>RE 11-IAN $10'.) MILLION OOLLARS A YEAR IN RATES THEY 

l'OULD HAVE GOTTEN IF MY OFFICE HADN'T OPPOSED THEM, 

I BELIEVE ACTION SUCH AS THIS HELPED EARN 11-IE TITLE OF 11-16 

"PEOPLE'S ATTORNEY GENERAL," 

WE STARTED SOM: OTHER THINGS, 
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WE ENLARGED THE STA11; BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND M<\DE IT 

INTO A REAL PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATIVE ORGANIZATION, WE M<\DE ITS CRIM: 

LABORATORY ONE lHAT IS RESPECTED ALL OVER THE COlM"RY, 

WE ESTJIBLISHED A CRIMINAL JUSTICE Ac./lJJE.MY TO TRAIN POLICE 

OFFICERS SO THAT lHE CO"MltlITIES AND COOOIES IN lHE STATE COULD BE 

SERVED IN A MORE PROFESSIONAL �ER, 

IN FILLING POSTS IN lHE Li:PARTM:NTJ WE TRIED TO DO SO ON A 

BASIS OF 11:RIT AND FOR lHE FIRST TIM: IN THE STATE'S HISTORY A NLM3ER 

OF BLACK PEOPLE WERE PLACED IN lHE JUSTICE Li:PARTMENT, 

AND lHESE WERE NOT TOKEN APPOINTM:NTS, . 

WE SINCERELY TRIED TO PLACE PEOPLE IN JCBS WiERE lHEY COLl..D 

USE lHEIR TALENTS AND THEIR EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE, Af-.o..lG THE JCBS 

BLACKS WERE EMPLOYED IN WiILE I WAS AT lHE JUSTICE 1EPART1'ENT WERE 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL., AGENTS IN THE SBL ADMINISTRATIVE AsSISTANTS 

AND SECRETARIES, 

I ASSURE YOU lHAT I WILL CONTINUE lHIS PRACTICE WiEN I GO TO 

THE UNITED STATES SENATE, 

THESE ARE TROlBLED TI1'ES, 

OUR COlNTRY AND OUR STATE HAVE BEEN HIT BY THE WILDEST INFLATION . 

OF lHIS CENTURY AND lHE REPlBLICAN ADMINISTRATION IN WASHINGTON HAS ALLOWED 

US TO DRIFT WilHOUf OFFERING Am ANSWERS, 

THE THING THAT IS TROUBLING PEOPLE M)ST IS THEIR M)NEY AND lHAT 

IT BUYS LESS AND LESS EVERY WEEK, 
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HERE. AGA.IN, THE PEOPLE WHJ ARE GffiING Ht.RT WORST ARE lHE 

PEOPLE \'.HO HAVE lHE LEAST, 

Ju,r lHE OTHER M:>RNING, EARL Burz, lHE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

WAS BEING INTERVIEWED ON TELEVISION, AND \'.HAT HE SAID SEEf>ED TO 1'E 

VERY TYPICAL OF THE ATTITUDE OF lHE NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION REGARDING 

POOR PEOPLE AND PEOPLE ON SM\LL INC01'ES, 

fiR, Burz IS lHE � \'.HO ENGINEERED lHE RU5SIAN \'.HEAT DEAL, IN 

WiICH WE SOLD TO THE SoVIETS ABOUT ONE-FOURTH OF OUR WHEAT AT A VERY 

FAVORABLE PRICE AND l'.HICH BENEFITTED NOT lHE FAR1'ERS BUT lHE BIG GRAIN 

COf'IPANIES, 

IN lHIS INTERVIEW, MR, BUTZ WAS BRAGGING ABOUT THE FACT lHAT 

MRICANS PAY ONLY ABOUT 16 PER CENT OF lHEIR INCO1'E FOR FOOD, 

Bur, THE INTERVIEWER ASKED, HOrv CAN THAT FIGURE BE SO, WiEN 

POORER PEOPLE MUST PAY UP TO 25 PER CENT OR MORE FOR FOOD AND ARE EcTTING 

HURT MORE THAN PEOPLE YIHO ARE BETTER OFF? 

