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THE NEED FOR A MEDICAL SCHOOL AT EAST CAROLINA 

THANK YOU, DR, GOTTSCHALK AND MEMBERS OF THE 

LJNC FACULTY CLUB, FOR YOUR VERY COURTEOUS INVITATION 
(. EXTENDED SOME TWO MONTHS AGO TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY, No 

ONE COULD HAVE FORESEEN THAT THIS OPPORTUNITY WOULD BE 

SO TIMELY FOR A CANDID DISCUSSION OF A TOPIC THAT ONCE 

AGAIN IS RECEIVING THE FULL ATTENTION OF PEOPLE ALL ACROSS 

THE STATE AS WELL AS THE "POT SHOTS" OF ALMOST EVERY ONE 

OF THE LARGER NEWSPAPERS, 

THE TOPIC SUGGESTED FOR ME IS THE NEED FOR A 

MEDICAL SCHOOL AT EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY, THE QUESTION 

OF DEVELOPING A SECOND STATE-SUPPORTED MEDICAL SCHOOL HAS 

BEEN THE SUBJECT OF HEATED DEBATE FOR ALMOST TEN YEARS NOW, 

STUDY AFTER STUDY HAS BEEN CALLED FOR AND DONE, MosT 

PEOPLE FEEL THAT THE QUESTION WAS ANSWERED WHEN THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY TOOK THE REQUIRED INITIAL STEPS TO ESTABLISH A 



MEDICAL SCHOOL AT EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY, Bur JUST THREE 

DAYS FROM NOW A GROUP OF OUT-OF-STATE CONSULTANTS, EMPLOYED 

BY THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, WILL HOLD THEIR FIRST MEETING 

AND BEGIN YET ANOTHER STUDY, 

MEANWHILE THE PEOPLE OF NORTH CAROLINA CONTINUE 

TO SEARCH IN VAIN FOR MEDICAL HELP, EVEN IN OUR LARGER 

CITIES, WHERE PHYSICIAN-TO-POPULATION DATA APPEAR ON THE 

SURFACE TO BE ADEQUATE, PEOPLE CANNOT OBTAIN PRIMARY MEDICAL 

CARE, THIS IS EVIDENT IN THE FILES OF THE STATE MEDICAL 

' / SOCIETY IN THE FORM OF NUMEROUS LETTERS REQUESTING THE AID 
l , 

( 

OF THE SOCIETY'S LEADERSHIP IN LOCATING A DOCTOR, 

THERE IS INDEED A DOCUMENTED NEED FOR ANOTHER 

FOUR-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL IN NORTH CAROLINA, LET US REVIEW 

THESE FACTS, MANY OF WHICH ARE FOUND IN PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

SUCH AS THE REPORT OF THE MEDICAL STUDY COMMITTEE OF THE 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS OR APPLICATIONS FROM THE UNC SCHOOL OF 

MEDICINE TO VARIOUS FEDERAL AGENCIES FOR SPECIAL PROGRAM 

FUNDS, 

NORTH CAROLINA FOR SOME YEARS HAS RANKED 11TH 

OR 12TH IN POPULATION AMONG THE 50 STATES, lN TERMS OF 

EVERY COMMONLY USED INDEX OF HEALTH MEASUREMENT IT HAS 

RANKED NEAR THE BOTTOM OF THE 50 STATES, AND, IN SPITE 
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OF ALL OF THE STEPS TAKEN OVER THE PAST EIGHT OR TEN YEARS 

TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH CARE OF OUR PEOPLE, WE CONTINUE TO 

MERELY MAINTAIN OUR DISMAL BACKWARD POSITION, 

A RECENT REPORT, PREPARED BY THE SocIAL RESEARCH 

SECTION OF THE UNC DIVISION OF HEALTH AFFAIRS FOR THE NORTH 

CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, CLEARLY STATES THE 

PROBLEM AND PROVES THAT WE HAVE NOT EVEN REMOTELY APPROACHED 

A SOLUTION, FOR ANY IMPROVEMENT IN HEALTH CARE REQUIRES 

"MANY TYPES OF MEDICAL MANPOWER AND FACILITIES NECESSARY FOR 

THE GENERAL WELL-BEING OF THE POPULATION, " 

