T'HE “SLANDER CAMPAIGN”

afterward stated to friends that Waacs

were really taken into the service to take
care of the sex problems of soldiers. An
Army chaplain then advised Waacs not to
re-enlist in the WAC. The rumors spread
to Protestant and Catholic ministers in the
vicinity, who then urged Waacs to get out
of the service. These were investigated by
the FBI for sedition in urging desertion.

Agents were not able to verify even one
case of pregnancy of an unmarried Waac
in that area, or any other notorious mis-
conduct.®?

In New England, especially in the Fort
Devens area, agents found that a number
of stories about mass pregnancy, venereal
disease, and immorality had originated

with military personnel. The G-2 report
added:

- Military personnel, commissioned and en-
listed, were found to be a prolific fountain-

head of WAAC rumors. Soldiers who had

never dated Waacs, and consequently didn’t
know whether the stories were true, accepted
the tales as gospel. Army nurses are allegedly
Jealous of the Waacs because the latter are
promoted more rapidly, receive more public-
ity, and encroach on the nurses’ dating ter-
ritory. The wives of men replaced by Waacs
are said to be angry because their husbands
are sent overseas as a result of the Waacs sup-
planting them. No subversive intent is
apparent 1n either case. '

Soldiers in the Fort Devens area were
- credited by investigators with originating
the rumor that ‘“fantastic” numbers of
pregnant Waacs had been sent back to
Lovell General Hospital from North
Africa. Agents descended on that hospi-
tal’s records “without prearrangement”
and reported, “No record of a pregnant
Waac was found.” In fact, no Waacs preg-
nant or otherwise had ever been returned
from North Africa to Lovell General Hos-
pital. Another Fort Devens’ rumor among
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military personnel was that the WAAC
venereal disease rate was skyrocketing.
When 6,000 women were examined, only
11 cases were discovered, 8 of them having
existed before enlistment and having been
undetected by entrance examinations.
T'his, agents said, was a rate which was
“less than any civilian community.” A
third rumor in New England was that
Waacs were officially advised to utilize
contraceptives. Agents interviewed hun-
dreds of Waacs and were unable to find
even one who had ever been so advised;
the Catholic chaplain also asserted that no
Waacs 1n the area had ever to his knowl-
edge been given such advice.®’

In the Fort Des Moines area, where
Waacs had been longest, rumors were not
so vicious; the attitude of male military
personnel, originally quite hostile, had re-
portedly upon closer acquaintance taken
a marked change for the better. The Di-
rector of Intelligence, Seventh Service
Command, concluded, It is obvious that
the Corps members, by force of their own
composite opinion, do much to enforce
proper conduct and freedom from even
the appearance of evil on the part of other
members.”” ©*

Agents at Fort Des Moines reported
that no soldier could be found who had
ever had sexual intercourse with a Waac;
1n fact, most had trouble getting a date.
Sales of contraceptives at local drug stores
had not gone up. Waacs drank less in pub-
lic than civilian women, and it was found
that ““merchants agree Waacs are more

courteous and patient, meet obligations

more readily.”” All interviewed who knew
Waacs placed the sexual morality of the

°2 Memo cited n. 61(1).

%3 Ibwd., Ft Devens area sec.
** Memo cited n. 26, Ft Devens area sec.
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