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LT. COL. ANNA W. WILSON, WAC Staff Director, European theater, lunches in the field 

in France, 1 August 1944. 

Surprised to discover that the WAC sick 
Tate was the lowest of the year. During the 
'itial six weeks when Wacs were landing 
°n Normandy beaches, only one woman 
had to be sent back to England because of 
Ulness. Wacs noted that after the V-bombs 
'n England, the sound of distant artillery 
fre in Normandy was a relief. Morale re- 
Mained high in direct proportion to the 
Women’s sense of playing an immediate 
4nd essential part in the winning of the 
War, With civilians temporarily left be- 
hind, and men for office work scarce, Wacs 

Were at last the valued employees they had 
Seen in some units in North Africa. This 
Period, in spite of its lack of physical com- 
‘orts, was reportedly the one in which 

ETO Wacs were happiest. In December 
of 1944, during the dark days of the Battle 
of the Bulge, offices depended greatly on 
their women, and WAC morale and effi- 
ciency were at a peak. 

At the time of the Battle of the Bulge, 
theater representatives went to Washing- 
ton and personally sought and obtained 
resumption of Wac shipments. These, by 
V-E Day, had raised the ETO WAC 
strength to more than 8,000—the largest 
number of Wacs utilized by any foreign 
theater. The number was only half of the 
16,000 that had been requisitioned, and 
much less than the 25,000 to 50,000 that 
the WAC staff director felt would have 
been requisitioned had there been any  