"Q.i, II REPLIED MR. Burz, 
11IT1 s ALWAYS BEEN THAT WAY' II 

Na,.i THERE IS A TYPICAL BIG BU5INESS, BE-KIND-TO-THE-RICH ATTITUDE 

THAT HAS PREVAILED IN NATICl'IAL OOVERN1'ENT FOR TOO LONG, 

Ir's ALWAYS BEEN THAT WAY, so LET lHE LITTLE /,w-J GET Ht.RT, LET 

THE MINORITIES BE TREATED AS MINORITIES, LET lHE LAW BE i"DRE EQUAL FOR S01'E 

THAN FOR OTHERS - IT'S ALWAYS BEEN THAT WAY, 
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YES, IT'S AlliAYS BEEN lliAT WAY AND lHERE IS NOTiiING IN lHE 

RECORD OF lHE REPlBLICAN PARTY lHAT 1'1AKES ME BELIEVE lHINGS WILL GET 

ANY BETTER AS LONG AS lHEY HAVE CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT, 

As I SAID EARLIER, I AM RLNNING ON W RECORD OF PUBLIC SERVICE, 

I BELIEVE IT IS A RECORD OF EFFICIENCY I 

A GROUP OF BUSINESS LEADERS 1\l-1O WERE ASKED BY A REPlBLICAN 

GOVERNOR TO STUDY lHE VARIOUS STATE DEPARTMENTS AND 1'1AKE RECOM>ENDATIONS 

FOR IMPROVING lHEIR OPERATIC1'1S MUST HAVE lHOLGIT SO ALSO, 

W-iEN lHEY Sl.BMITTED lHEIR REPORT, lHE JUSTICE DEPART/i:NT WAS 1HE 

ONE PLACE l\l-lERE lHEY MADE NO SU3GESTIONS lliAT CHANGES BE MADE, 

So I AM CONTENT TO RLN ON iHAT RECORD, 

AND SINCE I .AM Rl.NNING FOR A NATIONAL OFFICE, l FEEL THAT IT WOULD 

BE NEGLECTING lHE NATIONAL INTEREST NOT 10 Rl.N AGAINST lHE RECORD lHE OlHER 

PARTY HAS WRITTEN DURING lHE PAST SIX YEARS, 

THEY HAVE MISHANDLED TI-IE ECONOW AND LED US INTO A FINANCIAL 

CRISIS WiICH IS PERHAPS lHE WORST IN lHE NATION'·s HISTORY, 

THEY SOLD OUR l\l-lEAT TO lHE RUSSIANS AND lHEY REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE 

lliAT WE WERE HEADING FOR DISASTER IN lHE SHORTAGE OF PETROLEUM, I.AST 

WINTER lHEY PUT US IN lHE GASOLINE LINES AT TI-IE SERVICE STATION, 
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THEY HAVE CAUSED PEOPLE TO BECOM: CYNICAL .ABOUT lHE 

INTEGRilY OF THEIR ELECTED LEArERS AND THEY HAVE SEEN MJRE THAN lJO 

PERSONS \\HO WERE IN HIGH APPOINTIVE POSITIONS EITHER a-!ARGED OR 

CONVICTED IN THE COLNTRY' S WJRST POLITICAL SCANDAL, 

fuID THE PEOPLE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THAT lHE DISCREDITED 

A™INISTRATION WAS ELECTED ON A LAW AND ORDER PLATFORM, 

I SAY TO YOU WE HAVE GOT TO GET 11-IIS COLNTRY BACK ON THE 

RIGHT TRACK, AND THAT M:ANS RESTORING THE PEOPLE'S FAilH IN THEIR 

GOVERNl>'ENTAL LEADERSHIP, 

HISTORICALLY, \\HEN THINGS HAVE GOTTEN TO A CRUCIAL STAGE, THE 

f� PEOPLE HAVE TURNED TO THE IlEMJCRATIC PAR1Y FOR RESCLE, 
\.._ 

I BELIEVE THIS IS A DEMOCRATIC YEAR, 

I ASK Yorn SUPPORT, NOT ONLY FOR MYSELF, Bl.IT FOR THOSE THAT ARE 

RLNNING WITH l>'E ON THE IlEt-'OCRATIC TICKET, 

I DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT MA.NY OF THE GAINS THAT WERE MO.DE 

BY BLACK PEOPLE DURING THE KENNEDY AND JOHNSON ADMINISTRATIONS HAVE BEEN 

LOST SINCE THE REPUBLICANS GAINED CONTROL OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNl>'ENT, 

I WANT TO HELP RESTORE THOSE GAINS, 

I HOPE AND BELIEVE THAT YOU WILL JOIN WITH M: IN THIS EFFORT TO 

Pl.IT TH IS COLNTRY BACK TOGETHER AGAIN, 

### 


