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pathetic figure in this garment.” Its ill-fit-
ting cut and limited size range made the
garment an accident hazard; its poor

fit *‘1s humiliating to the enlisted woman
and causes needless morale problems”;
and the weight of the garment presented
a laundering problem. This study was,
however, rejected by G-4 of the General
Stafl on the grounds that the evidence of
a single command was insufficient.?”
Nevertheless, as a result of the cumula-
tive requests, by the summer of 1944 the
Office of The Quartermaster General was
engaged 1n adapting the nurses’ seersucker
slacks design to wool and khaki for both
Wacs and nurses. Unfortunately for speed
of action, favorable consideration was not
given to the simple request of most areas
tor a slacks suit of the same weight and
general appearance as the men’s. Instead,
the Quartermaster attempted to employ

i Yingy ; :

\ " the latest ideas of the Chemical Warfare
Fih Service regarding protective clothing in
u‘ 1,:?.:}; case the women should enter a gassed

area, and the latest camouflage color.
As a result, at the end of the summer of
" 1944 there had been developed and ap-
i proved a garment in poplin, not twill, in
a muddy olive.drab 1nstead of the men’s
" khaki, and with various flaps, drawstrings,
& e and buttons for protection against gas. To
oy this, the Pacific theater continued to ob-
ject, stating that poplin was not mosquito-
proof and that there was no reason why
women’s uniforms should be made un-
sightly with protective coloration and gas-
proofing when those of men in the same
area did not need these features. Eventu-
ally, a trim regulation khaki slacks suit,
resembling the Army summer uniform,
was approved, and the same design was
applied to wool trousers. However, this
action came too late in the war to be of
anything but future interest. The experi-
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ences of World War Il had demonstrated
beyond doubt that Wacs and nurses in
overseas theaters, and those in active work
in the United States, would inevitably re-
quire slacks resembling men’s trousers in
design and material.®’

In the same months The Quartermaster
General also developed various types of

clothing for even rougher cold-weather
wear. l'he “layering” principle currently
employed for men’s garments was also
applied to women’s, particularly in a field
jJacket and trousers with a windproof outer
cover and wool 1nnerliner. For arctic
wear, pile-lined overcoats and hoods were
also developed. Except in the coldest
weather these garments were generally
less favorably regarded by overseas thea-
ters than ordinary slacks, partially be-
cause of their bulkiness and clumsiness.

Even after suitable work clothing was
developed, stations in the United States
were able to get 1t only for women whose
occupational specialty number was on the
approved list of “outdoor workers,” or, in
the case of winter clothing, if the station
was located 1n the northern part of the
United States. Many requests from field
stations indicated that certain women not
listed as outdoor workers, such as stock
clerks, nevertheless often performed active
work outdoors or in unheated buildings.
In addition, stations in the southern zones
of the United States complained that they
were unable to get WAC drivers the nec-
essary winter trousers and warm under-
wear, these sometimes being needed even
more than in northern climates because
there was no authorization for vehicle
heaters in the south.
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°0 Extensive descriptions are available in Risch,

Wardrobe for Women of the Army.




