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Course evaluations
distributed this week

Maura Buck
STAFF WRITER

. Student surveys will be distributed this week in class-
rooms to evaluate the educational experience of stu-
dents at the university. These surveys consist of both a
multiple-choice section and a short answer section that
attempt to judge students’ perceptions of their profes-
SOrS.
. The surveys are used for faculty self-development
and administrative review, in addition to playing im-
portant roles in matters of promotion, tenure and sal-
ary decisions.
. Debra Anderson, professor of foreign language and
literature, suggests that students take the time to com-
plete the survey,

“If for no other reason, students should complete
the survey to voice their opinions about an important
aspect of their university experience,” Anderson said.

Throughout the week, professors will be handing
out the optional surveys and then leave their classrooms
to create a non-threatening environment to encour-
age completion of the forms.

“It's much more appealing if you know that what

rO

you are saying will not be counted against you, espe-
cially during finals,” said freshman Lisa Stoltenberg.

In some classes, the surveys will be distributed
online,

Eugene Ryan, a philosophy professor, is distribut-
ing his survey forms online in two of his classes. He
feels that by using the online survey, “sloppiness” in
collection can be eliminated.

“The mechanics of the surveys using paper forms
leaves a lot to be desired,” Ryan said. “The data floats
around in sealed and unsealed envelopes, from one
hand to another, with no one supervising the process
until it finally comes to rest in the office that compiles
the data. It is frightening to think that such question-
able data would ever be used to make personal deci-
sions that would impact the whole professional life of
a faculty member.”

According to Moriah Hampton, a graduate assistant
professor in the English department, the questions
cover basic principles concerning the helpfulness of the
teacher, as well as the class structure, teaching style
and the selection of textbooks. She also feels the stu-
dent-teacher relationship should not be one-sided. She
believes that students should be able to critique their
learning experience.

However, Hampton stated that it would be more
useful to base the questions around her personal needs
rather than simply generalizing.

“If students don’t like my choice of textbook, I need

-‘. : | W ._ Wi
to know specifically what about the textbook wasn't

useful, so I can order accordingly next semester,” Hamp-
ton said. : '

Some professors believe students do not take ad-
vantage of the free-response portion of the survey.

“Many students answer only the multiple-choice
answers, but the written-in ones are probably most
helpful,” said Charles Garrison, professor of sociology.

Although sophommore Darius Chisholm fills out both
sections of the evaluation, he feels that, in some ways,
it is a waste of time.

“They ask for your opinion and then as far as I can
see, they don’t use it,” Chisholm said.

Freshman Brad Winston thinks it is a good idea to
participate.

“If the students are being honest, I think that it’s a
great way to express their feelings,” he said. “If a cer-
tain professor is flunking three-fourths of a class, the
students can at least provide paper documentation of
the problem.”

“It is a much easier way to voice your opinion in-
stead of going to a dean to talk about it,” said fresh-
man Katie Evans. “It's anonymous and the professors
don’t have any way of tracking you down.”

This writer can be contacted at
mbuck@studentmedia.ecu.edu.
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oGA NOTES

- SGA President Cliff Webster an-
nounced that SGA is looking into
getting T-shirts for the spring. They
will cost $6 and will be available to
representatives.

According to Webster, the
monthly Association of Student
Governments meeting will be held
this weekend.

Chris Loney, employee of ECU
Marketing, discussed the Mobile
Alabama Bowl which will take place
Dec. 22.

__Loney said that bowl tickets will
g0 on sale Dec. 9 at the ticket office
from 9-4 p.m. for $45 which in-
cludes the game and pre-game
Mardi Gras party on Dec. 21. Local
holels are offering discounts for the
football game.

¢ ~Webster congratulated SGA on
last week’s student fees meeting.

« -Representative Michael Orr an-
holinced that the SGA supports
O0K Honors Society’s flood relief
pr@gram “T’s and Tales”, which is
W

supplying Pattillo Elementary
School with T-shirts and books.

Webster announced that the
SGA is sending four delegates to the
African-American Conference held
in Mississippi, which ECU attended
last year.

SGA granted the delegates
$1,500 for travel expenses.

According to Na’'im Akbar,
member of the culture sensitivity
program, ECU has been asked to
share their ideas on diversity to
national colleges. Race relations
and cultural sensitivity will be dis-
cussed.

