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Vacation 
Hey, Let’s Be Careful Out There! 

Item number one: immediately 
following Friday’s last exam, no 
student is to touch, look at, or 
otherwise come in contact with 
anything remotely resembling 
school work; nor should students 
become uptight at the thought of 
doing so on Aug. 25. 

This is the first rule to remember 
when embarking on that brief 
period of near zero brain activity 
called vacation. 

It is a documented fact that dur- 
ing this period any type of brain ac- 
tivity above that of the average 
sunbather/party-goer causes 
hemorhoids in laboratory animals. 
We wouldn’t want that now, would 
we? 

Item number two: It is important 
to acquire your weekly, if not daily, 
dose of ultraviolet rays. To go 
without is a mortal sin for hard core 
vacationers and a sure sign that you 
spent your time working or, God 
forbid, reading romance novels. 
We shudder at the thought. 

Moreover, lightly browning your 
skin does tend to lend some 
credibility to your tall tales of that 
wild and crazy time at the beach. 
That is, if the tales need bolstering 
at all. Some of us find truth 
stranger than fiction. 

Item number three: If a party, or 
some other form of ‘good time’? is 
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History Proves The Polygraph Is Ineffective 
By STEPHEN R. DUJACK 

The New Republic 

encountered, it is your duty as a 
student of ECU to join in. 

Not to do so could mean being 
ostracized by your classmates, 
should word get out. What’s worse, 
it could mean — dare we say it —a 
dull vacation. 

Item number four: Alcohol, or 
the consumption thereof. This per- 
tains moreso to those unfortunate 
students ages 19 and 20. The East 
Carolinian would like to extend its 
deepest sympathies to those 
students hardest hit by the change 
in the drinking age. 

We would also like you to 
remember this: there are more im- 
portant things in life than alcohol 
— like pursuing members of the op- 
posite sex! 

Item number five: Overdoingit. 
Yes, that dreaded disease we all 
seem to catch in one form or 
another. Whether it be the bedspins 
or a night in the pokey, we have all 
experienced this affliction at one 
time in our lives. Let’s say we leave 
the instant super slowmo replay to 
NBC sports, shall we? 

Alright, we’ve had our say. 
We’ve made our point. Now it’s 
time you people showed the world 
we know how to relax and have a 
good time. But remember, be 
careful out there. 
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Tutu Says West Can Go To Hell 
We are engaged in reliving the Viet- 

nam experience. Whatever Mr. Reagan 
does, it is not enough. Whatever Mr 
Botha does, it will not prove to be 
enough. The militants in South Africa 

will settle at this point for nothing less 
than The Federalist Papers, the Con- 
stitution, the Bill of Rights, the Eman 

cipation Proclamation, Brown vs. the 

Board of Education, the civil rights acts 

of 1964 and 1965, and the latest affir- 
mative action decision of the Supreme 

Court. Otherwise? 

The West can go to hell 

On The Right 

By WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

Or to quote Bishop Tutu more exact- 
ly, ‘(President Reagan) is the pits as far 
as blacks are concerned. ... He sits there 
like the great, big white chief of old,” 

and ‘‘I am so angry I found it quite 
Nauseating. I think the West, for my 
Part, can go to hell.”’ 

That was after a speech in which the 
president of the United states four 
separate times condemned apartheid, 
condemned the emergency laws pro- 
mulgated by South African President 
P.W. Botha, asked for a timetable for 
the elimination of apartheid laws, called 
for the release of political prisoners, for 
the release of Nelson Mandela, and for 
‘“‘unbanning’’ black political 
movements. 

One concludes that only if Mr 
Reagan had said that he would send the 
U.S. Navy to blockade South African 
ports unless his recommendations were 
acted on would Bishop Tutu’s disgust 
with the West have mitigated. 

Mr. Tutu’s complement in the United 
States was Rep. William H. Gray III, 
who, representing the Democratic Party, 
spoke the official answer to Mr. Reagan. 
He was preceded by Sen. Edward Ken- 
nedy, who announced that the United 

States had become “‘the last, best hope 
for apartheid.” Mr. Gray said that the 
United States must ‘‘demand’’ a 
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It has long been believed that there can be objec- 
tive measures of innocence or guilt, veracity or 
deceit. During the Middle Ages there was trial by 
ordeal. In ancient China miscreants were forced to 
chew rice. If their mouths were dry afterward, they 
were considered guilty. Today we have the 
polygraph. 

The idea that a physiological response — blood 
pressure, in this case — could be used to test for 
truthfulness was first advanced in 1895 by the 
Italian criminologist and phrenologist Cesare Lom- 
broso. In the 1930s, William Mouton Marston add- 
ed measurements of respiration, and perspiration 
and called his machine the polygraph. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals found no scientific 
evidence supporting Marston’s claims for the 
device, and he was driven out of the profession he 
founded. Marston went on to create the comic book 
character Wonder Woman. 