THE NATIONAL AVERAGE OF PHYSICIANS TO PEOPLE IS 

ONE DOCTOR PER 613 PEOPLE, lN NORTH CAROLINA WE HAVE ONLY 

ONE PHYSICIAN FOR EACH 970 CITIZENS, ON TOP OF THIS - CONSIDER 

THAT SIX WELL SUPPLIED METROPOLJTIAN CENTERS IN NORTH CAROLINA 

CONTAIN 43% OF ALL OUR PHYSICIANS, YET EVEN THOSE METROPOLITAN 

COUNTIES HAVE PROBLEMS AS NOTED IN A NEWS ARTICLE A FEW DAYS 

AGO WHICH DESCRIBED THE EFFORTS OF A NORTH MECKLENBURG 

COMMUNITY TO RAISE FUNDS TO ATTRACT PHYSICIANS TO ESTABLISH 

PRACTICE THERE, 

THE FACT THAT 87 OF OUR 100 COUNTIES ARE FAR 

BELOW THE STATE'S AVERAGE OF PEOPLE-TO-PHYSICIAN SHOULD BE 

OF GREAT CONCERN TO THE ENTIRE STATE, Bur OF EVEN GREATER 
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CONCERN IS THE FACT THAT 60 OF OUR 100 COUNTIES HAVE MORE 

PEOPLE PER DOCTOR TODAY THAN IN 1963: CAN WE HONESTLY 

CALL THIS PROGRESS? 

MosT OF us ARE AWARE THAT RURAL COUNTIES SUFFER 

GREATLY FROM AN EVER DECREASING AND AGEING NUMBER OF 

DOCTORS: 21% OF OUR ACTIVE RURAL DOCTORS ARE OVER 70 YEARS 

OLD, Bur HOW MANY OF us ARE AWARE THAT IN THE PAST TEN 

YEARS THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE PER FAMILY DOCTOR HAS INCREASED 

STARTLINGLY IN 82 COUNTIES, THAT MANY THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN 

DO NOT HAVE A PEDIATRICIAN IN THEIR COUNTY OR EVEN A 

NEIGHBORING COUNTY, AND THAT MANY WOMEN DO NOT HAVE AN 

OBSTETRICIAN-GYNECOLOGIST NEARBY, 

ACCORDING TO THIS REPORT PREPARED FOR THE DEPART­

MENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE ELDERLY PEOPLE OF OUR STATE, AND 

NOW OVER 10% OF OUR POPULATION IS OVER THE AGE OF 60, NEED 

THE CARE OF MANY TYPES OF MEDICAL SPECIALTIES TO SUPPLEMENT 

THE CARE RENDERED BY A FAMILY DOCTOR, , , IF A FAMILY DOCTOR 

COULD BE FOUND, THE SPECIALTIES MENTIONED AS PARTICULARLY 

RELEVANT TO MEDICAL PROBLEMS IN THE ELDERLY ARE OPHTHALMOLOGY, 

DERMATOLOGY, ORTHOPEDIC SURGEONS, AND OTOLARYNGOLOGY, THE 

REPORT STATES THAT THESE SPECIALTIES ARE EVEN MORE LACKING 

IN NUMBERS THAN PEDIATRICS AND OB-GYN, 
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IT IS OBVIOUS TO ALL THAT l'JORTH CAROLINA FOR 

YEARS HAS HAD TOO FEW PRACTICING DOCTORS, FIVE YEARS 

AGO THEN, C, REGIONAL MEDICAL PROGRAM PINPOINTED A VERY 

DISTURBING FACT WHEN IT REPORTED THAT BETWEEN 1957 AND 

1968 OUR STATE'S POPULATION INCREASED 12%, BUT THE PRO­

PORTION OF OUR DOCTORS ENGAGED IN PRIVATE PRACTICE DE­

CREASED BY 5%, 

WHAT HAS NORTH CAROLINA DONE TO SOLVE ITS MEDICAL 

MANPOWER PROBLEM? WE HAVE DONE STUDY AFTER ENDLESS STUDY! 

