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material and films on disease control be
sent to the field, as well as pamphlets and
posters. These 1deas were all rejected by
the War Department for almost another
year. Finally, in 1944, permission was
granted to show certain Public Health
Service and Canadian films especially de-
signed to avoid shocking the public. A
carefully rewritten pamphlet was also ap-
proved, and finally a second one for
women overseas, although, as Major
Craighill pointed out, this appeared just as
most women were nearing the end of their
overseas service. All of these training aids
continued to have a moral tone and gave
no instruction in prophylaxis.®°

Director Hobby’s chief fear during this
period was that, in the hundreds of sta-
tions to which Wacs were now assigned,
some medical officer would erroneously
apply the regulations governing men, and
thus supply enemies of the Corps with
grounds for stating that Wacs were urged
to use contraceptives. The danger was re-
doubled 1n that the Medical Department
and Military ‘Iraining Division, like
almost all other headquarters agencies, oc-
casionally forgot that all Army Regula-
tions were applicable to the WAC unless
otherwise specified, and published direc-
tives that made no exceptions for women.

Thus, in April of 1944 the circular on
Training 1in Basic Medical Subjects was
already cleared for publication by Mili-
tary ‘Iraining Division before Colonel
Hobby discovered, from an information
copy, that it prescribed instruction in “‘in-
dividual methods of preventing venereal
disease” for ‘‘all military personnel.” °* 'To
prevent such accidents in the future, Di-
rector Hobby secured publication of a
War Department circular stating plainly:

It 1s contrary to War Department policy
either to provide 1nstruction in venereal dis-
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ease prophylaxis for female personnel of the
Army of the United States, or to 1ssue vene-
real disease prophylaxis materials to such
personnel. The provisions of Army Regula-
tions and directives concerning these matters
are intended for male personnel only and are
not applicable to female personnel.®

The Director also secured publication of a
circular stating that WAC unit com-
manders would give or arrange the peri-
odic 1nstruction 1n social hygiene that was
required by Army Regulations.®’

T'hese precautions proved usetful, for as
late as 1945 an Army Regulation declared
that “Commanding Ofhcers will make
readily available to all military personnel
such venereal disease prophylactic items
as are prescribed and furnished by the
Surgeon General,” and that instructions
would include “routine use of prophylactic
methods during and following possible ex-
posure.” °* In such cases 1t could only be
hoped that field authorities were aware of
the earlier circular and would not inter-
pret ““all military personnel’ as including
women.

If any danger to women’s health re-
sulted from a disease control program
pased on recruiting considerations rather
than medical ones, such danger was not
apparent 1n the rates of infection. In fact,
1t quickly became clear that among Wacs

venereal disease was so rare as to be a neg-
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