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SOUNDING OFF. | '
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|
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degrees from UNC-Chapel Hill, where he has also been a member of the faculty and
administration. Since 1966 he has been a member of the English faculty at UNC in Char
lotte. His specialty is American literature, especially the writings of American Negr?
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WILLIAM R. PULLEN is a former Wilson Library (UNC-Chapel Hill) staff menm”
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terence, appears on page 62. “
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ing October 28 appears on page 81.

WALTER A. SEDELOW ]R. is dean of the School of Library Science, UNC-—ChaP"’l
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! Hill, position he has held since July, 1967. He holds a Ph.D. in history from Harvard
Mversity and had experience 1n teaching sociology and information science prior to as-

Umption of the deanship. The 1967 NCLA conference was his first, but hopefully not his

. St appearance at a state library meeting.

| DAVID STICK is a realtor, out-of-print book dealer, and author who lives in Kitty
awk. Late in 1967 he was appointed chairman of the Legislative Commission to Study
Ll‘brﬂry Support, a position which demands much of his time. His address, presented to
joint session of the Public Libraries Section and Association of Library Trustees October

; 27, Appears on page 84.

b GEORGE M. STEPHENS is president of Stephens Press in Asheville and a long-time
"lend of libraries. He served as a spokesman for library trustees in a panel presented at
joint session of the Public Libraries Section and Association of Library Trustees October

27. His remarks appear on page 66.

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

; This issue of your state journal contains the major addresses delivered at the biennial
. “Onference of N.C.L.A. October 26-28, 1967 in Charlotte. The only major address not 1n-
ludeq in the following pages is the one delivered to the Association of School Librarians
by Mrs. A'ugusta Baker. coordinator of childrens’ services, New York Public Library. An
“Hort was made to secure the text of this address from Mrs. Baker, but she did not respond
lrf time to: meet our deadline. All of the speeches make worthwhile reading, even 1if you
'd hear them delivered in person at the conference. Because of space limitations, 1t was
_necessary to condense several of the addresses. In performing this task, your editor made
deliberate attempt to retain the major points and essential message of each speaker.

A word of appreciation should be extended to L. C. Scarborough, assistant director of

i— the Photographic Center at the Wilson Library (UNC-Chapel Hill) for his excellent
P Otographic coverage of the conference. Three of his photos were used in the Winter

15 sy . . B

*Sue, and several appear in this issue, including the cover photo. Our association 1s indeed
0 | . :
ftunate to have the services of such able cameramen as Sam Boone and L. C. Scar-

b"‘)”‘ugh.

| CDVA li?.t o‘f t_he chairmen 'of_allﬁ NCLLA scctions' and _comn?ittees appears on the'-back_
* th er of this issue. Space limitations preclude thc| 1nclu5101:1 of the entire .n.wmh‘ershlp of
: ti(ese groups. If you have any comments or questions relating to the activities of any sec-

N or committee, the chairman of the group in question would be happy to hear from
You, The majority of these sections and committees held planning sessions at the annual

N'C-L.A.'w()rkshop March 23 in Southern Pines.

[. ly The next two issues of NORTH CAI?OLINA [LIBRARIES will be devoted to two
hapes of libraries which serve thousands of Tar Heel young people throughout the year:
: Mely  school libraries and academic libraries. The Summer issue will focus upon new
Czadffmic libraries in the state, and the Fall issue will be devoted to recent Frends and
l};lcepts in elementary and sccondary school libraries. The guest editor of the former will

]useph Dixon. librarian of Brevard College. Mary Frances Johnson of the School ot
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Fducation at UNC in Greensboro will serve as guest editor of the Fall issue. Both guest L
editors are members of this journal’s Editorial Advisory Board and are experienced 11

The 1968 American Library Association conference will be held in Kansas (Tit}’~l
Mis-ouri June 23-29. If you haven't already made plans to attend this conference, noV |
1s the time to act. Tar Heel librarians should be well represented at the sessions of ouf
national professional association and participate in the making of policy which governs the

their respective areas of librarianship.

activities of this association.

Speaking of conferences, let us remember this is the year for another Southcaster! |
[Library Association conference. The place is Miami Beach, and the time late October |
Both the outgoing and incoming presidents of S.LL.A. this year are North Carolinians:
so Tar Heel librarians have good reason to attend the conference in large numbers.

THE PRESIDENT REPORTS

[Dear NCILA Members: i

The first Executive Board meeting of the 1967-69 biennium was held in the Jackso?
Library of UNC at Greensboro, Friday, December 15. About thirty minutes before th¢
mecting Board members enjoyed a coffee hour with librarian Charles Adams and his staff: |

The report of the National Library Week committee which met December 14 was
made by Mr. Paul Ballance. It was recommended that $200 be placed in the budget fof
work by this committee in 1968. The report was accepted.

The treasurer gave his report and stated that the tentative figures drawn up for th
1968 budgct included only items for operation, but did not include the salary of a possibl€
Executive Secretary. Mr. Johnson stated that he would continue to work on the 1968 budge! .
prior to presentation at the March Board meeting.

With reference to the association becoming stronger financially it was the general co™ 1
sensus that Herschel Anderson, membership chairman, explore all possibilities of increas |
ing association membership. It was thought that school boards should be invited to par”
ticipate as members of the Association.

Mr. Alva Stewart, editor of North Carolina Libraries, reported that the first 25 volumeé
of the publication have been microfilmed and are available from University Microfilms:

Ann Arbor, Michigan.

The Executive Board for the 1967-69 biennium will strive to increase and strengthen
the line of communication between itself and the membership it serves. Therefore the
Board approved the suggestion that an invitation be extended to all N.C.LL.A. sectiof
chairmen to meet with the Executive Board at any time during this biennium as nof™
voting observers.

[t was noted that the edition of the N. C. L. A. Handbook now in use was a preliﬂ"i'
nary edition and had never been ofhcially adopted. The Organization Committee has bee!
asked to bring the Handbook up to date, including the recent amendments to the Constitt”
ton and By-laws, then submit 1t for ofhcial adoption.

Promotional 1deas for strengthening the N. C. .. A. Scholarship Fund were ex l()rﬂd'
8 g } p
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~. f‘ffttr some thought on this matter, the Board felt it timely to include a report in North
Caroling Libraries on the importance of promoting the Scholarship Fund and include an
rticle about the fund in future issues. Suggestions included: (1) alerting the membership
0 the importance of memorials as gifts to the Scholarship Fund, (2) approval of $1.00 tor
| the Scholarship Fund to be placed on the registration blank (which would be optional),
nd (3) reference to records on scholarship which are available.

A committee was appointed on “Time and Place” to explore for the Board concerning
;“ture N. C. L. A. conferences. Named to this committee were: Arial Stephens, chairman:
y “Onard Johnson, Paul Ballance, Mrs. Pattie McIntyre, and Mrs. Mary Frances Crymes.

It was approved that a called meeting of N. C. L. A. be held at the spring workshop
‘0 delete one sentence from the By-Laws, Article 11, which reads: “Standing committees
?hﬂll be appointed for the biennium.” It was thought that if the committces could function
Nto the year following the biennial conference, it would afford smoother operation of

[- : K SR 2 TR
l hC dSSoclation s activities.

'he Board approved a motion that the committee on North Carolina Periodicals Bibli-
001y : : : .
#raphy and Union List be made a standing committee.

|' The President appointed a committee to explore all possibilities which would be feasible
of the Board to undertake in making plans for employing an Executive Secretary. Mem-

B ¢ ‘ .
[ Ders of the committee are Mr. Paul Ballance, chairman, Herschel Anderson, and Leonard
]”hnsml.

~ Herschel Anderson has made arrangements for the Executive Board to hold the NCLA

ﬁpring Workshop at Sandhills Community College in Southern Pines. Mr. Lennox Cooper,

brarian of the college, and Mr. Ned Durant, director of planning and development for
€ college, have agreed to handle local arrangements.

' Mr, Charles Adams, librarian of UNC at Greensboro, has agreed to serve as deputy
( . . . : . . - -
'Tector for National Library Week (April 21-27) in North Carolina.

t Members were appointed to several standing committees, and the remaining commit-
Ce . . ‘ ' :
“ appointments will be made at the March 23 Board meeting.

Sincerely yours,

MILDRED S. COUNCILL

There is no progress possible anywhere where the differences of people are stifled.

t = : . e
heir Voices are not able to be heard, and where they all speak as one voice.

—Associate U.S. Supreme Court Justice

," Hugo J. Black.

- We are all involved in mankind and simply cannot take the kind of Olympian view
). s @ . i 3 . b
our country, our culture, our tradition, that habitually refers to ‘they’ and never to ‘we’.”

—John Cogley.
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SOUNDING OFF! .

By

PATricIA A. ANDERS

The question of whether librarianship is a profession has been hashed and rehashﬁ‘dl
with amazing regularity and persistence. Although I would like to add a few morsels o8
the hash, my primary point is that it really does not matter so long as our attitudes about
our work are sound in the context of the present manpower situation.

Recently I heard an advertisement for a periodical described as one “serving the truck*x
ing industry—as a profession.” This magazine was designed specifically for truck drivers'
My first reaction revealed a bit of snobbery in my own attitude, “So driving a truck 1 '
a profession now?” On second thought, I came to the conclusion that a new evaluation
ol the word “profession™ as it is apparently understood by many people, can apply to any
kind of work from truck drivers to lawyers. If one views his work as a service, is alert 0
needs and problems, and does his best to satisfy those needs unselfishly, then one can b¢

said to have a professional attitude regardless of his level of education. |

As librarians we usually regard the “professional™ as one having a master’s degree if
library science . . . period. The almighty sheepskin automatically transforms one from the
ranks of the clerical drone to the omniscient master of library services and adds the
privilege of supervising non-master’s degree holders regardless of their experience, skills:
or knowledge.

non-professional jobs. We are taught to be aware of these differences in library schools
‘ i o | | 330 _ ; . «
and rightly so. But if our supercilious attitudes cause us to hesitate to perform a “no

professional™ task when that task needs to be performed, then we are not being prnfessioﬂﬂ]
people.

In the present organization of library services, we are far too aware of professional and ‘
|

. R ——————

Steps in the right direction are programs offering certification as library technicians:
In any library, there are many kinds of duties which are routine and clerical in nature:
opening boxes, pasting labels, making duplicate cards, and typing, to name a few. Thes¢ |
are not generally considered “professional” jobs. However, if the ratio of clerical assistants
lo master's degree holders is not sufficient, then the “professional” must be willing to per
form “non-professional” duties without feeling that he is defiling his lofty position by
doing so. The “professional™ is a snob if he refuses to consider an original 1dea becaus®
It comes from a “non-professional” or if he summons an assistant to open a box when
it would be faster and more efficient to do it himself.

L3  —

———— e, —— e

~ Everyone who works in a library, whatever level of education or '(luty he has. should |
sec himself as part of a team with each member having a necessary and valuable function:
Itach member of the staff should understand the functions of the other members as well:
We are taught in library schools, and we read in the professional literature, that librarian®
should know the inside of books as well as the outside. Yet, if any part of any day 1 |
spent by the “professional™ librarian in examining books to be added to the collection. the
“non-professional” may believe that staff member is not doing his share — “He is readin§
a "BOOK!™ Library assistants and clerks need to understand that one need not be forever

shuffling cards, typing, or talking to patrons to be performing a useful service for th¢
iibrary.
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his kind of resentment from “non-professionals” and snobbery from the masters

degree holder forms two opposing teams in a library. An understanding of the functions
“ach performs and respect for the value of each function would help to eliminate the kind
OF explosive situations that may, and sometimes do, cause poor interpersonal relations 1n
l‘bl'arics. If each member of the team does his job happily and unselfishly and understands
that his job is 1important and valuable to the performance of the team as a whole, better

“brary service will result. Service 1s, after all, our most important product.

Al

0.

g

9.

SOCIETY AND THE LIBRARIAN

By

WaLTER A. SEDELOW, JR.]

a. Our society is becoming vastly more knowledge-dependent.

D.

The knowledge-action ratio is increasing at an accelerating rate; the knowledge-
action ratio means the amount of knowledge necessary for any given unit act 1o
be effectively performed.

Research is becoming more important for practically all types of social organizations.

We are moving toward becoming a whole nation ot learners.

The principal model for learning is, increasingly, the individual in the library /infor-

mation center or laboratory (rather than in the classroom).

-~

b.

b.

The demand for scientific knowledge is going to grow even faster than the de-
mand for other types of knowledge.

Hence, there is a particularly great need to provide more and better education for
prospective science librarians and for the science-librarianship component in general
library education.

. The trend toward total program planning ‘budgeting will increasingly nclude the

relevant knowledge sub-systems.

The provision of library and information services increasingly will be a part of
the long-term planning for all types of social units — including political entities of
every level on the scale, institutions, and all types of productive and service organiza-
tions.

Special librarianship will increase in both absolute and relatve 1mportance, as will

every phase of academic librarianship.

=

-

Not only will libraries of any given type increasingly develop communication networks

among themselves, but there also will be increased reprographic interaction among
libraries of diverse types.

d,

b.

Technological developments will be of increasing pertinence to the work ol li-
brarians.

Present concern with computer applications is only a beginning toward the harness-
ing of technology for aid in the performance of library functions.

An increasingly thorough-going understanding of communications hardware will be a
persistent aspect of library science education.
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1. a. The span of administrative and managerial responsibilitics for librarians. cspecially
sentor librarians, will spread very considerably during the next several decades.

emphasized area of library science.

12. Depth ot knowledge in subject-matter fields will be progressively more sought aftef
among librarians.

1. Dean Sedelow describes the following statements as ‘“some random propositions” from his

address to librarians attending the first’ general session of the N.C.L.A. conference Thursday:
October 26, 1967.

LIBRARIES AND THEIR ROLE IN THE 20th CENTURY

by
- DaN M. Lacy

b. The study of organization research and management theory will be a more heavily’

|

It 1s real happiness to come back to North Carolina and to talk to North Carolina i |

brarians. | owe a debt to the libraries of this state that I can never repay. I suppose thal
it 15 hard for younger people today to realize how isolated and lonely life 1in a small

i
T

southern town could be forty years ago, when very few people had radios, there was no
television, there was no opportunity to visit art galleries, almost your only opportunity t0

hear any music, beyond the church choir, would be a scratchy three minute record on 4
hand-ground phonograph record, and only a few of the larger cities had libraries.

| grew up 1n a town very much like that, and I remember the thrill it was when [ was
about ten or twelve, and the Rocky Mount Public Library opened in two rooms upstatrs
over a drugstore on Main Street. Later, thanks to the generosity of the Braswell family, 1

moved 1nto a very handsome building, and the hours that I spent there under the guidanct

of Mrs. Battle and later Mrs. Jeffries were a turning point in my whole life. I know th¢

services that all of you render are the turning point in the lives of thousands of young men

and women, boys and girls, in the state today. Certainly the library of the University of
North Carolina, where I got all of my professional training, is another institution to which
| owe an unrepayable debt.

A great deal of my ume, and that of many other people, this year has been spent 1N
work on the National Advisory Commission on Libraries, appointed just about a year ago
by President Johnson. Sometimes I wonder if the “N.C.” in the initials of this National
Commission don’t really stand for North Carolina. Its chairman, as all of you know, 1%
Dr. Douglas Knight, the distinguished president of Duke University. Four of its other
members are alumni of the University of North Carolina, including Herman Fussler:
director of the University of Chicago Library; Bill Hubbard, Dean of the Medical School
of the University of Michigan; Emerson Greenaway, director of the Philadelphia Free
Public Library; and myself. We may not do very well in some things, but when it comes
to cigarettes and libraries . . . !

