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General Sutherland refused to accept

this rejection as final. A few days later the

Director learned that, in a conference with
General Somervell, a plan had been de-

vised whereby 4,000 of the theater’s civil-
ian allotment would be given to the ASFK
in the United States in exchange for 4,000

of the ASF’s military allotment. General

Somervell also agreed to supply 4,000
Wacs from those under his control, to fill

the allotment. This arrangement was ap-

proved by the War Department, and the
theater was advised by radio that its
Troop Basis had been increased by 4,000.°

This transaction naturally differed from
those concerning initial shipments to
Africa and England, in that plans were no
longer made by the Director WAG, 1n
accordance with the system adopted at the
end of Auxiliary status. Thus, matters con-
cerning the Troop Basis and overseas ship-
ment were now properly planned by OPD
and were carried out by the various ASF
operating agencies.” The staff studies and
directives concerning the 4,000 allotment
bore only the concurrence of agencies that
normally concurred in such matters for
men: G-1, G-3, Military Personnel Divi-
sion of the Army Service Forces, and the
War Manpower Commission.

At a later date the question was to be

raised as to whether the General Staft

should have requested the Director WAG
to make a study of the area from the stand-
point of the well-being of women. How-
ever, her new small staff no longer con-
tained inspectors, and in any case the
original destination, Australia, appeared
considerably more safe and stable than
had North Africa at the time of initial

shipments. As of this date, small groups of

Wacs were also successfully serving 1n
India, Egypt, and New Caledonia. 1o

assist the theater in planning for any con-
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templated forward movement of Wacs,
comparable to those into Italy and Nor-

mandy, it was determined that a WAC staft

director would be sent in advance of the
enlisted women, and the Director was al-
lowed to nominate this officer. As OPD

began to order shipments to the port, the
Director was generally furnished with an

information copy of their composition.
In three matters the Director attempted

to secure retention of Auxiliary procedures

different from those for shipment ot men.
In December of 1943, and again in the fol-
lowing March, the Office of the Director
asked ASF’s Mobilization Division to pro-
vide any Wacs going to the Pacific with
the same tropical clothing and equipment
already authorized for the China-Burma-
India theater, since no maintenance
stocks for women yet existed in Australia.”
This was not done; Wacs being ordered
to the port were authorized only winter
clothing, in line with the custom for the
shipment of men to Australia in its winter
season. The Office of the Director also
requested that WAC company command-
ers continue to have a voice 1n the ap-

proval of the stability and character of

Wacs sent overseas. This request was dis-
approved upon the recommendation of
ASF’s Director of Personnel. Finally, Di-
rector Hobby requested The Surgeon

General to continue giving Wacs a com-

s D/F, OPD for DCofS, 2 Mar 44, sub: Increase of
Overseas Establishment in SWPA, with approval

“OLN” for DCofS. OPD file.
9 For a discussion of the relations between OPD and

ASF operating agencies, see: (1) Ray S. Cline, Wash-
ington Command Post: The Operations Division, UNITED
STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II (Washington:
1951). (2) Chester Wardlow, 1 e Transportation Corps:
Responsibilities, Organization, and Operations, UNITED
STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II (Washington:
1951).

10 Memo, Asst Exec WAC for ASF Mobilizatio?
Div, 11 Dec 43; and Memo, Actg Dir WAC for same:
21 Feb 44. SWPA 320.2 (8-18-42)(1) sec 6.
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