TIME AND AGAIN REPORTS HAVE BEEN ISSUED THAT CONTINUE TO 

DOCUMENT THE FACT THAT WE ARE STANDING STILL OR EVEN 

FALLING FURTHER BEHIND THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE WHILE THE 

HEADS OF OUR THREE FOUR-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND THE 

SPOKESMAN FOR THE STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY WOULD HAVE YOU 

BELIEVE WE ARE FORGING RAPIDLY AHEAD, 

TEN YEARS AGO THE THREE MEDICAL SCHOOLS ADMITTED 

115 NORTH CAROLINIANS TO THEIR FIRST-YEAR CLASSES! THIS 

WAS 55% OF THEIR TOTAL COMBINED FIRST-YEAR ENROLLMENT, 

THIS YEAR, A DECADE LATER AND AFTER ALL OF THE HUE AND 

CRY OVER THE CRITICAL NEED FOR MORE DOCTORS, THEY ADMITTED 

175 NORTH CAROLINIANS - STILL ONLY 55% OF THEIR COMBINED 

FIRST-YEAR ENROLLMENT, 
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DURING THE MEETINGS OF THE MEDICAL STUDY 

COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS A FEW MONTHS AGO, 

THE TWO PRIVATE MEDICAL SCHOOLS WERE REQUESTED TO PROJECT 

THEIR WILLINGNESS TO MAKE MORE PLACES AVAILABLE FOR NORTH 

CAROLINA STUDENTS, BOWMAN GRAY GRACIOUSLY CONSENTED TO 

ADM! T _l MORE AND DUKE 2. MORE BEGINNING IN 1976; COUPL.ED 

WITH THIS GENEROUS (?) COMMITMENT ON THEIR PART IS A 

REQUEST FOR THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO DOUBLE 

THE STATE'S FUNDS, FROM $3,QQQ TO $6,QQQ, PAID TO THESE 

SCHOOLS FOR EACH NORTH CAROLINIAN ENROLLED, 

IF I HAD KNOWN BACK IN 1967 THAT THIS WOULD BE 

THE UNCARING ATTITUDE OF THESE TWO PRIVATE MEDICAL SCHOOLS, 

I WOULD NEVER HAVE BROACHED THE IDEA THAT THE STATE SHOULD 

ASSIST THEM, EVEN MORE INDICATIVE OF THEIR UNRESPONSIBLE 

OUTLOOK IS THE FACT THAT ONE DEAN TOLD THE BOARD'S 

COMMITTEE THAT ALL QUALIFIED NORTH CAROLINA STUDENTS ARE. 

BEING ACCEPTED INTO THE THREE FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS, 

I WONDER WHERE HE HAS BEEN THESE PAST FEW YEARS 

WHEN THE NUMBER OF NORTH CAROLINIANS APPLYING FOR ADMISSION 

TO MEDICAL SCHOOL HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED WHILE THE NUMBER 

OF AVAILABLE PLACES HAS ONLY SLOWLY GONE UP, PERHAPS HE 

( IS SO INACCESSIBLE THAT PARENTS OF STUDENTS WHO HAVE "B" 

OR BETTER COLLEGE GRADES AND ABOVE-AVERAGE MCAT SCORES 
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CANNOT PLEAD WITH HIM FOR HELP, 

THIS IS ONLY ONE SMALL EXAMPLE OF UNPUBLISHED 

VIEWPOINTS AMONG OUR PRESENT MEDICAL SCHOOL LEADERS THAT 

f FIND INCREDIBLE: YET, TIME AND AGAIN RESPONSIBLE STATE 

AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS HAVE ACCEPTED THEIR OPINIONS WITHOUT 

QUESTION WHENEVER THE SUBJECT OF ANOTHER MEDICAL SCHOOL 

IS DISCUSSED, 

ANOTHER OF OUR MEDICAL EDUCATION LEADERS SEEMS 

TO BE UNABLE TO MAKE UP HIS MIND ON THE QUESTION OF ANOTHER 

MEDICAL SCHOOL, SEVERAL YEARS AGO IN RESPONSE TO AN INQUIRY 

HE REPLIED THAT A TWO-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL AT EAST CAROLINA 

WAS A VERY APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT, ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO 