T'his has been an extraordinarily hard-working commission. It has a fascinating rang¢
ol membership that includes some very distinguished librarians like Dr. Fussler and Mr-
Greenaway, and Mildred Frary, Director of School Libraries at Los Angeles, and Marian
Gallagher, Law Librarian at the University of Washington; and Estelle Brodman, Directof

e — T e —
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of the Medical Library at Washington University. It includes a number of scholarly leaders,
such as Fred Burkhardt, President of the American Council of Learned Societies, and Carl
()\’Erhage of M.I.T. It includes distinguished citizens who have had an active role as lay-
Men and trustees 1n public libraries — Mrs. George Wallace of Fitchburg, Mass., Bessie
Moore of Arkansas, for example, and Carl Elliott, a former member of Congress who
AW through the House most of the important library legislation of recent years. [t has
had 4 broad range of membership from highly specialized professionals to the very
hmud-guuged laymen.

All of us on the Commission have received a liberal education. [ think no member ol
the Commission, not even any of its librarian members, had really perceived as a whole
the enormous range and the diversity of library problems that have bBeen brought to the
Wention of the Cominission. It has been meeting in full Commission two to three days
* month, and in subcommittee meetings for another two or three days a month, and 1t
has accumulated a mass of papers, reports, and studies that would itself constitute a quite
‘Ubstantial library. Witnesses have been heard from almost every area of the library pro-
lession: sub-committees of the Commission have held local regional hearings all over the
_U“ittfd States, as far afield as Fairbanks, Alaska, and Bismarck, North Dakota, Lubbock,
rﬁxas, and Pikesville, Kentucky. Seventeen major research studies have been commissioned,
the reports of which will 1n themselves constitute a very interesting collection. The Com-
Mission s just now beginning to come 1o serious grips with the dratting of 1ts report.
4 a matter of fact, a drafting committee 1s meeting 1n New York today and tomorrow,
Nd that’s where | spent the morning and hrst half of the afternoon today.

[t would be premature to try to discuss with you what the recommendations to the
OMmmission are likely to be. Many of them, indeed, are hotly debated within the Com-
I;I.]isf*i'i:-n,. and even if I were free to discuss them, I don’t know what I could say with con-
hdtﬁ'ncc as to what the Commission will conclude. In any event, the recommendations will
80 10 the President for his consideration and initialing. However, [ would like to talk
With you about one member of the Commission’s impressions and his re-education 1n
1l"*ri'dtri:‘nn:;.hip during the course of this year’s work, and to give you some purely personal
reections.

(

Impressions of a Commission Member

In the first place, it has been borne in on me, and I'm sure on all other members of
he Commission, how tremendously wide is the diversity of libraries and the services they
Perform in the United States. They stretch over an enormous extreme from the lLibrary
OF Congress and the great research libraries such as New York Public and Harvard, down
0 rura| libraries that are open, perhaps, only two or three hours a week with volunteer
aft, and with a budget of a few hundred dollars a year. They include libraries of great
“Orporations, like the Bell Telephone Labs or the Esso Standard Library, which are models
Of the intense development of a specialized field of knowledge. They include the library
Chvities of such agencies as the Atomic Energy Commission and NASA, which lie on
the border between librarianship and some new world of information storage and retrieval
Nd budding modern technologies.

There are libraries that come in contact with the citizens of the United States 1n
“Very conceivable aspect of their hives, from work with pre-school children and in headstart
Programs with children who have come from bookless homes, and perhaps, from semi-
erate parentage and who are being given their first contact with the world that children’s
books can open, to the sort of library that 1s sustaining the intensive investigation of Rus-
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j
sian studies in space medicine at the other extreme. There are libraries for every cof
ceivable profession, every conceivable educational level, every conceivable kind of problem:
No one really, I think, no one even in the profession gets an opportunity to stand back
and look at this enormous complexity as a whole, as we’ve been forced at least to try 1
do this year.

In the second place, I think that all of us are tremendously impressed with the dramatt
cally growing importance of libraries to American life. There are many reasons why this |
importance has grown so dramatically in the post-war decades. Perhaps the most significan!
ones are changes in population and changes in the organized development of research and
its impact in American life. All sorts of increases in productivity have occurred in Amer" |
can life in the post-war years, but the most dramatic single increase in productivity wa
achieved by the mothers of America with, it’s true, the enthusiastic cooperation of severd |
million returning soldiers at the end of the war, when the output of babies in the United
States rose from three hundred an hour in 1945 to five hundred an hour by 1947! In on¢
I8-month period, our annual birth rate went up something like two and one-half million: ‘
where it has been for the better part of two decades, to approximately four million a year:
and stayed there until just the last two or three years when it has begun to show a slight |
decline. |

This population impact, of course, has affected our lives in a great many ways. It ha® .
overflowed our schools at the elementary and high school level; coupled with a dramati€ |
increase in the percentage of children of college age who go to college, it has multilt)lifi'd |
our college enrollment approximately eight-fold over pre-war levels. But until now ther®
have not been any more adults in our life as a result of this population explosion. As 4
matter of fact, that 1s one of our problems. There are fewer adults in their mid-thirt€?
now than there has been for the last twenty years, because the people of that age wer®
the generation of the depression, when relatively few children were born. The dramati®
need for more teachers and more librarians that we have experienced to cope with this
horde of children has fortuitously come at just the period when we have many fewe'
people at the middle level of the professional age group than we have had in a long tim¢ |
But this year the post-war generation will begin to turn twenty-one. Ten years from noW: |
there will be forty million people in the United States in their twenties. Of that fort) |
million, about fifteen million will have gone to college. They are going to have an eno” |
mous 1mpact on all of our social institutions, including our libraries.

At the same time that we have been increasing this youthful population so greatly:
we've been shoving the population around. Millions of Americans have been moving oft
the farms into the cities, and out of the cities into the suburbs: out of some south-centrd
states and some middle-western states to both coasts: into the southeast and the southwest:
in what is undoubtedly the greatest mass migration of population in history. This migrd
tion 1s producing all sorts of impacts on all of our institutions, including libraries.

But what may be an even more dynamic influence than this series of population change® (
1s the impact of organized research on our lives. The dramatic results of organized mas
sive attack on scientific problems in World War II, particularly in the discovery of atomic
energy and the invention of the atomic bomb have led us in the post-World War II yeaf®
to devote sums of from ten to fifteen billion dollars a year to scientific and technologicﬂl
rescarch and development activities. For the first time in history, a society has devoted 4
major segment of 1ts total resources to transforming itself, and has put these transform#
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Yons immediately into effect in applications that reach through the whole society and affect
“Verybody in it.

~ When scientists like Maxwell or Faraday or [avoisier made their discoveries, genera-
lons might pass before they had any particular effect on the everyday life of the times.
F“day, when such a device as the transistor is discovered, within only three or four years
the whole electronic industry 1s transformed by the introduction of this new technology.

One of the consequences of this enormous application of energy and resources and
Money and skill to research and development 1s, of course, a tremendous multiplication
of the quantity of information published. The number of scientific journals has increased
Xplosively as has the amount of scientific publication in book and monograph form.

 But there are many other ways than the mere increase in the material to be dealt with
' which this scientific revolution is affecting libraries. [t means that we are an informa-
ton-hased society as no other one has ever been. Where a century or two ago our society
Was essentially agriculture-based, where in later times it could be described as coal and
‘teel-based, today it is essentially nformation-based. The new industries consist not of
8reat steam engines and smoking factories, but of quite simple buildings 1n which people
t{'ansmute ‘wformation and deal with it. Every occupation, every industry today foats on a
fiver of scientific and technical knowledge.

Our swift scientific progress has also resulted in the rapid obsolescence of any given
bUdy of information. There was a time when a man got his medical education, or his engi-
eering education, or his training as an economist and was essentially done with 1t. Though
he might add to that information from time to time, his professional training was well-
founded when he finished his professional school. Certainly that 1s not the case today.

Information-Based Society

~ One result, of course, of this transformation of our society from an industrial or
h3“’—'t'il'ry—b.ﬂs'ﬁu;l society to an information-based society, a revolution at least as important as
th_ﬁ Industrial Revolution of the last century, has been an enormous increase in the quantity
O formal education we give. Not only do people have to stay in school much longer. Not
Only do most youths finish high school now, but nearly half of the high-school graduating
Classes today go on to some form of further education — to college or to technical school of
One sort or another. A very high proportion of college graduates is now going on to post-
fraduate school or professional school. And while they are 1n school, they study much more
‘Ntensively and more broadly than ever before and demand a much greater variety of
lhrﬁry SErvices.

~ Now, this whole demand of our society, this absolute necessity ot a constant How ot
Mformation to which everyone has access has, of course, produced enormous demands on
brarians at every level. You cannot give the kind of elementary education we all demand
day without a good school library. You certainly cannot give any kind of respectable high
School education without an excellent high school library. The demands placed on college
nd university libraries today to meet the much broader curriculum than was offered a
8€heration ago are enormous 1n every institution. These demands also reflect, of course,
t?e enormously increased enrollment and the great increase in the number of institutions.
ublic libraries are having to deal with a citizenry which has much greater and more
Omplex informational needs to carry on their daily lives than did citizens of an earlier



56—NORTH CAROLINA LIBRARIES

day. The research libraries of major corporations have become an indispensable component |
of their operations — something that was hardly known a generation ago. On every front

the demand for library services has become enormous.

[From the attack on poverty and illiteracy at one extreme, to supporting the most ad-
vanced scientific research on the other, enormous problems are laid on libraries.

These problems have been accompanied by two kinds of difficulties, one in personne! |
and one in financial support. I mentioned the fact that the oscillation of generations, thes¢ |
waves and troughs in the birth rate, have had the effect of producing a maximum demand
tor adult services to children and young people as teachers, as doctors, as nurses, as It
brarians, at precisely a time when the adult population and the younger professional grouf |
was at a low level. Moreover, it has produced that demand at a time when employment
opportunities in private industry and in other areas of civil service have been at their maxt
mum, so that there has been an acute shortage of trained persons not only in librarian
ship, but in education, medical and health services, and everywhere else. This has been
one major limiting factor we must attack. |

The other problem is financial. The economics of the service industries of the country '
is such that in a period when productivity in the nation is increasing rapidly, the cost of

social services goes up radically. As long as the society remains prosperous, the cost of all |
soctal services 1s going to rise rapidly, and we need to brace ourselves for it.

One of the problems of schools and libraries has been that they are financed from ta¥
resources that do not necessarily increase with the general productivity of the society:
That is, they are mostly financed out of real estate taxes which are not elastic at all, of ‘
relatively inelastic tax resources like sales taxes. What we need, and what is essential, 18
to identity the type of social service cost which goes up rapidly as the gross national produc!
goes up, and to tie it to sources of support that also increase as the gross national product
increases. Almost the only source of support that answers to that, as a matter of fact, 18
the federal income tax. Hence, regardless of one’s social philosophy, one of the things that
is simply going to happen is that the proportion of the support of schools or libraries and
of medical services coming from federal tax funds is going to continue to increase. |

Now there are important social questions involved in how this happens. On the on¢ |
hand, there is the tremendous social advantage that comes from local initiative, local guid-
ance, and local control in these social services, and hence a need to devise means that can
provide Federal support without Federal stifling, or straitjacketing of services of this sort:
On the other hand, Federal funds can be a source, not of straitjacketing or denying of
local initiative; they can be a source for the stimulation of innovation, of change, and ol
progress. How to manage the granting of Federal funds so that it avoids the danger ol l
stifling local initiative, and on the other hand manages to take advantage of this opportu”
nity to stimulate initiative by being fed into those areas in which progress is possible: this
is one of the kinds of problems that the National Commission will be concerned with.

Public Support of Libraries '

[ think there is no question that the tremendous increase in public support at all levels
—-state, federal and local — that libraries have been experiencing will continue. The task
of statesmanship will be to devise the most constructive and helpful ways to have it con
tinued. But librarians and the library profession are going to have a corresponding kind
of responsibility to answer to the increased support it will receive. One part of this responsi-
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bilit}f for éxumple, is to make the most imaginative use of the new technology that 1s open-
Ng up to libraries. One needs to avoid. on the one hand, the sort of foolishness that has
leq some college trustees to feel that there was hardly any point 1n building a new college
‘ihrary since all knowledge would be imbedded 1n the memory cores of computers 1n a
ew years. Although it is necessary to avoid that extreme. one doesn’'t bury one’s head 1n
radition and refuse to recognize the remarkable opportunities that the new technology

May offer.

Librarians have something of a reputation which I think is not at all deserved, for
l‘ﬁing traditionalist, resistant to the introduction of new ideas. It was not the banks and
the documentation companies and the super-duper government agencies that developed
Microfilm as a documentation device, it was libraries. [t was not any of the newer docu-
Mentalist groups that developed the basic concepts of subject headings and subject classifi-
“tion that are used by everybody who tries to control knowledge. Almost every major
DIUneering introduction of technology 1n ‘nformation control in our society, as a matter
Of fact, has received its realistic applications first 1n libraries. and I have no reason to
[Jﬁul)t that will continue to be the case. But the magnitude of the technical revolution be-
lore us is going to require the most imaginative thinking from the library profession t._hat
We have ever given. This will be a professional challenge at least as great as the evolution,
round the turn of the century, of the basic cataloging codes and classification systems on

Which we all now rely.

A second major challenge that the profession 1s going to have to face 1s the manpower
Problem. T think there can be no question that we need a great many more library schools,
and we will have to have the money to create and administer them, but we must also be
Much more flexible in our conception of levels of library training appropriate to various
‘Inds of occupations in libraries. It is simply not going to be humanly possible to produce
Ull-fledged fifth-year masters’ degree graduates for every opening in libraries that will exist
M the next decade. This problem 1s going to have to be dealt with in the way the stmilar
Problem in medicine and health services has been dealt with — by developing a whole
‘Pectrum of professional services, just as it runs down from a master surgeon to a nurse's
Ude in 4 hospital, with each trained for his or her own professional capacity. There 1s no
douly too, that we will need to re-examine the curricula of library schools 1n terms of the
l\'ihds of challenges that libraries are going to be facing in the next decade. For example,
“Onsiderably more training will be ceeded in informational technology, and in areas such

S social psychology.

Another challenge the profession is certainly going to have is developing really 1n-
‘Cgrated patterns of service of the whole gamut of materials — printed, computer-based,
Wdig-yisual — that will be employed in all of our school and academic libraries. Another
1S solving the problem of cooperative relationship among educational libraries (those of
*chools and colleges) and public libraries, especially in large cities, and especially as more
Nd more .of the students enrolled in college are not residential students, but are living at

Ome and using primarily public library resources for their studies.

One of the most challenging problems of all is making the library a meaningful 1nsti-
Wtion to the disadvantaged residents of the ghettos of large cities. This 1s the same sort
OF problem that churches, schools, and all other social institutions are having to face: to
"edefine their functions, their concepts, their purposes in ways that provide a meaningful
|~'ffliltionslﬁp to attacking this problem.

The profession itself, T think, needs to grow to a dignity, an imagination, a vitality, a
retching «out of endeavor that will correspond to the responsibilities that lie before 1t
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[t scems to me that it is tremendously important that we accomplish both of these aims:
First, our society should understand how seriously it needs libraries and provide the finan-
cial support they require, and secondly, the library profession should respond to this by 2 |
corresponding broadening and deepening of its own professional capacity.

