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ther complicating the problem of unequal
punishment.

After Wacs reached Manila, the prob-
lem began to assume added importance,
and the WAC staff director again re-
quested permission for the social associa-
tion of “relatives and friends of long stand-
Ing”’ carrying passes from their WAC com-
manding officers. The theater again re-
tused to set an over-all policy. WAC
company officers, when asked to make
Suggestions for the improvement of disci-
pline, included ““a definite policy for offi-
Cer-enlisted relationships™; ‘“‘fewer rules
and more rigid enforcement of same.” **°

An additional restriction, more severe
than any in the European or Mediter-
ranean theaters, was FEASC’s customary
pProhibition against marriage of 1ts mem-
bers; as applied to women, it allowed
them to marry only if they became preg-
nant. In this command, women engaged
to men about to leave for combat often
quite frankly consulted the WACQC staft di-
rector and the chaplain to ask why they
Should not take that course. To prevent
this, the staff director repeatedly at-
tempted to secure more lenient terms for
both men and women of American citi-
zenship; this was eventually granted by
General McMullen only after the head-
quarters reached Manila.'*” Only 121 of
the theater’s 5,500 Wacs married in the
theater during the war.'®°

Restrictions on Daily Life

In the opinion of many observers, one
of the most serious handicaps to the health
of women in the area had been the restric-
tion to locked compounds in the majority
of stations in New Guinea, a factor which
did not affect male troops. It was noted
that, among medical causes of evacuation
for women, psychoses and neuropsychi-
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atric disorders were second only to derma-
titis. It was always to remain a matter for
debate whether the unusual restrictions
placed upon women were necessary and
inherent in the dangers of the Pacific area,
or were an unnecessary creation of arbi-
trary theater policies. Colonel Brown con-
tinued throughout the stay 1n New
Guinea to recommend the abolition of the
system, but few modifications were ever

reported with the exception of the GHQ

unit in Hollandia, the smaller Air Forces
eroup, and minor adjustments else-
where. "

Three resulting unfavorable factors
were noted. The most obvious was the
noise, crowding, and lack of privacy
which, in the opinion of medical officers,
fostered mental disorders. Even 1f the area
was not noisy, women experienced a
“sense of confinement’ which made them
unable to relax after strenuous office hours
or tiring mass entertainment. Major
Craighill reported that women appeared
to value privacy more than men, and that
even among nurses, who as oflicers were
less crowded 1n tents than enlisted women,
the rate of loss for psychiatric reasons was
increased by lack of privacy.

More important, in medical officers’
opinions, were the physical disorders fos-
tered by simple lack of physical exercise,
recreation, and rest. Major Craighill
wrote, “Facilities for exercise are lacking
in most places. In the tropics, more
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