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1n getting 1nto the Corps. Another, “‘a
honorable discharge Waac,”” asked, “Why
do a discharge Wac has to may a mental
~test over again?” Others wrote, “Dear
President Rosevelt, I am a girl of 17 year
old and would love to joind the Wacc,” or

“l am 62 years old. Please don’t let my
age interfere.” Many begged pitifully that
physical defects, ““nervousness,” and past
records not be held against them. One dis-
tracted eligible, in doubt as to whether to
enlist, bared her entire financial, emo-
tional, and physical condition in a long
letter and asked Colonel Hobby to make
up her mind for her.

Many of the letter writers sought per-
sonal advantages—promises of commis-
sions, promotion, or special assignments.
Most of these went on to say that, while
they preferred to enlist as ordinary pri-
vates, their special qualifications were such
that 1t would not be fair to the nation for
them to come 1n unless they were made
officers.

Some of the personal requests were
more or less matters of business. 7/e Army-

Navy fournal, the Britannica Book of the Year,

and others asked for personal statements
or articles. Emily Post wrote to inquire
how a wedding invitation should be
worded 1f the bride’s mother was a lieu-
tenant and her father only a mister. Cloth-
1ing manufacturers desired to know where
to write for models and materials. A New
York carnival owner asked for a WAC
band, WAC exhibits, and WAC personnel,
and, without waiting for a reply, adver-
tised that they would be a carnival attrac-
tion. A gentleman asked that he be em-
ployed to go to LLatin America and recruit
““senioritas’ for the WAC. Approximately
a hundred persons sent WAC songs, such
as the man who said, “A good popular
WAC song to make the Wacs more popu-
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lar would do the trick for you and step up
recruiting’’; then they asked her to get
music publishers to accept their manu-
scripts. '’

There were numbers of friendly citizens
who either asked or contributed small
gifts. A kindly housewife donated a good
recipe for scrambled eggs for WACU messes.
Others sent poems, scrapbooks, and pic-
tures of their baby girls in miniature WAC
uniforms. A grandmother sent a square of
cloth to be autographed and returned to
her for part of a quilt. The numbers who
wanted autographs and autographed pic-
tures were 1n the thousands, ranging from
private citizens to a Boy Scout museum.
Another began, ““I am a Senior in High
School and all Seniors must write 7,500
words on some subject we preter,” and
asked for 7,500 words. Several museums
asked tor one of Colonel Hobby’s uniforms
for their collections.?’

Many letters asked no favors but were
merely generally abusive. Vague charges
of immorality still were received. Many
berated the uniform; others objected to
the Army’s class distinctions or other
policies. Local and long-distance calls
were recelved and had to be listened to;
registered letters were received and signed
for. Mentally deranged individuals were
especially threatening. Vindictive women
demanded harsh punishments for erring
Wacs, especially after each case of news-
paper publicity such as the one concern-
ing 2 Wac who became engaged to a Ger-
man prisoner. When one of the service
commands was forced into the unpopular

role of strikebreaker, 1t was 1ts command-
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