A Liberating Institution |

Everyone of the great technological developments and social developments in the field
of communication during the past few centuries has progressively had the effect of increas
ing the range and influence of the communicator — of the speaker or the writer. The print-
ing press, the mass circulation magazine and newspaper, radio, television, each of them in f
turn has enormously multiplied the audiences available to any one speaker, so that on€
person can now command simultaneously an audience of tens of millions of people. Ther¢
has been a steady subjection of a larger and larger audience to a smaller and smaller num-
ber of speakers. ;

But where the television network’s function is to deliver twenty million listeners to 4 |
speaker, the library’s function is to deliver a million authors to a reader. if he wants them-
[t 1s the one of all of our social instruments that is at the user’s, the listener’s, the reader’s
command, rather than the speaker’s command. It is the one of all of our media of com |
munication that by and large is on your and my side, the individual’s side. In a society
that is almost overwhelmed by forces that compress, that unite, that bind, this is the on¢ |
of our great institutions that individualizes and liberates. God bless it, and I hope ouf
Commission can help it.

THE ARGUMENT FOR DEWEY |

by

[LEsLie R. MoRRris

I hope, during my brief talk, to outline to you why you should fight, not switch. I am
against reclassification. I am against switching from Dewey to LC, or LC to Dewey. ! |
will not argue that one is better than the other. My principle point is that if you can not
find a better place to spend the enormous amounts of money required to reclassify you!
collection, yours is a very unusual library or you are a very unusual librarian.

One of the major points in favor of the LCC is that all LC cards have an LCC numbef
that may be used without even being perused by a cataloger. You have the card with 2 [
number. The clerk begins to type. Sounds glorious. I am afraid that the system doesn
work quite that easily. In the Fall, 1967 issue of Library Resources & Technical Services: |
there is an article by William Welsh, Associate Director of LC’s Processing Dept., who 15
responsible for both classification systems; consequently he may be presumed to be un

brased: [

“There are two aspects to the unquestioning use of the L.C call numbers found on LC
printed cards, expressed by one writer as ‘any title which has an LLC card and LC
classification number (i.e. “call number”?) could be handled by a clerk.” Apart from any
general departures from LC provisions decided on by the adopting library, it is evident
from LLC’s practice in reclassification that as far as the class number proper 1s concerned
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the quoted observation could be accepted only for titles currently cataloged by the Library
And not for the card stock as a whole, unless the library In question were prepared to accept
the obvious consequence of placing material on the same subject in separate classes or
tven schedules, e.g., air transport in both T and H. As far as the author and book number
barts of the notation are concerned, if the statement means that LC cards can be “dropped
" the shelf list it should be borne ‘n mind that as soon as any titles without LLC call
Numbers are shelf-listed, the possibility exists that the library, even though following the
LC book number system, may arrive at a call number that will duplicate one assigned
later by the Library of Congress. [n a letter to the editor of the Library Journal, Phyllis
Richmond of the University of Rochester Library, not regarded as anti-LC, commented
on this point in the following elliptical but vivid terms: “Think you can take the .C.calt
Qumber right off the card and use 1t without checking? Ha, ha.”

Some people collect coins, others stamps, still others antiques. [ collect LC errors.
[ have an LC card with the hole punched at the top, another with the famous author
Mark Twain used as a main entry and spelled C.L.E-M-E-N-T-S. I have many more.
b“‘»’e heard catalogers complain that the quality of the work done by the DDC people 1s
Inferior to that work done by the LCC people. The simple fact is that most librarians will
‘Ccognize errors 1n the DDC, but are not well trained enough to recognize these same
Crrors 1n [LCC. It you can use the LLCC number directly from the card, you can use the
DDC number directly from the card. Use the DDC with equal trust.

It 1s my feeling, without the benefit of a survey, ‘hat more libraries use DDC than
_LCC. It is also my feeling, that more books in this country are cataloged by the DDC than
by the LLCC. When we are just becoming standardized, why must we go off in another
direction? Flementary school and high school libraries have improved immensely 1n the
last 1() years, They will become, with the help of federal money, increasingly better 1n
the next few years. As the new independent research methods are taught in grade schools
and high schools, students will arrive at college with a pronounced familiarity with

libraries and the DDC.

There aren’t many school libraries using LCC. Students will graduate to public
libraries largely cataloged by the DDC. Why insist on a 4 year break for LCC? Let's
use the familiarity that people have .nd build on it. Do the patrons really care which

System we use’

Sunk costs are the amounts of money already committed to a program. Add up all
the money ever spent on classifying 1n your library, including the salaries of every classiher
that ever worked for your library .nd the rent for the space that they used. When you

have this enormous figure, explain to a layman why you are going to throw 1t out.

There have been complaints recently that both the gross number and the percent of
DDC numbers on LC printed cards is falling. In rebuttal to that argument, | would like
to read an official LLC directive dated Oct. 13, 1967:

TITLES TO BE FORWARDED TO DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION OFFICE

|—All publications from all sources no matter what in English language, Danish

13ngage, Dutch language, Flemish language, French language, German language, [talian
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language, Norwegian language, Portuguese language, Spanish language, Swedish languagt
except:

lssBZ 103, 4, 7

2. Rare books

[I—AIl utles of any date in any language received through Title 2 except:

FPZL 34 7

IHI—11l works published in U.S.A. in any language except:
| A e A
2. Rare books *

This coverage seems quite complete to me, it is 99% of the books that most librarics
buy and classify.

The DDC number on the 1967 printed cards 1s divided into segments. The official
explanation of the segmentation by LC. states:

“DC numbers on LC cards are now printed in from one to three segments. This
hew service will enable those libraries that find some DC notations excessively long
tor their purposes to cut the numbers meaningfully without assigning professional
tlll{fl-lt to tht? task, yet will enalﬂe those libraries Fh:.l[ find detailed classiﬁcatiun uf;c‘ful T
to pick up trom the cards the full numbers provided by the latest unabridged edition
of the Decimal Classification. It is one of the virtues of the DC’s hierarchically
expressive notation that any number of more than three digits can be reduced to any
degree desired, with loss of precision but not of correctness. A work on damage to
cherry trees by hail can be classed in 634.23914, 634.2391, 634.239. 634.23. 634.2.
634, depending on the degree of closeness in classification required. Each library makes
its own decisions as to reduction, but the new service will suggest reasonable places
in the notation at which libraries of various sizes may make their cuts.”

[t will be more reliable to have a clerk copy DDC number than an LCC number:
The clerk will be able to cut the number meaningfully. |

Although not many titles require original classification, the problem does arise. Many
monographic serials are classed together by LC, while your library may scatter them:
Books cataloged by cooperating libraries are often without classification. When the
classiher gets down to work I feel sure that Dewey 1s cheaper, easier and therefor¢
clearer to the patron. The lack of an overall index and necessary complications of LG
make Dewey a better choice. Neither I nor anyone else, as far as I know. has done 4
comparative cost study on the relative costs of applying LCC or DC, but I have worked
with both and feel that Dewey is easier and cheaper to apply. :

LC CLASSIFIERS

How often I have looked at an LC card and wondered who in the world did this-
Who are the classifiers at the Library of Congress? Are the workloads of the DC classi- [
hers similar to the workloads of the L.C classifiers? Are the rates of pay equal? The only |
way | could get an answer to these questions was by writing to LC. Followihg is part
of the answer I received from the DDC office at L.C: |

I want to assure you that the workloads of the Decimal classification specialists
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on the one hand and of the Library of Congress subject catalogers on the other are
approximately equal. I can also assure you that the rates of pay are the same.

[f one wants to be precise, some qualifications must be made with respect to
training. There are far fewer DC classifiers than LC, although each group must
cover the whole field of knowledge; consequently, each LC person is responsible
for a much narrower segment, and is, therefore, likely to be somewhat more a subject
specialist than are we. On the other hand, because of the need to acquire the subject
specialization, the LC classifiers are recruited with less emphasis on graduate training
in librarianship, and many of them have no library degrees, whereas the DC people
all have graduate library degrees or are well on their way toward finishing the work
tor them.”

Will librarians tend to favor the library school trained Dewey classifiers more than
the subject specialist LC classifiers?

As all informed librarians are aware, LC is driving forward into catalog card auto-
Mation and hopefully, information retrieval. What are the futures of the two classification
f‘f-‘hemes on the machine readable tapes? LLC has promised that neither classification wall
¢ neglected in any attempts at automation.

DDC has many faults, and these have been pointed out 1n library journals with
dMazing frequency in the last few months. However, LCC also has its flaws. LCC was
de\’tloped to meet LC’s needs for its over 7,500,000 volumes. It was never designed for
Wdoption by other libraries and LC itself does not recommend itself over DDC. LCC has
N0 combined index. With all the complaints about the index for the 17th edition of
DQWey, how could classifiers get along without any combined index at all? There 1s no
Manual or directions for use of LC. In Leo LaMontagne’s American Library Classtfication,

Shoe String Press, the most authoritative book on LCC, LLaMontagne says:

“The problem of revision and expansion 1s ever present, accentuated manifold by
the bewildering developments which are taking place in this mid-twentieth century.
Two of the earliest classes developed, the experimental Z (Bibliography and Library
Science) and E-F (American History), need extensive revision and perhaps cven
replacement by new schedules which will more adequately reflect today’s thinking and
the experience gained in a half century of classifying and classification making.”

All is not perfection in the LCC garden. Crabgrass does grow there. However desperate-
ly LCC needs some general revisions, don’t be led to believe that LCC does not make
any changes. The changes in LCC are not compiled and suddenly burst upon the cata-
logers in a new edition. The changes are made day by day. In the three-year period from
1963 to 1966 L.CC established 6,254 new numbers and changed 919. Dewey may seem to
!“ff a shaky foundation to build a collection on, but LCC has many geological faults of
s own.

[ wanted to know how other libraries were faring in their reclassification projects. One
Such published account 1n the Spring, 1967 Library Resources and Technical Services was
Of the University of Maryland.

“The reclassification of the collection on the College Park campus has been under
way for nearly three years. During the past several months, procedures have been
sufficiently standardized to permit one to discuss them and be reasonably sure that
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they will not have changed by the time he has finished talking. These, however, have
been years of experimentation and change.”

I

It took three years to go from first gear to high. After three years the University of

Maryland has gotten the cost down to $5.77 per title or $1.97 per volume. |

[t was originally planned to spend three years on reclassification. From the sal‘n‘"

article: '

“At 1ts present rate, the Project has another dozen years to run to completion.
Costs will rise, trained staff will leave, and new staff will have to be trained — an

|
:

expensive undertaking. In the meantime the collection is split, staff and patron must
concern themselves with several locations, and the collection continues to grow.”
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, T want to say that if I were starting a new academic library I would
use LCC. But I would think long and hard before changing classification schemes. T0
spend $2.00 or even 50¢ per volume is a high price to pay to get some possible benefits |
As long ago as the 16th century Richard Hooker said, “Change is not made without
Inconvenience, even from worse to better.” :
|
WE'D RATHER SWITCH THAN FIGHT
b +
¢ |
WiLLiam R, PuLLen

On November 1, 1959, the Georgia State College Library adopted the Library Ot‘
Congress Classification System for incoming new books and began the reclassification of
the existing collection. Today, I should like to discuss why we decided to adopt the LC
System and to reclassify, to describe briefly the procedures we used in the reclassifications
and to evaluate the effectiveness of the L.C System 1n our institution.

At that time, the College had some 93,500 volumes classified according to the Dewey

System, plus approximately 17,000 volumes of unclassified bound periodicals which wer¢
arranged alphabetically by title.

The 1nstructional and research programs of the College were expanding both horizon-
tally and vertically at a very rapid rate. It was evident that the book collections would have
to be developed rapidly until we had a true research library if we were to serve adequately
the needs of the institution. It was in this setting, then, that our decisions were made.

The hrst consideration was whether or not we would adopt the new system. A
number of factors entered into this decision:

I. The LC is a finer and more detailed classification system, and we felt that it would
serve a research library better than the Dewey. As an illustration of this point, we took
10 utles in the collection which were classihed under the Dewey number 326, interpreted
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as “SLAVERY?"”, and assigned 1L.C numbers to them. We found that these 10 titles fell
Into eight separate LL.C categories as follows:

l. E 185—General Works on Negroes in the U.S.

2. E 441—General Work on Slavery in the U.S.

. E 443—Slavery; Duties of Masters

4. F 449—General Works on History of Slavery in the U.S. during the Period of
Abolition Agitation

i

3. FE 450—Fugitive Slaves

0. HT 867—History of Slavery in Modern Times

7. HT 987—General Works on Slave Trade 1n Modern Times
EHT 1162

Slavery in Great Britain or Colonies

+ The LC System 1s being continually revised and brought up-to-date by highly trained

scholars so that you do not have the drastic periodical revisions which seem to plague
catalogers with each edition of Dewey. For example, not too long after the assassination

of President Kennedy, the Library of Congress had assigned a number for this. The
llhrary using Dewey had to wait until the next edition of Dewey.

The expandability of the LC System recommends itself to classifiers who have tried to
cram new knowledge into the crowded schedules of Dewey. It should be noted that
Melville Dewey invented his classification scheme a whole generation before the
classifiers at the Library of Congress began to compile their scheme. The Dewey System
is a classification of knowledge, not just a classihcation for books. The LC, on the other
hand, is designed specifically for books. The committee at LC had 20 years to observe
weaknesses in the Dewey System and to consider a more adequate scheme for dealing
With a research collection. Because of this inadequacy 1n Dewey, you may find as many
as 13 pumbers following the decimal and generally longer and more involved Cutter
Numbers.

Finally, cost was a deciding tactor. For all these titles for which we could obtain 1.C
cards. we had the call number all prepared for us.

FACTORS CONSIDERED

The following factors were considered in our decision to reclassify the existing

Ollection -

i~

- The convenience of the patron is, ot course, self-evident, since he would have to cope

with only one classification system.

. The level of cataloging at our institution had been very low. The card catalog was

Incomplete, particularly in its - dication of serials and series. Too often if the book
and the 1.C card did not match, no effort had been made to adapt the card to the
book. Cards for the tracings were not always made, and sometimes tracings were not
indicated for cards which were made. Occasionally, the catalog card did not truly
reflect the holdings of a particular ttle. In other words, considerable revision of the
catalog” and recataloging would have been necessary regardless of the decision to
reclassify.

. In addition to this. the major factor was that the books classified under the Dewey did

ot have unique or distinctive call numbers. The call number consisted of the class
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number on the top line and the name of the author on the second. It was evident that
if we continued with the Dewey classification, it would have been necessary to add
Cutter numbers to all of these existing books. This would have meant the handling of
all the cards for each title and we felt that the cost of reclassification would actually be¢
less than merely adding the Cutter numbers, since, as already pointed out, the Cutter
numbers would be given for those volumes for which we had L.C cards.

S0, with these decisions made, on November [, 1959, we began using the LC system
of classification for all incoming new titles and added editions, and began our reclassifica:
tion project. In the beginning we used the Dewey for the added copies and added volumes
for serials which time would not permit us to reclassify. By the end of the second year:
however, very few items were being added to the Dewey, except in the law category. (LO
did not have a law schedule at that time. )

We accept LC cataloging and classification unless there is an obvious error. We, of
course, at times may decide to classify a volume as a separate that L.C has classified in 4
series, or vice-versa. In other words, we use the complete LLC call number as given, unless
the Cutter number might have already been used for another title given original cataloging
by us.

