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Among all the comments reported in

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS

I think i1t is enough to say that I am not

later samplings by the censors, who of raising my daughters up to be Wacs.

course had no power to delete them, there
were many praising the Corps and its
work, but not one reported instance in
which a man advised a woman to enlist.®°
lypical soldier comments, from many units
and from widely separated parts of the
world, were:

Wite of one of the men in my company

joined the Wacs. She simply wrote and told

him that, tired of living off the fat of the land,
she had enlisted. With no further ado, the
man wrote his father’s attorney to institute
divorce action . . . and is at present en-
gaged 1n cutting off her allotments, changing
insurance beneficiaries. . .

You join the WAVES or WAC and you are

automatically a prostitute in my opinion.

I think they are great organizations, but I
don’t want any wife, or future wife, of mine

joining them.

Are you going in the Wacs, Mother? If you
did or do, I will disown you.

Velva, please don’t join the Wacs. I have
good reasons for not wanting you to. I per-
suaded my sister not to. Some day I'll tell you
why.

You ask me to tell you what I think of the
Wacs and Waves with the idea of you joining
in mind. Darling, that sort of puts me on the
spot. If the 1dea of you joining were not in-
volved, I would say that they have proven a
proud, worthwhile part of our armed forces.

But from the standpoint of you joining
1s something else again . . . very emphati-
cally I do not want you to join.

1 think 1t 1s best that he and Edith are sep-
arating, because after she gets out of the serv-
ice she won’t be worth a dime. . . . I would
not have a girl or wife if she was in the service
even 1f she was made of gold.

Any service woman—Wac, Wave, Spar,
Nurse, Red Cross—isn’t respected.

I told my Sis if she ever joined I would put
her out of the house and I really meant it. So
1f you ever join I will be finished with you too
and | mean it.

It’s no damn good, Sis, and I for one would
be very unhappy if you joined them. . . .
Why can’t these Gals just stay home and be
their own sweet little self, instead of being
patriotic?

I just spoke to a couple of officers one of
whose wife was so smart she joined and then
told him. 'Io give you an idea of what officers
think . . . he told his wife to get a divorce.

The other officer had to really tell off his
daughter betore she got such ideas out of her

head.

Darling for my sake don’t join them. I
can’t write my reasons because the censors
won't let 1t through.

Honey don’t ever worry your poor head
about joining the Wacs for we went over all
that once betore, Ha! (Remember, over my
dead body. Ha! Ha!) You are going to stay

at home.

I would rather we never seen each other
for 20 years than to have you join the Wacs.
For gosh sakes stay a good girl (civilian) and
I’m not just kidding either.

Ruth asked about the Wacs. The idea is
noble but the widespread attitude of the pub-
lic 1s narrow and bad. So I definitely don’t

recommend 1t.

I don’t want you to have a thing to do with
them. Because they are the biggest houres (1
hope this gets through the censor.) Lousey,
boy, they are lousey, and maybe you think
my blood don’t boil and bubble. . . . God,

I"d disown anybody who would join.

T'he practice of women in the Army, still
in my mind, is a glorified form of cheap
bolshevism.

Lets not say no more about the auxiliaries
for the idea makes me mad in the first place

*? Exception: one comment was found in which,
toward the end of the war, a man stated that it would
provide a woman friend with GI benefits for a few
weeks’ service before the Corps was demobilized. All
soldier comments are from (1) NATO AG file 319.1
Morale, Vols. II-V; (2) Morale Evaluation Survey in
Women’s Services, GHQ AFPAC, 16 Jun 45, in pos-
session of former Staff Director, AFPAC.