Justin Mullarkey, Art Gordon,
Lauren Selim and Kesley Simpson
were screened into the SGA.

SGA Secretary Jessica Dowdy
announced that the SGA holiday
party will be held Wednesday at
9:30 p.m. at BW-3’s.

Webster said that Monday will
be the last meeting for the semes-

WTO conterence presses on des

SEATTLE (AP)—Stunned by vio-
lent street protests resulting in scores
of arrests, delegates to a 135-nation
trade gathering insisted they would
push ahead today with efforts to
launch a new round of talks. Presi-
dent Clinton pledged to work for a
“broader consensus” to meet the
protesters’ concerns.

After touring a state-of-the-art
port facility for processing Washing-
ton state apples, Clinton told an
audience of farmers that he wel-
comed the thousands of protesters
who had come to Seattle to peace-
fully voice their concerns about how
the World Trade Organization oper-
ates.

“For those who came here to
break windows or hurt small busi-
nesses or stop people from going to
meetings ... I condemn them,”

Clinton said.

Clinton gave a strong defense of
the objectives of the WTO meetings

this week to launch a new round of
global trade negotiations.

He said that tearing down glo-
bal trade barriers erected against
American farm products, manufac-
tured goods and service companies
would make sure that the U.S.
economy remained strong and pros-
perous in the 21st century.

“We have to continue to open
markets ... but we can’t do any of
that unless there is a broader con-
sensus on trade,” Clinton said.

Clinton’s motorcade to the Se-
attle port traveled through a trashed
downtown where officials were
stepping up arrests of protesters to
regain control of the streets after
imposing an overnight curfew.

Washington Gov. Gary Locke
ordered as many as 200 members of
the National Guard and 300 state
troopers to the city, where they will
serve as backup to police who
battled rampaging protesters with
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tear gas and pepper spray Tuesday.

Today, city officials declared a
no-protest zone for nearly all of the
city’s downtown core, about 50 city
blocks, acknowledging they were
caught unaware by the magnitude
of the disturbance.

“Clearly, in hindsight, the ap-
proach we used yesterday did not
work and we're going to have to
take a different approach today,”
said Assistant Police Chief Ed Joiner
in a news conference.

Police, who arrested 68 people
Tuesday, moved in swiftly this
morning to break up pockets of
demonstrators and arrested about
250 of them, bringing in transit
buses to take them away. Most of
the protesters were nonviolent, go-
ing limp as police tried to pick them
up.

“This conference will be a suc-
cess. The issues are far too impor-
tant to be ignored,” said Mike

assignment. Inherit the
brain dead. Have a meet-
ing. Lose the notes. Open
a vein. Sound familiar? Try X:Drive. The world’s first
free Internet hard drive on the desktop. It delivers any-
where, anytime access from any Web ready computer.

ou know the drill:
Go to class. Get the

Wouldn't it be easier if everyone had access to the
same files, notes, and timetables—no matter where
they are on campus? No more running around, missed
meetings, or jive excuses. And whenever someone
adds to a file, you can track the updates on the Web.

Plus X:Drive gives you 25 megs of space free
(that’s about the same as the 17 virus-infected floppies
you won’t have to schlep around anymore.) Which
means you'll have plenty of room to stash all your per-
sonal stuff. MP3s, video, groovy pics. The works.
(Relax. Private files are password-protected, even if
you're mooching off your roommate’s computer.)

Wanna get the most out of your group? Wanna
get the best grade? Get www.xdrive.com. It’s the
best freebie on the Web.
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Moore, director general of the World
Trade Organization.

Police chief Norm Stamper told
a news conference: “The downtown
area needs to be and will in fact be
made safe today for everyone.”

“I think we’ve secured the
town,” said Mayor Paul Schell, in-
terviewed on NBC'’s “Today.”

“[Guard troops] will be used pri-
marily for backup,” Schell said.
“They are not armed. I don’t want
armed personnel in the streets. |
think that might even be more pro-
vocative.”

WTO delegates long had ex-
pected protests, but nothing like the
storm that hit Seattle when at least
40,000 activists took to the streets
on the day the conference was to
open. Some 35,000 protesters con-
fronted police, with a handful
launching an assault on the down-
town business area.

[ IMusic MP3s
(JHistory Study Group

[IResume
(JPnhotos

YOUR FREE

INTERNET HARD DRIVE