- In our reclassification we worked directly from the shelf. In this way we did not have
to worry at the time about missing books or books charged out to patrons. If and when
such books appeared on the shelf, we reclassified them. The books that could be handled
in a day were collected from the shelf and taken to the Catalog Department. There the
shelflist card was pulled and a “Cards Temporarily Out” slip was typed and filed in
place of the main entry when all cards were pulled from the catalog. (Now we merely
copy the shelflist card with the Thermofax.) The book with all its cards was then given
lo the cataloger. The cataloger examined the volume and either accepted the entries as
correct and indicated a new call number, or rejected the entries, prepared new and
correct ones, and indicated the new call number. The book was then ready for the usual
final stages of preparation. We found that we could save considerable time by adopting
certain short cuts. One of these was by marking through the Dewey call number on the
book card with a magic marker and typing a new call number on another place at the
top of the card. Another was by using pressure sensitive labels over the call number of
the book pocket rather than removing the pocket and retyping it.

It has now been eight years since we adopted the L.C system and began the reclassifica-
tion. With this experience behind us, there are a number of questions which we can
answer and some which we cannot. We can at least make observations on most questions:

Has the new system lived up to our expectations? We feel that it has. Knowing what
we do now, we would definitely decide to adopt the LC—if we were faced with this
decision today. Is the LC less costly than the Dewey? We feel that it s, although I
cannot present statistics to support this statement. In the first place, I would hesitate t0
compare production figures in our Catalog Department before and after the change because
of the previous low level of cataloging and because of the difference in the administration
of the department. In like manner ] would hesitate to compare our cataloging statistics
with those of another library because of the many factors which might be involved. |
can say, however, that it is not unusual for one of our semi-professionals to turn out
between 50 and 60 titles with LC cards per day. We doubt that any of you using the
Dewey can make that statement. Also, we feel it stands to reason that a semi-professional
using the LC system can handle a wider range of material than if he were using Dewey
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“and had to classify some of the material himself. If you don't think this last 1s an 1important
[Pﬁint, then you haven't tried to fill a professional cataloging vacancy lately. In stressing
the semi-professional here, let me hasten to say that T am not one of those people who
 believes that the professional cataloger is becoming obsolete—extinct, perhaps, but not

Obsolete.

(  What has been the patron’s reaction to the LC system?| After a brief period of orienta-
, ion the new student and faculty member can find their way around in it. We have had

' Some complaints from faculty members, but some people will resist any change. The
Major coniplaint has been from a faculty member who wanted all the books even remotely

connected with his field to be placed on a shelf together.

How far have we progressed with our reclassification’ To begin with, our catalogers
 Worked on this project through the years, as they had time over and above the cataloging
) O the incoming material. It was not until two years ago that we had additional personnel
for this purpose. We now have only the 300s, or approximately 15,000 volumes left to

rﬁﬂlassif_y.

- What has been the unit cost on the reclassification? Again, I have no figures on this,
Since the reclassification and the recataloging have necessarily gone hand 1n hand and 1t
| has been impossible to keep the two statistics separately. Also, as I already mentioned, the
- Same personnel who handled the current material also handled the reclassification.

Would it have been better to have had a special labor force for the reclassification,
| Mther than the regular staff, as we did? We feel that ours was the best system for us,
Since it allowed a more even flow of material through the Catalog Department.

| CONCLUSION

R In summary, 1 should like to say the following to the people who are considering
] 1L3h{“‘1ging,_{ to the LC system and reclassifying: Find out, if you can, where your library 1s

Zoing: that is, to what size it will grow and of what nature the collection will be. If you
| lee] you are going in the direction of a large collection of a research nature, you should
*Criously consider the change to the LC system for the following reasons:

. . Tt is a more detailed and finer classihication system.

2. Tt does not have the drastic periodical revisions which are brought about with each

new edition of Dewey.

Ad

. Its expansiveness and timeliness will allow the addition of books more easily than

the Dewey.

4. Tt 1s a less costly system to use.

Now the decision to reclassify, on the other hand, I feel is more difficult. The size of
the existing collection certainly is to be a determining factor. kEven had it not been for the
"Wo factors already mentioned; that is, the low level of cataloging and the lack of unique
“ll numbers, T feel we would still have reclassified, since we had less than 100,000 volumes.

‘ad we had a half million volumes instead, we might have decided to reclassify only part
T them.

e T T, RSN T SR WERRSSERS—— ——

I must concede that two classification systems in use in one library are an inconvenience
0 the patron and the staff, but I should like to point out that two systems can be used.

3
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Also, T should like to point out that there is no time limit, other than inconvenience. of
reclassification. T feel that we owe a great deal to the patron of today, but I also feel thal
we owe equally as much to our successors and the patron of tomorrow. When I leave my
present position I will be able to say with reference to the classification system that T have
not dug the Georgia State College Library so deeply into a hole with a Dewey shovel
that my successors will have a difficult time getting out.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THE KNOWLEDGE EXPLOSION
by

(;EORGE M. STEPHENS

When we explore public library service we are talking about the heart of the state$
education system, as the 1967 General Assembly recently affirmed.

After twelve years in public school, citizens in most North Carolina counties must
turn for further learning during their remaining forty or fifty years to their public library:
Moreover, when we talk education we are exploring North Carolina’s major endeavor:
Neither manufacturing, agriculture, nor service jobs outnumber the total number of
workers in education.

Of our hive million population, fully one citizen in four is at work in some form of
education—student or teacher, trainee, or self-directed learner. Probably no state in the
Union has such a high proportion of its citizens at work learning or teaching. And n¢
form of industry yields such returns. Years invested in school and in college, as well as 17
most other learning programs, have the effect of doubling income for those who lear?
well in this age of rising technology.

When available tax funds are considered, North Carolina’s education effort ranks high
among the 50 states. And its schools show a good value for the taxpayer's money. Striving
for a full generation to build statewide basic support for schools, we have risen to about
two-thirds of the national average. North Carolina aims to provide 1n its schools the
training to learn how to prepare by further learning for today’s better jobs. North Caro-
lina invests over $400 per pupil each year to operate its public schools. Considering the
total 1ncome of our people and what they can spare for taxes, this is a heavy investment
in each young citizen.

Once out of school. how much sateguarding of this investment does each new citizen
have spent on him by a state so concerned with education to earn a better living Approxi"
mately 16¢ per year, unless he is in a county favored with a college or a technical institute:
Almost the only learning materials open to him 1n most counties are in public libraries;
prtifully small and understaffed.

Now let us explore North Carolina’s education beyond the twelve school years. Here
s where we drop from the $400-plus per student per year to sixteen cents for the citizen
who must turn to public libraries for further learning materials and guidance. To meet the
heeds of our citizens facing today’s knowledge explosion, $3.50 per capita can be used
tor operating public library service as a realistic national standard.

Compared to this, where does North Carolina stand? At just barely one-third of this
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18350 for each citizen, for library operating funds from all sources. For schools, we have
 passed the two-thirds level by national standards. For public libraries to continue this
education, we have met only one-third the standard, and far below this in many counties.
States with whom we would like to compete have three and four times the per capita

llhrury support we have. Twenty states show two or more times our per mpitu support.

North Carolina has followed for a generation the wise policy of basic statewide school

| Support. But with libraries the inequalities are sad and surely unwise. From local sources
My home library system gets $1.94 per capita, while a neighboring county starves on 41

Cents.

A saying of the good old days was “What you don’t know doesn’t hurt you . But in
loday’s world of technology what we don’t know hurts us terribly. Consider these stark
cht-.
dCls:

. o — _ =

In a nationwide ranking, North Carolina is about 40th 1n expenditures for education
and 42nd in estimated teacher salaries. In library operating funds per capita latest available
higures place us about fortieth. Does this undernourished state of knowledge hurt us? Well,
the 1965 total income per capita list ranks us 44th. The industrial hourly wage rate rank

( Was even lower.

{ Thus the angel of a fuller life is not sparing our first-born, or our second or third —
and will not until we relieve the appalling famine on knowledge resources in most of

- Our 100 counties.

Seeking a way out, we can find oen two pages of our recent history a beacon to guide
us. Half a century ago Tar Heel roads were a sorry patchwork. [Like the journey through
l‘ifti today for many, a journey across the state was on roads depending upon local taxes
s for maintenance. Then as a state we got the facts, formulated a practical financial plan,
and became a model for good roads. Halt a century ago our public schools were a pathetic
patchwork. Into the jaws of the depression of the thirties we marched, resolved to build a
| oundly financed statewide school system. And we have. The sound tax source and the

Slatewide quality of staff have done this. Three more hopeful vistas can be raised in the

torm of qucsti(ms:

| TIs it realized that in counties which have pushed library service near national
Slandards the people do use this as the heart of our public education system? Registered
| lihl‘:lry borrowers appear to outnumber the families with children in public school, and
hours of library use show ten times the average use in poorly supported libraries.

2. [s it realized that by adding to public library support only one percent of the state’s
L totg] budget for public education, that the quality of books and library service can soon

be doubled?

3 s it realized that for the first time 1n history our General Assembly has shown 1S
' ncern by authorizing a Legislative Commission to study library support? Here les the
) klluwledgc and the leadership to grasp the opportunity to work as a team with the Gover-

b

Nor’s Commission on  Study of Public Schools, and with the Commission on Local

( rovernment.

The education bandwagon is rolling. I have been heard to say, “Let’s get on it". ]
Now change my admonition to “Let’s get out and push™,
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ACADEMIC LIBRARIANS — Members of the Resources and Technical Services and |
College and University Libraries sections of NCLA held a joint session at the October |
conference. Major speakers were Leslie R. Morris, Aead cataloger, East Stroudsburg
State College (Pennsylvania), and William Pullen., director, GGeorgia State College L1- |
brary, Atlanta. Above are (1l to r): Morris, Doralyn J. Hickey, president of Resources |
and Technical Services section, Pullen, and Merrill G. Berthrong, president of the Col- |
lege and University Libraries section. |

articipated in a panel at a joint
session of the Association of Library Trustees and Public Libraries Section October 27.
From left to right the gentlemen are: James D. Blount, Jr. of Rockingham, and George
M. Stephens of Asheville, both trustees: state librarian Philip S. Ogilvie of Raleigh, and
Charlotte /ibrarian Hoyt R. Galvin. The fifth panelist — D
when this photo was taken.

LIBRARIANS AND TRUSTEES — This quartet p l

avid Stick — was absent
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EX_DEAN AND SUCCESSOR — Principal speaker at the first general session of the
conference was Dr. Walter A. Sedelow, dean, School of Library Science, UNC at Chapel
Hill. who attended his first NCLA conference. Shown above with Dean Sedelow 1s
lVIHI";F‘-_{mrc't Kalp, faculty member and acting dean of the School of Library Science until

Dr. Sedelow’s appointment 1n 1967.
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BOOK DEALER-LIBRARIAN CONFAB — The future of libraries might well be the

subject under discussion by the two men shown above. Author and book dealer David
Stick (1) of Kitty Hawk confers with Ray L. Carpenter (r) of the UNC-CH School of
Library Science between conference sessions. Stick was a panelist at the joint meeting
of the Association of Library Trustees and the Public [.ibraries Section.
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MODERN LIBRARY SERVICE FOR 5,000000 CITIZENS :

by

Davip Stick

North Carolina 1s plagued by a mass epidemic of functional literacy — the inability [
of hundreds of thousands of our citizens to read and understand the basic written material .
with which they are in daily contact. |

This is pointed up dramatically ih some basic statistics which we sometimes prefer t0

overlook when we brag about the prevailing climate of progress in North Carolina. |
reter to (a) Our high percentage of school drop-outs, (b) Our even higher percentage
of military rejections, and (c¢) Our distressingly low per capita income. |

[s there a cure for this mass epidemic of functional illiteracy? Or are the sceptics right
in their contention that it is a hopeless situation, brought on by an inbred ignorance and

mental lethargy among a vast segment of our citizenry, white and Negro, rural and
urban, residing in pockets of poverty and hopelessness across our land from the Great

Smokies to the sea’

[ can answer that. The sceptics are wrong. There is a cure, and the name of the cure

1s knowledge.

But the problem is: how do you inject the magic drug of knowledge into the mind of
a functional illiterate who dropped out of school, is shunned by his peers, knows no trade:
cannot make a living, and nurtures a fear born of frustration and rancor over the very
mention of the words “education” or “knowledge.”

[f you expect me to say that the answer is to bring this person, or any of the hundreds

of thousands like him, into the nearest public library, then you are wrong. Because it 18
highly questionable whether there is a single public library among the more than 330 10

this state which is designed, staffed, equipped, and operated in such a way as to be the
catalyst in penetrating the functional illiterate’s shield of ignorance with the proper dosages
cf curiosity and interest. For curtosity and interest are the harbingers of knowledge, and
unless the library is able to generate both curiosity and interest in the minds of those not
already library-oriented, then it is falling far short of fulfilling its proper function in the
community,

By now have you seen through my strategy’ Is it now clear that I am trying my best
lo rouse your anger, smother your pride, and prick your ire? And do you yet know why?
It 15 because you are librarians and library trustees, and your libraries almost without
exception have not coped with the demands of the declining decades of nineteenth century
North Carolina. More important, as librarians and trustees you form the nucleus of 2
small hard core of library supporters who not only have not been doing the job, but ar€
incapable of doing it — unless and until you become angry enough, and ashamed enough
and aroused enough to go back home and start fighting for the kind of library and library
services which are already providing the cure of knowledge in other communities in other
states.
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Not one North Carolinian in thousands knows what a modern library 1s, and what
it can accomplish in this changing society. Do your

The modern library is a community information center. It is the headquarters for
cultural; educational, and research activities. It 1s the after-school study and entertainment
center for children, a second chance for repentant school drop-outs, and hometown
graduate school for adults seeking broader knowledge.

A library is no longer simply a storehouse for books; it 1s a storechouse for everything
man has experienced and recorded, all indexed and computerized tor easy access, and
attractively packaged on filmstrips, records, and slides as well as in books, pamphlets, and
periodicals.

In a modern library you can have immediate access to hundreds of current periodicals—
popular, scientific, and technical. You can have competent assistance in hnding almost
anything you want to know, and the post-war publishing revolution now makes this infor-
mation available to you on various comprehension levels — for the novice, student, or
authority.

The modern library still checks out books; but it also checks out original paintngs,
filmstrips, and records. You can still go there to read and study, but if you need privacy
for serious research or contemplation you can have your own room in which to work. You
go to the modern library to see an art exhibit, or hear a lecture, or participate in a seminar.
And if you can’t go to the library, the library will go to you, in a modern bookmobile.

[f your library does not have the book you need, the modern librarian will get it for
you, through interlibrary loan. If you want to take a correspondence course, the library
will loan you the textbook and study aids. In short, the modern library is truly “The
People’s University.

Unfortunately, in the great majority of our North Carolina communities, the modern
library is nothing more than a dream locked 1n a librarian’s mind, and 1n cities, towns, and
counties throughout this great state the libraries — your libraries — still are little more
than buildings designed and still used primarily as storehouses tor books.

The statistics are grim enough to make a librarian start reading Nancy Drew on her
nights off, and if the generally informed citizens of your community are not already aware
of them, then it is time you spread the word.

