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Dealing With The New Drinking Age

Sometime this week each student
will receive a polite letter from Dr.
Elmer Meyer, vice chancellor for
student life. The content of the let-
ter will explain the first and most
effective step ECU will take in
handling the change in the drinking
age.

The letter says that even though
the state legislature has set Sept. |
as the ottficial deadline by which the
drinking age must be changed from
19 to 21, ECU has chosen 1o
recognize the change on campus ef-
fective Aug. 1.

The mninual response to this state-
ment 1s usually something akin 1o,
“‘1t’s bad enough the state is raising
the drinking age, now the Universi-
ty has to beat them to the punch.”

But when vou think about it,
there 1s nothing else they can do.
The administration is just doing
their best to avoid the inevitable
difficulties that are inherent in such
a law change. Thev're trying to
cope as best they can while main-
taining good studeni/University
relations.

The question that remains,
nhowever, 1s how else will the law
change effect students and what is
the University doing to cope with
the situation?

Last October, Dr. Meyer assign-
ed the ECU Alcohol/Drug Educa-
tion Committee to study the impact
on this campus of the new drinking
age law, and to make recommenda-
tions regarding how the University
should respond.

The resulting report was a reflec-
tion of an open minded committee
that chose to face the realities of the
situation with a healthyv attitude.

The committee, for example,
took the approach that realisticly
there would be very strong feelings
concerning the new law and that
those feelings should be considered
while implementing new policies. In
short, the committee didn’t make a
move without considering the
students first.

Another plus was the way in
which the committee chose to inter-
pret the new law. Keeping in mind
the new law allows for a maximum
fine of only $25, the committee sug-
gested a moderate approach to the
1Issue, one of ‘‘sensitivity, wisdom,
and reasonableness.”’

This 1s not to say the University
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will turn 1ts back on on those who
break the law; rather it will ap-
proach the situation with
understanding. At least, this is the
philosophy expressed by the com-
mittee, application of said
philosophy i1s something we'll have
10 see for ourselves.

In any case, the University has
taken the night approach. They
understand that college students
will drink what thev want when
they please, regardless of the legal
drinking age; and that any change
in  drinking habits will come
gradually 1t at all.

In fact, the committee’s report
quotes a survey conducted by Pro-
fessor Jerry Lotterhos with students
enrolled 1in alcohol abuse classes
here at ECU that helps to support
this point of view.

“Oft 200 students surveved, most
of whom can presently drink legal-
ly, but who will lose that right
under the new law, not a single stu-
dent said they intended to stop
drinking under the new law. Most
telt they would simply drink 1n
situations where thev would not be
likely to be apprehended.™

Ot course, alsoO means no
public drinking. which, 1n turn,
spells trouble tor downtown mer-
chants. Perhaps the biggest and
most 1mmediate eftect the age
change will have will be on local
nightclubs. Most clubs will either
close down or turn private, serving
only persons 21 vears of age.

To counter this effect the com-
mittee recommended that the
University support the establish-
ment of a non-alcoholic nightclub
which will offer good food and
quality entertainment; something
few of the mightclubs presently of-
ter.

Also, the University has foreseen
increased participation in campus
sponsored programs and athletics
and they will monitor these pro-
grams in the near future to see if ex-
pansion i1s warrented.

Undoubtedly, the change in the
drinking age will have a signifigant
and lasting effect on the campus
and the community. Fortunately
for us the University has an-
ticipated these effects and has
adopted a healthy, reasonable at-
titude toward working with the
students to deal with them.
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Defending The Porn Commission

I'he attack on the report of the por- booth was a pretty
nography commission continues. [ts  the
weapons are ridicule and stmulated fear.
T'he rnidicule centers on the idea of a
dozen investigators traveling 1n-
dustriousiy through pornland taking
the fear i1s expressed in terms of be rescued, thal
taking trom the people what is theirs
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Here 1s a nice example. Robert Scheer work for
ot the Los Angeles Times and Plavboy, the makel.
describing the investigative activities of gquiescence
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visit 1O “‘one of those establhishments’ in
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headed vice cop vanked open the door wav as
announced 1in a loud
‘And here we
engaged 1n an act ot oral copulation
The men looked up In
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Scheer’'s comment: **What business But a
was 1t of a U.S. Commission on Por-
nography to get down and dirty into the
pathetic attempts of some of this world’s
most torlorn, desperate and lonely in-
habitants 10 find a few moments of
whatever brings them as close to joy as
they will get? These were two human be
H'lgnq.“

