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Late in 1944 the staft director discov-
ered a move by junior WAG officers to
override the regulations on conduct and
uniform by securing from senior Army
officers contradictory statements, which
were ‘‘usually made in a spirit of conver-
sation at mixed parties.” *° These at-
tempted violations the stafl director was
able to quash, but there remained the
problem that Army officers were oiten
““accessible and sympathetic to personal
requests.” °"

Some months later the stafl director re-
ported that ““a good many enlisted women
are relaxing their eflorts with regard to
their personal appearance and individual
conduct.” She also called the women’s at-
tention to the fact that some Wacs were
not ‘“‘promptly and properly rendering the
salute.” Detachment regulations there-
upon required that hair must be neater, T
shirts invisible, shirt sleeves up or down
but not halfway; no flowers or ““other ar-
ticles of non-military nature” could be
worn 1n the hair; short or tight skirts must
be let down or out. ‘It 1s essential,” the
staff director informed the women, “‘that
the reputation thus far enjoyed by all
members be maintained, that no relaxa-
tion be permitted that might adversely
affect the generally accepted 1dea that
American women soldiers are well-
dressed, personable, and conduct them-
selves as ladies.” °®

A few weeks after the stricter detach-
ment regulations had been published, they
were partially canceled by General Strate-
meyer, who, on a visit to the Southwest
Pacific Area, had noted that General
MacArthur’s Wacs and General Kenney’s
Wacs ‘““were wearing decorations such as
flowers and ribbons in their hair during
working hours.” Being 1ignorant of the fact

that General MacArthur’s Wacs by this
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date had nothing resembling a military
uniform, General Stratemeyer was favor-
ably impressed. Over the staff director’s
protests, new official uniform regulations
contained the provision—probably unique
in the history of the Army—that “Flowers
or ribbons are authorized and encouraged
for wear in the hair.” °” The staft director
conceded defeat, with the notation:

There is absolutely nothing General
Stratemeyer would not do for his Wacs to
make them happier . . . we will theretfore ac-
cede to his wishes, though they are contrary
to the military i1ndoctrination we re-
cervetl i

The move to China, combined with the
location of the Air Forces headquarters in
the same compound with General Wede-
meyer’s headquarters, caused consider-
able change in policies in this regard.
Corrective action was first undertaken
informally by a memorandum:

General Stratemeyer this morning ex-
pressed a personal hope that all his Wacs
would be so prompt and snappy in their
saluting that General Wedemeyer would
voluntarily say to him, “Boy! Are those Wacs
ocood!”’” He pointed out that sometimes we
get so interested in the conversation that we
fail to notice an officer, and often that very

officer is just the type to report the failure to
General Wedemeyer.*'

This document having had all the effect
that might have been expected, a month
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