The total combined book holdings of all our more than 330 public libraries add up
to approximately one book for each of our nearly five million residents. If you eliminate
the old encyclopedias, the obsolete reference books, and the other old dog-eared volumes
there would be only half a book for each citizen.

Though income of public libraries has more than doubled during the past ten years,
the average 1966 per capita income of $1.31 is less than half the amount considered
necessary to provide adequate modern library service.

Through determined effort on the part of a relatively few individuals, new librares
are being built annually; yet the need for additional new libraries, and expansion of
existing facilities, increases at an even greater pace.

The failure to attract an appreciable number of young college students to careers 1n
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iibrary science, and an even more alarming failure to keep our library science graduates
here in North Carolina, results 1n a continuing shortage of qualitied librarians.

THE DOWNS REPORT

North Carolinians have an excellent guidebook for public library improvement in the
Downs Report on Resources of North Carolina Libraries. As a member of the Governor’s
Commission on Library Resources I was privileged to have a hand in preparing the fore-
word, and the proposed program of action for the Downs Report. The following brief
excerpts are as applicable today as they were when written in 1964:

“In measuring the Commission’s findings against present needs, one fact becomes
obvious: North Carolina libraries just do not have enough room, enough books, or
enough librarians. As for the future, the rapidly increasing enrollment in public schools
and colleges, plus the impact of the great economic and social changes taking place
throughout the state, can only mean a greater demand for information and knowledge.
Such a demand will call for more library space, more books, and more librarians. The
Commission recommends that continued study be given to the development of a plan for
joint local-state-federal responsibility for public library financing.”

The Commission also recommended “the formation of a Statewide Citizens Com-
mittee for Better Libraries. The basic responsibility of this committee would be to assist
in the organization, in every county and interested community, of a local committee for
better libraries; and to coordinate such activities with existing groups such as ‘Friends of

Public Libraries’.”

Less than three years after these recommendations were prepared they are being
implemented.

As you know a statewide citizens committee under the name North Carolinians for
Better Libraries 1s organized and functioning, thanks largely to the efforts of the Associa-
tion of Library Trustees, which sponsored it initially, and the North Carolina Library
Association, which provided funds for its organizational expenses.

In addition, at the request of the Association of Library Trustees and other concerned
groups and individuals, the 1967 General Assembly created a five-member “Legislative
Commission to Study Library Support in the State of North Carolina, particularly as
regards the financing of Public Libraries, and to make recommendations to the General
Assembly of 1969.” These are major steps toward providing modern libraries and modern
library service tor all North Carolinians.

As chairman of the Legislative Commission to Study Library Support, however, I
would be remiss 1f I did not offer words of caution and clarification. The fact that North
Carolinians for Better Libraries has a voting member in your county does not mean that
some layman has relieved you librarians and trustees of your responsibility in this matter
of educating the public on the current status of your library and on what must be done
locally to make it truly a modern “People’s University”.

The continued effort of dedicated librarians and trustees through the years has resulted
in little more than maintenance of the status of mediocrity in which most of our library
programs have long been mired. It must now be obvious, therefore, that librarians, trustees,
and your handful of library-oriented supporters are fighting a losing battle. You must have
help locally, and North Carolinians for Better Libraries can provide it. But at the same
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time, no citizens group can eftectively upgrade your library without your all-out support
and guidance.

Money 1s the basis for solving our library problems in North Carolina. In the absence
of a sound and understandable plan for library support, such as the unique cooperative
system under which our public schools operate, the basic responsibility for library construc-
tion and operation has been left up to local government. In some instances the response
has been heartening, good examples being right here in Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County, where there has been a valiant and continuing effort to provide modern library
services, and my own little county of Dare, with the highest per capita local expenditure
tor libraries of any county in the state. In many other counties and cities, however, there
has been a marked reluctance on the part of local governing bodies to provide even
minimum financing for public libraries. Thus, some counties and communities are ap-
proaching the maximum extent of their ability to provide library funds, while many others
have so far made only token efforts toward this end.

Obviously the Legislative Commission to Study Library Support, created by the North
Carolina General Assembly, will be looking closely at the responsibility of the state in
this connection. But lest some of you are already entertaining thoughts that the state
1s now going to take over your local financial responsibilities, I want to emphasize my
belief that the Legislative Commission must also work closely with the North Carolina
Association of County Commissioners and the North Carolina League of Municipalities
as well as with library groups such as yours, and agencies of the Federal Government, in
the hope that it can come up with a workable, acceptable, and understandable formula

tor local-state-federal financing of our public library program.

The basic objective for all of us, as I see it, 1s to make modern library services accessible
to all citizens of North Carolina. The success of these efforts will depend to a large degree
on whether an appreciable segment of the informed and interested population 1n each city
and county becomes sufficiently familiarized with, and concerned about, the inadequate
status of our libraries in today’s changing society. In the final analysis 1t 1s largely
up to you — the public librarians and the library trustees — to spread the facts, generate
the interest, and lead the fight for modern library services in your home towns.

NEW VISTAS FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES

) by

JANE S. HOWELL

In 1966 the State Department of Public Instruction initiated the Demonstration School
Libraries Project as one of the activities undertaken under ESEA Title II. The purpose of
the project was to supplement library funds with a special allotment in order to enlarge
collections for libraries in all media of learning, including books and audio-visual materials.

Superintendents and supervisors were asked to apply for the appropriations. As a result
of applications and careful screening, ten schools at three levels were chosen. Selections
were made on the basis of existing programs, probabilities of expansion, potential for
growth, and accessibility to other schools and communities for observation by interested

citizens and school personnel.
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Miss Cora Paul Bomar, Director of Educational Media and ESEA II, had done an
excellent job of challenging librarians throughout the state with the possibilities of and
opportunities for establishing a materials center in their schools. As a result, 1t was with
great anticipation and the desire to see what could be done that librarians of the ten
schools began the two-year program.

Administrators, supervisors, principals, faculty members, P.T.A., civic organizations,
and interested citizens as well as students helped to launch a program that has, in many
situations, opened a new world of learning with the materials center as the focal point of
newer media.

Caretul planning and direction at the state level with guidelines from the Federal
ofhces have been provided by both Miss Bomar and David Hunsucker, State Library
Supervisor.

An 1mportant phase of the program has been the publicity. This has been done
through the medium of talks, announcements, and visuals presented to civic organizations,
teacher groups, principals, advisory councils, boards of education, parent groups, and
students, individually and 1in class groups and organizations.

The newspapers have been cooperative and helpful. Daily newspapers, periodicals, and
protessional journals have given emphasis to the program. Radio and television stations
have been a valuable means of communication.

Brochures published at the state level and tfrom local school systems have been auxiliary
avenues of reaching the various school systems and presenting the purposes and programs
of the various materials centers.

Teacher involvement is one of the most signihcant aspects of the project. An awareness
of broader experiences of learning and teaching enrichment has come about in many
instances. Teachers are happy to share 1n selection of books and materials. Their knowledge
of the curriculum and their understanding of the needs of the children according to
individual levels of maturity make their help indispensable. Faculty meetings, grade level
meetings, and meetings with department heads help in projecting the purpose of the
program and the role of the teacher in the various units. As materials have grown, equip-
ment becomes more varied, services expand and interest increases. In-service workshops

are increasing, 1 many situations at the request of the teacher.

As the project has grown, so has the pupil participation and interest grown. An
awareness that the project is for them — the books and other materials are for their use
— has stimulated enthusiasm. Reports need no longer be just note-taking from one ref-
erence source, but can be a transparency, tape, sound-strip, or other media. Visitors come
and pupils take pride in showing their materials center, demonstrating the use of materials
and equipment, or taking them to the classroom to see how it is done. Students are the
best publicity agents. As a result, parents want to come, tour, and help with the program.
Volunteers for conducting tours, providing art exhibits, setting up forums, obtaining
additional furnishings, equipment, or “that special objet d’. art,” have come about as a
result of librarian, teacher, pupil, and parent communication and understanding.

A survey of the projects was made at the end of the first year. Mrs. Jackie Morris,
who conducted the survey, found that teacher participation and pupil use had been out-
standing. The foundation has been laid by the first ten schools participating in the proj-
ccts. Fifteen additional schools were selected in 1967. As the number increases and the
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project grows this may be the signihicant service and new dimension 1in “education on
the move.”’

CHARLES W. CHESNUTT:
TAR HEEL AND SOUTHERN AUTHOR'

by

JurLian D. Mason, Jr.

[t is not my purpose to contend that Charles W. Chesnutt was a great writer who
deserves our persistent attention and high acclaim. It is clear to all that Chesnutt’s place is
among the second rank of American prose writers, even though his best work admirably
rewards one’s attention and received substantial and encouraging praise from respected
critics of his own times. Instead, my purpose 1s to call attention to the curious fact that
Chesnutt is very seldom treated as a Southern writer and, by focusing on his “Southern-
ness.” to contend that such a situation inappropriately does a disservice to Chesnutt, to
his fiction and its concerns, to the South, and to the integrity and accuracy of histories of

Southern literature.

[ronically, Chesnutt has been included in many of the accounts of North Carolina
writing even though he has usually been omitted in accounts of Southern writing which
do include others whose works are less distinguished; and the State of North Carolina
has erected an historical marker honoring him in Cumberland County.

Chesnutt’s mother and father were both North Carolinans who had moved to the
then Northwest in 1856 in order to escape the oppressiveness of the Southern slavery sys-
tem. Therefore, Charles’ birthplace in 1858 was not the South, but Cleveland, Ohio.”
However. after the Civil War, Charles’ father felt a strong pull to return to Fayetteville,
North Carolina, where Charles’ grandfather still lived; and the Chesnutts did move back
to Fayetteville in 1866. So for seventeen years, from 1866, when he was eight years old,
until 1883, when he was twenty-five, Charles W. Chesnutt lived in the South, growing
up, serving his apprenticeship years of life, going to school, working, marrying, and
beginning a family. During these important, formative years Chesnutt sank deep roots into
the South, roots which were to live and to nourish his ambition, concerns, spirit, conscience,
manners, his understanding of life, and (most important here) his writing for the rest of

his life.

However, it is important to remember that the experiences of this particular young
Southerner were distinctly different from those of most other young Southerners who
were to become writers, for he was a Negro and these were the days of Reconstruction.
[t is also important to remember that these experiences did not keep Chesnutt from
developing a deep and very real love and respect for the South-and its best aspects, a
love and respect which therefore even demanded of him that he use his abilities and the
understanding gained from his particular experiences to do what he could to try to help

the South.

From the biography which Helen Chesnutt wrote of her father, we learn a good bit
about his experiences as a young man in North Carolina and how these aftfected him.
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She reports: “Charles was learning all that could be taught him in . ... School. After
school he helped his father in the store . . . and reflected upon everything he heard. The
store was the natural meeting place for all the people of the neighborhood.” [P.5]

Young Charles not only absorbed such raw materials for his future fiction, but his
cager mind also devoured all the books and formal instruction he could obtain, early
giving rise to dissatisfaction with what was available to him in this regard in North
Carolina, which would ultimately lead him to move from the South in search of better
opportunities and less restricted cultivation for both himself and his family. However,
long before that difficult decision was forced upon him, at age fourteen Chesnutt began
helping to teach in the Howard School in Fayetteville; and at fifteen, he moved to Char-
lotte, where he taught and became principal of a school, also teaching in surrounding
North and South Carolina counties during the summer months. After three years in
Charlotte, he returned to Fayettevile to take a position in the new Normal School which
the state had just established to train teachers for colored schools. While there, he married
one of his fellow teachers; and soon his old ambitions and frustrations, abetted by his new
family responsibilities, burned stronger than ever.

However, his firm intention to leave was postponed by his becoming principal of
the Normal School, a post which he held until, at the end of the spring term of 1883, he
found that he could finally take shorthand at the rate of 200 words per minute and should
be able to use this self-taught skill to support a family well while he attempted more literary
pursuits in his spare time. Taking his fate in his hands, Chesnutt resigned as principal and
left for New York, soon moving on to Cleveland, the city of his birth, where he began to
establish himself and where his small family joined him almost a full year after he had set
out from Fayetteville. He was to live in Cleveland until his death in 1932, constantly en-
hancing a well deserved reputation as stenographer, author, court reporter, lawyer, 1inter-
ested and prominent citizen, and model husband, father, and host. Here he was able to
enjoy the greater degree of freedom, equality, and cultivation which had not been possible

for him in the South.

However, Chesnutt remained in touch with the South through correspondence, read-
ing, visitors, and a few visits there; and he remained in touch because he wanted to.
There can be no doubt that he had strong opinions about the South and the Negro which
he felt to be quite personal and which he tried to keep up-to-date so that they could be
used in any way possible to help to improve the situation in the South. He was always
delighted to make the acquaintance of or to have a compliment from other Southern
writers who were also interested in a more realistic and/or critical presentation of the

South, and especially of the Southern Negro.

Chesnutt’s second Atlantic Monthly story, in 1888, attracted the favorable attention of
George Washington Cable, with whom Chesnutt shared many convictions and interests.
Their correspondence and friendship flourished, and Chesnutt offered his assistance in the
work of the Open Letter Club, a project of a number of Southerners to help the race
situation by making more readily available various clarifying “information of every sort,
and from every direction, valuable to the moral, intellectual, and material interests of the
South.” Cable encouraged Chesnutt in writing fiction and offered him good advice and

criticism.

Another Southern man of letters who encouraged and helped Chesnutt very much
was Walter Hines Page, who also felt a sympathetic interest in what Chesnutt was trying
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to do. Page’s position with Houghton, Mifflin and Company was several times beneficial
to Chesnutt’s early literary career as he submitted stories for The Atlantic Monthly and
proposals and copy for books; but Page helped only when he deemed the quality of the
work submitted justified his doing so, often offering good editorial and critical advice.
Chesnutt was delighted to learn eventually of Page’s having been reared very near the
site of his own boyhood and the setting of most of Chesnutt’s fiction and of their having
mutual concerns about, understandings of, and interests in the South. It was Page who
passed on to a grateful Chesnutt, James Lane Allen’s praise of one of his stories. Through-
out Chesnutt’s career as writer of fiction, Page was his always interested and helpful

friend.

Chesnutt consciously wrote stories of the South which he intended to be more realistic
and better than those of others using similar subject matter, and he purposefully dealt
with topics regarding the race problem in the South, such as miscegenation, which he felt
other Southern writers were avoiding or were mistreating. If he could not write realistical-
ly, he preferred not to write at all; and what he knew best was the South.

When he was fourteen, Chesnutt wrote his first story, which was published in a
small Negro weekly newspaper; and the urge to write was whetted as he became more
aware of what others were doing in the field of fiction concerning the South and the
Negro. His journal entry for March 16, 1880, concerned Albion W. Tourgée, also a
native of Ohio, who had become a Superior Court Judge in North Carolina during the

Reconstruction period. The entry read in part:

Now, Judge Tourgée’s book [A Fool's Errand] is about the South — the
manners, customs, modes of thought, etc., which are prevalent in this section of
the country. Judge Tourgée is a northern man who has lived in the South since
the war, until recently. He knows a great deal about the politics, history, and
laws of the South. He is a close observer of men and things, and has exercised
this faculty of observation upon the character of the southern people. Nearly all
of his stories are more or less about colored people, and this very feature 1s one
source of their popularity . . . . And if Judge Tourgée, with his necessarily
limited intercourse with colored people, and with his limited stay in the South,
can write such interesting descriptions, such vivid pictures of southern life and
character as to make himself rich and famous, why could not a colored man, . . .
if he possessed the same ability, write as good a book about the South as Judge
Tourgée has written?*

A few months later, when he made his journal entry for May 29, 1880, he began: “I think
[ must write a book.” That same entry spoke not only of using Southern materials gath-
ered from his rich experience of living in the South, but also of a purpose for his writing
which showed his concern for improving the South and all her people, including both

colored and white.

