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MARGARET MARON grew up on a 

farm near Raleigh, North Carolina, but 

for many years lived in Brooklyn, New 

York. When she returned to her North 

Carolina roots with her artist-husband, 

Joe, she began a series based on her own 

background. The first book, Bootlegger’s 

Daughter, became a Washington Post best- 

seller that swept the top mystery awards 

for its year and is among the 100 Favorite 

Mysteries of the Century as selected by the 

Independent Mystery Booksellers Associa- 

tion. Later Deborah Knott novels, Up 

Jumps the Devil and Storm Track, each — 

won the Agatha Award for Best Novel. To 

find out more about the author, you can 

visit www. MargaretMaron.com. 
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‘CRITICAL ACCLAIM FOR MARGARET MARON 

AND HER MOST RECENT DEBORAH KNOTT NOVEL, 

DEATH’S HALF ACRE 

“Maron observes the levelheaded Knott, her large extended family, neighbors, and 

the whole community with cool but genuine sympathy; even criminals remain 

believably human. Those looking for a mellow, down-home mystery will be 

well rewarded.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) 

“Margaret Maron’s latest whodunit featuring the insatiably curious Judge Deborah 

Knott shows much of her usual strength in character and plot development... 

The judge’s inner dialogue makes it seem like a visit with an old friend.” 

—Associated Press 

“Every Margaret Maron is a celebration of something remarkable.” 

—New York Times Book Review 

“This series is like sweet iced tea on an August day in North Carolina— 

near impossible to resist.” —Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
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jitter. Hepoah GsYojamrer beanie biancemar-tels 

the lush fields of Colleton County for the 

clear blue ocean and long stretches of sand 

at Wrightsville Beach. A summer confer- 

ence for the North Carolina district court 

judges couldn't come soon enough for 

Deborah, who is overwhelmed by her newly 

married life and the responsibilities of 

being a mom. 

Lying beneath the hot summer sun in 

Wrightsville and reconnecting with old 

friends over delicious seafood dinners in 

nearby Wilmington, Deborah finally begins 

to unwind. But tensions are building beneath 

the surface of this seemingly peaceful resort 

area. Deborah's relaxing trip to the seaside 

takes a sudden, dark turn when she stum- 

bles upon the strangled corpse of one of 

her less-admired colleagues. It doesn’t take 

long before she realizes that the killer may 

have another target, much closer to home. 

Unwilling to stand idly by while the 

murderer draws near, Deborah begins to 

investigate alone. At each turn, her list of 

suspects grows to include everyone from 

her judicial colleagues and friends to local 

television personalities and restaurant 

employees, and soon it seems that anyone 

in Wilmington could be capable of murder. 

  

 


