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Forthemajorityofmylife,llivedwith

two different faces accompanied
by murmurs of gossip all while | hid
behind a well-kept smile. | have felt
apprehensive making friends on
many occasions,especially females,
because | anticipated or felt there
would be an assumption | wanted
more. Now being openly lesbian, |
find myself consistently challenged
and rewarded more than ever as |
celebrate me: choosing to embrace
my true self, to appreciate genuine
friendships, and to finally open up
to my authentic lifestyle through a
valued journey no one could begin

to replicate.
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