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HOUSING, FOOD, AND CLOTHING

Advocate General’s Department, the

Medical Department, and the Corps of

Chaplains, none of which would concur in
Wearing of their insignia by females except
When specifically detailed to their Corps
by their own action in individual cases. In
the Army Ground Forces, it was ruled that
Under no circumstances, no matter how
assigned, or even if replacing men who
had worn this insignia, would women ever
Wear the insignia of the Infantry, Cavalry,
Field Artillery, Coast Artillery, Tank

Destroyerj Armored Force, or any other

041

ably because of the greater distances of
shipment or unfamiliar nature of the
items. In a later eflort to improve the
speed of supply, stations at which over 300
Wacs were stationed were authorized to
keep maintenance stocks to supply the
needs of smaller units in the vicinity. Ob-
viously, however, no system as satisfactory
as that for men’s garments could be
established for so small a group.

Allied Women’s Services and the WA C Uniform

Army Ground Forces command.™

Clothing Depots

T'he size of the Corps was never great
“hough to permit a system of stocking
clothing and Insignia comparable to that
used for men. In the first months after the
COrps’ establishment, only WAAC train-
‘g centers stocked women’s clothing;
later, two Army depots took over the task
of Supplying all field installations. This
SyStem proving unsatisfactory, in Septem-
ber of 1943 the Director’s Office was in-
f‘Ol‘med by The Quartermaster General
that, under an improved system, five
_depots would carry stocks of WAC cloth-
‘g, and over 300 stations in the field
Wwould be authorized maintenance stocks.
It was soon discovered that the list had
feglected to provide for Air Forces Wacs
and, after certain comment from that com-
Mand, Air Forces stations were added.™
~In spite of these improvements, field sta-
tons reported that their requisitions to
Athorized depots were still returned with
the reply that no stocks were available.”
It was also noted that filling of requisitions
lor women’s uniforms generally required
longer than those for men, while salvage
A0d repair were likewise slower, presum-

The whole progress of the WAC uni-

form and equipment program was of

considerable 1nterest to several of the
Allied nations, which desired to equip
their newly organized women’s forces by
lend-lease arrangements for American
supplies. A number of WAC uniforms had
already been shipped to the French forces
in North Africa when, early in 1944, Di-
rector Hobby succeeded 1n getting a War
Department directive that any further
such shipments would be of a cut distinc-

“tive from the WAC unitorm, or WAC

uniforms dyed a distinctive color.

This rule did not meet with the general
approval of foreign forces. The French
Military Mission objected on the grounds
of time: 100 Frenchwomen recruited in the
United States were already awaiting ship-
ment as soon as they could receive com-
plete WAC uniforms, which were desired
unchanged because the uniform of the
French Feminine Volunteer Corps was
“basically the same design and color as the
WAC uniform.” The Netherlands Pur-
chasing Commission, for its women to serve
in Australia, wanted merely different but-

" D/F, G-1to MPD ASF, 19 Mar 45. WDGAP

4921, in WDWAC 421.

> Memos cited n. 39.
6 Ibid.
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