The federal court system still refuses to enter into 
evidence test results from Marston’s wonder 
machine, but nearly half of the state courts permit 
polygraph tests under some circumstances, and its 
use is on the rise among private employers and in 
the federal government. 

Desperate to do something about the steady flow 

of classified information to the press and beyond 
our borders, the Reagan administration has 

repeatedly pushed the polygraph as a technological 
watchdog over the government’s vital secrets. And 
private employers, facing billions of dollars worth 
of losses from employee theft and other miscon- 

duct, order perhaps as many as one million tests a 

ear. 

: In a business world, the popularity of the 

polygraph means the countless Americans will be 
refused employment or fired for failing a test that 

misidentifies truthful persons as liars perhaps as 

In the public sector, where several agencies are 
relying more and more on the polygaph to guard 
against espionage, it means trying to ensure our na- 
tional security with an electronic Maginot Line. 

The polygraph, in fact, detects stress, which 
often occurs just because a peson is being subjected 
to a test that could result in imprisonment or loss of 
a job. So shaky is the scientific grounding of 
polygraphy that the FBI forbids polygraph 
dragnets, and the American Psychological Associa- 
tion prohibits its members from administering tests. 

Congress is now considering a bill, co-sponsored 
by Orrin Hatch and Edward Kennedy, forbidding 
polygraph testing by private employers. But senti- 
ment in the White House and on Capitol Hill seems 
to favor use of the polygraph in the defense and in- 
telligence communities, and perhaps also among the 
thousands of other federal employees with security 
clearances. 

In December the administration quickly shelved a 
NSC directive to expand polygraph testing after 
Secretary of State George Shultz threatened to 
resign. But President Reagan revived the proposal 
in a January press conference, and a special security 
task force is supposed to be working on recommen- 
dations for presidential instructions implementing 
the directive. 

There are, of course, important civil liberties ob- 
jections to the use of the polygraph. There is the 
question of personal privacy and a related one of 
whether the government can require citizens to 
answer questions about criminal activity of which 
they are not even suspect. The specter of govern- 
ment thought police has brought down the wrath of 
conservatives from William Safire to Jeane 
Kirkpatrick. 

Still, matters of civil liberties are debatable. The 
scientific validity of the polygraph is not. Accor- 
ding to a 1983 report by the Office of Technology 

validity of polygraph testing for pre-employment 

screening or periodic screening’’ — exactly the kind 
of testing the government does, and hopes to ex- 

pand. 

OTA notes that although there are studies that 
provide data on its use in another application — 
focused investigations of actual incidents — all 

“had substantial problems of research design.’ 

These studies claimed accuracies of lie detection 
anywhere from 50.6 to 98.6 percent, and truth 

detection from 12.5 to 94.1 percent. . 
In other words, notes Dr. David Lykken, a 

psychiatrist at the University of Minnesota, the 
polygraph is only slightly better at detecting lies 
than a coin flip. 

The OTA report confirmed what many resear- 
chers have found. John F. Beary III, now an 

associate dean at Georgetown University Medical 
School, wrote a report critical of ihe polygraph 
while he was an acting assistant secretary of defense 

three years ago. 
“There is no physiological response unique to ly- 

ing,’’ Beary asserts. Lykken keeps a log of people 

falsely implicated in wrongdoing by polygraph 
tests. A Los Angeles cashier was fired after a 
polygraph exam revealed he had given his mother a 
discount at the register; he was later able to show 
that his mother had died five years earlier. 

Polygrah proponents usually claim that inac- 
curate results point to inadequate training or im- 

Proper technique, not to the machine’s inherent 
flaws. 

Standards are obviously lax. Testers in private in- 
dustry can be certified with even less training than 
those in the government or, in many states, none at 
all. The graduates of the government’s polygraph 
training school at Fort McClellan only take a 
14-week course, followed by ten weeks of practice 

— less training most beauticians receive. 
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Imagine polygraph falsely identifies a 
security violator one percent of the time a rate 
far superior to what even polygraph advocates 
claim. A single screening of 10,000 employees 
among whom there is a single spy, then, would pro 
duce a pool of approximately 100 persons cast as 
spies — but the poloygraph would be of no use in 
determining which one was the guilty party. Indeed, 
the offender might well not even be in the sample 

A recent study by Beary and two other physicians 
cited in the June issue of Discover magazine sug- 
gests that a more likely result of a test of 10,000 
employees would be a pool of more than 3,500 
potential spies — and a significant chance thot the 
real spy had escaped detection. What would the 
government do with those 3,500 workers? Fire them 
all? Investigate them all? The polygraph, as on 
most questions, provides no useful answers. 
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Summer Theatre 

‘Tuna’ 
By JOHN SHANNON 
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Gilda Radner, Gene Wilder and Dom Del! 
moon,’ which is currently playing at the Ptir 
Wilder is rated PG.