HE SPOKE TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICAN MEDICAL COLLEGES AND CALLED FOR A VAST INCREASE 

IN THE NUMBER OF MEDICAL STUDENTS TO BE EDUCATED, , ,ALMOST 

TWICE AS MANY AS ARE ADMITTED NATIONALLY TODAY, THEN HE 

TESTIFIED BEFORE A CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE IN WASHINGTON 

THAT THE RATIONAL SOLUTION TO THE DOCTOR SHORTAGE IN 

REGIONS SIMILAR TO EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA WAS TO LOCATE 

NEW MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN THESE REGIONS, 
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How DOES HE RECONCILE THAT THINKING, VOICED 

OUT OF THE STATE, WITH HIS IN-STATE COMMENTS CALLING 

NOT ONLY FOR NO NEW SCHOOLS BUT, ALSO, STATING THAT THE 

PRESENT ENTERING ENROLLMENT OF THE THREE FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS 

WILL MEET NORTH CAROLINA'S NEEDS! 

WE CANNOT CONFINE OUR CRITICAL THINKING TO JUST 

THE TWO PRIVATE MEDICAL SCHOOLS; THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

HERE IN CHAPEL HILL MAY FEEL SLIGHTED IF WE DO NOT CONSIDER 

ITS ROLE THESE PAST FEW YEARS, 

IF EAST CAROLINA NEVER DEVELOPS A DEGREE-GRANTING 

MEDICAL SCHOOL, IT STILL HAS PROVIDED A GREAT SERVICE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF NORTH CAROLINA, FoR SINCE 1965, WHEN THE 

MEDICAL SCHOOL HERE REALIZED THAT IT COULD NO LONGER SIT 

QUIETLY AND UNCONCERNED WITH THE GROWING DEMAND FOR MEDICAL 

MANPOWER, LIFE HAS BEEN EXTREMELY BUSY FOR YOUR MEDICAL 

DEAN AND HIS FACULTY, ENTERING CLASS ENROLLMENT HAS 

INCREASED 53%,, ,FROM 72 PER CLASS TO 110, FACILITIES 

HAVE MUSHROOMED; STATE AND FEDERAL DOLLARS HAVE POURED IN, 

AND EACH TIME EAST CAROLINA HAS REQUESTED APPROVAL AND 

FUNDING TO BEGIN ITS SCHOOL, THE CHAPEL HILL MEDICAL 

SCHOOL HAS RECEIVED ANOTHER HUGE CHUNK OF THE STATE'S 
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BUDGET, THOSE OF US ASSOCIATED WITH ECU HAVE BECOME YOUR 

MOST VALUABLE PATRON, 

THE MOST RECENT EXAMPLE OF THIS RATHER UNIQUE 

APPROACH TO EXPANSION OF THIS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE OCCURRED 

THIS YEAR, EAST CAROLINA REQUESTED $1,l MILLION FOR THE 

1973-75 BIENNIUM TO ADD THE SECOND YEAR TO ITS MEDICAL 

SCHOOL, THIS REQUEST WAS NOT APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF 

GOVERNORS, INSTEAD THEY RECOMMENDED THAT THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATE $12,32 MILLION FOR A NEW MEDICAL 

SCHOOL BUILDING IN CHAPEL HILL, $9 MILLION TO EXPAND N, C, 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, AND $1,28 MILLION FOR DUKE AND BOWMAN 

GRAY IN THE VAIN HOPE THAT MORE NORTH CAROLINIANS COULD 

BE ACCEPTED THERE - A TOTAL OF $22,6 MILLION, THIS SEEMS 

A BIT UNREAL AND ILLOGICAL TO ME BUT PERHAPS MY THINKING 

IS PECULIAR, 

FouR YEARS AGO A STUDY COMMITTEE OF STATE 

LEGISLATORS SPENT COUNTLESS HOURS EVALUATING THE SHORTAGE 

OF DOCTORS IN OUR RURAL AREAS, IT PROPOSED, AND THE CHAPEL 

HILL MEDICAL SCHOOL SEEMED TO AGREE, THAT ONE WAY TO ATTACK 

THE PROBLEM WAS TO ESTABLISH MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

