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decided that Colonel Hobby’s moralizing
approach to the facts of life, as incorpo-
rated in hygiene manuals, was too Vic-
torian and that it ““had been a mistake”
not to include very frank sex advice. Sev-
€ral “fairly vigorous lectures” were there-
fore presented to the enlisted women, but
because of “reverberations” from the
WAC unit, medical authorities were
obliged to desist. The British women’s
Services likewise discovered that their
women preferred advice that was moral
rather than chemical or mechanical in
Nature.

Medical care provided for women ap-
Peared to be quite similar to that available
In the United States. Like the War De-
Partment, the European theater appointed
4 woman doctor to be medical consultant

for women, suffered setbacks in its at-

empts to provide service for scattered
WAC minorities, and did not until the end
0f the war get around to appointing gyne-
Cologists on the staffs of general hospitals
that treated Wacs and nurses. The War
Department’s medical consultant for
Women’s welfare, Major Craighill, re-
Ported:

The medical care of Wacs in England and
France is excellent . . . dispensaries, station
and general hospitals having special medical
facilities for women. Very few hospitals are
“quipped for gynecological or obstetrical
Cases. . The health of the WAC 1s good
- . . thereis no evidence of undue fatigue.
T(?nsion 1Is apparent only among those groups
ha‘ving insufficient work to occupy them

fUlly.SS

There was no indication that ETO Wacs
Were appreciably less healthy than those
N the United States. Some reports showed
t}_lat ETO Wacs lost less time 1n the hos-
Pital than Wacs in the zone of the interior,
but ETO authorities believed their WAC
oneffective rate to be slightly higher."*
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WAC disciplinary records were also
good. Statistics compiled by the Air Pro-
vost Marshal showed that men committed
various offenses from ten to a hundred and
fifty times as often as women.®® On a per-
centage basis, men were AWOL 89 times
as often as women, drunk 85 times as
often, and violated miscellaneous Articles
of War 150 times as often.®’
Commands reported that ‘““Wacs classed
among the most smartly and neatly
dressed troops on the stations.”” Serious
misconduct was lacking, and the advance
plans for a group of female military police
were never carried out. Court-martial
cases were few; there were only two gen-
eral courts reported among Wacs 1n the
history of the theater. Historians, ques-
tioning whether this rate resulted from i
good behavior or from undue leniency of il
WAC company commanders, examined
company punishment records closely and
determined that there had been “no tend-
ency to coddle or minimize punishment L
for misdemeanors. Supervision at
the detachment level was more thorough !
and constant than among males.” °°
Of aid in maintaining this record was W
the fact that the theater acted to make !
clear the disciplinary powers of WACG o
commanders by reaffirming the War De- o
partment’s two safeguards: that enlisted e
women would be assigned only 1n groups,
and only under the command of a WAC

officer.

“# Memo cited n. 51.

"9 Weekly Health Rpt; Vol. V, No.' 9, ASF, 5GO;
ETOBa Rpt Yol I, p. 1285 Vot L, Xpps. 14,119,
121. Hospitalization rate:

35 per 1,000 for U.S. Wacs

34 per 1,000 for Army, less evacuees

27.18 per 1,000 for Wacs in E'TO

%0 ETO Bd Rpt, Vol. 1, p. 40.

51 ETO Bd Rpt, pp. 37-42.

62 USSTAF Hist.

- = e
-

'H'

el -_.'-I. =- '--.-.1.
-~ =

e L

- — .