[t apparently does not occur to the
critics that precisely it i1s a concern for
human beings that animates those who
worry about the volume of porn being
manutactured. The scene within the
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I am concerned that The East Carolinian s ~

readers may form an erroneous impression
based on your articie *“‘Profs Harass
Women” in the July 16 issue. The piece
reports on a Glamour magazine article in
which administrators of colleges are said to The East Carolinian welcomes letters ex-
prefer that students who are being sexually pressing all points of view. Mail or ar(-lf?
harassed cope with the problem privately them by our n_f,ﬁ'cé in the Publications
rathe_r than acknowledge it. Building, across from the entrance of

1Th15 may be the case for some ad- Joyner Library. :
ministrators at other schools but it does For purpnsés of verification, all letters
not gpply to us. ECU has a policy pro- must include the name f;fujnr amlf
hibiting sexual harassment and when such classification, address, phn;m number and
an ‘c:ffense Is reported to us, we take steps signature of the author(s). Letters are
to 1nsure that the harassment stops. But if limited to two ivpewriiten pages, double-
we don’t know about the problem, we spaced or neatly printed. Al !e:-rrers .ar.?

can only come from three sources: (1) the United States, other
Western governments, and the multilateral lending agencies
Western taxpayers support; (2) the Latin countries
themselves; or (3) the commenal banks that loaned the money
in the first place.

So far, the first two have been stuck with the tab. Debtor
countries have gotten new credits from the International
Monetary Fund or the World Bank in exchange for adopting
economic austerity measures. These measures enable them to
keep up Interest payments to the banks but punish their
already impoverished citizens.

And neither taxpayers north of the border nor campesinos
south of 1t have gotten much in return for their sacrifice.
Austerity measures have dried up what were once markets for
the goods American workers produce. Latin countries are no
longer able 10 sustain economic growth.

Meanwhile, falling oil prices once again have brought Mex-

the harsh austerity thev've alreadv had
any case, commercial banks were reluctant to throw an
%20 bilhon worth of good money after bad

Senator Bill Bradley of New Jersev has a better 1dea H
proposal for the debt problem also would have the Worl
Bank and development banks boost lending by $9 hilhion ove
the next three vears. But instead of counting on commercia
panks to lend more money, Bradley would require them
slice three percentage points off both the interest and pn
cipal Latin debtors owe. (Government lenders would take the
same hit.)

That’s $57 billion worth of relief over the next three vears. wan!
$42 bilhion of which would still have to make internal retorms« Max
to qualify, but the specific measures would be left up 1o them Th

This has the advantage of actually reducing the debt burder
the Latin countnies carry, rather than just providing them
with an opportunity to go deeper into hock. We're not sure
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can’t help. If sexual harassment occurs, wav to deve

students should report it immediately.

Dr. Mary Ann Rose
Assistant to the Chancellor
for Special Assignments

subject to editing for brevity, obscenity
and libel, and no personal attacks will be

permitted. Studenis, faculty and staff

wriling letters for this page are reminded

that they are limited to one every five
issues. |

Editorial Columnist Wanted:

The East Carolinian is presently seeking regular student columnists to
represent opposing points of view. Interested parties may stop by our
offices in the publications building or call 75 7-6366.

ico near the brink of default. There is still an ominous
possibility that a major debtor, or a group of them, may
simply say “‘enough’ and repudiate the debts.

Faced with the failure of the debt policy that the Reagan
administration has followed up to now, Treasury Secretary
James Baker introduced a new plan last October. Billed as a
comprehensive solution to the debt crisis, the Baker plan call-
ed for $9 billion in new lending by the World Bank and the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to Latin countries
over the next three years and $20 billion in new commercial
bank lending.

The conditions for these new credits would emphasize free
markets rather than austerity. Debtor countries would have to
trim their bloated state sectors, stop protecting inefficient
firms from import competition, and open up to foreign in-
vestment.

But the Baker plan has never really gotten off the ground.
Even if the new credits it offered were sufficient — which they
probably weren’t — relieving the debt burden by piling on
more d2bt is a dubious idea.

that it’s really possibie for the sclerotic Latin economies 1o ge!
growing again without taking some of the market oriented
steps the Baker plan would have required.

It may well be, however, that the countries are more kel
(0 act if they feel the decisions are their own. And with the
poor already squeezed dry, maybe Latin governments would
take advantage of Bradley aid to go after the biggest untap-
ped source of funds in their society: the billions in capital
flight dollars their elites have socked away in U .S and othe:
foreign banks.

But best of all, the Bradley proposal would finallv make the
commercial banks pav their share of the cost of managing the
debt crisis. Back in the 1970s, the banks were only too happy
to lend Latin America all the money it wanted, but they have
so far managed 1o stick others with the losses they deserve for
their folly. It’s way past time for the banks to pay their share,
and the Bradley plan would make them do so. After all, a

round of defaults is a bigger threat to them than to anvone
else. ’
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