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¥ xpensive Trials of Misdemeanors.

The Virginia legislature has
pissed & joint resolution ordering
a vote ab the November elestion cn
the question of so amending the
(onstitution e8 to dispense with
jury trials in cases of misdemeanor.

This would be a good move for
our people to make. There is a
very grest expsnse atieched fo
mincr offences which our law com-
pels to go over to the Superior
Oourt At the last term we notice
in particular a case of larceny of
| one head of cabbage valued at 10
cents. Tho cosis of this case was
in the neighborhood of $25 The
defendant got four months cn the
public roads. At the September
term of our eriminal eour: there
were two or thrss cases of carrying
concenled weapons, the defendants
eubmitted in all three, a fine of §8
and cost bill of $256 or $30 was
taxed in each. Had these cases
been within the juriadietion of jus
tices of the peace, the school fund
would havse recsived fines in each
oage of $30, and psrhaps the cost
bill would have been $2 or $3,
whereas the school fund did in
the September term referred to get
but $5 in each case and the costs
bills run up to enough to make $25
i or $30,
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