Chesnutt’s first real break as a writer came with the acceptance in 1885 of one of his
stortes for publication by the new McClure newspaper syndicate, the first in the United
States, providing publication in New Haven, Boston, Cleveland, Chicago, and Pittsburgh.
From this point on, he was to publish at least forty stories and many articles in over
‘wenty different magazines and newspapers, including The Atlantic Monthly, The Over-
land Monthly, The Outlook, Family Fiction, Puck, The Critic, and The Southern Work-
man. The majority of both his stortes and his articles dealt with Southern subject matter
and Southern concerns. Even though his periodical publications gave Chesnutt his first
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national attention as a writer and continued to be of importance, it is through his five books
of fiction that I want especially to focus on him as a Southern writer.

Chesnutt’s first book, The Conjure Woman, was published by Houghton, Mifflin in
1899. All seven of the stories in the book have a Southern setting and use Southern
materials in depth. Indeed, they are nothing, if not Southern. All of them are told in dialect
by Uncle Julius, a former slave who uses his stories of conjuring among the Negroes
around antebellum Patesville, North Carolina (based on Fayetteville), to help achieve his
own desires or to enforce his contentions. However, each of his stories is enclosed in an
envelope structure by which it comes to the reader through a Northerner who has moved
to and has bought the old plantation where Julius had worked as a slave and where he
still lives after the war has given him his freedom. Through the comments of the Norther-
ner we also occasionally get his views on the South.

Walter Hines Page was not surprised at the success of the book, for he had earlier
written to Chesnutt of the conjure stories: “. . . I know of nothing so good of their
kind anywhere.”® In fact, in retrospect they seem to have been almost too successful, and
Chesnutt 1s known too often by these stories alone. The fact that this was the only one of
Chesnutt’s books to be republished (in 1929) until this year and that these are the stories
that are usually used for anthologies of local color material (when Chesnutt is represented
at all) have helped to lead too many people into a somewhat flippant and wrong evalua-
tion of Chesnutt’s fiction. It 1s true that his first fame came from these and that his
interest in them and their subject matter continued (as witness his article in Modern
Culture in May, 1901, on “Superstitions and Folk-Lore of the South™). However, his
fiction progressed from the conjure stories to something better and more worthy of con-
sideration.

Chesnutt’s second book of fiction was another collection of stories, published in 1899 as
T'he Wife of His Youth and Other Stories of the Color Line. Chesnutt had already shown
his interest in the problems of the Negroes of obviously mixed blood, especially those of
very light color (as he was himself); and he thought their problems to be very complex
and full of pathos for both the Negro and the non-Negro. All of the stories of his new
book dealt in one way or another with such problems of the color line; and although only
six of the nine stories have definitely Southern settings, all but one deal with problems
clearly 1dentified by Chesnutt as having their roots in the Negro’s unfortunate situation in
the society of the South.

Most Southern reviews did not favor the book. However, they were more than offset
by the many favorable reviews, which usually especially praised Chesnutt’s skillful presen-
tation of the Negro in other than primarily comic or pathetic stereotypes and his making
his Negro characters of real interest as human beings. Foremost among the critical pieces
praising Chesnutt was that of William Dean Howells in The Atlantic Monthly of May,
1900, in which Howells gave high praise to the realistic aspects of Chesnutt’s fiction,
pointing out that he was doing so not because Chesnutt was Negro, but because he was a
good writer.

T'he House Behind the Cedars, Chesnutt’'s first novel, was published by Houghton,
Miftlin in 1900. In this novel Chesnutt once more focused on the fictional Patesville, North
Carolina; but this book dealt with the problems of the South in a much more realistic and
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straightforward manner than had the conjure stories set in the same locale. The subject
of the book 1s the difhculties brought about by miscegenation for its sibling products, John
and Rena Walden, the children of a colored woman and a wealthy and cultured white
man, who had good intentions toward his children but who died before carrying them out.
Walter Hines Page knew well the area of the North Carolina setting of the story and
wrote to Chesnutt: "I congratulate you on the local color and the accuracy of your descrip-
tion of the town and country. You seem to have caught the very spirit of the whole com-

munity. Then, too, the story of Rena herself is most admirably and dramatically un-

folded.”"

Chesnutt’s next novel was definitely the direct result of his strong and quite personal
interest in what had been taking place in North Carolina, and especially in the race riot
in Wilmington in 1898. Chesnutt received information about the Wilmington troubles 1n
letters from friends and relatives who lived there. In addition, during a Southern reading
and lecturing tour in February, 1901, Chesnutt visited Charlotte, Fayetteville, and Wil-
mington, where he gathered more information for the novel he had already begun with the
expressed hope of helping the position of the Negro in the South.

The Marrow of Tradition was published in October. It is a story which much more
than Chesnutt’s previous books put the white light of his criticism directly and strongly
on the Southern white populace of the times. In this book the focus is more interracial. Its
setting is contemporary Wellington, a thinly disguised Wilmington; and the main charac-
ters are white, with a focus on them because of their misguided attitudes and actions
toward their fellow citizens who are colored, especially a well educated Negro doctor and
his family. The simmering cauldron of Wellington is finally brought to a tragic boil by a
political situation made intense by the fact that the Negro population outnumbers the
white. The majority of the reviews in this country and abroad were favorable; and some
saw the novel as a modern Uncle Tom’s Cabin in importance, pointing out its realistically
treating head-on a new subject for fiction, the problems of the cultivated Negro in the

South.

However, the controversy stirred up by The Marrow of Tradition, especially among
Southern reviewers, probably generated more heat than light. Therefore, it is not surpris-
ing that Chesnutt’s next book was rather different — just as concerned for the South, but
less intense and harsh, and not only revealing problems, but also proposing solutions for
them. This last book, his fifth volume of fiction and his third novel, was The Colonel’s
Dream. Chesnutt had been disillusioned about the South’s apparent lack of progress, but
he still had faith in and hope for the land of his youth, as is reflected in the dedication
for what was to be his last book.

To the great number of those who are seeking, in whatever manner or
degree, from near at hand or far away, to bring the forces of enlightenment to
bear upon the vexed problems which harass the South, this volume is inscribed,
with the hope that it may contribute to the same good end.

If there be nothing new between the covers, neither 1s love new, nor faith, nor
hope, nor disappointment, nor sorrow. Yet life is not the less worth living because
of any of these, nor has any man truly lived until he has tasted of them all.

This could also stand as a summary dedication to Chesnutt’s whole literary career. Note
that the focus is on the South and its people as a whole, not just on the Southern Negro.
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Walter Hines Page had left Houghton, Mifflin and Company to help form Doubleday,
Page and Company; and he actively sought Chesnutt’s new book for his firm, which
published it in September, 1905. Chesnutt was realistic enough to know that social and
economic changes require not only effort and will, but also time. This novel 1s about a
dream which for the moment fails — that is, within the plot of the novel; but by posing
it, Chesnutt was suggesting a practical and desirable dream for the future of the South
also. The setting 1s again southeastern North Carolina, but 1n a different community
this time, which he called Clarendon and which was also patterned atter Fayetteville.
Chesnutt’'s approach to the problem of Clarendon is forthright and economically sound,
but 1t is also loving and sentimental. Again all of the major characters are white. and
Chesnutt is just as much concerned about them and their places in the South as he 1s
about the Negro characters in the novel. Unfortunately, Colonel French finds that his
sound analysis and willingness to invest his own energy and capital 1n Clarendon are
not enough to bring his admirable dream to fruition, because he cannot dispel the greed

and prejudice which keep alive there various socio-economic evils. Although the Colonel
finally abandons Clarendon in disillusionment, Chesnutt ends the novel with hope for the

future.

[ believe that this novel, more than any other of Chesnutt’s fiction, shows his love and
genuine concern for the South and her people. Especially good are its backward glimpses
of the old, but non-plantation, South and Chesnutt’s thorough understanding ot the
cconomic plight of the entire region around Clarendon (that is, of the non-urban South
at the turn of the century). However, the Southern reviewers lambasted Chesnutt again,
as if the sting of The Marrow of Tradition had infected them too much to allow any
praise of Chesnutt’s work. He was not being heard by those whom he most wanted to
reach, and he virtually ended his literary career.

I believe that Chesnutt deserves the honorable label of “Southern Writer” because of
his biography, his concerns, his intentions, the things which influenced and motivated
him most, his subject matter, and his writings themselves, especially his five books of
iction, and among them especially his three novels. Chesnutt was not a major writer,
but why has he not been claimed by the South along with the many even less illustrious
Southern writers who have been claimed, including some with fewer reasons to be called
Southern than his? There are probably many answers to that question, but among them
must certainly be his race and the realistic and critical boldness of most of his subject
matter 1n the eyes of much of the South, despite the benevolent intentions behind it. At
any rate, the fact remains that he has been so ignored, except for an occasional inclusion
here and there, and then usually only as one whose conjure stories show some North
Carolina folklore and local-color, never with emphasis on his novels or whole career.

[ have not put my emphasis on Chesnutt the leader in a national cause, the realistic
writer per se, the outstanding American citizen, the delightful human being, all of which
the record shows him to have been; but I have emphasized Chesnutt the North Carolinian
and Southern writer, which the record also shows him to have been. I believe that he was
a Southern writer 1n the best sense of that term — one concerned for the South. and not
one merely exploiting it. In that regard I know of the works of no other author which
Chesnutt’s works remind me of more than those of William Faulkner — not in quality,
breadth of scope, or method, but 1n intention, concern, and boldness of theme. There 1
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cause to, and we should, claim Chesnutt as a Southern writer — not to limit him, but
to understand him even better.

1. This article is a considerably abbreviated and slightly adapted version of a paper entitled
“Charles W. Chesnutt As Southern Author,” read first at the Southeastern American Studies
Association meeting held at the meeting of the South Atlantic Modern Language Association in
Charlotte, Nov. 12, 1966, subsequently printed in the Spring, 1967 issue of The Mississippi Quarterly,
and then read in slightly adapted form, but in full length, before the luncheon of Beta Phi Mu
Fraternity Oct. 26, 1967, at the conference of the North Carolina Library Association in Charlotte.

2. My primary source of biographical material concerning Chesnutt has been the fine bi-
orgraphy of him written by his daughter, Helen M. Chesnutt: Charles Waddell Chesnutt: Pioneer
of the Color Line (Chapel Hill, N. C., 1952).

3. Quoted in Helen Chesnutt, p. 43.
4. Helen Chesnutt. pp. 19-20.

5. Ibid., p. 21.

6. Helen Chesnutt, p. 92,

7. Helen Chesnutt, p. 138.

PRESERVING THE PAST FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

by

NANCY ROBERTS

[ feel that it 1s a singular privilege to be invited to talk to you today. Not only have
| been told that this is a most stimulating group, but I believe this group has the
potential to be highly influential in the development of our state’s human resources. We
are often told of the importance of school and home to the future citizens of North Caro-
lina, I think our librarians should certainly be included along with these two influences.

Some of you are interested in library administration, some 1n the held of reference
material, others in book selection. The importance of all three fields in developing good
libraries is so interrelated that I hope I can make at least a few comments encompassing
the role of each.

In doing our North Carolina books, my husband and I owe a great debt to those of
you who are in reference work. Your help on innumerable occasions has led me to the
discovery of North Carolina folklore sources such as the Frank C. Brown collection, the
WPA Writers’ Project material, and many other resources. However, I do not plan to
humerate a list of folklore sources with which you are tar more tamiliar than I. I can
only say that your enthusiasm and help in tracking down background material has been

Invaluable to me on countless occasions and that without your help my own books could
Not have been written.

[ am sure that your guidance has also successtully led thousands ot other library users
down trails of intellectual exploration. While the facts you are daily engaged in finding
lor these people may never reach publication, there is no way of estimating the personal
help and enrichment you are 1n a position to give.

Those of you who plan a career in administration, I think, have a real challenge before
You. It 1s not only the challenge of tinding personnel who share your desire that the
llbrary serve the general public as well as writers and researchers, but 1n order to operate
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with as small a staff as some of our libraries have, you have decisions to make on how to
arrange library material so that the person coming to your library will be better able to
find what they are seeking without assistance.

For example, in doing reading on retardation, I have often wished that there might
be several clearly marked shelves devoted to this subject as I know how many parents
and relatives of these children are interested in this field. Sometimes these books are
so scattered that the average person experiences real difficulty in finding them. Without
doubt there 1s much overlapping in the material some of these books cover and a variety

of classification possibilities. However, as my husband keeps saying to me in our work,

“Don’t give me problems, give me solutions”. I think it is all too easy to run our libraries
tor the librarian just as we have heard that our hospitals are run for the doctors and
nurses rather than the patients. Undoubtedly, running a truly successful library will require
an administrative staft which 1s both flexible and imaginative.

ACQUISITION OF VISUAL AIDS

[ think the need for this flexibility 1s particularly necessary in the area of library
acquisitions. A relatively unexplored acquisition area for most libraries is the field of photo
files and negatives. Although we are living in a period in which visual education is given
ever increasing importance, most of our libraries are going to wake up twenty years from

now to the fact that they have no photographic record of their area as it looked in years |

past. Historic homes and public buildings are torn down and replaced, presidents and

vice-presidents as well as other history-making people pay visits to our communities, but |

all too frequently no systematic effort 1s made to keep a photographic record. How
valuable 1t would have been, for example, if Brady had been here in Charlotte to photo-
graph the last meeting of the Confederate Cabinet or take pictures of some of the figures
of the day as they gathered on the street to talk following the news of Lincoln’s assassina-
tion and the negatives had been preserved.

My husband is extremely grateful, now, that he had the privilege of covering President
Kennedy’s campaign tour through Charlotte and that these negatives are in our files.
Actually, these negatives should be carefully preserved for future generations in a collec-
tion at one of our libraries.

For a library wishing to begin a collection like this, the finest source of photographic |

material 1s generally the local newspaper which, instead of periodically discarding their
negative and print files, could contribute these files to the library. Naturally, this material
would have to be screened carefully by a library staff member with the ability to make
decisions on the basis of future historic significance as to what pictures and negatives
should be kept. This would require a person with a broad knowledge of our times. Klan
meetings, for example, will some day become a thing of the past. One library we know
of 1s busily engaged in collecting all of the Klan literature and pictures they can find.

The importance to me of this visual record has probably been brought home even more
by my husband’s work as a magazine photographer and book illustrator. For example,
on an assignment for LOOK, he did a picture story on the training of the first VISTA
Volunteers. This first VISTA group was trained right here in North Carolina, but |
know of no library which has a visual record of it.

Although my own background before my marriage had been primarily with word
books, our venture into books which were a combination of both words and pictures

[
|

|
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has sold me on what a rich experience for the reader this blend of words and pictures
can become. National publishers such as American Heritage, McGraw-Hill, and Time-Laife
Books are utilizing this concept more and more. My own knowledge of the development
of our state was certainly enhanced considerably by my husband’s book The Face of North
Carolina. Somehow the blend of pictures and text left me with a more complete idea of
how our state developed and its growth than any history text alone.

