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bench; it was therefore directed that the
benches in WAAC mess halls not be at-
tached to the table, or that stools be sub-
stituted.

Also, since most women carried their
personal belongings in ordinary luggage
rather than in barracks bags when on
leave or individual travel, two square feet
of luggage storage space per enlisted
woman was authorized, provided that no
great cost was 1nvolved. Such space was
usually available, since women’s units re-
quired only 330 square feet for company
supply as against 1,037 for men’s supply

and combat equipment.’

Decline in Housing

Standards

With the exception of these improve-
ments, all later modifications in housing

made during the first years were 1n the

nature of successive compromises with ex-
pediency, involving gradual reduction of
standards. Except at Fort Des Moines, no
training center housing conformed to
standard. Most schools were occupied

hastily and for a short time only, and had

outside latrines, uncurtained showers and
toilets, and sometimes men’s plumbing
fixtures. Port and transit facilities were of
course never modified for women. The
earliest WAAC barracks on Army posts 1n
general were constructed according to
specification, but when Waacs began to
count against the Troop Basis, new con-
struction became the exception rather
than the rule, being authorized only
where it was impossible to convert the
barracks of the men who had been re-
placed.®

At the same time, standards for Army
construction were falling rapidly as the
supply of materials became more critical.

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS

Construction at Army camps had long
since ceased to be of a permanent type.
The ‘‘mobilization-type’ construction,
which was at first substituted, permitted
a fairly substantial frame building, usually
with central heating. WAAC Headquar-
ters immediately agreed to the Chief of
Engineers’ plan for mobilization-type 1n-
stead of permanent housing for Waacs,
except for his proposal to eliminate the
two bathtubs formerly installed in new
construction. Supporting WAAC Head-
quarters’ view, The Surgeon General
again stated that tubs were necessary for
feminine personal hygiene, but Require-
ments Division, Army Service Forces, re-
fused to permit further installation of
bathtubs, and later barracks had none.
WAAC Headquarters also agreed, 1n
the interests of economy, to abandon the
earlier plan for housing a company 1n
three one-story barracks for fifty women
each, in favor of a new plan for two two-
story barracks of seventy-five each. This
plan, while saving one building, required
the women’s beds to be double-decked
and crowded closely together, with less
space for wall and foot lockers. This type
of construction was used for many of the
Air Forces WAC barracks and for some 1n

other commands.’
As the war continued, the mobiliza-
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