WITH COMMUNITY HOSPITALS IN THE RURAL AREAS, THEN 

MEDICAL STUDENTS, INTERNS, AND RESIDENTS WOULD RECEIVE 
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A PART OF THEIR CLINICAL TRAINING IN THESE HOSPITALS; 

PERHAPS SOME COULD EVEN BE RECRUITED TO PRACTICE THERE, 

FUNDS WERE APPROPRIATED, 

Two YEARS AGO THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

REITERATED THIS SAME PROPOSAL AND EVEN SPECIFIED THE 

COMMUNITIES TO BE INVOLVED, MORE FUNDS WERE APPROPRIATED 

BY THE GENERAL AssEMBLY, Bur SINCE THE UNC ScHOOL oF 

MEDICINE MAY HAVE USED THE PREVIOUS FUNDS TO HELP FINANCE 

AFFILIATIONS IN THE "RURAL" COMMUNITIES OF CHARLOTTE, 

GREENSBORO AND RALEIGH, THE 1971 AcT REQUIRED THE APPROVAL 

OF THE ADVISORY BUDGET COMMISSION BEFORE ANY DOLLARS COULD 

BE SPENT, 

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE FIRST REQUEST RECEIVED BY 

THE BUDGET COMMISSION FROM THE UNC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE TO 

ESTABLISH A TEACHING PROGRAM IN A RURAL COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 

WAS A REQUEST TO INSTALL A COBALT UNIT - A TREMENDOUSLY 

EXPENSIVE X-RAY TREATMENT APPARATUS - IN THE NEW HOSPITAL 

IN ROCKY MOUNT: WISELY, I THINK, THE BUDGET COMMISSION 

DID NOT APPROVE THAT REQUEST, 

THERE ARE MANY OTHER EXAMPLES WE COULD REVIEW 

THAT DOCUMENT THE LACK OF CONCERN, INDEED THE LACK OF 
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RESPONSIBILITY, WHICH THE STATE-SUPPORTED MEDICAL SCHOOL 

APPEARS TO SHOW FOR THE BASIC MEDICAL NEEDS SO RAMPANT 

THROUGHOUT NORTH CAROLINA, Bur I HASTEN TO ADD THAT THE 

BLAME FOR THIS SITUATION IS NOT TO BE PLACED TOTALLY AT 

THEIR DOORSTEP, 

MANY MEDICAL SCHOOLS ACROSS THE COUNTRY FOLLOWED 

THE SAME DIRECTION THAT LJNC TOOK DURING THE 11GOLDEN ERA11 

OF THE FIFTIES AND SIXTIES, FEDERAL DOLLARS POURED FORTH 

IN EVER INCREASING AMOUNTS, BUT NOT TO SUPPORT MEDICAL 

C EDUCATION DIRECTLY, INSTEAD THESE DOLLARS WERE EARMARKED 

FOR RESEARCH, BOTH BASIC AND CLINICAL RESEARCH, RESEARCH 

PROGRAMS MUSHROOMED, FLOURISHED, AND REQUIRED MANPOWER, 

WHO CAN FAIL TO UNDERSTAND THEN THAT ALL BUT A VERY FEW 

MEDICAL SCHOOLS FOCUSED THEIR ENERGIES AND ATTENTION 

WITHIN THEIR WALLS WHILE OUTSIDE IN THE COMMUNITIES PEOPLE 

BEGAN TO MURMUR, ONLY QUIETLY AT FIRST, THAT DOCTORS WERE 

HARD TO FIND, 

WITH THE ADVENT OF MEDICARE, MEDICAID, MORE 

AFFLUENCE, AND MORE PUBLICITY ABOUT THE MIRACLES ACCOMPLISHED 

IN MODERN MEDICINE THESE MURMURS HAVE GROWN NOW TO AN 
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EAR-SHATTERING DIN FOR MORE PRACTICING DOCTORS ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY AND EVEN ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA, 

CAN ONE STATE-SUPPORTED MEDICAL SCHOOL JOINED 

BY TWO PRIVATE SCHOOLS, WHO HAVE SET A PERCENTAGE QUOTA 

ON THE NUMBER OF NORTH CAROLINA RESIDENTS ADMITTED, MEET 

OUR NEEDS? I THINK NOT, 

CAN THE UNC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE EXPAND TO CLASS 

