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PHYSICAL TRAINING at an Army Air Forces Training Command base in 1943. 

The adoption of the coveralls did not 
Solve the need for cold-weather work gar- 
ments, for which requests continued to 
Come in from both Army and Air Forces 
Stations. Whereas a man might comfort- 
ably wear cotton coveralls over his long 
Winter underwear and wool trousers, a 
Waac had nothing underneath but her 
Winter panties, only one fourth as heavy as 
Men’s winter underwear. In March, what 
OQMG believed to be women’s wool 
Shirts and trousers were issued to drivers 
Only, but these proved greatly oversized 
and unsuitable. 

In late April of 1943, after the Waacs 

had somehow survived the first winter, 
The Quartermaster General sent a com- 
mittee to investigate the situation at Fort 
Des Moines and make recommendations 
on winter clothing. The committee recom- 
mended that all Waacs in cold climates, 
regardless of job, get warmer panties and 
vests (50 percent wool instead of the cur- 
rent 25 percent) and also wool shirts and 
knee-length wool stockings. All outdoor 
workers should also get long wool drawers 
and long-sleeved undershirts, trousers with 
an inner wool liner and outer windproof 
cover, field jackets with liners and covers, 
leggings, and wool caps. Director Hobby 

  

  

  

  
    

   


