
          

PERSONNEL AND TRAINING 

When you come to the end of a perfect day, 
And you sit alone with your gigs. . . . 

K-K-K-Ka-P, beautiful KP, 
You’re the only Army job that I abhor. 
When the moon shines over the mess hall, 
I'll be mopping up the K-K-K-Kitchen floor. 

Troublesome rules and regulations were 
memorized to the tune of ditties such as: 

AR 35-1440, 
Deals with matters very naughty. 

Running a close second to the earlier fa- 
vorite, “The WAAC Is In Back of You,” 
was a new original at Des Moines, entitled 
tae Gs, £ Song’’:.** 

Once her Mommie made her bed, 
Cleaned her clothes and buttered her bread, 
And her favorite dress was red— 
Oh me, Oh my, that ain’t G.I. 

Hats and shoes and skirts don’t fit, 
Your girdle bunches when you sit, 
Come on, rookie, you can’t quit— 
Just heave asigh,andbeG.I... . 

In the Mess Hall she now stands 
Buried ’neath the pots and pans 
Getting pretty dishpan hands, 
Oh me, Oh my, gotta be G.I. 

Then she came to camp one day, 
Quickly learned the WAACKIE way, 
Underwear cafe au lait— 
Oh me, Oh my, strictly G.I. 

Winter, summer, spring or fall 
Should you try to end it all 
You can’t die until sick call 
You see, if you die, you gotta die—G.I. 

However, even among such lighthearted 
versions of school days, the final song was: 

We're in the Staging Area 
And we soon will go away 
We’ve finished all our basic 
Glory be and happy day 

Glory Glory we are staging 
Glory Glory we are staging 
Glory Glory we are staging 
Before we travel on. 
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The more damaging aspect of the dis- 
locations to basic training during the 
months of expansion appeared to have 
been the effect upon recruiting. In the let- 
ters written to friends and relatives during 
the first week or weeks, there was noted, at 
worst, a frightened disillusionment or 
frantic desire to escape from what at first 
glance seemed a trap and, at best, a tend- 

ency to boast about the unspeakable hard- 
ships the writer had survived. The Army 
as a whole was not unfamiliar with such a 
phenomenon, which had little effect upon 
draft boards. British women’s services had 
noted a less favorable public reaction, and 
that ‘The large majority adapt themselves 
intime . . . but acertain number, when 
writing home, may easily exagger- 
ate ee 

Just how great a part the brief “‘night- 
mare” of basic training had played in the 
later failure of the recruiting program was 
never to be easy to determine. General 
Ulio, The Adjutant General, ascribed 
some importance, in a staff study made 
during these months, to “people writing 
home about . . . conditions.” *° Recruit- 
ers attributed damage especially to pub- 
licity on the prisoner-of-war camps, in 
which no male soldiers had been reported 
as required to train. Later Gallup surveys 
also showed that many acceptable recruits 
were allegedly deterred from enlistment 
by the belief that they lacked the neces- 
sary strength to survive the reputed rigors 
and hazings of basic training.”® 

It came to be the general belief within 
WAAC Headquarters that the echelon of 
the Training Command had been in itself 

23 Words and music by Lt. June Morhman. 

24 Conditions in the Three Women’s Services. 

25 See Ulio rpt, Ch. X, below. 
6 See Gallup rpt, Ch. XIII, below. 

  

  

            
         