Naturally, picture books should be purchased by a library with somewhat the same
criteria as word books. It is my opinion that too much art for art’s sake has resulted 1n
an abundance of high priced picture books which many bookstores are forced to mark
down for their sales. A picture book or a book which is a blend of words and pictures has
no less responsibility to communicate than any word book, and on the whole, should be
selected on this basis.

This is not to discourage the selection of beautiful books, but I am thoroughly aware
that most libraries have a limited budget which they wish to spend as wisely as possible.
Happily, picture books are no longer as expensive to produce as they once were, thus
making them more readily available to all of us.

In summation, I might say that I think every good librarian must look outside the
doors of his own library at the methods of communication and teaching as the multi-media
approach makes its impact on our society.

In closing, I think every librarian should be concerned about two things: the past and
the future. The present is passing and everything that is today is a result of what was
said and planned and done by men yesterday. Everything that will be in the future must
be planned today.

When a hundred years from now a child at the John F. Kennedy Library actually
sees and hears President Kennedy say “Ask not what your country can do for you, but
what you can do for your country,” he will, in the library of the future, have in a sense
met the man — seen his face and heard his voice, not just read words.

Would that today we could show our young readers the real Jefterson or Lincoln.
But this is not our task. I think a hundred years from now historians will look back upon
this time as one of great change, an exciting time in American history when many forces
were at work in our democracy to shape the future. We do not know what that future
will be, but as librarians let us gather up today the history about us—the pictures, the
words, the voices — both the good and the bad of our time — so that future generations
will never say that we did not preserve for them what we were capable of saving.

[ think this is the great task before all of us. In the midst of a complex and confusing
society you are the people who must pick up the pieces of history and save them.

The lock on the door of the legislature, the parliament, or the assembly hall by order
of the King, the Commissar, or the Fithrer—has historically been followed or preceded by
a lock on the door of the printer’s, the publisher’s, or the bookseller’s. —John F. Kennedy.

“The demands of this new world are first of all demands that we think, and learn.

We face them ill prepared.” —Robert M. Hutchins.
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A COMMISSION STUDIES LIBRARIES

by

Davip Stick

T'he Legislative Commission To Study Library Support, created by the 1967 General
Assembly, has scheduled a series of public hearings during the spring for the purpose of
hearing the views of local officials, librarians, and other interested individuals on the
question of how public libraries should be financed.

Members of the Commission are State Senators Mary Faye Brumby of Murphy anc
Hector MaclLean of Lumberton, Representatives Charles W, Phillips of Greensboro anc

Thomas E. Strickland of Goldsboro, and Chairman David Stick of Kitty Hawk.

Hearings have already been held in the following cities: Greensboro, February 23,
Representative Phillips in charge of local arrangements; Elizabeth City, Match: 15, Chatr-
man Stick in charge of arrangements; and Goldsboro, April 5, Representative Strickland
in charge of arrangements. Two additional hearings are scheduled as follows: [Lumberton,
April 26, Senator MacLean in charge of arrangements; and Asheville, May 17, Senator
Brumby in charge of arrangements.

These hearings will begin at 2 p.m. and will include the showing of a special film on
modern library service entitled “The Fifth Freedom” prior to the open discussion on
library support.

The Commission is charged with the responsibility “to study the pattern of financing
public library services in North Carolina and to determine the sources of this support and
the limitations placed upon them by the bases of revenue and the legal restrictions on
levying taxes for library support.” The Commission is also responsible “for reporting its
findings, identifying possible additional sources of public library support, and making

recommendations for more equitable and adequate financing of public libraries to the
reneral Assembly of 1969.”

Since its organizational meeting early in December, 1967, the Commission has met
regularly, and has initiated studies in a number of areas affecting the financing of public
libraries. Members have received the active support of the State Library and the Institute
of Government.

A special advisory committee, which has already met with the Commission., is composed
of State Treasurer Edwin Gill representing the N.C. Local Government Commission:
Mrs. Davetta Steed, N.C. League of Municipalities; Mr. John Morrisey, Sr., N.C. Associa-
tion of County Commissioners; Mr. Samuel Poole, President, N.C. Association of Library
Trustees; Dr. Mark Lindsey, Chairman, State Library Board; Mr. J. Allen Adams, Chair-
man, Executive Committee, North Carolinians For Better Libraries: Mr. Philip Ogilvie,
State Librarian; and Representative Donald Stanford, co-chairman of the Joint Library
Committee of the 1967 N.C. General Assembly.

Because of time limitations, the availability of the 1965 Downs Report on “Library
Resources in North Carolina”, and the nature of public library organization in North
Carolina, Commission members are undertaking the study themselves instead of employing
outside consultants. By holding the five public hearings in different parts of the state the
Commission will be able to sample sentiment on the question of library financing in all

|
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100 counties, and will then combine this information with extensive additional data now
being assembled before preparing its final report. With the assistance of the State librarian
information on how library financing is handled in each of the other states 1s also being

secured.

The Commission hopes to complete its study and begin preparing its report by late
summer of 1968.

Commenting on the work of the Commission, Chairman Stick declared: “The methods
of financing public libraries in North Carolina have evolved through the years on a
biecemeal basis. It is our hope that the work of this Commission can result in the formula-
tion of an understandable and practical plan whereby all echelons of government — state,
federal. and local — would assume their proportionate share of hnancing a system of
libraries which in time would provide all North Carolinians with first class public library

facilities and services.

NORTH STATE NEWS BRIEFS
COLLEGE LIBRARIES RECEIVE GRANTS

Eight academic libraries in North Carolina have been awarded grants of funds and/or
equipment by the Association of College and Research [ibraries, a division of A.L.A.,
during the 1967-68 academic year. The Grants Committee of ACRL selected 90 libraries
as grant recipients from 405 applications submitted by 366 institutions.

Major support for the grants was furnished by U.S. Steel Foundation. Other contribu-
tors were McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, Olin Mathieson Charitable Trust, Time
[ncorporated, and H. W. Wilson Foundation. The major portion of funds were allocated
for the purchase of books and periodicals to support the improvement of library collections.
Special attention was given to the needs of “emerging” 1nstitutions in the southern states.
Several grants were made as contributions toward consultants’ fees; these ranged in

amount from $500-1,000.

Tar Heel libraries which received grants were as follows: Atlantic Christian College,
Wilson: Belmont Abbey College, Belmont; Catawba College, Salisbury: Elon College,
Elon College; Greensboro College, Greensboro; High Point College, High Point; Johnson
C. Smith University, Charlotte; and Meredith College, Raleigh.

BOMAR ELECTED TO COUNCIL OFFICE

Miss Cora Paul Bomar, state supervisor of school library services and president of
Southeastern Library Association during the current biennium, was recently clected first
Vice-president of the North Carolina Legislative Council.

At its annual meeting in December, 1967, the Council voted to accept the recom-
mendation of its Study Committee that the following issues be endorsed during the 1969
Session of the General Assembly which convenes in January: licensing of day care facili-
ties for children, abolition of the death penalty, and a truth-in-lending bull.

Membership on the Legislative Council 1s held by approximately 25 educational,
leligious, health, and social welfare organizations in the state, including the North Carolina
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Library Association. One member of each organization serves as a member of the Study
Commuittee.

Miss Christine Vick of Durham, representing the N.C. Federation of Business and
Professional Women, is president of the Council. Officers serve one-year terms.

STATE LIBRARY PLANS TO MOVE

T'he North Carolina State Library expects to move again this summer. Since leaving

the old State Library Building on Capitol Square in May, 1967, it has been occupying a
former garage, restaurant, billiard parlor, and bowling alley on West Hargett Street in
Raleigh. The old State Library Building is being renovated for use by the State Utilities

Commission, former tenants, and the recently created Appellate Court.

The new Archives-Library Building is now under construction on East Jones Street
between the Legislative Building and the Executive Mansion. Approximately 40% of
this building will be for State Library occupancy, and State Library occupation of that
portion 1s considered temporary.

The new building is designed for total occupancy by the Department of Archives and
History in time. This ultimate intent “obliges some awkard arrangements of space which
will be somewhat detrimental to eflicient performance for the State Library,” state librarian
Philip Ogilvie observes. Space limitations (51,000 sq. ft.) preclude any possibility of
moving the Special Services Division of the State Library from its present Hillsborough
Street location 1nto the new building.

The North Carolina State Library Board of Trustees already has a request for a
separate State Library Building of approximately 130,000 sq. ft. before the Advisory
Budget Commission. “Hopefully, the Commission will recommend the separate building
to the 1969 General Assembly.” Ogilvie declares.

WAKE VOTERS REJECT LIBRARY TAX

Voters in Wake County expressed their opposition to a proposed special tax to finance
an expanded and improved countywide library system by defeating the tax in a special
clection January 23. Unofficial tabulations showed the vote to be 10,285 against and 4,301
for the proposed tax.

The outcome of the election was disappointing to the League of Women's Voters,
Raleigh Citizens Association, Wake Citizens for Better Libraries, and other supporters of
improved library service for Wake County. The vote was a victory for proponents of
a hold-the-line policy on taxation, including several members of the county board of
commissioners. A favorable vote would have authorized the county board to levy a tax up
to seven cents per $100 property valuation for library support.

The total vote of 14,586 was the largest ever cast in a special tax election in Wake
County. In June, 1961, a similar proposal was defeated by a margin of 4,373-3,793.

Following the vote tabulation, H. William O’Shea, Wake County director of libraries,
declared, "I still think the time must come when we will have good public libraries in
Wake County. We will continue to give the best service we can with funds that are
available.”
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N.C. LIBRARIES ENTERED IN CONTEST

For the second consecutive year, North Carolina Libraries has been entered in the
competition for the H. W. Wilson Library Periodical Award. Copies of the four 1ssues
for 1967 are in the hands of the awards committee chaired by Mrs. Lillian M. Bradshaw,
Director, Dallas, Texas Public Library.

The Wilson Award is given annually to a periodical published by a local, state, or
regional library, library group, or library association 1n the U.S. or Canada which has
made an outstanding contribution to librarianship. Issues are judged on the basis of
sustained excellence in both content and format, with consideration being given to purpose
and budget. The award consists of fifty dollars in cash and a certificate. The 1967 award
recipient was British Columbia Library Ouarterly, official publication of the British
Columbia Library Association.

Presentation, of the 1968 award will be made at the annual ALA conference in Kansas

City June 23-29.

GERMAN LIBRARIAN VISITS CHARLOTTE

Miss Heidi Schnoor, reference librarian of the Hamburg Public Library in Hamburg,
Germany, spent approximately six weeks in the fall of 1967 as a member of the staff of
the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County. During her stay in the Queen
City Miss Schnoor spent several days in each department of the Main Library and visited
selected branch libraries in the city-county system. In addition, she visited academic libra-
ries in the area,.including Davidson College, Queens College, and UNC at Charlotte.

Miss Schnoor was a guest at several sessions of the N.C.L.A. biennial conference in
Charlotte October 26-28 and attended an all-day meeting of the Public Library staft in
November. According to Eugene Neely, chief reference librarian at the public library,
“members of our staff learned as much from her as she learned from us.”

Miss Schnoor was one of 12 librarians from ten countries who visited American libraries
last fall. Their visit was sponsored by the U.S. State Department and administered by the
American Library Association.

WILSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM RENEWED

Foster E. Mohrhardt, president of the American Library Association, has announced
a fourth 4-year program (1969-1972) of H. W. Wilson Scholarships, intended to help
meet the recruitment crisis in the library profession. The program will have a minimum
value of $84,000 over the tour years.

Under the terms of the program a scholarship grant of $2,000 will be made to each
of the 42 American and Canadian graduate library schools currently accredited by A.L.A.
“to be awarded by the receiving school as and when 1t deems most suitable (including
dividing the amount if that seems best) but preferably in such a manner as to further
recruitment for librarianship.” The grants will be made to the accredited schools at the
rate of not less than ten a year, and any graduate schools which may newly achieve accredi-
tation during a calendar year will receive grants the following year. The hrst grants
under the program will be made in January, 1969. The UNC School of Library Science
will receive a grant in January, 1971,
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The granting agency 1s The H. W. Wilson Foundation, Inc., of New York City, a
non-profit charitable and educational foundation established by the late Mr. and Mrs.
Halsey W. Wilson.

Since January 1957, when the first of the H. W. Wilson Scholarships were made avail-
able, more than 150 students have been beneficiaries of the award.

BOND ISSUES FAIL IN DURHAM, FAYETTEVILLE

Voters in two Tar Heel cities defeated proposed library bond issues in March ref-
erendums.

In a March 5 referendum, Durham voters rejected a bond issue to finance construc-
tion of a proposed $2.5 million, three-story library by a vote of 5,035 for and 6,588 against
issuance of bonds. In a separate vote, Durham residents rejected a ten cent per $100 valua-
tion permissive tax levy to finance library operations. The vote on this question was

3,916 for, 6,157 against.

Commenting on the outcome of the referendum, the Durham Morning Herald ob-
served that the voting “plainly shows there is a credibility gap in Durham as well as in

Washington.”

In a March 12 referendum, Fayetteville voters disapproved issuance of bonds to
finance construction of a new library by a large margin — 667 for, 3,309 against.

Mrs. Dorothy Shue, director of the Cumberland County Public Library, assessed the
outcome 1n this way: “Everyone agrees that a combination of taxes, frustration, and de-
pressing world conditions caused our defeat.”

S.L.A. CHAPTER HEARS DANA LECTURE

The Spring meeting of the North Carolina chapter of Special Libraries Association
was held Friday, April 5, in Chapel Hill in conjunction with the John Cotton Dana
Lecture sponsored by the University of North Carolina School of Library Science.

Folowing a dinner meeting at The Pines Restaurant, chapter members heard the
Dana Lecture presented by Miss Elizabeth Ferguson, Librarian, Information Division,
[nstitute of Life Insurance, New York City. A former president of S.L..A., Miss Ferguson
spoke on the topic “Special Libraries and Cooperative Library Systems in New York.”

[n the business session immediately preceding the lecture, chapter members took
action on several proposed amendments to the by-laws and heard a report from the nom-

inating committee.,

CHURCH LIBRARIANS MEET

The annual North Carolina Church Library Convention will be held in Charlotte
April 19-20, according to Rev. Ray W. Benfield, of Winston-Salem, president of North

Carolina Church Librarians.

The conference will include sessions on classification, book selection, the achieve-
ment guide, book mending, book reviews, and ideas for promoting library use. Participants
include C. Keith Mee, director of field services, Church Library Department, Baptist
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Sunday School Board; Miss Jo Gwyn, manager, Baptist Book Store, Charlotte; Miss
Mary Ayscue, manager, Baptist Book Store, Raleigh; and Frederic Marble, representative
of Gaylord Brothers, a library supply tirm.

Principal speaker at the convention, sponsored by the North Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion, will be Dr. Claude W. White, superintendent, Sunday School Department, North
Carolina Baptist Convention.

The opening session at 7 p.m. April 19 will be held at the Baptist Book Store,
with subsequent sessions scheduled at Pritchard Memorial Baptist Church.

THE LIBRARY WORLD AT LARGE
JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARY CENTER OPENS

A Junior College Library Information Center, established by a $15,000 grant from the
J. Morris Jones-World Book Encyclopedia-ALA Goals Award for 1967, began operation
at the headquarters of the American Library Association March 1. Serving as director
of the information center on a half-time assignment for twelve months will be Peggy
Anne Sullivan, who concluded her appointment as director of the hve-year Knapp School
Libraries Project February 29. Miss Sullivan also will be studying library science at
the University of Chicago. The project will be under the supervision of the Association
of College and Research L.ibraries, a division of A.L.A.