SIZES OF AT LEAST 250 STUDENTS PER CLASS OVER THE NEXT 

FIVE OR SIX YEARS IN ORDER TO EVEN BEGIN TO SOLVE NORTH 

CAROLINA'S SHORTAGE? I DO NOT BELIEVE SO, APPARENTLY 

THE DEAN HERE AGREES WITH ME, AN ARTICLE IN A RECENT 

ISSUE OF THE LJNC ALUMNI NEWS QUOTES HIM AS BEING VERY 

CONCERNED THAT THE NUMBERS OF MEDICAL STUDENTS NEEDED 

HAVE PREOCCUPIED EVERYONE TO THE POINT THAT THE QUALITY 

OF MEDICAL EDUCATION WILL SURELY SUFFER, 

YET, AS THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF 6oVERNORS 

STATES, "THERE IS AN URGENT NEED TO INCREASE THE NUMBER 

OF PHYSICIANS TRAINED IN NORTH CAROLINA, WITH SPECIAL 

EMPHASIS ON THE TRAINING OF THOSE WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF 

THE STATE, " 
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THE NEED FOR A SECOND STATE-SUPPORTED FOUR-YEAR 

MED I CAL SCHOOL IS DOCUMENTED, WHY SHOULD IT BE A.T EAST 

CAROLINA UNIVERSITY? 

THE ANSWER IS SO SIMPLE AND OBVIOUS THAT I 

CONTINUE TO BE AMAZED WHEN ANYONE RAISES THE QUESTION, 

WHAT OTHER INSTITUTION HAS REPEATEDLY MOVED TO 

DEVELOP A MEDICAL SCHOOL? WHO ELSE HAS CONTINUALLY PUSHED 

FOR EXPANDED OPPORTUNITIES IN MEDICAL EDUCATION FOR NORTH 

CAROLINA STUDENTS? AND WHO ELSE HAS BEEN THE TARGET FOR 

ALL OF THE BARBS IN THE METROPOLITAN NEWSPAPERS SINCE 

1964, BUT MORE RECENTLY HAS RECEIVED THE PRAISE AND 

SUPPORT OF COUNTLESS PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR THE 

EFFORTS IT HAS MADE? 

EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY IS THE ONLY INSTITUTION 

AUTHORIZED TO DEVELOP A MEDICAL SCHOOL, EVEN NOW THAT 

AUTHORIZATION STILL EXISTS IN THE GENERAL STATUTES; IT 

WAS NOT DELETED WHEN THE 1971 SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY CREATED THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AS THE 

AUTHORITY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION IN NORTH CAROLINA, AND, 

LEGALLY, THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AT EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 

HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST DIRECT FUNDING BY THE 1973 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO IMPLEMENT ITS SECOND-YEAR PROGRAM, 
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WE CHOSE INSTEAD TO REQUEST THIS NEXT STEP IN 

OUR DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, WE TOOK 

PRESIDENT FRIDAY QUITE SERIOUSLY WHEN HE ASSURED US THAT 

WE WOULD RECEIVE FAIR AND OBJECTIVE TREATMENT FROM HIS 

OFFICE AND FROM THE BOARD, 

LET'S LOOK AT WHAT HAPPENED, 

No SOONER HAD THE APPOINTED STUDY COMMITTEE OF 

THE BOARD WADED INTO ITS TASK THAN ONE BOARD MEMBER STATED 

TO A REPORTER THAT EAST CAROLINA WAS NOT QUALIFIED TO 

DEVELOP AND OPERATE A MEDICAL SCHOOL; ITS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

WERE WEAK AND INADEQUATE AND ITS FACULTY WAS POORLY EDUCATED 

AND TRAINED, 

THEN LOOK AT THE REPORT PRESENTED BY THE MEDICAL 

STUDY COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, READ IT WHILE 

REMEMBERING THAT THE COMMITTEE WAS CHARGED TO STUDY THE 

EAST CAROLINA BUDGET REQUEST TO EXPAND TO A TWO-YEAR 

MEDICAL SCHOOL, PAGE AFTER PAGE OF THE REPORT SPEAKS TO 

THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS IN HEALTH CARE ACROSS THE STATE AND 

