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tribution came from General Marshall,
who met the women at the Casablanca
Conference and took home a list of lost
€quipment. Finding that there was no
legal means of free replacement, he per-
Sonally paid for and forwarded new cloth-
Ing, refusing to accept repayment.?
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school some distance from the headquar-
ters. T he unfamiliar climate and the un-
heated quarters caused almost every mem-
ber to succumb 1mmediately to colds and
other respiratory disorders—a tendency
noted also 1n newly arrived men. Waacs
washed 1n an outdoor trough, carried

water 1n helmets, and worried 1n their
usual manner concerning the impossibility
of caretul laundry or neat appearance.
Working hours were long; women were
carried 1n trucks to the headquarters at an
early hour, and home again for an early
curfew. T'he nightly bombings, with bril-
liant displays of antiaircraft fire, made

Arrwal of First Unat

The first enlisted women arrived in the
theater a month later. The 149th WAAC
Post Headquarters Company, called by
cS Newspapers ‘“‘the first American women'’s

oy €xpeditionary force in history,” was one of

10 the most highly qualified WAAC groups sleep difficult for the first weeks.

1d €ver to reach the field. Hand-picked and Nevertheless, most women managed a

ka all-volunteer, almost all members were satisfactory adjustment, and most of the

le linguists as well as qualified specialists,and sick required no hospitalization.” Morale '“HHh
ed almost all eligible for officer candidate was high, and women called themselves i

he School. The company was shipped from the luckiest in the Corps, commenting ol

0. the United States on a regular military variously, ‘““Life has been one thrill after i

il transport, which encountered no enemy another’; “All my life I wanted to travel o
er action. The only difficulty was the loss of and see strange sights and now 1 am doing i |
en unit equipment, which never arrived in just that”; and, of the ack-ack fire and il
o Algiers. The unit’s vehicles were later burning barrage balloons, ‘““No Fourth of L
-t tound to have been issued to a male unit July celebration could be more spectacu- ::Jf .
il at the port, while cooking equipment, lar.”® Ecclesiastical authorities protested e |
Medical supplies, folding cots, recreational when Wacs were housed in church quar- gt 1
ea- ‘quipment, typewriters, and clothing ters, but soon admitted that they had i
- : . : ; . 2 : i |
‘f; Maintenance supplies vanished, a serious ‘“‘never imagined that a unit of American ﬂ“:H. i
A . J - . 2% : L ’ e i
ion loss in view of shipping conditions and the women could be so well-disciplined and so ':' F
1 as absence of women’s supplies in theater considerate as well.”
Fr:l; Warehouses. Such occurrences i1n later |
nse Sh‘lpments were to be prevented by the 3 Intervs cited n. 1(3); also two WDBPR Press , ;,
J_\/I prlor app()lntment Of 1 theater WAAC Releases. (1) “TOI'pE‘-dOE:d,,” 1N EI]"V’jr Africa—Inter- |§
(4) Staff R 1 e R T R esting Backgrounds. (2) 27 Jan 43, in Env, Stories— - b
Gon ¢ pIcp 1943. |
ent. Ons. + (1) Memo, CO 149th WAAC Post Hq Co, APO |
ent The unit reported on 27 January 1943 514, for Dir WAAC, 8 Feb 43. WDBPR file of NATO |
ited to General Eisenhower’s headauarters in correspondence, DRB AGO. (2) For theater strength 1
and Al o _ ; 4 figures, see Table 7, Appendix A.
EWS. SIErsS, a location now considered safe, > Ibid.; also Memo, CO 149th WAAC Post Hq Co e
tray “Xcept for air attack, from the conflict still for Dir WAAC, 23 Feb 43. Same file. |
raging to th Pl » * WDBPR Env, Africa—Ltrs Written by Waacs.
fles 510 LOC. £asl, € women were 71 Col Donald B. Adams to Dir WAC, 23 Mar

Oused in the dormitory of a convent 44. WDWAC 000.7.
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