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doubtful that they could ever replace men, 
one for one. The Second WAAC Training 
Center was called upon for an explana- 
tion, since it had shipped the offending 
companies. Daytona Beach replied: “The 
only thing significant about the fact that 
these companies came from Daytona is 
that we have had the misfortune of having 
these people sent to us to train. There have 
been sent to us 3,576 Grade IV and V 
people.” ** 

At Director Hobby’s direction, training 
centers compiled detailed reports of all 
women in Grade V, giving the station of 
their enlistment. These she forwarded to 
General Ulio with the request that stations 
be reprimanded and individual recruiters 
penalized for all such women accepted, 
since they obviously could not have passed 
the WAAC intelligence tests which sta- 
tions were supposedly giving. Since, in one 
week, three fourths of the number came 
from two stations in the Eighth Service 
Command, such corrective action ap- 
peared warranted.. However, The Adju- 
tant General did not reprimand the sta- 
tions, but instead asked them to forward 
the test scores of the individuals concerned; 
these, somewhat naturally, were reported 
as passable, and no further action was 
taken.”® 

Medical Standards 

As soon as the requirement for a civilian 
doctor’s examination was dropped it 
quickly became clear that physical and 
psychiatric standards were falling alarm- 
ingly. Director Hobby gathered from 
training centers a list of the worst cases, 
including 30 women who were preg- 
nant when accepted, 52 cases of psycho- 

~ neurosis, 39 of menopausal syndrome, and 
miscellaneous other disorders such as 
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fibroid uterus, rheumatic heart disease, 
chronic cystitis, duodenal ulcer, severe 
bronchial asthma, hyperthyroidism, ar- 
thritis, epilepsy, atrophy of left leg and 
thigh, and dementia praecox. Also, two 
babies had been born to new enrollees be- 
fore they could be discharged—one only 
six weeks after the date of the mother’s en- 
rollment examination.” 

Director Hobby forwarded these lists to 
The Surgeon General with names of the 
stations from which each had been re- 
cruited, with a request for corrective action 
in the case of the medical examiners con- 
cerned. The Surgeon General, however, 
refused to take any such action on the 
grounds that an Army medical examiner 
could not have been expected to detect 
any of these cases, except that of the ad- 
vanced pregnancy, under the induction 
examination used. This examination in- 
cluded serological tests, chest X rays, 
urinalysis, palpation of abdomen, and 
tests of blood pressure, vision, and hearing. 
A pelvic examination had not been re- 
quired and neither had a complete social 
history, since these were not required for 
men’s induction examinations. Without 
them, The Surgeon General pointed out, 
many illnesses could not always be diag- 
nosed. ** 

Fort Oglethorpe authorities complained 
that Army medical examiners seemed to 
think that the training center was an in- 
duction center like the Army’s and that a 
thorough physical examination would be 
given there. WAAC Headquarters wel- 
comed this, saying, ‘“This confirms the 
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