The information center has been funded as a crash program to collect and disseminate
information on a variety of subjects of concern. Recommendation for a center of this
kind was part of a 10-point program developed in 1965 by the American Association of
Junior Colleges/ALA Committee on Junior College Libraries, librarians, junior college
administrators, and instructional personnel.

Materials on such topics as standards for junior college libraries, Innovative programs,
suryeys, budgets, and annual reports will be sought out and organized for reference and
loan to individuals, colleges, and other agencies interested in this rapidly growing and
indigenous American institution, the two-year community college.

SCHOOL LIBRARY AWARDS PRESENTED

The American Association of School Librarians, recently announced the hrst winners
of the newly established Distinguished Library Service Award for School Administrators,
who have made unique and sustained contributions toward furthering the role of the
lil}rary in elementary and secondary education. The recipients are Dr. M. G. Bowden,
Professor of Education, Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas, and former Principal ot
Casis and Dill Schools, Austin, Texas; Dr. Wesley Gibbs, Superintendent of Skokie School
District 68, Skokie, Illinois; and Dr. James A. Sensenbaugh, Superintendent, Maryland
State Department of Education, Baltimore, Maryland.

Dr. Bowden was cited for his significant work in promoting elementary school
libraries for more than twenty years. His work at Casis was largely responsible for that
school being selected for a Knapp Foundation grant to demonstrate the effectiveness ot
Quality library service.
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The unique contribution of Dr. Gibbs has been his extensive development of instruc-
tional materials centers including professional libraries, his testimony before the Senate
Subcommittee on the importance of school libraries in education, his speeches at NDEA
institutes, in workshops and library schools, and his more imaginative and creative
approach to total library service. Dr. Sensenbaugh gave dynamic and visionary leader-
ship for eighteen years to the school library programs of Baltimore and Frederick Counties
betore becoming State Superintendent in 1964.

Sixty-two candidates representing 27 states were nominated for the award.

HUMAN RIGHTS TO BE OBSERVED

Libraries of all types and sizes are urged by the Council of the American Library
Association to observe 1968 as International Year for Human Rights. It is suggested that

they establish special programs and plan displays on this theme throughout the year.

The year-long observance will call attention to the 20th Anniversary of the adoption

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations on December 10,
1948. The ALA, in cooperation with the United States National Committee for UNESCO

and other professional, civic, and service organizations, is cooperating in the observance

of the International Year for Human Rights.

NEW SCHOOL LIBRARY PROJECT BEGINS

More than $1,000,000 will be spent on a school library manpower project to help
provide adequate well qualified personnel to insure quality library service in every school
and for every American child. A grant of $1,163,718 has been awarded for this project |
by The Knapp Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. to the American Library Association.

This project, which is expected to last five years, is designed to attack three aspects of
the problem of developing fully and utilizing properly school library manpower — task
and job analysis, education for school librarianship, and recruitment from specific man-
power pools. The project will be administered by the American Assoctation of School
Librarians, a division of the American Library Association and a department of the
National Education Association.

The proposal for the manpower project was developed as a part of the 1966-67 program
of the American Association of School Librarians.

A previous grant to the American Library Association by The Knapp Foundation set
up a hve-year project to demonstrate the value of school library services to the program
ol a school. That project, which is also being administered by the AASL, was concluded
in February, 1968.

T'he new project will be administered by a project director, who will serve for five
years, an associate director who will serve two and one-half years, and a field consultant,
whose term will also be two and one-half years. Additional staff will be appointed as
needed. In the first phase of the manpower project, a study of the tasks now performed
by all types of personnel in school library programs, to determine knowledge and skills
needed to perform them, will be carried out.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION DIRECTORY ISSUED

Continuing Education for Librarians, a listing of workshops, seminars, institutes, and
short courses in librarianship and related fields for the year 1968, has just been published
by the American Library Association. The list 1s intended for librarians, teachers, informa-

tion scientists, and personnel officers interested 1n identifying opportunities for continuing
professional education in librarianship.

The directory is arranged to permit the user to locate a continuing education opportuni-
ty by place, by subject, or by date. Information given for each entry includes the title
of the meeting, place, sponsoring agency, and director or instructors, whether academic
credit is given, tuition and registration charge, deadline for registration, and the source of
additional information is an index by subject. Over 60 conferences and other continuing
education opportunities are listed covering the period from early January through the
end of the year.

The Office for Library Education of A.L.A., which compiled the directory, plans to
issue supplemental listings throughout the year in the publication Library Fducation

Division Newsletter.

Continuing Education for Librarians 1s available without charge by writing to Continu-
ing Education for Librarians. American Library Association, 50 Fast Huron Street,

Chicago, Tllinois 60611.

NEW NORTH CAROLINA BOOKS

by

WiLLiAM S. PowEeLL

MARSH. BLANCHE. Charlotte, Carolinas’ Queen City. Photographs by Kenneth F.
Marsh. (Columbia, S.C.: The R. L. Bryan Company, 1967.) 206pp. Illus. $10.00.

-

WAUGH. ELIZABETH CULBERTSON. North Carolina’s Capital, Raleigh. Raleigh:
(The Junior League of Raleigh, Inc., and the Raleigh Historic Sites Commission, Inc.,
1967.) 216pp. Tlus., bibliography. $8.00. (Order from Bookshop, N.C. Museum of
Art, Raleigh.)

North Carolinians are fortunate to have such handsome books about two of their
most important cities. Every library should have at least two copies — one for reading
room browsing and one for circulation.

Both books contain handsome illustrations of old buildings and new: homes, churches,
schools, public buildings, and industries. There are new pictures and old ones, some close-
up shots showing details, and some drawings. Captions in every case are adequate, and 1n
Most cases they are detailed.

The book on Raleigh is arranged chronologically with a table of contents, a list ol
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sites, a list of illustration credits, a bibliography, and an index. It is printed on coated
white paper with several illustrations in color. The binding is a two-piece black-and-white
linen. The end papers reproduce two old maps of Raleigh. The book is divided into three
main parts with an excellent introductory chapter to each. These, plus the detailed picture

captions, provide a most enjoyable history of the city from 1760 to 1967.

The Charlotte volume is less well organized. It has no table of contents but does
include an alphabetical “Index of Photographs.” With the exception of a drawing and a
few old photographs, all of the illustrations are recent ones made by Kenneth F. Marsh.
The subject 1s not limited to Charlotte; there are a number of pictures from other towns
and from rural Mecklenburg County. The frontispiece is a color picture of Queen Char-
lotte in her coronation robes. Two pages of introductory text provide an inadequate
summary for the volume. This may be just as well since the pictures seem to follow no
logical order. The cloth binding is less substantial than most libraries would desire, but
the color is appropriate. It is much the shade of red piedmont clay which abounds in the

Charlotte area.

JOSEPH L. MORRISON, W. ]. Cash: Southern Pmp/wt New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1967. (320pp.) $6.95.

Protessor Morrison of the School of Journalism at the University of North Carolina
has written an objective, though necessarily brief, biography of W. J. Cash, author of
T'he Mind of the South. Cash’s book, a landmark in the literature of the South, was
published in 1941 and is still in print. In the first 174 pages Dr. Morrison gives us a
readable biography and interpretation of Cash based on careful research and a thorough
understanding of Cash’s writings in newspapers and periodicals. “A Reader,” with a sep-
arate table of contents, gives 130 pages of assorted minor writings of Cash. Cash’s single
book was important enough and his brief life interesting enough that this study of him
i1s past due. Morrison’s knowledge of his subject and his own good writing style combine

to make this a book which will appeal to a wide range of adult readers.

MANLY WADE WELLMAN. Jamestown Adventure. New York: Ives Washburn, Inc.,
1967. 194pp. $4.95.

Chapel Hillhan Wellman, whose books of adventure for young people have often
been based on historical research, has moved back in time for his latest book to the days
of Captain John Smith at Jamestown. A young colonist, the product of the author’s
Imagination, associates with the neighboring Indians and contributes much to the mutual
understanding of native and colonist. Historical characters appear 1n thelr proper setting,
and the dialogue is in the language of the time. The story will appeal to ymuw people at

the same time it gives them a painless history lesson.
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HELEN COPELAND. Duncan’s World. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.; 1967.
221pp. Hlustrated by Harold Berson. $4.50.

Mrs. Copeland lives in Charlotte, and Duncan in her book is a composite of her
three sons. Duncan’s father is director of the Nature Museum in Freedom Park (in
Charlotte? ) and various animals play a part in the story. There are good boys and bad
boys, mud and blood, hamburgers, and peanut butter and jelly. The boys in the story do
things that real 12-year-old boys do, and this story (with rather large type) may even

suggest new escapades to young readers.

RALPH EDGAR BAILEY. Guns Over the Carolinas, The Story of Nathanael Greene.
New York: William Morrow and Co., 1967. 224pp. Maps, bibliography. $3.75.

This is a good factual biography of General Greene for the 12 to 16-year-old. It was
Greene's action at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in March, 1781, which so weakened
Cornwallis that he was obliged to surrender at Yorktown. With a minimum of contrived
conversation and a maximum of straightforward historical exposition (yet in a readable
style), the author gives a good account of the American Revolution as a background to

his study of Greene.

GEORGE BROWN TINDALL. The Emergence of the New South, 1913-1945. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1967. 807pp. Illus., Critical Essay on Authori-

ties. $12.50.

Current events which many adults recall vividly have now become history. The
election of Woodrow Wilson, the first Southerner elected since Lincoln; World War I;
the revival of the Ku Klux Klan; hookworm; the Scopes trial; Southern writers, poets,
novelists, playwrights, and writers of non-fction: labor unrest and numerous strikes, cotton

mill villages, and “paternalism;” widespread suffering during the Depression; agricultural

problems and the AAA; TVA, resettlement, and REA; Southerners 1n national politics;
and the effects of World War 11 on the South with the defense industries, training camps,

and dislocation of people.

Professor Tindall, a historian at UNC-CH, bases his splendid survey of this interesting,
depressing, promising, hopeful period (in turns) on research in both original sources and
hundreds of monographs, theses, interviews, and general accounts. His book 1s one to be
read for information and guidance. It can be a good reference source for librarians, a
basis of information for action by political leaders, supplementary reading for students of

history, and a source of nostalgic recollection to many. It is well organized and readable.
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Carolina Marine, Jud Spainhour. (Charlotte: Heritage Printers, Inc., 1967) Unpaged. $2.95.

Walter Judson Spainhour, Jr. (1940-1966) from Lenoir was gradhuated from the
University of North Carolina in 1962 and accepted a commission in the U.S. Marine
(Jdrps in July of that year. This little book contains letters he wrote !ﬁis parents and
family between 1963 and his death in Vietnam. They contain the typical references to
his car, members of the family, money in the bank, hunting on leave, gifts for friends, and
post-service plans, all of which will be familiar to thousands of men who have been in
a similar position. His devotion to the tasks at hand, his faith in God, his love for his
family, and his concern for the civilians encountered in various parts of the world are
all very moving. A feeling of pride that such a young man grew up in our midst will
hll the heart of any sensible person who reads these letters. Tears of sorrow for his fate
will come easily. Those who stand in so-called “peace vigils” should be required to read

this to aid them in understanding the attitude of those who stand in different lines.

- Total proceeds from the sale of this book will go to the Jud Spainhour Memorial

Scholarship at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

WESLEY FRANK CRAVEN. The Colonies in Transition, 1660-1713. New York: Harper
& Row, 1967. 363pp. Illus., bibliographical essay. $6.95.

-

This excellent book qualifies as a new North Carolina book because the author is a
North Carolinian as well as from the fact that it contains material about the colony.
A volume in the “New American Nation Series,” it is a distillation of numerous works
on the American colonies together with the results of many years of study and research

by the author. The style is readable and the book can be recommended to the general reader

with even the slightest interest in the subject. Students of the history of North Carolina
will find the chapter on “The Restoration Colonies” especially interesting for the relations

it points out among the six of England’s thirteen American colonies which came into her

possession at this time.

J. BRYAN GRIMES. Abstract of North Carolina Wills. Baltimore: Genealogical Publish-
ing Co., 1967. 670pp. $12.50. |

J. BRYAN GRIMES. North Carolina Wills and Inventories. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub-
lishing Co., 1967. 587pp. $12.50.

Originally published by the State of North Carolina in 1910 and 1912, respectively,
these volumes contain wills, abstracts of wills, and inventories of estates originally filed
in the office of the Secretary of State in Raleigh but now in the State Archives. The docu-
ments date from the late seventeenth through the middle of the eighteenth century.

Prominent people and ordinary men and women are represented. There as signs of tre-
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mendous wealth with interesting possessions listed, There are signs of concern tor human
welfare with gifts to churches and schools, old people and youth. These are sourcebooks
for genealogy and North Carolina history in general which should be in every library 1n

the state. These facsimile volumes are on better paper than the original, but copies of

the original were still available (at a lower price) at the State Library as recently as

January, 1968.

LYMAN C. DRAPER. King’'s Mountain and Its Heroes. Balumore: Genealogical Pub-
lishing Co., 1967. 612pp. Illus., maps. $12.50.

It 1s' to be regretted that there is no national clearing house with which publishers ot
reprints can establish priority to titles. In July of last year The Reprint Company of
Spartanburg, S. C., issued this book. In December the Genealogical Publishing Com-
pany’s issue appeared. We prefer the paper stock in this edition which 1s off-white to the
dead white of the earlier one. The illustrations here come through better, and the binding

seems to be more substantial. The text is the same, of course, and should be 1n every

library in the state 1n one edition or another.

CHARLES KNOWLES BOLTON. Scotch-Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America. Balu-
more: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967. 398pp. Illus. $10.00.

This 1s an old standard study which first appeared in 1910. There are more recent
books in the Scotch-Irish (James G. Leyburn’s, for example, published in 1962 by the
University of North Carolina Press), but this one obviously is useful to genealogists for
the lists of ships and the home towns of Ulster families in the appendix. The index is

largely one of names which genealogists will delight in checking and, most likely, correct-

Ing 1n ink if they are not closely supervised 1n 1ts use.

“We cannot permit Congress in any way to censor our own reading or that of our
children. What we may care to read is no concern of Congress. Congress has no power

and no authority to control it.” —Bernard DeVoto, “The Case of the Censorious Con-

gressmen,’ 1953.

“The microbes which assaill men’s minds are as mischievous as those which attack their

bodies. One wishes they would fight and neutralize each other, allowing Man to walk oft
Uunharmed.” —John Mason Brown, “Wishful Banning,” 1949,

“The 1ntellectual element must always be basic to a society. The moral element is

tssential, integral, but not enough.” —John J. Wright.

-
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NORTH CAROLINA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION — TREASURER'S REPORT |

APRIL, 1968

CHECKING ACCOUNT

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD, Jan. 1, 1968 $12,932.17
RECEIPTS:
Receipts from Membership .~ $2610.00
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TOTAL RECEIPTS AND BALANCE FORWARD $15.749.17
FOTAL EXPENDITURES (see itemized list) ... — 1,997.98
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Resources & Technical Services - v o 114.85
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i EXPENDITURES (Checking Account)
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(School Librarians)
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N.C;L.A..Council Representative to A.L.A.
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241.94

4.40
3.00

25.00
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810.89
169.32

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$13,751.19

$ 1,997.98




