
    

THE ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

doing research would get.” Many quickly 
became devoted to their projects; one 
woman, in rejecting a bid to officer 
Candidate school, explained that she had 
Previously shared the instructions of a 
Certain famous scientist with a college class 
Ofseventy, but now had his exclusive 
Supervision. 

A few such enlisted women were even- 
tually given work of real responsibility. A 
WAG pfc, with twelve years in public 
health work and an M.A. in bacteriology, 

SOught new therapeutical methods of han- 
dling infections of gas wounds. Another 

WAC pfc, the former director of the Neu- 
Topathology Laboratory at Yale Medical 
School, investigated the effect of war gases 
Upon the blood. At Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, Wacs were directed by the staffin 
esearch concerning the use of penicillin 
Spray in control of pneumonia which 
Might be caused by chemical burns. At 
Dugway Proving Ground, a WAC T/4’s 
esearch in heat radiation received a com- 
Mendation from the U.S. Weather Bureau. 
Some of the Wacs were lured away by the 
Sanitary Corps, which was able to offer 

direct commissions, but others refused to 
leave their projects even for officer status. 
The extent to which such WAC scientists 
Were employed was limited only by the 
fact that recruiters were unable to furnish 
them in the numbers desired by CWS. 

Where college-trained scientists were 
Not available, CWS requested and made 
800d use of Wacs with lesser professional 
Skills. WAC laboratory technicians were 
umerous at most installations, and WAC 
draftsmen were employed to design pro- 
‘ective equipment. Dugway Proving 
Ground boasted the only WAC glass 
blower extant, who devised special sam- 
Pling apparatus for experiments. Edge- 
Wood Arsenal used WAC photographers 
i Photograph material for technical pub- 

  

  

  

  

lications, and a former designer of fur 

coats to design and make canvas cases and 
protective coverings. 
Women without skills could also be used 

by GWS with only on-the-job training. “It 
would be a mistake, in the future, to as- 

sume that CWS can use only scientists or 

technical experts,” said the WAC staff di- 

rector later. “‘For certain work all that is 
needed is a liking for outdoor work and for 
messing around with chemicals, smoke 

pots, and field instruments. We found that 

former factory girls were quite good at 
this, and interested in it.” Perhaps the 
most colorful GWS job at Edgewood 
Arsenal was that of a WAC pfc who pre- 
pared colored-smoke grenades for signal- 
ing purposes and detonated them to test 
for brilliancy and duration of color; when 

the wind proved capricious this individual 

was habitually either green, yellow, or red 

from the—fortunately soluble—smoke 

clouds. At Dugway Proving Ground, Wacs 

were trained to participate in field ob- 

servation during the mortar or rocket 

shoots, noting wind direction, air tempera- 

ture, air pressure and humidity, and 

mastering the principle of the balloon run. 
They set up and oriented an artillery 
aiming circle and noted ballistic charac- 
teristics during rocket or artillery tests. 
Most women enjoyed outdoor work of any 

sort, and when shortage of personnel and 

periods of twenty-four-hour duty brought 
WAC. office workers near the breaking 
point, it was found possible to revive them 
by brief rotation to field tests. 

Problems Common Among CWS Wacs 

The chief difficulties in CWS assign- 
ments for women were quite similar to 

those noted on secret installations of the 
Signal Corps. Because of the restrictions 
surrounding the more technical work, in- 

     

              

   

                  

   

  

   

    

   
   

        

   

  

   

                    

   

    
   