WHAT STEPS THE LINC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE SUPPOSEDLY UNDERTOOK 

TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS, LOOK AT THE TWO TABLES IN THE 

APPENDIX TO THE REPORT, BUT DO NOT LOOK CASUALLY AS MOST 

DO, THEY ARE CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE CASUAL READER TO 
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BE IMPRESSED WITH THE GREAT STRIDES IN EXPANSION MADE BY 

THE DUKE, BOWMAN GRAY AND UNC MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND THE 

EVEN GREATER STRIDES TO BE TAKEN OVER THE NEXT SEVEN YEARS, 

HOWEVER, IF YOU STUDY THESE TABLES, YOU WILL NOTE THAT 

THESE THREE MEDICAL SCHOOLS WILL BEGIN TO GRADUATE ONLY 

"3J... MORE NORTH CAROLINA DOCTORS IN 19..80_ THAN THEY ARE NOW 

COMMITTED TO PRODUCE, DUKE WILL GRADUATE 2 MORE, BOWMAN 

GRAY, l MORE, AND UNC, 2l MORE, BUT ONLY IF THE TAXPAYERS 

COME UP WITH 22,6 MILLION ADDITIONAL DOLLARS, 

THIS REPORT, HOWEVER, DOES CONTAIN A GREAT DEAL 

OF OBJECTIVE AND FACTUAL INFORMATION, MUCH OF THE PHYSICIAN 

MANPOWER DATA THAT! USED EARLIER IS TAKEN FROM IT, AND, 

PERHAPS FORTUITOUSLY, THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

CLEARLY POINTS OUT THAT THE COSTS FOR DEVELOPING AND 

OPERATING A FOUR-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL ARE NO WHERE NEAR THE 

$100 MILLION FIGURE SO IRRESPONSIBLY TOSSED ABOUT THESE 

PAST FEW YEARS, 

As A MATTER OF FACT, IF YOU EXAMINE THE ESTIMATED 

COSTS FOR DEVELOPING A NEW FOUR-YEAR SCHOOL AS COMPARED 

TO THE VARIOUS LJNC BUDGET REQUESTS TO EXPAND ITS PRESENT 

FACILITIES, YOU WILL DISCOVER THAT THE NEW SCHOOL COSTS 

ARE CHEAPER AND THAT BY NO LATER THAN 1980 IT COULD BEGIN 
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PRODUCING AT LEAST TWICE THE NUMBER OF NORTH CAROLINA 

GRADUATES PROPOSED BY THE LJNC EXPANSION, 

THE CALL FOR A STUDY TO EVALUATE THE NEED FOR 

A NEW FOUR-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL IS SIMPLY NOT IN KEEPING 

WITH THE CONTENT AND CONTEXT OF THIS REPORT, THE REPORT 

ITSELF IS THE COMPREHENSIVE STUDY WHICH VERY CLEARLY 

DOCUMENTS THE NEED, 

SINCE THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS APPROVED THE REPORT 

ALMOST THREE MONTHS AGO, THE MEDICAL STUDY COMMITTEE HAS 

SELECTED THE CONSULTANTS TO UNDERTAKE THE PROPOSED STUDY, 

THE FIVE MEN CHOSEN ARE ALL ACADEMIC MEDICAL EDUCATORS 

AND ADMINISTRATORS, HERE NORTH CAROLINA IS PLOWING NEW 

GROUND, EVERY OTHER STATE THAT HAS USED CONSULTANTS 

SUCH AS THESE HAS USED THEM TO ADVISE THE STATE H.Qli TO 

DEVELOP NEW MEDICAL SCHOOLS, NOT TO DECIDE lE A NEW 

SCHOOL IS NEEDED, 

ONE ADDITIONAL POINT SHOULD BE KEPT IN MIND AS 

WE LOOK AT THE MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONSULTANT GROUP WHICH 

BEGINS ITS WORK ON APRIL 13, Two ARE FROM NEW YORK AND 
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ONE IS FROM A NEIGHBORING STATE MEDICAL SCHOOL THAT HAS 

