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THE “SLANDER CAMPAIGN” . i

with low and unsympathetic characters.
For example, a young woman just arrived
at a new station wrote her father:

and I don’t want you galavanting around
over the country for another thing. You will
be better off chopping cotton. . . .

Your letter shocked me so and it was not
appreciated by no means. If you join the
Wacs, you and I are through for good, and
I’ll stop all allotments and everything.

I remember distinctly telling you before
that your joining the WAC was one thing I
would not tolerate. I told you distinctly that

Dear Pop:

Please don’t show this letter to Mom. This
place 1s like a concentration camp and the
C. O. and the First Sergeant have driven one
girl to suicide and three to going AWOL. The
girl who went AWOL last night was a fine,
clean girl, and when she refused to submit to
her Boss he threatened to court-martial her
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I didn’t want to discuss it. Why do you
pExmats 0

on a trumped-up charge. A boy in Co. W. ,
killed himself last night, I saw the note he left i g
with my own eyes. Two Chaplains have gone i
AWOVL this week and can’t be found. Please A

don’t worry. I'll stick it out as best I can, but A
it 1s leaving 1ts mark. 00 |

T'he service 1s no place for a woman. A
woman’s place 1s in the home.

About joining the Wacs the answer 1s still
NO. If they really need service women let
them draft some of the pigs that are running
around loose 1n every town.

Somewhat naturally, her father sent this %
letter hastily to his congressman, who sent |
1t to the Secretary of War, saying, “I have I
known her all of her life and have always {

found her to be honest, reliable, and trust- il
worthy.” A formal investigation was im- ! .

When you asked me the first time whether
you could join the Wacs I refused and 1
meant that for all time. I want to come home
to the girl I remember.

I cannot put this on paper how I feel and I _ gl 4 _ /
am ashamed to tell my fellow Ofﬁcers_ She medlately held, at Wthh 1t was dlSCOVCI‘Cd :,'i‘ ﬂ
cannot even consider herself as my wife from that none of the allegations was true: ‘ |
now on. I am stopping all allotments to her  “Complainant stated that she addressed f

and am breaking oft all contacts with her.

e S TR Y e the letter to her father while in a mood of

depression following her arrival at Camp
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understand. My heart 1s broken.

Get that damn divorce. 1 don’t want no ) : She acknowledged that the state- ol
IR W ments 1n her letter were based upon hear- il
gy, * 1

i

In the last year of the war a censor sum-
marized the situation:

Comments on the WAC continue to reflect
much credit on their ability. Their military
bearing and adaptability to military life
bring praise . . . [but] there is no indication
of a lessening of U.S. troops’ opposition to
friends and relatives joining. WAC individ-
uals indicate their disillusionment.”®

In the spreading of rumors, the Waacs
themselves were far from guiltless. Letters
written home by disgruntled individuals
frequently contained remarks about food,

living conditions, and forced association

The faulty recruiting techniques of the
past months also resulted in receipt by
civilians of long, incoherent letters from
mentally disturbed individuals concern-
1ng persecution by officers, general mis-
conduct among all officers and noncoms,
or at least those who got promotions, and
unwarranted punishments for the writer.
Most alleged that they were sending copies

to newspapers and friends. Investigation

"0 File cited n. 89(1). .

"1 Ltr, Adm Asst to SW to Hon Michael Kirwan,
25 Sep 45; Ltr, Hon Michael Kirwan to SW, 6 Jul 45;
Ltr, [WAC, Camp Davis], 6 Jul 45. CofS 324.5 WAC.
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