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EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL: OVERSEAS SHIPMEN'T

stopped, saying that men received no such
examination and that

. it 1s the opinion of this office that rou-

tine mental and physical examination of
every individual prior to departure for over-

seas duty is not essential or practicable and

that the amount of work involved would not

be justified, particularly in view of the short-
age of medical officers.”™

Director Hobby had also requested, for
WAC shipments already at a port, that
The Surgeon General’s Office authorize a
pelvic examination immediately betore
departure, followed, if there was any indi-
cation of pregnancy or venereal disease, by
the proper specialized tests. However, it
was the opinion of representatives of The
Surgeon General’s Office that such a sys-
tem would not detect early pregnancies
and that

even with any means we would adopt
we would be bound to have some cases of
pregnancy after they get overseas. Wouldn't
it be better to accept that as one of the costs

of war? 1°

Thereafter, the physical check given
women before overseas shipment was the
same 1n all respects as that given men,
although most overseas theaters were
under the later impression that 1t had not
been equally satisfactory. Some women ar-
rived with obvious disqualifications that
necessitated immediate return, including
advanced pregnancies, which resulted in
headlines such as one from the Associated
Press: WAC GIVES BIRTH TO BOY IN DUTCH
NEW GUINEA.'® Major Craighill, The Sur-
geon General’s consultant on women’s
health, stated, “Medical Officers in all
overseas theaters commented on the 1n-
adequacy of screening of women for over-
seas duty.” ** Major Craighill noted that
she considered the overseas screening sys-
tem unsatisfactory but that ‘“‘repeated
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efforts to change the policy were unsuc-
cessful.” The Director’s Office therefore

replied to all complaints that The Sur-
geon General believed the cost of return-

ing the women to be less than the cost ot

physical examinations for all women sent

overseas, especially since men in the Army

did not receive overseas examinations.

Psychiatric Screening

Major Craighill likewise never suc-
ceeded in getting a psychiatric examina-
tion for women going overseas, although
Army psychiatrists reported that female
mental and moral crack-ups overseas could
have been almost eliminated by such an
examination.'® No such examination was
given for men, where the problem ot
screening would have been extremely
complicated because of the combat factor.
Although Wacs did not face the mental
strain of entry into combat with the
enemy, Major Craighill believed that they
faced a type of combat which men did not,
the defense of their character structure
and their double standard of morality.

She stated:

Women overseas were subjected to more
tension than men by reason of their scarcity,
which resulted in more emotional pressure,
and because there was a more radical change
in the pattern of their lives."®
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