FOUGHT SUCCESSFULLY ANY ATTEMPT BY A DEVELOPING NEW SCHOOL 

IN THE SAME STATE TO OBTAIN ANY STATE SUPPORT, 

I SUGGEST THAT THE FACTS I HAVE GIVEN YOU ARE 

MORE THAN SUFFICIENT TO PROVE THAT EAST CAROLINA HAS NOT 

RECEIVED AND CANNOT RECEIVE FAIR, OPEN, AND OBJECTIVE 

TREATMENT BY THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND ITS SENIOR STAFF, 

AND IF THIS IS NOT ENOUGH, CONSIDER THE FACT THAT NOT ONLY 

IS THIS CONSULTANT GROUP TO ADVISE THE BOARD lE IT SHOULD 

( RECOMMEND DEVELOPMENT OF A FOUR-YEAR MEDICAL SCHOOL BUT, 

ALSO, IN RECENT WEEKS NEWS ARTICLES QUOTE PRESIDENT FRIDAY 

AND CHAIRMAN DEES AS EXPECTING THE CONSULTANTS TO ADVISE 

WHERE THE SCHOOL MAY BE LOCATED, 

FAYETTEVILLE AND CHARLOTTE WERE MENTIONED IN 

THESE ARTICLES, AND, ALMOST AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT, GREENVILLE 

IS REMEMBERED, THIS KIND OF MANEUVERING JS IRRESPONSIBLE 

IN MY OPINION, THERE IS NOW A MEDICAL SCHOOL IN GREENVILLE, 

CREATED BY THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY WITH PLENTY OF BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS, How A 

FEW MEMBERS AND THE STAFF OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS CAN 

CONVENIENTLY IGNORE THIS FACT DEFIES BELIEF, 
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THE ONLY TIME FAYETTEVILLE HAS SURFACED IN THIS 

ISSUE THESE PAST TEN YEARS WAS SHORTLY AFTER THE BOARD'S 

REPORT WAS RELEASED WHEN A FAYETTEVILLE NEWSPAPER SUGGESTED 

THAT THAT CITY BE CONSIDERED, CHARLOTTE WAS INTERESTED IN 

1964, BUT IN 1971 AND AGAIN A FEW WEEKS AGO THE HEAD OF 

THE MECKLENBURG COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY RENOUNCED ANY IDEA 

OF DEVELOPING A MEDICAL SCHOOL IN CHARLOTTE, 

DURING MY FEW MINUTES WITH YOU l HAVE OPENLY 

PRESENTED THE FACTS AS l KNOW THEM, I BELIEVE THAT IS WHY 
( YOU INVITED ME TO BE WITH YOU, EAST CAROLINA HAS ADVANCED 

ITS CONCEPT OF A SOLUTION TO ONE OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS 

IN NORTH CAROLINA THROUGH ALMOST NINE YEARS OF PERSISTENT 

PUSHING, PULLING AND PRODDING OF THE DECISION-MAKERS IN 

THE STATE, ONCE AGAIN WE CALL UPON THOSE DECISION-MAKERS 

TO HEED THE PEOPLE ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA, 

WITHOUT AN ADVOCATE IN THE ORGANIZED MEDICINE 

ESTABLISHMENT, THE MEDICAL EDUCATION ESTABLISHMENT OR THE 

MEDICAL RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT, WHAT IS TO BE THE FATE OF 

THE PUBLIC? THEY WILL NOT BE SATISFIED WITH PATCHWORK 

APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEM: THEY WILL NOT SWALLOW THE 

"MORE OF THE SAME" OLD SOLUTIONS THAT FAIL TO MEASURE 

( UP TO THE PUBLIC NEED, 
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THE PROBLEM OF MEETING THE MEDICAL MANPOWER 

NEEDS OF OUR STATE SHOULD BE OF AS GREAT CONCERN TO YOU, 

THE FACULTY OF THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY, AS IT IS TO THE 

PEOPLE ALL ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA; l WOULD HOPE THAT YOU 

JOIN WITH ME IN CALLING FOR RESPONSIBLE ACTION, 
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