
       

      

   

   
   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   
   
   
    
     

  

    

  

  

  

    

  
  

  

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS 

  
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THIRD CONTINGENT OF WACS ¢0 arrive in 

Australia is greeted at the pier on 10 July 1944. In the group greeting Capt. Ida M. Ross from 

left to right are Brig. Gen. Homer C. Brown, Lt. Col. Mary-Agnes Brown, Capt. Charlee L. 

Kelly and Lt. Vera Mankinen. 

a negligible number remained on the con- 

tinent.*? First to move was USASOS, 

which on 9 August 1944 sent an advance 

unit to Oro Bay for service with its Inter- 

mediate Section (Intersec). These were 

shortly reinforced by the arrival at Oro 

Bay on 6 September, direct from the 

United States, of the largest WAC ship- 

ment yet received —47 officers and 1,253 

enlisted women. These were divided be- 

tween Intersec headquarters at Cape 

Sudest and USASOS Base B at Oro Bay 

proper. On 30 October another large ship- 

ment of 21 officers and 571 enlisted 

women for USASOS also landed at Oro 

Bay, followed later by a final smaller one 

in January of 1945. A WAC staff director 

for USASOS was designated, the position 

being held successively in the next twelve 

months by Capt. Natalie Reebel, Maj. El- 

len Bailey, and Maj. Annie V. Gardiner.** 

The supply situation of the Oro Bay 

Wacs was not improved, for the first few 

months, by the fact that the entire Sep- 

tember shipment arrived completely 

equipped with arctic clothing, including 

ski pants and ear muffs. No explanation 

47 Oro Bay discussion, unless otherwise stated, is 

from Griffith Account and AFPAC Reply. 

+8 Sources cited n. 40.


