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wise sponsored one of the only two train-
ing films produced especially for Wacs—
Strictly Personal—which was not issued un-
1450
In the subject of military courtesy, Di-
rector Hobby recommended development
of lectures on ‘“manners for military
women,  which would give Wacs detailed
instructions on how to make the best im-
pression 1n many specific places where fe-
male conduct was the subject of particular
comment—trains, hotels, clubs, and pub-
lic dining places. However, Military Train-
ing Division, after a study, concluded that
“differences [from men] were so slight that
the establishment of new doctrine was un-
necessary.”” ** Colonel Hobby also re-
quested that this course devote more time
to explanation of officer-enlisted relation-
ships, which were a source of particular
annoyance to Army commands where
they concerned personnel of opposite
sexes. Military Training Division replied
that such training was not needed and
that the regular men’s course, concerning

the relationships between members of

the same sex, ‘“is considered to be
sufhicient.
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lhe course on care of clothing and

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS

tors 1n map reading could preface courses
with “Now, if you were ever separated
from your companions in an enemy-occu-
pied area, and had a map and a compass

o but it was well known that no
Wacs durmg the entire war had ever found
themselves in such a predicament. Simi-
larly, 1t was ordinarily impossible to per-
sonalize the studies of chemical warfare,
aircraft recognition, field messing, emer-
gency first aid, or even drill, which most
Wacs seldom used after leaving training
centers.

Nevertheless, the more inappropriate a
subject was for women, the more most
women appeared to enjoy it. Wacs plunged
delightedly through gas chambers, viewed
with 1nterest films on battlefield first aid,
and hiked willingly about the countryside
seeking a given point on a map. Drill was
a favorite subject. Spectators noted that
“Many spent off-duty time in small groups
practicing,” and those who missed this in-
struction during the severe winter months
at Des Moines felt themselves defrauded.
Iraining authorities also noted that weekly
parades and ceremonies of any sort were
very popular with trainees, since they

“‘tended to enhance the feehng of belong-

equipment was of necessity different con-

cerning some of the items to be arranged
and cared for, but otherwise was the same
except that “instruction in hair dressing
and proper application of cosmetics was
presented by demonstrations.” The course
on 1nterior guard duty differed only in that
Wacs were not armed and were required
to perform tours of daylight guard duty
only. Close order drill likewise differed
only 1n that Wacs were not armed.?*

For all other courses, basic instructors
were without the advantage of being able
to pretend that the courses had any practi-
cal future usefulness for women. Instruc-

Ing to the military team.” 27

Physical Training

Only one masculine-type course en-
countered serious objections on the
grounds that 1t might be harmful to
women. T'his was the course in physical
education, in which it appeared impossible
to please everybody. According to staff
23 TF 8-2093. Ibid., pp. 86-88.

R Ind 0TS,

*> Memo, Dir Troop Tng Div MTD ASF for Dir
WAC, 6 Sep 44. WDWAC 353.

*6 ASF Hist of WAC Tng, pp. 84, 89.
*T Ibwd., pp. 81-98.
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